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PREFACE. 






1: 

.r\ In order to explain the circumstances under which the in- 
formation, detailed in this volume was acquired, it is neces- 
sary to apprize the reader, that in the course of last year, 
one of the individuals, whose names appear on the title page, 
became anxious to ascertain, by personal inquiry, the results 
of the Imperial Abolition Act in the British West India 
Colonies. To such an investigation he was impelled, not 
merely by the inconsistent and contradictory statements 
received from the West Indies, but by observing the am- 
biguous character of the Report of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee ; a document which bears strong indications of hav- 
ing emanated from a tribunal, in which the accused parties 
were themselves judges. 

Having consulted several friends, on whose judgment he 
could depend, and having completed the arrangements for 

l^the proposed mission, he embarked for the West Indies, 
accompanied by John Scoble and Thomas Harvey.* — 
William Lloyd, M. D. was also of the party ; not as di- 
rectly connected with their object, though affording his co- 

• It may be expedient to inform the general reader, that, with 
the exception of John Scoble, the whole party consisted of mem- 
bers of the Society of Friends. It will not, it is trusted, be con- 
sidered to be obtrusive on this occasion, to introduce the following 
extract from a volume entitled "Christianity and Slavery; in a 
p course of Lectures preached at the Cathedral and Parish Church of 
I St. Michael, Barbados, by Edward Eliot, B. D. Archdeacon of 
, Barbados."---(Hatchard, 1833.) The author writes, " While the first 
settlers and planters in this colony, were impressed with the im- 
portance of a religious establishment, .... they appear to 
have been altogether regardless of the duty which devolved more 
A 3 
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operation in carrying it into effect. The undertaking, 
throughout, was entirely independent of any Anti -Slavery 
Society. The party were not, in any sense of the word 
agents ; hut private persons, yet engaged in what was 
properly a puhUc object. The expenses of the individual 
with whom the design originated, were defrayed by himself; 
and those of two others, his professed associates, were liber- 
ally borne by a few friends, who felt a deep interest in the 
result of the inquiry. 

Soon after their arrival at Barbados, Dr. Lloyd and 
John Scoble sailed for British Guiana ; and the latter sub- 
^quently returned to England, being the bearer of impor- 
tant information respecting the present state oi Slavery in 
the colonies comprised in that province. The present 
volume relates principally to Antigua and Jamaica. The 
first of these important islands is now a scene of new and 
distinct interest ; as affording practical evidence of the safety 
and rising prosperity, consequent on immediate and com- 
plete Emancipation. Jamaica was investigated with a soli- 
citude due to the anomalous condition of the largest negro 
population in the British West Indies. To these islands the 
public attention is thus more emphatically invited. 

Should it be objected, that in the following Narrative, 
details of a nature, tending, in certain instances, to the dis- 
credit of personal character, have been disclosed, it may be 
pleaded, that such information has a most important bearing 
upon the great question ; and that it was legitimately ac- 

i mmediately on their ministers, but which was imperative also on 
themselves, of preaching or puhlishing the gospel to the imported 
African slaves In the few instances where the endea- 
vour was made by proprietors to christianize their slaves, according 
to their own helief and form of worship, the opposition to the measure 
was so strong, that it led to repeated prohibitory laws, some of which 
possess the harshest features of persecution. I allude to the pious, 
though unsuccessfiil exertions of the early colonists, of the Society 
of Friends. Theirs is the praise of having first attempted, amidst 
obloquy and suffering, to preach the gospel in this island to the 
heathen African slave. '^ — (pp. 11. 12.) 
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qiitr^d. The dbject of the visitors was perfectly andsrstood 
^ih^ islands ; and it was known that the results would, or 
migbt be, unreservedlj published on tkeir r^;uni. No fkelSi 
h^wever^ are stated, which were originaUj lelatad on any 
coQ<Mtkai of secresy ; and where confidence was even iio* 
plied, it has not been consciously violated. Fidelity to their 
object has alone directed them, in placing any of the follow- 
ing details on record. They are not aware that any hostile 
fbeling has mingled itself with their better motives. It would 
indeed, have been far more agreeable to their feelings, to 
have used the language of praise, rather than of reprehension ; 
for they ^itertain a warm and grateful sense of the courtesy, 
kindness, and hospitality, with which they were treated in 
the oolonies, by pknters,, public fimcticmaries, and ministers 
of religion. 

How &r those, who thus offer the present volume to pub- 
lic examination have accomplished their proposed object, is 
left to the decision of competent judges. In this point of 
view alone, they invite, and indeed claim attention. To any 
practised skill in literary composition, they do not pretend. 
It is the ndjeet to which they are desirous of attracting even 
a nation's r^ard. They are actuated by an anxiety deeper 
than can be expressed, to awaken the public mind to its im- 
portance ; and to stimulate the benevolent, the christian 
patriot, to lively sympathy, and to animated exertion in be- 
half of the oppressed. 

It may^surprise many to be assured, that their subse- 
quent details are stated with moderation ; and that a vast 
mass c^ facts is yet in reserve, capable, not only of con* 
firming whiat is now narrated, but of deepening the shades 
of their darkest representations. The reader's considera- 
tion is particularly directed to the Appendix, as containing 
information, collected with considerable labor, and carefully 
compiled. The writers much regret the circumstances of 
haste under which this publication has been prepared. But 
the case admits no delay ; and they, therefore, cast the fruit 
of their investigation, like bread upon the waters, with the 
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hope, that a blessing may accompany it ; and, that it maj 
promote, in however small a degree, the glory of God, and 
the happiness of that injured, oppressed, and still enslaved 
portion of their fellow men and fellow subjects, who hav« 
been the objects of their labors, anxieties, and prayers. 
11th MONTH, 30th, (NOV.) 1837. 



We embarked at Falmouth, on board the Skylark 
Packet, commanded by Lieutenant C. P. Ladd, R. N., on 
the I7th of 10th Month (October) 1836 ; and after a plea- 
sant voyage, came in sight of land on the 12th of 1 1th Month 
(November.) Land was announced from the mast-head 
^bout eight o'clock a. m., and in three or four hours the 
dark outline of the eastern shore of Barbados was visible 
from the deck. We cast anchor in Carlisle Bay before mid- 
night. On the following morning most of the passengers 
were on deck at sunrise ; some ready to greet the familiar 
appearance of a well known shore, and others to receive the 
novel impressions of a tropical clime and country. The 
yiew of the town and Bay is very beautiful. Bridgetown ex- 
tends almost from point to point, along two or three miles 
of a curved shore. The white houses are interspersed with 
cocoa-nut and palmetto trees. After leaving the vessel, we 
realised in our first brief hour on land, our earliest and pro- 
bably our deepest impressions of the characteristic features 
of the country. The vegetation is wholly different from 
that of Europe. The larger trees are chiefly palms, and the 
smaller beautiful flowering shrubs. Many of the fences are 
composed of a gigantic species. of cactus, the prickly pear. 
It seemed extraordinary to see the sickly exotics of an Eng- 
lish conservatory, growing in such luxuriant vigour. Our 
feelings also were deeply interested in finding ourselves in 
the midst of a dark population. There were all shades of 
color, from fair mulatto to black. We could not avoid being 
struck with the beautiful and intelligent countenances and 
European foreheads of many of the colored children. 
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CHAPTER I. 



BARBADOS, 

lUh Month, ISth, f November J 1836. 

The Sabbath. — ^We took up our quarters at 
Lewis's Hotel. An improved state of public opinion 
appears to have elevated this establishment to the level 
of European notions of propriety. The other principal 
hotels in Bridgetown are reported to be a standing re- 
proach to the morals of the colony. 

The first appearance of West India houses is strik- 
ing to a European. We were ushered into a spacious 
room, without carpet or hangings for the walls ; these 
and many other things necessary to comfort and clean- 
liness in England being here almost incompatible with 
both. The doors and windows are usually kept wide 
open, and the partitions between the rooms and pas- 
sages are sometimes nothing more than jalousies, or 
framed Venetian blinds, so that the apartments are 
thoroughly ventilated by the constant current of air, 
which tempers the heat of the climate. Glass win- 
dows also are to a great extent superfluous ; the ja- 
lousies being a sufiGicient protection from the weather. 
These arrang^ements are of course irreconcilable with 
that retirement which is so justly valued in our own 
country. 

The last few months have been unusually hot. The 
thermometer stood this morning at 86® in our sitting 

B 



2 BARBADOS. 

room. One of our fellow passengers, a resident for 
many years in the West Indies, told us he never felt 
it so oppressive. In the evening we went to the Wes- 
leyan chapel, a spacious and elegant building, which 
was completely filled by a respectable and well-dressed 
congregation. The white persons appeared to be in 
the proportion of one in fifteen. No distinction was 
observed in the seats. We were much struck with the 
silence and complete decorum which prevailed, and 
with the harmony of the singing, which was led by 
two or three black men, one of whom we were informed 
occasionally ofGiciates as a local preacher. After the 
service, we had an interview with the excellent mis- 
sionary who occupied the pulpit. His name is Moys- 
TBR. He was formerly stationed on the African shore, 
near the post now ccupied by Thomas Dove among 
the Foulahs. 

14th. — ^We made an excursion early this morning 
into the interior of the island. Barbados has rather 
a sterile aspect towards the coast, but our route was 
through a district in a high state of cultivation. The 
land was entirely occupied by cane grounds, fields of 
Guinea corn, plots of yams, &c. We saw several 
gangs of negros at work with their hoes, under the 
superintendence 6i a driver, who having been deprived 
of his whip, now carries a staff as a badge of authority. 
The number of women seemed to preponderate. 
They were sufl&ciently clothed. Their huts are wretch- 
ed little thatched hovels, crowded irregularly together. 
The views from the rising ground of the estates' build- 
ings, the houses with their avenues of cocoa palms, and 
the boiling houses with their windmills, are often very 
picturesque. We caUed on our return at a Moravian 
mission station, to the minister of which, Brother 
Klose, we had a letter of introduction. He informed 
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UB tkat about fifteen hundred apprentices attend his 
chapel^ of whom about one thousand are considered to 
be in membership. An infimt school has been estab- 
Ibhed on the premises. We observed some little chil- 
dren sitting on the steps of the schoolhouse, although 
it was at least an hour too early. They often come, 
we were told, at six o'clock, when their parents go to 
the field. Another schoolhouse for the older children 
is about to be erected, partly with aid obtained from 
the govemmait grant. 

In the course of the day John Scoblb and Josbph 
Sturqjb met by appointment the superintendent of the 
Wesleyan mission, and another of their ministers. 
They professed themselves willing to aid our inquiries 
^^ as far as was consistent with their instructions from 
home." In effect, those instructions appeared to us to 
pceblude their giving information as to the physical 
condition of the negros. They fully confirmed our 
previous information of the general desire of all classes 
of the apprentices* to learn; and said that they made 
the best use of the opportunities, within their reach. 
The cost of erecting schoolhouses ^of simple construc- 
tion, capable of accommodating one hundred children, 
b. about £25 sterling ; besides land, which averages 
from £90 to £50 sterling per acre. There is no gene- 
ral disposition on the part of the planters to encourage 
education. The local legislature has not yet sanction- 
ed the legality of dissenting marriages, so that difficul- 
ties in this respect have rather increased than decreased 
since 1834. Another individual whom we saw to-day, 
informed us that the mortality among the /[ree chil- 
dren had been very great since 1834, particularly in 
the early part of the new era. This he attributed in 
part to the prevalence of measles and other epidemics. 
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The children however had not proper attendance when 
sick, as their parents were usually compelled to repay 
the time they devoted to them. The planters expected 
the parents would apprentice their children, and re- 
sorted to severe measures to compel them to do so ; but 
the mothers resisted to extremity. It was at length 
found that it would not do to be so hard upon motiiers. 
Some of the planters are now considerate, others se- 
vere. A great grievance to which negros are subjected, 
is the practice of fining gangs in time for bad work. 
If an overseer is, or pretends to be, dissatisfied, he calls 
in one or two persons to look at the work, and then 
summons his people before the magistrate ; who mulcts 
the whole gang, idle and industrious together, in two, 
four, or even eight, of their Saturdays. 

It may here be mentioned, that we met in this is- 
land a missionary from Berbice, who informed us that 
the apprentices in that colony were in a wretched state. 
He considered the apprenticeship to be a complete 
, failure. There was not and could not be a medium 
between slavery and personal freedom. The magis- 
trates were in the hands of the planters. The gover- 
nor was well-meaning, but very much in the dark as 
to the actual working of the system ; as he formed his 
opinion on the official reports which he received. 
Very little is to be seen of the true state of the predial 
population of the colonies in or near the towns. The 
negros are greatly defrauded of their time. Speaking 
of their desire for instruction, he said many of them 
would gladly fetch and bring back on their shoulders, 
boys from his school to their own huts, a distance of 
three miles, in order to take a lesson from them in read- 
ing ; and that they were delighted when they coidd 
obtain his permission for their little teachers to remain 
all night with them. 
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JosBPH Sturob and Thomas Harvbt embarked 
this afternoon for Antigua in the mail-boat. 



Dr. Llotd and John Scobjle remained a day or 
two longer in Barbados before proceeding to Demerara. 
The following account of their visit to the jail at 
Bridgetown^ is given by the latter. 

^^ From the council chamber we proceeded into the 
jail yard^ where were collected a large number of ne- 
gros employed in breaking stones. The male negros 
are required to break thirty baskets a day — ^the women 
twenty five baskets a day. The stones are very hard 
and the hammers very soft ; the consequence is^ that it 
is a most laborious operation. In failure of their ap- 
pointed tasks, they are flogged both male and female ! 
This I learned on the spot. Among the women thus 
employed was one very far advanced in pregnancy. 
I was very much pleased to learn that some of the 
more powerful negros would break a few more baskets 
than their required amount, and give their surplus to 
the weaker, to save them a floggii^; From this part 
of the yard we proceeded to the back of the prison to 
inspect the tread-mill. It was going when we reached 
it — ^fifteen male negros of different ages, from boys to 
men, were on it, and the cat was in constant requisition * 
on their sides, shoulders, and legs, to keep them up to 
their work ; and even when the miserable creatures kept 
step properly, if they did not tread down they were 
ilogged. On the top of the tread-mill were a number 
of negros who secured the arms of those that were too 
weak to hold on by the rail. The usual time for them 
to be on the tread-mill is ten minutes. From the mill 
we proceeded to the jail. The first room we entered 
was about thirty by thirty-five feet, in which one hun- 
b3 
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dred and ten negros are at present obliged to herd to* 
gether from four in the afternoon until next morning ; 
how they can live in such an atmosphere as must be 
created by so large a number of persons being congre- 
gated together in a tropical climate, I cannot tell. — 
The next apartment visited was about half the size. 
There were confined in it thirty-five males, committed 
for various felonies. The jailer informed me that some- 
times negros were incarcerated there twelve months 
previous to trial, and are then discharged without it. 
Often when it is inconvenient for the prosecutor to ap- 
pear, or he does not choose to appear, cases are ad- 
journed to the next Sessions, a period of six months. 
How iniquitous a system is this ! We returned back 
to the tread-mill. The women were then on ; such a 
sight I never saw before ; they were dressed in coarse 
dowlas, descending from the hips like trowsers, below 
the knees, and upwards to the bosom, leaving the neck 
exposed, fitting close round the body. The arms from 
below the shoulders bare, the legs bare also. The 
heads shaved quite close, with a handkerchief tied 
round them. They were up for ten minutes, and had 
been up during the morning four times before, and 
were to be put up twice after we left. No difference 
whatever was made between them as to the amount of 
punishment. When we arrived, they had been up 
about three minutes, and the brutal driver was flogging 
them with the cat with as much severity as he had pre- 
viously flogged 'the men; he cut them wherever he 
listed, and as often as he pleased. We were dreadfully 
shocked,but determined to witness the whole proceeding. 
On the mill there was a mulatto woman, perhaps about 
thirty, dreadfully exhausted — indeed she could not step 
any more, although she had been on only a few minutes. 
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The driver flogged her repeatedly, and she as often 
made the attempt to tread the mill^ but np.ture was 
worn out . She was literally suspended by the bend 
of the elbow of one arm, a negro holding down the 
wrist at the top of the mill for some minutes; and her 
poor l^s knocking against the revolving steps of the 
mill until her blood marked them. There she hung 
groaning, and anon receiving a cut from the driver, to 
which she appeared almost indiflFerent. When the 
ten minutes were up, the negro above released her 
arm, and she fell on the floor utterly unable to support 
herself, and at last managed to stagger out of the 
place. Her sufferings must have been terrible. But 
she was not the only one who suffered. A black girl, 
apparently about eighteen, was equally exhausted. 
When we arrived, she was moaning piteously. Her 
moans were answered by the cut of the whip. She 
endeavoured again and again to tread the mill, but 
was utterly unable. She had lost all power, and hung, 
in the same helpless way with the mulatto woman, sus- 
pended by the left arm, held on by the wrist by a 
negro above. The bend of the arm passed over the 
rail, and the wrist was held down tightly, so that she 
could not alter her position, or get the least ease by 
moving. It was most affecting to hear her appeals to 
the driver, ^ Sweet massa, do pity me — do sweet 
massa, pity me — my arm is broke.' Her entreaties to 
be relieved were answered by cuts from the whip, and 
threats that did she not cease to make a noise, he 
would have her down and flog her. The fear that he 
would carry this threat into execution led her to sup- 
press her feelings as well as she could. I then engaged 
the attention of the driver in a conversation, and ma- 
naged to place him towards me in such a position that 
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be could not see the mill^ and by a multitude of quea* 
tions^ occupied about two minutes of the time^ until 
the glass had run down; thus saving the poor creature 
any more flogging. When let go, she sunk on the 
ground exhausted, but managed shortly after to crawl 
away from the scene of her suffering. Dn Lloyd and I 
went shortly after to that part of the mill where the 
women are kept ; the whole of them were in a state 
of profuse perspiration, and scarcely able to speak. 
We examined the legs of the mulatto woman, and 
found them shockingly bruised, the skin in one part 
about the size of a dollar torn away. The poor black 
girl had lost the skin off the bend of her arm, and was 
suffering dreadfully from the cramp. In reference to 
the latter female, I observed the driver cut her across 
the naked ancles, leaving the mark of his cat visible. 
I spoke a few kind words, which greatly affected 
them. Thus then, it appears, that in Barbados wo-« 
men committed to the tread-mill are catted ad libi- 
tum — ^the driver's feelings alone being the rule which 
governs him in the use of his scourge. During the 
whole time these scenes were transacting, the Barba- 
dos Legislature were holding their Sessions within 
thirty yards of the tread-mill.'* 
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VOYAGE TO ANTIGUA. 

nth Month, Uth, (November) 1836. 

One of our fellow passengers is from Demerara, 
and has with him two negros. He informs us that he 
is buying out, in different Colonies, the time of such 
apprentices as are disposed to emigrate to Demerara. 

15th. — ^The first island at which we touch is St. 
Lucia. Early this morning we were in sight of it, 
and also of St. Vincent, and Martinique. St. Lucia 
is one cluster of mountains covered to their very sum- 
mits with trees and brushwood. It is impassable ex- 
cept on foot or horseback. The cane and coffee grounds 
are situated in the fertile gorges and ravines. With 
a telescope we could discover many of the houses of 
the planters, their sugar works and negro villages. 
The outlines of the moimtains are remarkably bold ; 
an effect partly owing to the clearness of the atmos- 
phere. Clouds are always floating about or resting 
on some of the summits ; but rain and mist, although 
frequent, are of almost momentary duration. A pe- 
culiar feature of the island are its three conical hills 
called the pitons or sugar loaves, one of which is in- 
accessible. The mailboat stopped for an hour at the 
port of Castries, which gave us an opportunity of see- 
ing the town. Like Bridgetown it is dirty, straggling, 
and disagreeable. The English West India towns. 
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judging froin these specimens^ are very ill constructed 
for the purposes of health in such a climate. 

Most of the vessels we have seen have been sloops 
bringing supplies of cattle and mules from Porto Rico 
to the French and English islands. Barbados is the 
only considerable English colony which raises provi- 
sions and stock enough for its own consumption and 
for export ; and to this its superior prosperity is main- 
ly owing. St. Lucia and most of the other islands^ 
notwithstanding their boundless fertility^ are depend- 
ent to a deplorable extent on imported supplies ; so 
that one or two successive seasons of short crops and 
low prices of produce occasion a general depression i 
as the out-goings of the planters are large and con- 
stant. 

16th. — ^Martinique is in sight of St. Lucia. We 
passed . the celebrated Diamond rock about simset. 
This morning when we came on deck^ we were in full 
view of the beautiful bay and town of St. Pierre. 
Martinique is one of the finest of the lesser Antilles. 
Its mountains. are higher than those of St. Lucia^ and 
it poss^ses also a considerable extent of fine table 
land; which, with the side^ of the ravines, and every 
accessible and many apparently inaccessible spots, is 
brought into cultivation. We could distinguish seve- 
ral very aumerous gangs of negros at work in the cane 
fields. Hie town of St. Pierre has an aspect of com- 
fort and opulence. A line of tamarind trees runs 
along the. beach. The streets are built in two or three 
long ranges parallel with the shore. They are shaded 
by the height of the houses, and kept cool by a stream 
of water perpetually gurgling down a stone channel 
in the centre. The town is abundantly supplied with 
this luxurious element. It is built on a narrow strip 



ANTIGUA. 1 1 

of land, which is almost overhuDg by mountains rising 
immediately behind it. The black population were . 
well dressed and seemed to share the general prospe- 
rity. A casual visitor of the ports of these islands^ 
where slavery prevails in its unmitigated form, might 
be easily misled as to the character of the system by 
the appearance of the population. 

We reached Dominica in about four hours from 
St. Pierre. It presents a still bolder and more pre- 
cipitous wall of mountains to the sea than Martinique 
or St. Lucia ; and, as in those islands, many spots are 
cultivated, from which it is difficult to conceive how 
the produce can be conveyed. It is the most subject 
to hurricanes of all the islands, and during the last 
few years has suffered from the prevalence of a coffee 
blight. Coffee, which used to be its staple, is now 
being fast supplanted by sugar. We landed at Roseau 
about sunset^ in a canoe manned by free blacks, which 
shot through the water at the rate of six or seven miles 
an hour. There were crowds of black and colored 
people on the beach, jabbering in their French patois. 
The little knot of whites were very angry that the 
mails should be landed in such confusion ; and displayed 
a bitter spirit towards tlie free blacks, whom they 
stigmatized as thieves, brutes, skulking drones, &c. 
&c. The aspect of the town of Roseau is very foreign. 
17th. — ^We were all night becalmed under the lee of 
Dominica. The principal ports of these islands are 
situated on their western or south-western coasts to 
the leeward, which renders the navigation from one 
to another, in sailing vessels, very tedious and uncer- 
tain. A breeze this morning soon carried us to Gua- 
daloupe, but left us again under the lee of that island ; 
so that we were some hours toiling to Basseterre. 
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Guadaloupe is less beautiful than Martinique^ and did 
not appear to us so highly cultivated. The town of 
Basseterre is situated near its south-western extremity 
on extensive lowlands^ sloping gradually upwards to 
the bases of an amphitheatre of mountains. We 
availed ourselves as usual of the opportunity of land- 
ing for a few minutes. The principal street is wide 
and enlivened by fountains. An avenue of beautiful 
tamarind trees runs down its whole length, under 
which the inhabitants meet to spend their evenings. 
The number of military, officers of customs, guarda 
costdSj &c. to be seen here and at Martinique, marks 
the difference between the French colonial system and 
our own. We saw few white people in Guadaloupe. 
The prejudice against color is probably not so strong 
as in our own islands, as we observed several persons, 
white, brovm, and black, working together on a tailor's 
board ; we witnessed, however, a specimen of bar- 
barism which we had not expected to find — several 
copper-colored boys in a boat in an entire state of 
nudity ; they were of Spanish-Indian and negro blood. 
18th. — We were again yesterday becalmed undar 
the lee of Guadaloupe. To a lover of the picturesque 
who had no stronger impulse to carry him onward, a 
detention amidst this beautiful archipelago of islands 
would be delightful. *3%ie hills of round, conical, and 
irregular figures, rising abruptly from the ocean, aAd 
cleft into the most romantic gorges and ravines, are 
covered with perennial verdure, and clothed to thdr 
summits with primeval forest : they are evidently of 
volcanic origin. In St, Vincent there is still an active 
volcano, and in several of the other islands are hot 
springs and stmffrteres. This morning we passed 
near Montserrat, and several of the smaller islands, 
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and saw the mountains of Nevis and St. Kitt's in the 
distance. We at length made Antigua^ and after some 
hours spent in tacking and beating about with a con- 
trary wind, succeeded in entering the harbor of St. 
John's ; which, though of difficult access, is spacious 
and secure. Here, as elsewhere, the black and colored 
population find employment in great numbers in fish- 
ing and pilot boats. We bought a quantity of fish 
from one of their boats, of brilliant colors, such as we 
have little idea of in Europe. One of them was barred 
with a rainbow, covered with green spots, with fins 
and tail painted in green and red stripes. As we ap- 
proached the island, we could hear at a distance of one 
Or two miles, the shrill, constant, ringing noise of 
insects and reptiles. We landed at St. John's, late in 
the evening. 

Our fellow passenger from Demerara, above men- 
tioned, was engaged in a traffic which has not been 
inappropriately termed in these islands the Demerara 
slave-trade. He was a man of insinuating address, 
well informed and intelligent, and appeared to be on 
terms of intimacy with persons of respectability in 
the different islands. He spoke of the object he was 
pursuing without any reserve or concealment, and 
even furnished us with some documentary information 
respecting it. He informed us that the labor of un- 
attached predials is worth fn)m five- sixths of a dollar 
to a dollar per day in Demerara. The cost of their 
maintenance is less than half a dollar per week. They 
work seven and half hours per diem for six days in the 
week. In answer to our inquiries how the amount 
of labor was ascertained which a negro could perform 
in seven and half hours, he said they knew pretty well 
" what was the most that they could get out of them." 
c 
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The apprentices may leave work after the seven and 
half hours are out, unless they choose to work in their 
extra lime, which they frequently do at a low rate. 
The estates in Demerara are generally on a larger scale 
than in the other colonies. One with 250 negros will 
yield a revenue of about £4000 sterling annually. The 
negros are very fond of living near town, and on this 
account he thinks the distant estates will have to be 
abandoned after 1840. The Governor, Sir J. C. Smyth, 
was determined to enforce the Abolition Law, and 
therefore, he said, ^^ we don't like him.*' He spoke highly 
of the liberality of the British Government in the matter 
of compensation. ^* You may depend upon it," he said, 
^^ though few like to acknowledge it, it has been the sal- 
vation of nine- tenths of us." He knew thirty or 
forty planters whose mortgages would have been fore- 
closed ere this, had not the question been settled at the 
time and in the way it was. He informed us that he 
had imported into Demerara, three cargoes of laborers, 
consisting either of free persons from Antigua, or ap- 
prentices, whose time he had purchased from the other 
colonies. They were all indented to himself for a longer 
or shorter period, and were principally domestic ser- 
vants or handicraft laborers. He would have pre- 
ferred predials, but they were more difficult to obtwi. 
His present object is to collect eighty predial labor- 
ers at Tortola, in order to take them to Demerara. The 
expense of transport and maintenance averages nearly 
twenty dollars per head. Of the two negros who were 
on board, one was his personal servant, and appeared 
to us to be employed in the respectable vocation of a 
decay; the other was a young man about eighteen, 
whose time he had purchased at Barbados for the 
low price of forty-eight dollars. His former master did 
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not like him^ nor he his master; indeed the youth's wish 
to emigrate was so strong that he had indented him* 
self for more than the four years, yet remaining of the 
apprenticeship. Of the previous importations, fourteen 
had been obtained from Nevis, who had cost him on 
the average eighty dollars each ; a few also from St. 
Kitts, where the disposition to emigrate is very great ; 
and though at present it is successfiiUy resisted by 
the planters, he thinks the island will be nearly depo- 
pulated after 1840. Besides these he had obtained 
laborers from Montserrat and Antigua. From two 
lists, with which he furnished us, of names and other 
particulars, it appeared that he had bought at Mont- 
serrat the term of apprenticeship of thirty field la- 
borers and one domestic, at various rates of from 
fifty to one hundred dollars each. Small sums of from 
one to four dollars were paid to them in advance as 
presents, and they were indented till August 1st, 1840, 
under an agreement to receive two dollars per month 
wages. In Antigua he had induced thirty-two negros 
of both sexes, carpenters, sailors, house-servants, and 
a few field-laborers, to indent themselves for various 
periods of one to four years, at a rate of wages of 
three to seven dollars per month, and generally 
on higher terms after the first year. The various 
amounts advanced to them were to be deducted from 
their earnings. The indenture stipulated that the ser- 
vant ^^ shall perform all lawful hours of assiduous labor 

for the full term of ^years ; all sick and absent 

days to be made good;'' and that the master, besides 
the specified amount of wages, shall supply ^^ food, 
clothing, and medical attendance, according to the 
usages of the colony of British Guiana." In order to 
obviate the inconvenience of this singularly vague do- 
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cument being disputed, the local authoritiefi of Deme- 
rara have passed an ordinance declaring such agree- 
ments valid; whether executed in that or in any other 
British or Foreign Colony, in the presence of a ma- 
gistrate or otherwise^ and by any negro of the age of 
fifteen years or upwards. A statement of the cost of 
negros thus conveyed to Demerara, deducted from the 
profit of their labor as apprenticed field-laborers^ and 
allowing one-fourth for casualties, shews a profit upon 
each of upwards of £100 sterling; an inducement 
sufficiently strong to give a great impulse to this re- 
vived form of the slave-trade. Our informant com- 
plained bitterly of the opposition of the authorities of 
Antigua. He said that the laborers of that colony were 
in a wretched condition ; and yet those who wished to 
emigrate, were impeded by fictitious charges of breach 
of contract, and other obstacles thrown in their way 
by the planters. 

The following occurrence, as wc were entering the 
Harbor of St. John's, threw a little light on the senti- 
ments of some of the colored people of that island, on 
this kind of emigration. A fine intelligent young man 
came on board, to offer us the use of his boat. Our 
fellow passenger, who seemed to know every body, 
immediately addressed him; "Doyoknow * * * ?" 
"Yes Sir.'' "Where is she now?'' "Idontknow,sir." 
" Well, I can tell you ; she is in Demerara." " I hope 
80, sir." " Now do you believe she is in Demerara, or 
on the Spanish Main ?" "I dont know, sir ; that's a 
delicate question^ sir." In the course of the preceding 
dialogue, he turned to us and said, that an idea was 
entertained, that the emigrants were taken to the Span- 
ish Main and sold as slaves. We do not perceive that 
that they have any security against being carried to 
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New Orleans, Cuba, Porto Rico, or some part of the 
Spanish Main, and there sold as slaves, other than the 
enormous profit which is made by the safer specula- 
tion of carrying them to Demerara, and selling them 
there to the highest bidder as apprentices. 
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ANTIGUA. 

nth Month, 'Mth, (November) 1836. 

The Sabbath. — We went this morning to the 
Moravian Chapel. The congregation consisted of from 
six to eight hundred black and colored persons ; a 
large proportion of whom appeared to belong to the 
predial class. Their attention and silence were strik- 
ing, and their dresses remarkable for neatness and 
simplicity. The singing and chaunting were very 
harmonious. In looking over a congregation of blacks, 
it is not difficult to lose the impression of their color. 
There is among them the same diversity of counte- 
nance and complexion as among Europeans ; and it 
is doing violence to one's own feelings, to suppose for 
a moment that they are not made of the same blood as 
ourselves. There is only one white person, besides 
the ministers and their families, who is a member of the 
Moravian Church in Antigua, — Joseph Phillips ; 
who is known in England in connexion with the Anti- 
Slavery cause. There were however present several 
other whites ; besides some who bear very slight traces, 
either in complexion or feature, of their African des- 
cent. After the service we were introduced to the 
minister, Bennet Harvey, and to several other per- 
sons. The mission premises are rather extensive* 
The buildings are of wood, very complete, and nicely 
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arranged. The grav^e-yard^ which is undistinguished 
by mounds^ tombstones^ or monuments^ is planted with 
cocoa nut trees, and enclosed with palings and a fence 
of the great American aloe. We noticed a consider- 
able number of n^ros, men and women^ near one of the 
doors of the chapel, waiting their examination as candi- 
dates for communion. Another body of them was col- 
lected about a large round building, used as a rain-water 
cistern^ drinking the pure element from a calabash. 

Antigua is dependent on the heavens for its sup- 
plies of waten There are only two or three wells in 
the island which are not brackish. We looked into 
the Sunday school. The attendance was not numerous, 
as the morning had been rainy. A class of little girls 
were called out to read to us, which they did very 
nicely, and answered their teacher's questions with 
vivacity and intelligence* In the course of the after- 
noon and evening, one of us attended the parish church 
and Wesleyan chapel. In each case, the congregation 
was nearly as numerous as the Moravian. They ex- 
hibited much more gaiety of dress, especially at the 
former ; but the distinction in seats seemed to be regu- 
lated at least as much by the aristocracy of wealth as 
color. 

22nd. — ^We waited this morning upon the Governor, 
Lieutenant Colonel Light, who received us very cour- 
teously, and kindly offered his assistance in the prose- 
cution of our inquiries. He spoke very favorably of 
the working of the new system, observing that the ex- 
pense of cultivating estates was less than formerly, 
and that the laborers were more industrious. He did 
not however, consider that the improvement in the mor-r 
als of the people was co-extensive with their opportuni- 
ties of instruction. He stated that much good had been 
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done by the Benefit Societies^ formed in connexion with 
the different religious communities. The Governor's 
secretary, (pi'o* tem.) who introduced us, is an agreeable, 
intelligent, young man of color. 

We afterwards visited the day school of the Mora- 
vians. There were about one hundred and sixty chil- 
dren present, an attendance rather smaller than the 
average. Part of them belonged to the infant school, 
which is held in a detached building, from ten o'clock 
till twelve, daily. They were now sitting round the 
room, waiting for their elder brothers and sisters, who 
attend school two hours later. We were disappointed 
to find that not more than one eighth of the children 
could read in thie Testament. Their teacher informed 
us that they were very backward also in arithmetic. 
We saw some of their copy books, a few of which were 
nicely written. In conclusion, a number of the scho- 
lars recited some passages of scripture, and the whole 
school sung a hymn before breaking up, exercises 
which they performed very well. Dreadful evils are 
occasioned to some of these scholars, from the lax 
morals of apart of the white inhabitants of the colony. 
Within the last three months, three girls have left the 
school in consequence of having formed improper con- 
nexions with white men. The last instance was one of 
their most promising scholars, a girl about seventeen, 
who it is believed, was sacrificed by her mother for 
gain. The authority of parents is much greater among 
the negros than in Europe, and it is sometimes thus 
horribly abused. 

On our return, we visited the cells in which crimi- 
nal slaves were formerly confined. They appeared 
sufficiently spacious and airy, and are now occupied by 
offenders against the police laws. In one of them was 
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a little colored boy^ about eight years old^ who had 
been put in for the night by one of the police ; solely 
at the request of his mother^ whom he had displeased* 
We learn that considerable distress prevails among 
the aged and infirm part of the population. When the 
Abolition Bill was passed, a number of these were su- 
perannuated and pensioned on the different estates; 
but the provision made for them is too often totally 
inadequate to their maintenance. We heard to-day, 
of a poor woman who was allowed only a dogy which 
is about three farthings sterling, per day, from the es-^ 
tate on which she had spent her youth and strength as 
a slave. 

23rd. — ^In the course of a morning's ride, we saw 
many estates, and gangs of negros at work. The usual 
employment was digging cane -holes with the hoet, 
which is very severe labor. The overlookers, as the 
ci devant drivers are now called, had no sticks of of- 
fice ; except such of them as carried a staff, to denote 
that they were rural constables. One of the most in- 
telligent negros on each estate is usually invested 
with this authority. Our guide, an intelligent black, 
told us that the people worked as well as formeriy ; 
but that many of the women did not now come into the 
field before breakfast, as they staid at home to pre- 
pare the morning meal for their husbands and children. 
In these cases they receive wages only for three quar- 
ters of a day. The huts we saw looked larger and more 
comfortable than in Barbados, but they are clustered 
together in a way that must impede ventilation, and be 
injurious to health. The sitcb of the villages are often 
badly chosen. 

Ahe last fifteen months in Antigua, have been a 
time of extreme drought, a visitation to which the is- 
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land is periodically subject. The coming crop thete'* 
fore will fall considerably short of an average. Many 
fields of canes have arrowed, as the flowering of the 
plant is technically termed; which shews that they have 
reached a too rapid maturity. We called in the course 
of the day upon Jambs Cox, the Superintendent of the 
Wesleyan Mission, who kindly promised to give U8 
information respecting the state of education, &c. 
among the members. In the course of a general con- 
versation, he told us that he thought the most sanguine 
expectations of abolitionists, had been realised in An- 
tigua. He did not think there was a man in the 
island who would be willing to return to Slavery. He 
presented us with a catechism on civil, moral, and so- 
cial duties, drawn up by their missionaries, and printed 
by the legislature, for general circulation. On looking 
it over, we find that what it contains is very excellent, 
and largely supported by scripture quotations. Fifteen 
pages, however, are devoted to the inculcation of subor- 
dination, and other duties of the lower classes, and 
one page only to the duties of the upper classes ; an 
inequality which we hope will disappear in future 
editions ; as ignorance and the imperfect performance 
of relative duties are quite as prevalent among the 
latter as the former. A minister from another part 
of the island, who was present, informed us, in reply 
to our inquiries, that the old and infirm people were 
not supported on all the estates, and on some received 
but a miserable pittance. We called upon several 
other persons in the course of the morning. One of 
them gave us some interesting information respecting 
the passing of the Abolition Bill, by the local legisla- 
ture. It appears that the proprietors of Antigua de- 
serve less credit than they claim for this beneficent 
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measure. It was first proposed at a meeting of pro- 
prietors^ by a planter, who produced statements to 
shew^ that under a free system he would have to pay 
wages to one third only of the negros whom he should 
be required to support as apprentices ; and that he 
could work his estates equally well by free labor, at a 
less expense. The proposition excited some commo- 
tion at first. The cry was raised that he was betraying 
the secrets of the planters, and that if this came to the 
ears of government, they would get no compensation. 
A persuasion, however, of the superiority of the free 
system, gained ground in future discussions, and now 
the miost bigoted adherents of slavery acknowledge 
that free labor is best and cheapest. 

24th. — ^We called this morning upon a gentleman 
who had kindly introduced himself, and offered to give 
us information on the cultivation of the island. He is 
the Town Agent for a large number of estates, and a 
resident of thirty years standing. His intelligence, 
experience, and piety, give great weight to his state- 
ments. He furnished us with calculations and com- 
parative statements, to which we shall have hereafter 
occasion to allude. We called subsequently at the 
mission station of the brethren; where we found bro- 
ther MoRRisH from the interior. While we were 
sitting with them, an old man came for relief. 
He was a member of their church ; and appeared 
to be upwards of eighty years of age, and quite 
blind. He said that he was allowed only six pints 
of corn-meal a week from the estate, and that last 
week he did not get even that. These poor and 
destitute persons are relieved in part, out of a sum 
annually supplied by some charitable persons in Lon- 
don, who are unconnected with the island, and of 
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whom BfiNNUT Harvey is the almoner ; and in part 
also out of the funds of two Benefit Societies in St. 
John's, existing in connection with the Moravian 
Church. These institutions, one of which is composed 
of town and the other of country members, are formed 
like the English Friendly Societies, for the purpose of 
securing a fund available for the members in sickness 
and old age. The setting aside a portion of the fund 
for the benefit of those who do not contribute to it, is 
however, a feature of benevolence peculiar to the sub- 
scribers. Besides administering casual relief, the com- 
mittee of the Town Benefit Society have established a 
hospital on the mission premises, consisting of a num- 
ber of small, moveable, wooden houses, in which are 
supported twelve persons who are unable to work, 
from age or disease. We went to see this interesting 
establishment. Several of its inmates are afflictec! with 
the dreadful diseases of leprosy and elephantiasis; 
their loathsome condition cannot shut them out from 
the active and benevolent sympathies of a society, 
whose members were nearly all slaves three years ago. 
On our return we visited the Jail, and House of Cor- 
rection, which consist of contiguous buildings and 
premises ; twenty eight are now waiting their trial, 
of whom twelve are for sheep-stealing which is felony. 
Of minor offences, cane stealing or breaking, constitutes 
a very large proportion. Of the prisoners who are un- 
dergoing punishment, about eighty are employed in a 
penal gang on the public roads. They do not work 
in chains, with the exception of five or six whose 
sentences of death have been commuted ; and require 
only a very slight superintendence. The refractory 
are punished by being put upon the tread-mill on their 
return at night. Some petty offenders were breaking 
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stones ia the court yard. We observed a little boy 
of eight years old^ who was committed^ as we after- 
wards learned, for stealing a single cane, whilst passing 
through the fields on his way to town on an errand. 
For this he was sentenced to pay a fine of seven dol- 
larSy and in default of payment, to imprisonment and 
hard labor. Not to speak of the impolicy of making 
a criminal of such a child as this, the fine imposed is 
equivalent to his earnings for about three months, and 
is about a hundred and twenty times more than the 
value of the property stolen. The situation of these 
buildings is very cool and airy, and the rooms are 
spacious and clean. The prisoners are usually allowed 
nine-plence currency per diem for their support, which 
in consideration of the present scarcity has been in- 
creased to ten«pence, which is laid out for them by the 
superintendent. A chapel has recently been fitted up 
in one of the upper rooms, in which service is perform- 
ed by the Aector of St. John's^ early in the morning 
of the Sabbath. 

We had a conversation in the evening with two of 
the Moravian missionaries; to whose society nearly 
half the laboring population of the island belongs. 
About nine-tenths of their people are negros. They 
are members by birthright, unless they forfeit their 
privileges by misconduct; but all are actually under 
the superintendence and religious care of the mission- 
aries. The chapels are not sufficiently numerous to 
hold all their members ; who are therefore compelled 
to attend, as it were, on alternate Sabbaths. Not 
more than two or three of their people are qualified to 
assist them in their schools. Infant schools, in their 
opinion, are much better calculated than any other in- 
stitutions to raise the character of the next generation; 

D 
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as well as, by bringing them up together from childhood 
under the same course of discipline, to extinguish the 
prejudice of caste, which exists between the colored 
and black population. The disposition of the negroi 
is decidedly pacific ; yet the Christmas following the 
1st of August, 1834, was the first for thirty years that 
had been celebrated without the proclamation of mar- 
tial law. Since emancipation ten or twelve riotous feU 
lowsy as they were termed, have been known to be car- 
ried to jail by a single constable. The 1st of August, 
1834, was a day of deep and solemn religious observ- * 
ance. The Moravians are the only body who have 
thrown open their chapels on the subsequent anniver- 
saries of that glorious day, many of the proprietors 
having set their faces against its celebration. 

25th. — Our attention has been called to the mischief 
resulting from the non-recognition of the validity of 
marriages by Dissenting Ministers. An obsolete local 
Act, of the date of 1692, imposes a penalty upon any 
minister, not qualified according to the regulations of 
the Church of England, who shall celebrate the mar- 
riage ceremony. Other Acts also exist, which forbid 
the intermarriage of slaves and free persons; and 
discourage the marriages of slaves with each other. 
About twenty years ago, these acts began to be ge- 
nerally disregarded by the missionaries. From 1804 
to 1834, the number of marriages of slaves registered 
at the Moravian Mission in St. John^s, was nine hun- 
dred and four, and the number of divorces ten. TheL^ 
example and that of the Wesleyans, were followed by 
the present Rector of St. John's, and subsequently 1^ 
the other established clergy. The Emancipation Act 
having given the Establishment the power of receiving 
fees for the marriage of negros, and the ceremony 
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having acquired a civil character, affecting the legal 
union of the parties, and the rights of inheritance of 
their children, the dissenting ministers received an 
intimation that they must discontinue marrying; 
which they have done accordingly. One evil conse- 
quence resulting from this state of things, is to dis- 
courage marriage ; as the fees of the clergy are heavier 
than the negros can always afford to pay. It is right 
however to add, that the excellent incumbent of the 
Metropolitan parish has made both marriage and bu- 
rial fees, a free will offering, and his example has been 
followed by at least one other clergyman. The follow- 
ing relation forcibly illustrates the glaring evils which 
result from the nonvalidity of what are called sectarian 
marriages ; a question which the Act of Emancipation 
has raised into importance. Many years ago, a free 
black woman purchased a colored slave, gave him his 
freedom, and was married to him by a Wesleyan min- 
ister. The 1st of August, 1834, was in hi^ estimation 
adsLj of general release y even from the connubial bond; 
and he proceeded to take another and younger wife of 
his own complexion. A license was obtained ; but the 
clergyman, being timely apprised of the facts, refused 
to perform the ceremony ; legal proceedings were 
threatened ; but at length the parties paid a visit to 
a neighbouring foreign colony, and after a short ab- 
sence, returned to Antigua — married. It is said, that 
other persons, similarly circumstanced, were waiting 
the result ; whose wishes were only defeated by the 
firmness of the established clergy. In other instances, 
we are informed, the parents of numerous families have 
taken advantage of the law, to dissolve their unions of 
many years duration. In some of the colonies also, 
and even in Antigua, proprietors have been found ca- 
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pable of taking advantage of the non-recognition of 
marriages^ to forbid husbands and wives, resident^ as is 
generally the case, on different estates, from visiting 
•each other in their hours of rest and recreation. 

We visited this morning the Methodist infant 
school. There were one hundred and thirty children 
present, of from two to seven years of age, and of every 
color ; three or four white, twenty or thirty blacky and 
the rest of every intermediate shade of complexion. 
Some of them repeated to us their usual rhythmical 
exercises, and a class of them read very nicely in the 
5th Chapter of Matthew ; the whole sung a hyniH at 
the conclusion ; the faces of the children were expres- 
sive of happiness and intelligence. The school appear- 
ed to be in an efficient state, and we thought it would 
bear comparison with the average of infant schools in 
England. The teachers were two colored young 
women. 

26th. — ^We went this morning through the market, 
which was largely attended. Almost every sort ci 
eatable commodity was exposed for sale ; fruit, fish, 
meal, besides bundles of sticks and grass, cotton 
piunts, &c. &c. The scene was a highly animated one, 
but the proceedings were conducted with great order^ 
Previously to the Abolition of Slavery, the market was 
principally supplied by the agricultural peasantry, with 
articles of their own raising ; but now this class are 
more generally buyers than sellers ; and a large pro- 
portion of the merchandise is of foreign growth or 
manufacture. The increase of trade thus created, is 
one consequence of the payment of labor in wages. 
A Police Act came into operation about a fortnight 
ago, which affords an illustration of the new forms in 
which oppression will learn to exhibit itself in the 
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West Indies ; one of its clauses prohibits country peo- 
ple from bringing their goods to market without a pass 
from the manager of the estate on which they reside. 
Unless they are provided with this pass^ the police 
seize and confiscate their property, whether it be pro- 
duce, poultry, or other stock of their own raising, or 
grass and wood collected on the estate, by the ma- 
nager's permission. We had a long talk to-day with 
a negro, introduced to us by a friend as one on whose 
veracity we might depend. He appeared to be a se- 
rious, respectable man. The substance of his state- 
ment was, that their wages of one shilling currency, 
a day, (about five-pence halfpenny sterling,) were not 
sufficient to maintain them. He had a wife and six 
children, and an old mother to support ; of whom, two 
of the children only were able to earn any thing. 
They could not manage without " minding" their little 
stock. He said that if a laborer was five minutes after 
time in the morning, the manager stopped his pay for 
the day. He complained also that he had just received 
thirty days notice to quit, because he refused to allow 
one of his children whom he wished to put to a trade, 
to go to the field, although he promised that all his 
other children. should be brought up to estate labor. 
Men are sometimes taken before the magisti'ate and 
fined for trespass, for visiting their wives, living on 
different properties. In conclusion, however, as the 
laborers could not now be locked up in the dungeon 
and flogged, the change in their circumstances was yet 
as he emphatically expressed it, " Thank ( lod, a great 
deliverance from bondage." 

27th. — ^We went this morning to the Moravian 
Chapel. Several of the brethren reside at the station 
in St. John's. The one who occupied the pulpit to- 
D 3 
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day was a German ; and his diacourse was nearly an- 
intelligible to ub. The propriety of sending any- but 
Englitth missionarieB to labor in our West India Colo* 
uies may well be doubted ^ unless thie German brethren 
possess the Acuity of easily acquiring a new language^ 
in addition to the evangelical zeal and piety^ which 
doubtless many of them do possess. A gentleman o( 
great intelligence, and long resident here, remarked to 
UB to-day, that the people have improved much in dresi 
and general appearance, since Emancipation. The 
very features of the negros have altered \f ithin hb 
memory, in consequence, as he believes, of tbmr eleva- 
tion hy education, and religious instruction. Their 
countenances express much more intelligence, and 
much less of the malignant passions. A belief in the 
Obeah, and other superstitions, is not quite worn out 
even among the members of churches. Fears of poison- 
ing used to be common among cruel masters and 
managers. Such would lock up the filtering apparatus 
which supplied them with water, and commit ^e key 
to a favorite slave. Others, would employ non^ but 
hired servants in their houses, not daring to trust 
their slaves. We visited the Wesleyan Sunday school 
in the course* of the day. There were upwards of 
three hundred children present, of various ages, and of 
.all shades of color. The school appeared to be in aa 
efficient state, and was conducted in its various classes 
by a large number of teachers j all of whom were 
black or colored young men and women. The children 
as usual, looked happy and animated. Their bodily 
and mental faculties, certainly appear to be more 
rsipidly developed, than in our colder climate ; a cir« 
cumstance which renders the extensive introduction bf 
the infant system^ into the West Indies a matter of 
the most urgent importance. 
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/.' 3Sth.-=^^^We':ld9b* St. Jofati^s thttsi morping, on a little 
journey <iiitd.thei interior, being ;kiT]dly invited to New-- 
field, one of the stations of the Brethren. We called 
on our way on a planter, residing on hia own estate, 
who is also a clergyman of the established church, and 
has built a little chapel of ease oy^r his boiling house, 
in which he preaches to his pepple on the Sabbath. 
He informed us, that he had formerly two hundred 
slaves, of whom about one hundred and fifty of all ages 
were employed. He has now one hundred on his pay 
list, including children ; and the cultivation of his 
estate is kept up as well as before, the deficiency being 
supplied by the introduction of the plough. It was not 
ut^requent formerly to have twenty or thirty at a time 
ip the sick-house. Sham sickness has now entirely 
disappeared ; as the laborers suffer by the loss of time 
them^lves. One of the chief disadvantages of the new 
system^ resulted from the idea of degradation attached 
to field labor. On this account he never took his do- 
mestics, as formerly from the field ; because if they 
did not please him in their new capacity, they invari- 
ably refused to return to their agricultural labor. 
Speaking of the general question of Emancipation, he 
said, that he preferred the free system for himself, 
because he could employ many or few hands as he 
pleased. The expense of working estates was, he be- 
lieved, about the same as before. On the whole per- 
haps, there had been an improvement in the moral con- 
dition of the people. There were no such outbreaks 
now, of the malignant passions as were frequent for- 
merly. Things were managed with much less dis- 
comfort to the proprietor on this account. He ob- 
served that Antigua presented the only instance of a 
••body of agricultural slaves, being emancipated without 
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being made to pass through a transition state. It was 
in the power of the proprietors to revert to such a 
state, and it might be desirable to do so by giving the 
people their houses and grounds on lease^ on condition 
of their paying a rent of so many days labor in the year. 
This would attach them to the soil. We proceeded 
from thence to Newfield. In the course of the day, our 
kind host, Brother Morrish, accompanied us to seve- 
ral of the neighbouring plantations. The first gentle- 
man to whom he introduced us, who had always been 
esteemed an indulgent master, carried us to see his 
negro village, part of which has been rebuilt, and other- 
wise improved, since 1834. The houses are now very 
comfortable ; consisting of one, and sometimes two 
rooms, of from ten to fourteen feet square, and kept 
very clean, a few of which are furnished with a four- 
post bed, and other household goods. Each kitchen 
is a little detached shed, thatched, and without chim- 
ney, apparently so ill adapted to culinary processes, 
that it is difficult to imagine how the villages escape an 
occasional conflagration. The huts are also thatched 
with cane-trash, thrown on in a very slovenly manner, 
but the interior roof is constructed of strips of palm 
leaves neatly plaited. In one which we entered, a 
young woman was sitting on the ground, with a very 
young child in her lap, which had on an obi necklace 
of horsehair, because its neck was " limber,*' as she 
expressed it. The minister took off the necklace, and 
spoke to her very appropriately on her sinful habits 
and superstition. She was not married. 

We made inquiries of this gentleman respecting the 
comparative cost of cultivation under the present and 
former system, and subsequently received two letters 
from him on that subject. He was unable to furnish us 
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with a statement in figures ; but he believed the cost 
of working his two estates under the new system was 
greater than before, as they had always been full hand- 
ed, and used to raise annually a supply of provisions 
sufiElcient for six or ten months' consumption. On the 
average of estates he did not think that the free system 
was dearer than slavery. He observed that there had 
not been even ^^ moderately good weather" since eman- 
cipation, so as to give it a fair trial in other respects ; 
but he fears that it will be found difficult to take off an 

abundant crop within the usual time.^ Another 
planter whom we called upon told us that the people 

gave him much less trouble than before emancipation. 
He mentioned one estate in the island which had 
netted £5000 sterling this year j he thought, there- 
fore, the free system must answer for some parties. 
In the evening, we had an interesting opportunity of 
observing the manner of exercising the discipline of 
the church amongst the Brethren, which convinced us 
that a real oversight is maintained over their large body 
of members. Certain evenings in the week are set apart 
for the members to come to have *^ a speaking" with 
the minister ; and the arrangements are such that the 
whole pass before him^once in six or eight weeks, and 
receive advice suitable to their condition. There is 
also, on ieach estate, a religious negro called a ^^ helper," 
who watches over the members, and brings all delin- 
quencies and disputes before the minister. Several 
cases were thus brought before him this evening. Two 
were of a serious character ; the individuals being ac- 

* We have found that many planters participate in this belief ; 
bat we are happy to add, that, on the few estates which were fa- 
vored last year with good weather and a lai*ge crop, these fears have 
not been realized. 
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cused of living with women to whom they were net 
married : — their sentences were, to be put out of the 
church. Another case was that of a husband charged ' 
with beating his wife: — sentence, suspension. Theae 
decisions are taken to the monthly conference of the 
missionaries for confirmation. The addresses of the 
minister to the offenders were affectionately solemn 
and appropriate ; and appeared to produce a deep im* 
pression. The people are more in fear of the churck 
discipline than of legal punishment ; and some planten 
employ the authority of the minister, rather than that 
of the magistrate, in enforcing due discipline and 
subordination on their estates. 

29th — We went after breakfast to see a part of the 
Mission property ; which has been let off in little 
plots to laborers on adjoining estates, who esteem it 
a privilege to tenant them ; though they receive no 
equivalent increase of wages, in lieu of the hut and 
ground which they would otherwise occupy on the 
estate. The rent is six shillings currency, (two shil- 
lings and eight-pence sterling) per month for a cottage 
and a quarter of an acre of land. One boy of fifte^ 
who has an aged mother to support, applied for a 
piece of land ; and, when the minister hesitated, said 
*^ O massa, I can manage to pay the rent/' He im- 
mediately set about clearing it with great spirit ; and 
has now got it into nice order, and part of it planted 
with yams. The free cottage system has been tried to a 
small extent in one or two other places ; and hitherto 
with complete success. At present, however, except- 
ing in the towns, there are perhaps, not fifty independ- 
ent cottages in the island. A part of the mission land 
has been also appropriated to the children of Bro- 
ther Morrish's infant school, who have little gardens 
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to cultivate in their spare time. They are thus brought 
up to associate pleasurable instead of painful ideas 
with agricultural employments. We called in the course 
of this morning upon the Rector of the parish^ (St. 
Philip's) with whom we had an interesting conversation 
on the state of education. His statements confirmed 
our own observation^ that the island possesses schools 
in abundance^ but that many of the teachers are ineffi- 
cient^ and that a normal school is greatly needed. 
Speaking of the state of agriculture, he observed that 
he had always understood from the conversation of pro- 
prietors and attorneys that the free system was less 
expensive than slavery, and that property was increased 
in value. A grazing estate of one hundred and ninety- 
six acres, the half of which was offered two years ago 
to a gentleman of his acquaintance for four hundred 
pounds, was then about to be sold by auction, and was 
expected to fetch not less than two thousand pounds. 
This estate we subsequently ascertained was sold for 
two thousand six hundred pounds. He related an an- 
ecdote to us of a negro, who was employed to bring 
some wine from St. John's, to a house eleven miles 
distant* Th^ price agreed upon was one dollar and a 
half, for the ^hole quantity of fifteen dozen ; which he 
earned by making two journies a day, equal to forty- 
four miles ; bringing one dozen and a half upon his 
head each time. We afterwards paid our respects to 
Dr. Nugent, the speaker of the House of Assembly ; 
who resides in this neighbourhood. He received us 
very courteously; and, with characteristic liberality and 
candor^ consented to give us information on the vari- 
ous subjects in which we expressed an interest. Ano- 
ther planter, whom we called upon on our way to 
Willoughby Bay, gave us a most encouraging account 
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indeed of the success of freedom. Before 1834^ there 
were one hundred and ten slaves on the property, of | 
whom he could sometimes scarcely muster seventeen I 
or twenty in the field. Their average weekly expense ■ 
of clothing and allowances was twenty-seven pounds. 
He has now double the amount of effective labor; 
namely fifty-seven persons whose wages amount only - 
to fifteen pounds weekly.* The estate derives a con- 
siderable profit also from the sale of ground provisions 
to the laborers. He observed to us that the odier 
colonies would have done well to have followed the ex- 
ample of Antigua; but complained bitterly of Ae 
small thanks they had received from the Home Govern- j 
ment. It appears to be a general sentiment here that 
Antigua is in disgrace at the colonial office in conse* 
quence of the rejection of the apprenticeship. Wc 
called at Willoughby Bay upon Charles Thwaitbs^ 
the venerable father of education in Antigua. He has^ 
lived thirty-nine years in the island^ the last twenty of 
which have been devoted to this work. We visited 
with him a large school of one hundred and twenty 
children ; of whom only twenty are in the alphabet 
class. The rest can read in one or two syllable; 
and some of them in any part of the Bible. The prin- 
cipal teacher, a negro young man, governed the school, 
we were told, successfully, and in the spirit of love : 
yet it appeared to us that he taught the children rather 
by rote than intelligently. The children spelt correctly ; 
and were quick in reply to scripture questions propo^ 
by ourselves, or C. Thwaites. In the evening we pro- 
ceeded to Grace Hill, another Moravian station, where, 
though entire strangers, we were kindly received by 

• See Appendix A. Sec 11. 
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the Brethren Batneb and Miller. We esteem it a 
privilege to be permitted to witness the good which 
the missionaries are doing. Harmony^ simplicity^ and 
love, appear to reign in their households^ and shine 
forth in their conduct and conversation. We heard 
to day a distressing account of a poor man^ who was 
starved to death. He was unable to work ; and had 
been detected stealing canes, to which he was probably 
impelled by himger ; as he had no allowance from the 
estate on which he lived. He ran away for fear of 
punishment, and was found dead in the open country 
at some distance from home. The most painful fea- 
ture in the state of Antigua at the present moment is 
the destitute condition of the old and infirm, owing to 
the absence of a legal provision for them, and to the 
present distress from the long period of drought. 

SOth. — At Grace Hill the missionaries are about 
to let off a part of the mission property on the cottage 
system, as at Newfield. A considerable portion also 
of a neighbouring estate Ims been sold in acres, and 
half-acres, to the laborers ; who have built cottages 
thereon for themselves, and still continue to work on 
the adjoining properties. The price paid has been 
thirty-five dollars per acre, and six dollars for the con- 
veyance. We left early this morniug for English Har- 
bor. One of the Brethren kindly accompanied us as 
far as Falmouth ; where he introduced us to Dr. Mur- 
ray, whose lady has established an interesting infant 
school of about thirty children. They read and spelt 
pretty well, and were neatly dressed. The Doctor con- 
firmed a statement we have frequently heard ; that 
there has been a great decrease of sickness on the 
estates since Emancipation. On our way to English 
Harbor, we were overtaken by a gentleman who in- 



38 ANTIGUA. 

vited us to accompany him to the police office^ where 
he was going to preside as a magistrate. We staid 
there several hours. The cases disposed of were 
nearly as follows : — LA young woman, with an in- 
fant in arms, charged with going to town to market on 
Monday, after having been refused leave. Sentenced 
to pay one dollar to the estate. A fee of half a dollar 
is due to the treasury on each complaint ; which is 
paid by the complainant, where the charge is not sus- 
tained ; otherwise by the defendant, in addition to any 
other fine which may be imposed. Until very re- 
cently the magistrate was entitled to receive a fee of 
six shillings currency, (two shillings and eight pence) 
from complainants who did not sustain their charge ; 
or twelve shillings from defendants on conviction. 
This gave rise to great abuses and oppressions till the 
fees were happily abolished by a recent act of the 
legislature. The defendant in the above instance paid 
the money in court, and immediately gave her manager 
thirty days notice to quit. — 2. A young man charged 
with breaking forty-eight canes — fined three dollars to 
the treasury, and four to the estate. The amount was 
paid by his mother. — 3. A man charged with stealing 
canes and corn, on an estate different to the one on 
which he lived ; the watchman of that estate with con- 
nivance ; and a girl with receiving part as a gift. The 
case against the watchman was dismissed ; the girl 
admonished and directed to pay the treasury fee ; and 
the principal offender sentenced to pay seven dollars as 
in the preceding case. There was no one to advance 
the money for him, and he was therefore sent to hard 
labor in the House of Correction for three months. 
He burst into tears on hearing the sentence. 4. An old 
man charged with stealing yams and cane-trash. He 
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was in the weeding gang at nine-pence per diem (four- 
pence sterling.) He had been sick for a week, during 
which he received no pay, and was compelled bjr hun- 
ger to take the yams to eat, and the cane*trash to boil 
them — ^fined one dollar to the estate. The manager 
advanced the treasury fee for him, and is to stop the 
amount from his wages. He acknowledged the defend- 
ant was very attentive to his work. It appears evident 
to us, that, in this deplorable case, want was the ex- 
citing cause of the offence. The penalty, if exacted, 
will be wrung from his bare means of existence. — 
5. Two girls charged with trespass — The case against 
one of them was not sustained, as she had not been 
warned off the property. The other was admonished 
and dismissed, on payment of the usual fee to the trea- 
sury. The complainant was directed to pay the same 
fee for the other case ; but this was not finally insisted 
on. He appeared surprised and dissatisfied, and said 

in an under tone, to the magistrate, that Mr. (his 

employer) expected the girl would have been fined 
five pounds. — 6. Several other cases of cane breaking 
were disposed of in a similar manner to the preceding. 
One woman, with an infant in arms, was fined a dollar 
for having a single cane in her possession. The Super- 
intendent of Police, who acted as clerk, told us that 
taking canes was a temptation the negros could scarce- 
ly resist. They had been accustomed to do so from 
childhood ; and little notice was taken of it during 
slavery The preceding cases, besides others not affect- 
ing the predial class, were disposed of summarily 
without cross examination. The culprits had no ad- 
viser, and often could scarcely make themselves under- 
stood. The fines in most cases appeared to us exces- 
sive, bearing no proportion to the value of the pro- 
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perty destroyed. No allowance was made on account 
of the high price of provisions^ and the low rate of 
wages ; and none for the ancient custom and almost 
recognised right of the negro to take canes for their 
own consumption. No moral admonition was bestow- 
ed upon them — no remark on the sin of stealing. 
The penalty was the only motive held out to them, to 
act differently in future. The complaining overseers 
displayed a bitter and overbearing spirit towards the 
people. The fines appeared, when paid, to be raised 
by general contribution, amongst the friends of the 
defendants, and must be a heavy drain upon their re- 
sourcesr We were shewn, at the Police Office, the 
orderly book of the parish. The vestry are chosen by 
the freeholders, with power to tax the parish for the 
payment of the clergy, repairs and expenses of the 
church, relief of the poor, &c. They do not appear 
to extend relief to worn-out field-laborers. Subse- 
quently we visited a large school under the care of the 
Established Church, which did not seem to be effici- 
ently conducted. We went also to see the ** Refiige 
for Female Orphans ;'* an interesting and most useful 
institution, which is dependent on the English ** La- 
dies Society." It was declining for want of attention, 
its chief support had been Mrs. Gilbert, an excel- 
lent lady of color, now dead. Falmouth and English 
Harbor, though called towns, are scarcely worthy of 
the name. Each of them is situated on a small but 
very beautiful bay. On our way back to St. John's, 
we met several negros of whom we inquired respecting 
the change in their condition. They acknowledged that 
it was much improved . ** Thank God," said one, 
** we are a hundred times better off than before." The 
particular amelioration which they chiefly dwelt upon 
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was, that they could not be flogged. They complain- 
ed^ however^ that it was hard for a man who had a 
family, to live on one shilling a day. They were all 
members of churches. It is not difficult to tell by a 
negro's countenance, whether he is in Christian com- 
munion. Those at the Police Office were evidently of 
the ^* baser sort,'* and one of the magistrates acknow- 
ledged to us, that it was not common for a Moravian 
to be brought before them. 

12th Month, 1st, (December.) — One of us went 
this morning to attend the sitting of the House of As- 
sembly. In the lobby he was introduced to the Chief 
Justice of the island, who said, in the course of a few 
minutes' conversation, that it was not to be supposed, 
that crime had really increased because there were now 
heavy calendars. Cases came before the magistrate, 
which were formerly decided by the masters. The 
peaceable and orderly conduct of the people had ex- 
ceeded his anticipations ; and there was no one he be- 
lieved, who would deny, that the general result of 
Emancipation had more than equalled his expectations. 
From twelve to eighteen members were present at the 
assembly to-day. One of the most animated debates, 
was on the state of a piece of road. The way- wardens 
had requested the visiting magistrate to employ the 
criminal gang to repair it, which they refused, on the 
ground that it would be injurious to the health of the 
prisoners. A petition was presented against the de- 
cision by an hon. member, himself the chief party in- 
terested. He acknowledged that the place was mala- 
rious, but said that to employ voluntary labor at a high 
rate upon the improvement of it, *^ would be detrimen- 
tal to the whole planting interest.'' It was a work of 
necessity, and the health of prisoners ought not to 
a 3 
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be considered^ before tbat of the peaceable and orderly 
peasantry. To this it was replied, that the prisoners 
were condemned to imprisonment and hard labor, and 
not to sickness and death. They had no change of 
clothes, and would have to be shut up together at night 
to resist the influences of the malaria, under the most 
unfavorable circumstances. As, however, it was a 
work of necessity, it would be perfectly justifiable to 
employ voluntary labor upon it ; and it was well known 
that men would undertake any thing far money. 
Though a good deal was said on the inconveniences 
likely to result from the employment of laborers at a 
higher rate than one shilling a day, the discussion on 
the whole was highly creditable to the House ; and the 
question was finally decided in favor of the prisoners. 
It was stated in the course of the debate, that the ne- 
gros are much more careful of their health than for- 
merly. They did not use to mind working in the rain, 
but now a shower sends them flying in all directions 
for shelter. A letter was read to the House, from their 
agent in London, on the subject of a severe despatch of 
Lord Glenelg, against the late House of Assembly, 
in the matter of a recent quarrel with the Government. 
The Agent said, that the despatch in question could 
not have proceeded from the amiable mind of his Lord- 
ship, but " appeared to emanate from the invariable 
atmosphere of the colonial ofl&ce." He quoted the 
parody of the Morning Post, on Lord Glbnelgj ^* nul 
lem quod tetigit non damnavit ;" and said, he did not 
believe his Lordship had written, or even that he had 
ever read the dispatch in question ; and he exhorted the 
House not to rest satisfied with having made out such 
a clear case in their reply to it ; but to cause Lord 
Glenelg "to wince,'' by publishing to the world, a 
series of stringent resolutions on his conduct. 
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A petition was presented for the cleansing of a 
pond which supplied the town of English Harbor with 
water. The hon. member stated, that the old act had 
become obsolete, which provided that these ponds 
should be kept in order by contribution from the dif- 
ferent estates of slave labor, which '^ had now happily 
ceased to exist.'' Another gentleman proposed, that 
as these ponds were equally for the benefit of rich and 
poor, that the laboring classes should be taxed to con- 
tribute their quota towards this object, either in labor 
or money. He complained that they required higher 
wages for such labor, than the regular rate of one shil- 
ling a day. A letter of thanks was read from James 
Cox, on behalf of the Wesleyan missionaries, for the 
grant of a piece of ground, in St. John's, for the erec- 
tion of a new chapel and school. The proceedings 
were concluded by the reading of several bills, not of 
general interest. 

2nd. — ^To-day was the commencement of the Grand 
Sessions of the Court of King's Bench. The business 
was begun amidst some disorder and confusion ; the 
witnesses, prisoner, prosecutor, jurors and judges, 
speaking and asking questions indiscriminately. In 
one of the indictments were several mistakes of dates 
and places, which would probably have quashed the 
proceedings in an English Court. The witnesses 
usually gave their testimony in a clear, straightforward 
manner, without being prompted by interrogatories. 
The sentences were lenient ; in which respect they 
differed much from the decisions of the magistrates at 
the police court of English Harbor. We called in the 
evening upon R. Holberton, the Rector of St. John's, 
who is deeply interested in the condition of the negro 
population, and a most active and zealous supporter of 
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schools and other institutions for their benefit. He 
told us that when he came from St. Vincent's, eight 
years ago, he was much struck with the superiority 
of the Antigua negros, in aspect, dress, and manners. 

3rd. — We attended this morning the Police Office 
in St. John's. The cases were principally for assautt 
and battery, and breach of contract ; with recrimina- 
tory complaints of abuse, disorderly conduct, &e. 
The decisions of the magistrates were just and impar- 
tial, and the penalties lenient. Some of the cases were 
serious ; others of a very trifling character. The ap- 
peal to the magistrate, is a privilege, of which perhi^ 
the emancipated portion of the community avail them- 
selves on too trifling occasions. This remark does not 
however, apply to the agricultural population ; in their 
case a counterpart observation may be made on their 
superiors. 

We called in the afternoon at the mission station of 
the Brethren. The minister was engaged in receiving 
and paying money, on account of his Benefit Societies. 
In- addition to the sums disbursed for sickness, one 
man received a dollar for a sheep, which had died, and 
another, half a dollar for a pig ; a new example of tiic 
modes in which the principle of mutual assistance is 
carried out in these generous institutions. We went 
afterwards to the school-room, where we found the 
teacher engaged with three or four negros, whom he 
teaches to write on the Saturday. They were fine in- 
telligent men. One of them told us, that notwithstand- 
ing the hard times, and dearness of provisions, " he 
praised God every day for freedom.'' On the estate 
on which he lived, the people were never taken before 
the magistrate, or their wages checked, unless there 
was cause for it. The old people, liowever, were not 
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supported ; he and his brother had to maintain their 
^ed mother. He complained too, that they could not 
take their property to market without a pass, which 
was never required from them during slavery. He ac- 
knowledged they did not work quite so hard as before, 
unless they received some extra indulgence or gratuity. 
Another of the men gave us similar testimony. We 
explained to them the principle of Savings' Banks, of 
which they appeared perfectly to comprehend, and ap- 
preciate the advantages. These institutions would be 
an invaluable auxiliary to the Friendly Societies. We 
had an opportunity in the course of the evening, of 
conversing with several other negros. The first was 
formerly on an estate of Sir C. B. Codrington, and 
left it when freedom came, because he used to be flog- 
ged when a slave. On that estate the first gang, which 
then numbered one hundred and fifty, now musters only 
fifty. He complained of the low rate of wages. Ano 
ther negro, an intelligent man upwards of sixty years 
old, told us that on the estate on which he lived, the 
manager broke up the provision grounds of the people, 
the week before August, 1834. He was a driver on the 
estate, but since they became free, he had been com- 
pelled to sell his stock, and quit the estate with his 
family, on account of the harsh treatment which he 
received from the manager ; he has since been employ- 
ed in tending the cattle on another property, at nine- 
pence currency, (four-pence) per day. Although this 
old man had suffered in his circumstances by the 
change, yet even he laughed at the idea of preferring 
slavery to freedom. He gave us a graphic description 
of the severe labor of the boiling house in times past^* 

• An inteUigent manager observes, " As regards the mode of re- 
mimeration for night work, however the manager's sense of justice 
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continued through the night to the second crowing, or 
even till day- break. If there was not enough syrup 
produced, he used to be flogged for not flogging the 
firemen, and other negros, in the boiling-house ; or if 
the supply of canes slackened at the mill, the field dri- 
ver was flogged for not flogging the cane cutters. Oi 
being asked if he would prefer slavery if the King gave 
orders that they should have their former allowances, 
and be in other respects on their former footing, with- 
out being liable to be flogged : he said ^^ the King 
might order, but the King no know what they do/' He 
seemed fully sensible of the advantage of being able to 
change masters. A female whom we saw was one of 
Lord CiiAWFORD*s slaves, emancipated under his wiD 
in 1832. After being made free, she continued to 
work in the field at the rate of seven shillings and six- 
pence currency, (three shillings and four- pence,) for 
five days labor per week, besides all the slave aUowap- 
ces of food and clothing. After August 1834, her 
wages were reduced to one shilling a day ; when ehe 
left the plantation and came to get her living in town. 
Most of Lord Crawford's people continued to work 
in the field after they became free.* 

and right might have operated in favor of the hiborer, the prindpfe 
of claim to remuneration was not admitted. In general, however^ 1 
think it was afforded in a greater or less degree. An extra qnart of 
meal, or yams, &c. and a '* little si/rup," (i. e. three or four pints) 
was the most that was desired, and not unfrequently obtained by the 
persons immediately about the mill. The poor field workers used to 
fare much worse on those estates, where, want of means and nrifc 
management, rendered their attendance necessary to procure fiie\ 
so long as the boiling continued. They seldom received more than 
as much hot liquor as they pleased to drink, for their extra work." 

• It has always been asserted by the advocates of slavery, that 
emancipated negros invariably forsook estate labor. This is a hci 
in contradiction to that statement. Undoubtedly tlio greater num" 
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4th, — ^Thb Sabbath. — ^We went in the morning 
o the parish churchy which is a spacious and elegant 
)iiilding^ and on this occasion^ filled with a congrega- 
tion of about fifteen hundred persons* We are inform- 
ed that distinctions of color are manifestly less observ- 
ed within itsi walls than they were a year ago. It 
appears to be the custom of the upper classes to at- 
tend public worship ; and the general observance of 
the Sabbath in the island is very exemplary. 

5th. — ^We spent the greater part of the day with Dr. 
Nugent, who very kindly gave up his time to us. The 
subjoined memoranda are a correct, though incomplete 
representation of the valuable information he commu- 
nicated. We assure ourselves that he will not object 
to be cited as a witness to the favourable results of that 
great measure, of which he was one of the ablest and 
most earnest supporters. He is of opinion that under 
the free system the saving is great in those cases 
where the slaves were supported entirely on imported 
supplies, and less where they were fed on rations of 
ground provisions grown upon the estate. Different 
estates grew provisions for various periods of two, four, 
eight or ten months ; the average being about five 
months. In the latter instances, the annual cash out- 
lay would be greater than before ; but on the average 
of the whole island, he believes the saving under the 

ber used to seek out some other employment, upon which the stigma 
of degradation was less . deeply impressed. In but few instances, 
even when willing, would they have been allowed to continue on the 
estates as field laborers. In all slave countries, however, freedom 
is a kind of patent of nobility; and hence the lowest order of free 
persons, both white and black, being too proud to labor, are usually 
more wretched and degraded than the slaves themselves. It is an 
error to suppose that the baleful influences of slavery are limited to 
the unfortunate class who are its immediate ^dctims. 
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present system, to be considerable. One important 
economical reform was introduced the year before s 
emancipation, by the repeal of the "Deficiency Law/' i 
which required a white man to be maintained on elM^' 
estate for every forty slaves, under a penalty of thirtj 
pounds a year. Two white women were considered' 
equivalent, for the purposes of this Act, to one man. 
Many estates paid two, four, or more deficiencim. 
This partial and oppressive tax also prevented the em- 
ployment of colored overseers, who are now gradtiaOy 
re-placing the whites, at a reduction of salary of about 
twenty pounds a year each. A purchasing and con- 
suming population is beginning to be formed within 
the island itself. The sale of ground provisionB to * 
their laborers is already become a source of profit to 
estates. A negro will sometimes go the store-Jceepor 
to buy a gallon of molasses, and though this retail sale 
is at present more troublesome than profitable to pro- 
prietors, it will eventually become a source of revenue 
to them. The reduction of medical expenses is con- 
siderable. The estate hospitals have become useless.- 
On a Monday morning, during slavery, the doctor 
would find eight, ten, or even twenty in the sick-house. 
Now, he has comparatively nothing to do. He is paid 
one- third less per head than before; but his duties 
have diminished in a much greater ratio. Before 
emancipation some estates were eaten up by their over- 
population. On one belonging to a relative of his« 
with three hundred and twenty negros, the saving ef- 
fected by reducing the number of negros had been im- 
mense. In such cases there was generally some im- 
pediment to the transfer, or sale of the superfluous 
negros ; either the estate was mortgaged, or had seve* 
ral owners, or was in trust, or in chancery, or entailed. 
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Several properties in this situation were on the point 
of being abandoned. Nothing could have saved them 
but a legislative measure of Emancipation* A proper- 
ty vras instanced^ possessing four hundred of the finest 
negros in the island^ which appeared to be inextricably 
involved. The proprietor^ residing in England^ had 
turned his back upon it^ and refused to receive or an- 
swer, the letters of his agent, who was thereby placed 
in a most painful situation. He had no means of car- 
r3dng on the cultivation ; he could get no help from 
home ; and though a man of humanity, was embarras- 
sed by prosecutions for not furnishing the people with 
the legal supplies. On the passing of the Emancipa- 
tion Bill, the compensation money enabled the mort- 
gagees to make some settlement of the affairs ; super- 
fluous hands, or rather mouths, were dismissed ; the 
cultivation resumed with a fair prospect of success ; 
and *^ the agent has been a happy man ever since." 
With regard to the general welfare of the colony, he 
told us that the proprietary body are more prosperous 
than before. Some estates have thrown off their load 
of debt, others have passed into the possession of 
capitalists, by whom their cultivation can be more 
effectively carried on. An estate was mentioned which 
cost, ten years ago, forty thousand pounds. He would 
give as much for this very estate now without the slaves, 
and consider it a safer and better investment. Another 
small estate was instanced, belonging to three equal 
proprietors. Just before Emancipation two of them 
sold their shares for one thousand five hundred pounds 
currency each ; the third now stands out for more, one 
proof amongst many, that property has risen in value. 
Every one acquainted with the town of St. John's will 
acknowledge, that it is much more bustling and pros - 
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perous. Persons, returning to it after a year or tW9't 
absence^ have been astonished at the change. The 
credit of planters is improved, and confidence restored* 
A few years ago, a gentleman offered to consign his 
produce to a mercantile house, on condition, that it 
would make him an advance to discharge a debt, doe 
to his present merchants. The answer was negative, f 
He has lately received a letter from the same party, 
offering advances. Another English firm, who, before 
Emancipation, were seeking to reduce their securities 
on estates as much as possible, have since sent out an 
agent to Antigua, to see if there were any openings to 
extend them. During the last fifteen or twenty years, 
many estates, chiefly in the mountains, or poorer lands,' 
have gone out of cultivation. Some of these doubtless 
will again come under culture. One has already been 
resumed ; the proprietor of which is paying his negros 
two shillings a day, greatly to the disturbance of his 
neighbours. 

But there are important exceptions* A few 
estates have been disorganised, if not ruined, by the 
change ; but in most instances, if not in all, this can 
be traced to the harsh and injudicious conduct of the 
owners or their agents. With regard to (*hanges, pre- 
sent and prospective, our informant said, that the cane 
cultivation has been somewhat lessened, from several 
causes : 1st. An anticipation, well or ill founded, that 
it would be necessary to lessen it. 2nd. Because too 
many canes were cultivated before, the land not having 
been sufficiently cleaned and manured ; and lastly, be- 
cause a few laborers have forsaken the field, whose 
deficiency is not yet supplied by agricultural improve- 
ments. There has also been in the last year or two, an 
" invasion" of couch grass, which gives immense trou- 
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ble. There are much^fewer ground provisions grown 
than before ; for, as it is not now the proprietor's duty 
to subsist his negros^ he turns his attention to the most 
profitable article^ sugar ; and also because the negros 
at first manifested a good deal of caprice^ in refusing to 
purchase provisions from the estate stores — preferring 
cora-meal^ rice, &c. from the town. The planters have 
ceased to cultivate, perhaps to too great an extent ; but 
these things will find their own level. There are as 
yet no non-resident laborers. All have a hut, piece of 
ground, and medical attendance, as before. No extra 
labor, therefore, is in the market, except that the plan- 
ters occasionally hire the Saturdays of the people from 
neighbouring properties. Every estate maintains its 
full complement of laborers, both in and out of crop. 
There are no independent villages whatever, and though 
the people have the strongest desire to acquire what 
they call ^^a pot of land,'' meaning about an acre, yet 
great obstacles exist, because there are no suitable 
spots, except parts of actual estates, which the propri- 
etors are unwilling, or unable to dispose of. The 
island can never realise the full benefits of the new 
system, till there are such villages, which would be to 
the planters as ^'reservoirs of surplus labor," enabling 
them to employ many or few hands, according to their 
actual wants. The economical advantages of free labor 
are indeed only beginning to be felt. Laborers and 
servants will becbme more efficient. A family requires 
at present three times as many domestics as in Eng- 
land. In the field, two or three men are required to 
manage a team in a plough, cart, or waggon. Agricul- 
tural implements, cane mills, and other machinery, 
will be improved. The plough has long been used in 
the island ; but or many estates its judicious use is 
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still a novelty. These and many other improvementfi 
will be stimulated by a diminished supply of human 
labor. 

The comparative improvements in the condition of 
the rural population are not to be enumerated. They 
are not iBogged,* or locked up. They arc their own 
masters, free to go or st^y. They receive money wageSi 
whilst they retain all their old privileges, except thdr 
allowances of food and clothing. A common source 
of dissatisfaction formerly was their food. They be- 
came tired of yams and Indian corn. Eddoes, (another 
farinaceous root,) would almost create mutiny. The 
law too did not prescribe how their rations should be 
distributed ; so that corn was sometimes given them 
in the ear ; and thereby a vast increase of their labor 
occasioned, perhaps in crop, by their having to parch 
and pound it. Now, they provide themselves with 
what they like ; and are therefore better, if less abund- 
antly fed. They are also much better dressed. Many 
make themselves ridiculously fine on Sundays. It is 
not uncommon, on that day, to see ladies ^ who toil 
under a burning sun during six days of the week, at- 
tired on the seventh, in silk stockings, and straw bon- 
net, with parasol, and gloves ; and the gefitlemen m 
black coats and fancy waistcoats. This extravagance 
is partly owing to the absence of an intermediate class, 
for them to imitate. They are probably possessed of 
more money than during slavery, but have less live 
stock; as immediately before August 1834 they con- 

* It is due to Dr. N. to state, that the whip was disused on the 
estate on] which he resides during the last fifteen years of slave- 
ry ; one consequence of which humane system is seen in the fact, 
that only one of the negros has left the estate since they became 
free. 
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verted much of their property into coin, as is custo- 
mary in every anticipation of extensive changes and 
revolutions. If they cultivate their grounds less than 
before, it is to be attributed to the drought, which has 
rendered it unprofitable to expend labor upon them. 
They do not work so well on the estates except when 
they are on task work ; but though task work has not 
yet been extensively introduced, the cane cultivation is 
weU adapted to it. Drunkenness is not a vice of the 
n^rp. His temptations are stealing and lying. 
Dances are a great source of demoralization. They 
sometimes aspire to suppers and even champagne, so 
called ; and most absurdly give sums of four or five 
dollars for the honor of opening the ball, besides 
money to their partners. This tempts to robbery^. 
If any change for the worse has taken place in their 
morals, it is in the case of domestic servants. House- 
breaking, stealing money, &c. are sometimes heard of, 
which were before unknown : the oifenders are usually 
dissolute free people, or former domestics. 

The people are much more easily and pleasantly 
governed than during slavery. The proprietor has less 
*^cark'' and care; less bodily and mental fatigue, and 
infinitely less annoyance of all descriptions. Every 
difficulty used to be referred to him ; constant disputes 
were to be settled, as to the work to be done by fe- 
males, &c. ; now he has no need to interfere. The 
disputes are carried to the magistrate. No one can con- 
ceive the irritation engendered by the old system ; in ad- 
dition to which, the obloquy thrown upon the planters 
was become almost insupportable. All this was swept 
away by Emancipation. ^^ He did not believe there 
was a man in the colony who could lay his hand 
upon his heart and say, he would wish to return to the 
F 3 
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old State of things." Were there no other considera- 
tion, it gave him great pleasure to see men working in 
the fields^ as free agents as himself. He sometimes 
pointed to a well dressed gang of laborers, and asked 
his friends whether it was not an exhilarating sight. 
Some would reply to him, that it was all very well if 
it did but last ; but that now, every child was being 
educated ; and that the next generation would be too. 
much of gentlemen and ladies to work in the field. 
He however maintained, that there was more danger in 
partial than general education. 

6th. — ^We went this morning to see the national 
schools in St. John's, where we were joined by the 
Rector, who kindly devoted the morning to us. Both 
the boys' and girls' schools were in a more efficient 
state than others which we have visited. A large pro- 
portion of the children were emancipated in August, 
1834, viz. seventy-eight of one hundred and seventeen 
boys, and seventy-five of one hundred and twenty two 
girls. Some of these were very fair. We noticed one 
little girl in particular ; and were much astonished, 
when she held up her hand with the rest that were 
made free. Her complexion was fair and clear ; her 
hair flaxen, and with features perfectly European. The 
schoolmistress, an energetic old lady, appeared to 
take the most lively interest in her scholars, and seem- 
ed to be intimately acquainted with their individual 
histories, &c. Straw plaiting has been carried on in 
both schools ; and in the boys', the making of shoes 
and trowsers, but the latter is at present suspended. 
We were next taken to see the Rector's infant school ; 
a most interesting little establishment. Here the chil- 
dren were nearly all of the emancipated class. A little 
fegiment of them come every morning from a neigh- 
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bouring estate^ under the guidance of an old woman, 
who carries their provisions in a basket on her head, 
and waits to take them home at night. The teacher, 
a young negress, is the most efficient native instructor 
we have seen, and the results are very perceptible in 
the superior forwardness of the scholars. She was very 
intelligent, and clever in her questions to the children. 
The Rector has five schools under his care in this 
parish. We next visited with him, the hospital of the 
''Daily Meal Society.'* This is the only public in- 
stitution the destitute and diseased can resort to ; and 
it is quite insufficient for the wants of the island. It 
is supported by voluntary contributions. A meal of 
soup and bread is served once a day, to about eighty 
persons ; and there are fourteen or sixteen in-door 
patients. A new, large building is erecting for their 
accommodation. At present, they live in the moveable 
wooden houses of the country ; an arrangement, which 
appeared to us to possess some peculiar advantages 
over the large wards of a hospital, for which it is 
about to be exchanged. Most of the inmates are 
pitiable objects, afflicted with leprosy and elephanti- 
asis, which dreadful disorders are nearly, if not quite, 
confined to the black and colored races. We called in 
the evening upon James Cox. He gave us some pleas- 
ing details of the introduction and progress of the Tem- 
perance reformation. Teetotalism appears to adapt 
itself as readily to this, as to a colder climate. The 
Wesleyans have several little Temperance Societies on 
estates. James Cox is deeply interested in this cause, 
and is himself a fine, florid specimen of water drinking. 
A gentleman, whom we accidentally met with to-day, 
read to us part of a letter which he had just received 
from the neighbouring island of Nevis. It gave a de- 
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plorable account of the condition of the apprentiooi 
there. Many of them were in a state bordering m 
starvation^ because the proprietors had given them 
larger provision grounds, and a day in the week to cul^ 
tivate them^ in lieu of their former allowances^ and the 
dry weather had rendered their grounds unproductive. 
From the same cause^ there had been a great falling at 
in the attendance of the schools, the parents not having 
food to give their children to take with them. The 
letter concluded by wishing ^'this system of apprentice- 
ship at the bottom of the sea." 

7th. — ^We went this morning to breakfast with the 
manager of an estate, which furnishes a striking proof 
of what may be done under a free system^ liberally ad- 
ministered. He kindly furnished us with some valu* 
able statistical information, and practical remarks. 
This estate, comprising about two hundred and fifty 
acres of cane ground, produced last year, two hundred 
and twelve heavy hogsheads of sugar, being sixty hogs- 
heads more than its average for the last twenty years. 
Amidst the general drought, this and two or three ad- 
joining properties, were favored with seasonable nuns. 
The result completely falsifies the fears expressed to us 
by many planters, that a large crop could not be taken 
off without loss, by free labor.* This gentleman, on 
the contrary says, " Give me a supply of cash, and I 
will take oif the largest crop it may please Providence 
to send." The number of efficient laborers is rather 

* A note received since the commencement of the present year, 
from this gentleman, speaking of the crop about to be taken oS, 
when we left Antigua, observes, " In five weeks we have cut seventy^ 
seven acres of canes, made fifty hogsheads, and more than half done 
crop. So far from our people not being willing to labor, I believe 
they wish they had two hundred instead of forty more to make. 
We only want such a year as l&^, for free Uibor to telL^^ 
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less than during slavery, but their loss has been sup- 
plied by the more extensive introduction of the plough 
Mid task-work, both which are employed to a greater 
extent than on any estate we have yet visited. Task- 
work has also been made the means of obviating the 
inconveniences which result from the present high 
price of provisions ; the people earning from fifty to 
one hundred per cent, more than the customary rate of 
wages. Our host assured us, that his people worked 
more regularly than during slavery ; a fact which was 
evident also from an inspection, which we were per- 
mitted to make of the pay list of the estate, during the 
earliest period of the free system in 1834, and the cor- 
responding months of 1836. The increased amounts 
earned by the same number of laborers in the latter 
period, shewed an increase of industrious exertion. 
The negro houses on this estate, are large and comfort- 
able^.^ Some ar^ about to be rebuilt at the expence of 
the proprietor. The attention of the people to the 
cultivation of their own grounds, is a striking proof of 
their industry and settled habits. We saw a piece of 
rocky ground, which had been taken in by permission, 
and converted into a garden, at an immense expense of 
labor, both in carrying mould and manure to it from a 
considerable distance, and in enclosing it by a stone 
wall. Their cottages have been also generally enclosed 
by neat fences, since 1834 ; and the whole conduct of 
the people exhibits as much stability, as though their 
leaving the estate was as unlikely to happen as during 
slavery, when it was nearly an impossible event. 
There is a nice little chapel on the estate, constructed 
out of one of the largest negro houses, in which service 
is frequently performed on the Sabbath, by one of the 
Wesleyail missionaries ; and in which also is kept a 
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school for the children^ during the long noon interval 
of labor, by a woman remunerated by a trifling sam 
weekly, in addition to the privileges of her house ami 
ground rent free. Besides this school, an adult daai 
has been voluntarily formed and taught, by a negn 
domestic servant of the manager ; and a third school 
has been instituted by the Archdeacon in one of the 
negro houses, chiefly for the adults and elder children 
of this and adjoining estates. On this estate there aie 
fourteen mothers of families, who work, on the average, 
only half their time; and two who have withdraws 
altogether from estate labor. The cash outlay on thii 
estate, has been upwards of six hundred pounds cur- 
rency, (about two hundred and fifty pounds sterling,) 
per annum more than during slavery. The crop how- 
ever has averaged considerably more ; and though this 
may be attributed to favorable seasons, yet the mana^ 
ger observes, that '* as we plant only half the quantily 
of provisions, the greater part of our cane-land may be 
prepared out of crop, and the canes planted in better 
time. They will also, I am confident, be more pro- 
ductive after the land has been in fallow, than lifter 
provisions. The cattle also get a little more feediii|^'' 
Before returning to town we visited another estiUe 
in the same neighbourhood ; the circumstances of 
which, in all important particulars, correspondid 
with the preceding ; and from whose intelligent mlk- 
nager we received accounts equally satisfactory of the 
favorable effects of freedom.* The proprietor of it i» 

* From a number of answers to some written questions, which wie 
proposed to this gentleman, we extract the following. " Ist. — The 
change in our system is nothing like what might have been imagined. 
As yet, the substitution of reward for punishment, and somefannt t^- 
forts to economize labor, are all that indicate a change. 2nd. — ^The 
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erecting new works and thirty new houses for the peo- 
ple of a very superior class^ at an expense of several 
thousand pounds sterling. The cottages are being 
built on three sides of a large square, in the centre of 
which we understood it was intended to erect a school. 
The proprietor already supports an infant school on 
the estate which is held in a large room that also 
serves on occasion as a chapel. The children were in 
the usual state of forwardness. It is almost needless 
to add that the managers of these two estates are men 
of serious character and really concerned to promote 
the welfare of their people. They were both friendly 
to Emancipation, yet they assured us in strong terms 

difference of the cost of cultivation, varies according to the locality 
and former circamstances of the ELstates. Some estates used to 
grow food sufficient for their own consumption, without prejudice to 
their staple crop ; a few more than sufficient, many for six or eight 
months ; and the rest for three or four months. The first class, it is 
obvious lose by the change. The second I presume to be at par ; 
whilst the third are decidedly gainers. It is however a question, 
whether the first class will be ultimately losers ; presuming they con- 
tinoe to fallow such lands as were formerly appropriated to the 
growth of provisions. 3rd. — None, unacquainted with the negro 
ciunrader and habits, could easily comprehend the way in which, 
with an income in money of five-pence halfpenny sterling per day. 
they manage to exhibit such finery and extravagance in their dress^ 
To US it is painfully manifest, that this weakness is indulged at the 
ezpemse of all domestic enjoyments and comforts. Ordinarily, a 
mere fraction of their earnings is appropriated to their support ; the 
cheapest and coarsest food, with the addition of herbs, &c. gathered 
on the esta.te will suffice. They take no thought for the future, an- 
ticipate no evil, provide nothing for sickness and old age, but spend 
all they can obtain in articles of dress, the most extravagant and un- 
snitable to their condition in life. They are yet slaves in habit and 
^eelin^, and tve must not he surprised if it be left for succeeding genera- 
ticnty iodevelope the entire blessedness of the change that has passed upon 
us, 4th. — Some attention is paid, to avoid that waste of labor, which 
was but little regarded formerly ; so that manual labor is lessened^ 
(hou^h the substitutes for it are not yet extensively employed. Our 
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that the measure had succeeded far beyond their utmost 
expectations . 

In the afternoon we drove over to Parham^ a little 
village interesting to us^ both as a missionary and po- 
lice station. The Wesleyan minister* is a man of color^ 
and was born a slave in Bermuda. His history is re- 
markable. He is not, we believe, inferior either m 
education, qualifications, or usefulness, to any of hit 
brethren in the ministry. The school under his care 
is in good order, and very numerously attended. TTic 
children are all emancipated but two ; a circumstance 
which is employed to instil into their breasts sentiments 
of fervent loyalty. They were told we came from Eng- 
land; and asked "Who lives in England?" — "The 

agricultural labors, during the manufacturing months, can only be 
performed by hand. The planting and weeding of canes, to idiick 
I chiefly allude, have both been attempted by the plough, bat un- 
successfully. The consequence of this untoward coincidence is, that 
a greater number of hands must be kept on, than we shonld know 
well how to employ, in combination with an extensive use of the 
plough and other machinery ; and there is suc]i a tenacity re(^ect> 
ing our laborers, that, on no account will we trust them from mdar 
our control ; hence some estates are burdened with many more thu 
they will employ, yet permit them to remain resident, in reserved 
future contingencies, whilst neighbouring estates are suffering fiom 
present want of laborers. 5th. — The cultivation of cane has not, so 
far as I know, either increased or lessened. On this estate, a por- 
tion of the land formerly appropriated to provisions, is being broupiht 
into the routine of the sugar crop, suppose from ten to fifteen acres 
annually. 6th. — The proprietary body, must with some exceptioiU) 
be bettered by the change, allowing the rise in sugar its prop^ 
influence. Their credit is better, their capital at stake less ; their 
personal responsibility also less ; their properties are increased in 
value ; their management and appropriation more free and nncon- 
trolled. Baakniptcy was written on us in legible characters as an 
island ; and most of the estates must have inevitably passed into the 
possession of the merchants.*' 

• Edward Frazer, who has since visited England. 
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King/' '' What has the King done for you ?"— " He 
make us free,'* was responded by upwards of one hun- 
dred little voices^ witii the greatest enthusiasm. 

The police district of Parham comprises a circle 
of forty estates. The oflfences are chiefly breach 
of contract^ trespass, absenting from work, and cane 
breaking. The officers mentioned to us several cases 
of distress, where the parties, becoming unable to 
work, had been compelled to quit the estates. In 
one instance, a woman with three children, left the 
estate on which she was formerly a slave, and went 
to reside with her husband on another. She became 
diseased in her feet, and unable to work, and her hus- 
band discarded her, although they had been regularly 
married by a Wesleyan minister. She and her child- 
ren were turned off the estate. This is an illustra- 
tion of the consequences of the non-recognition of 
Dissenters' marriages, and also of their being no 
public resource for the destitute poor. 

9th. — With the Governor's permission we obtained 
some extracts from the police records. We also at- 
tended another sitting of the Court of King's Bench. — 
We have before noticed the character of the proceed- 
ings, and the leniency of tlje punishments. The last, 
we find, is partly owing to the expense of transporta- 
tion and long imprisonments. 

We visited this morning a planter who is the lessee 
of MacKinnon's estate, which has been alluded to in 
the British Parliament, as an illustration of the econo- 
mical advantages of free labor. 

He gave us much interesting information respecting 
tropical productions. Sugar, molasses and rum, besides 
a little arrow-root, raised by the negros, are the only 
articles of export from Antigua. Cotton, Indigo, and 
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Tobacco used to be its staples. The two former jplaoto 
still grow wild in great abundance; and^ as wdlaA 
many others^ might probably be made profitable arti- 
cles of commerce. Among these is a species of acada, 
which bears a great quantity of seed-pods, oontidniiig 
large proportions of gallic acid and tannin. The 
natives make ink and a black dye of them ; and they 
have been exported to Europe, but for what purposes 
and with what results is unknown. Great inconveni- 
ences result from the exclusive cultivation of the cane; 
and but few of the planters, even since the compensa- 
tion, are sufficiently independent to be able to turn 
their attention to any other article. He alluded. in 
very strong terms to the annoyances of the old slave 
system to proprietors ; of which he gave us some strik- 
ing illustrations. It is apparent that the AboUtioB 
Act emancipated both planters and negros. One of 
the former on one occasion exprebsed their connecti(m 
with slave property by an allusion to the Siamese 
Twins — a ligament of unnatural inconveniences. Hib 
gentleman complained of the great ingratitude which 
some of his negros, who had been very kindly treated, 
had displayed in leaving him. On the other hand, 
some had been stimulated to more industrious habits* 
One of the most worthless women on the property, once 
always pretending sickness and inability to work, had 
become as industrious a laborer as any on the estate. 
He asked her on one occasion the reason of the change 
in her habits. She replied significantly, ^^ me get no 
money then, massa." Speaking of the apparent in- 
crease of crime, he told us that many not only minor 
offences but crimes were left to the summary judg- 
ment of the master, and that many culprits went en* 
tirely unpunished. The law took no cognizance of the 
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offences of slaves^ except such as were of a very heinous 
diaracter or committed against the public peace. The 
tfop had commenced on this estate ; being from four 
to six weeks earlier than usuaL We inspected, with 
much interest^ the various processes at the mill^ boil- 
ing house and distillery. The buildings were large, 
well ventilated) and cooler than we had expected to 
find them. 

10tfa> We ptdd a second visit to the gaol. The 
condemned cells are small, exceedingly ill ventilated, 
and quite dark. There are at present two occupants 
of them^ capitaUy convicted ; one whose sentence has 
been changed to bani»hment ; and another, waiting the 
result of an application to the authorities at home, on 
a.poiht of Jaw. We visited also the refuge for female 
orphans in St. John's ; an institution similar to the 
one at English Harbour, but in more active operation. 
The little girls^ seventeen in number^ were engaged in 
making strawplait. They appeared to be very com- 
fooFtaUe and kindly attended to. The President of the 
institution told us^ that the number of applicalSons for 
them^ as servaMs, was four times greater than they 
could supply ; and that those whom they had brought 
up had usually done credit to their care. They have 
been, of late yeai^^ limited in their funds ; in cpnse- 
quehoe of the numerous demands made upon the 
beneroloat portion of the public, by schools and other 
more recent institutions. In the present condition of 
Colonial Society, establishments like these are deserv- 
ing the warmest encouragement ; as they not only 
provide a maintenance and education for a particular 
class of orphans, but rescue them from a life of almost 
inevitable degradation and proiSigacy. One institution 
would suffice for this small island. We suggested a 
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union of the two^ at present existing ; which we find 
had been proposed, but not effected. It would save the 
expense of two houses^ two sets of instructors^ ser" 
vants, &c. There appear to be no material obstadet 
in the way. The junction might be readily brought 
about by the '^ Ladies Society^" the chief patront 
of the Refuge at English Harbour. We called in the 
course of the day upon Brother Harvey^ at the Mora* 
vian Institution. He informed us, that though the 
education of the young is now so general^ he did not 
think that more than one-tenth of their adult members 
could read. We spent the evening with the gentle* 
man mentioned in our journal of the 24th. ult. He 
attributes the advantaged Antigua has possessed, to 
the early success which distinguished Missimiary 
efforts. Sixty years ago the Speaker of the Assembly 
was a lay preacher of the Gospel ; and there has always 
been^ since, a succession of persons who have main- 
tained the truth; till at length religion has become 
fashionable; and it is now no cross to become a 
Church member. Some interesting facts were men- 
tioned relative to the former and present condition ol 
the negros. During slavery the people declined io 
numbers ; especially on the estates near town* This 
wai^ partly, we were told, to be attributed to the fsct^ 
that women, in an advanced stage of pregiuou^, 
after discontinuing estate labor, would employ them* 
selves in bringing heavy loads of sticks and grass to 
market, for their own benefit. On certain estateSi 
which were named, the slaves declined in numb^i 
from twelve hundred to eight hundred ; dating from 
the abolition of the slave trade. In such cases, 
it was often impossible to contract the cultivation 
proportionably ; in consequence of the incumbran- 
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ces of mortgages or settlements ; so that the dimi- 
niBhed number was compelled to perform an increased 
amount of labor^ and thus the destructive ratio of de* 
crease was accelerated. Some striking instances were 
mentioned to us of the extravagance of negro weddings. 
Some of them must absorb a year or two of the income 
of the parties ; if they are not paid for^ as they pro- 
bably are^ by general contribution amongst their 
friends. Many live together unmarried^ because they 
cannot afford this foolish expenditure; but it is an 
evil which would be checked^ in some degree, if Dis- 
senters, were allowed to perform the ceremony. 

12th. We visited this morning an estate about 
twelve miles distant from St. John's, in the district 
called Bermudian Valley. It was purchased by two 
gentlemen, immediately after the 1st of August, 1834; 
and though a losing concern to its former proprietor, 
now yields, as we were informed by one of its present 
owners, a liberal profit per annum clear of expenses and 
interest. Our route was through the finest part of the 
island. We had little conception, that any part of An- 
tigua was so beautiful as the quarter in which this es- 
tate is situated. The hills are of considerable eleva- 
ti6n» and covered with forest. The climate is less 
arid ; the natural vegetation far more luxuriant. The 
stiff soil does not, however, so well repay cultivation 
as the light calcareous mould of the other less inter- 
esting, but more profitable parts of the island. 
Another estate, and part of the one we visited, occupy 
an entire basin of great extent, and the surrounding am^ 
phitbeatre of hills. On such properties the negros are 
allowed to cultivate any part of the woodland they 
please^ for their own benefit. Their distance from 
town^ however, prevents them from making much pe- 
6 3 
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cuuiary profit of this privilege. They generally chooie 
their ground on the sides of the mountains^ as fiur ooft 
of sight as possible ; a remnant^ as was observed to «» 
of Slavery ; when they were always afraid to let the 
Overseer know what they were doing. This is one of 
the estates that has derived advantage from the acces- 
sion of laborers since Emancipation. The number od 
the pay list is exactly one hundred; and their attend* 
ance in the field is very regular. The manager com- 
plained that he had not yet been able to induce them 
to undertake task work. The habitual distrust of the 
negro^ and his ignorance of calculation^ frequently in* 
terpose obstacles to the substitution of task work, 
which managers have not always the patience and tact 
to remove. 

We proceeded about noon to Grace Bay ; a station 
of the United Brethren^ very beautifully situated on the 
sea coast^ opposite Mountsermt. We were kindly 
welcomed by the missionaries^ Brother Mohnb and hie 
wife. Their school is held in the church, and is atr 
tended by seventy children 5 there were but forty 
present this morning. Many come from a great dis- 
tance, as this part of the island is much less thickly 
peopled than any other. About one- third of the 
children could read nicely in the New Testament ; and 
their teacher, a young negress, questioned them in such 
a way as to shew that she might soon be qualified to 
conduct an infant school efficiently. We drove to 
town, through a very beautiful district, abounding 
with some of the most interesting tropical trees and 
shrubs ; particularly with singular and gigantic varie- 
ties of the cactus tribe. The poisonous manchineal 
is in great abundance by the sea shore; and, like 
other large trees, frequently loaded with creepers. 
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and paraBitical plants. We called on our way^ at 
Cedar Hall ; jthus completing our circuit of the Mora- 
vian stations in this island, which has been the scene 
of their most successful labors. Two of the Brethren 
are stationed here — one of them is seventy-four years 
of i^e, and has been thirty years resident. He is pro- 
bably the oldest missionary in the West Indies. He 
told us, that when he came out, the missionaries dare 
not be known to keep a school ; but taught a few by 
stealth on one evening in the week. 

12th. One of us called this morning upon the Hon. 
Samuel Warner, President of the Council, whose 
testimony, like that of the speaker, was decidedly fa- 
vorable to the results of the Emancipation. There 
was not much difference, he thought, in the expense of 
cultivating his estate before and since 1834. The ne- 
gros did less than before, when they worked by the 
day ; but much more when they were on task work. 
Lately a field of cane-hole^ was opened on the latter 
plan, by a gang of his people, consisting of fewer than 
twenty to the acre, in the same space of time that 
would have been taken by forty to the acre under the 
slave system. 

15th. We called this morning upon the Governor to 
take leave ; and to thank him for his kindness in for- 
warding our views, by permitting us access to the re- 
cords of the Police Offices, and Court of King's Bench, 
&c. He mentioned to us, that a gentleman, who was 
a proprietor, and also Attorney for sixteen estates, and 
who had been strongly opposed to Emancipation, had 
lately told him that he was at length satisfied with the 
change, and would be sorry to return to the slave sys- 
tem. In the course of the morning we were surprised 
and pleased by the arrival of two gentlemen, of the 
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names of Thomb and Kimball, from the United 
States^ on a tour of inquiry like our own^ into the re* 
8ults of Emancipation in these islands. We trust they 
will find the way opened to them^ in some degree, by 
our previous investigation. Several gentlemen called 
upon us to take leave ; and we made a number of calls 
with the same object. In the evening we went on 
board a little schooner, chartered to convey us through 
the islands to Barbados. In thus concluding the jour- 
nal of our visit to Antigua, we acknowledge with th^mk- 
fulness, that amidst many discouragements we have 
been enabled to pursue our inquiries with a good de- 
gree of success ; and we trust, we shall yet be assisted 
by a strength, not of ourselves, in the much more ar- 
duous undertaking we have immediately in prospect in 
the islands where the apprenticeship is in operation. 
We should not do justice to our own feelings, if we 
did not record here our grateful sense of the readiness 
displayed by all classes in the colony, to afford us fa- 
cilities of inquiry. 



CHAPTER IV. 



RESULTS OF EMANCIPATION IN ANTIGUA. 

Antigua, being the only one of our intertropical 
colonies which has substituted for the apprenticeship 
complete emancipation, a careful and even minute ex- 
amination of the results of that great measure, after 
more than two years of trial, is confessedly of the very 
highest importance. In the preceding pages* we have 
recorded our observations during a stay of four weeks ; 
and though we have already incurred the risk of weary- 
ing the reader by detail, a large additional amount has 
been omitted of evidence in our possession, illustrative 
of the various points embraced in the investigation. 
Our opportunities of personal observation were exten- 
sive. We availed ourselves of the access publicly af- 
forded to the Legislative Assembly, the Chief Criminal 
Court, the Police Offices, the places of worship, and 
the dififerent schools. We had also the privilege of 
free commimication with the most intelligent and in 
fluential persons in the colony; with the Governor, and 
others high in office ; vrith members of the council and 
assembly ; judges, barristers and medical men, minis- 
ters of religion, and schoolmasters, proprietors and 
managers of estates, persons of color, and lastly, the 
wegTos themselves. There is one subject upon which 

* And also in Appendix A. 
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all are agreed — that the great experiment of aboUtit 
has succeeded beyond the expectations of its most sai 
guine advocates. Some indeed alTect to regard tl 
future n-ith apprehension ; but none will deny 
the new system has hitherto worked well ; or v. 
hazard a declaration of preference for slavery. Mai 
speak in emphatic term^, of the annoyances they hi 
escaped by the change, and of the comparative coi 
fort witli which they now manage their estates. Tl 
measure has been felt to be one of emancipatii 
mastt^rs, as well as slaves, from a most oppressii 
bondage, except by such as clung to their authoril 
with a tenacious avarice of power, and are not yi 
weaued from a love of dominiou. 

It may be asserted also, without fear of contradii 
tion, that the proprietors are, in a pecuniary sense, 
more prosperous than before Emancipation, notwitl 
standing the occurrence, subsequently, of two 
sive unfavorable seasons, and independently of t 
compensation they have received. The annual cost 
cultivation is believed, by the most intelligent re 
dent planters, to be on the average, one-fifth or or 
sixth less than formerly ; so that free labor is m(U 
feslly advantageous, taking even the narrowe 
view of the subject.* The general advantagi 
however, of the change, imperfectly as they have bei 
yet developed, would have more than compensated ft 
a considerably increased expenditure. There has bi 
an augmentation of the import trade of the islam 
Houses and land have risen in value. Estates are noi 
worth as much as they were, with the slaves attadiS 
to them, before the alleged depreciation in their valm 

■ See appendix A, 8ec. II. 
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k consequence of the agitation of the abolition ques- 
tion. The cuhivation of one estate^ which had been 
4rown up. for twenty years, and of others which were 
QD the point of being abandoned, has been resumed. 
Hie few sold since 1834 have been eagerly bought up at 
eery high prices. The estates which were over popu- 
aJked have largely benefited by the dismission of their 
aperfiuous numbers : whilst the under peopled proper- 
ies have profited by availing themselves of the labor 
hus thrown into the market. The credit of planters 
rith their merchants is much improved. A purchasing 
IS well as consuming population has been formed with- 
n the island itself. The negros buy considerable 
(uantities of provisions from the plantation stores, and 
)Cca8ionally other agricultural produce. The success 
)f emancipation on the different estates has been to a 
great extent determined by the character of the mana- 
gers. It has been most distinguished, when an en- 
lightened and indulged course has been pursued to- 
wards the people. There are indeed some striking 
exceptions to the general prosperity, of which several 
fine estates, belonging to a weathy English baronet, 
present the most painful example. These were under 
the care of an attorney* from Barbados, who adopted 
a system of such excessive severity, that the number of 
slaves was diminished by nearly one hundred in a few 
years. He was accustomed to complain that none of 
the children were reared; notwithstanding his great 
anxiety for their welfare, and frequent consultations of 
the faculty. He commenced the new era on the 1st of 
August, 1834, by turning the cattle of the estates into 

* An attorney, in colonial phraseology, is one who holds a power of 
ittomey, for managing the affairs of an absent proprietor. 
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the negro provision grounds^ and endeavoured to 
duce their wages to a minimum. In consequence 
which conduct^ the majority of his effective 
forsook the estate to seek a subsistence elsewhere, 
lands are now overrun with destructive weeds; 
though this attorney is since dead^ and his sui 
has adopted a different policy, it will be many years! 
fore what has been thus mismanaged can be recoi 
The prospective advantages of freedom are hoi 
far greater than any thing hitherto accomplished* 
one will venture to compare slave laborers^ in point 
efl&clency, with the agricultural population of a 
country. The negros although free by law, are 
necessarily located on the estates ; and therefore 
vented by circumstances from rapidly becoming a 
of independent peasantry. They evince, however, 
disposition to elevate themselves in the social scale, 
their anxiety to purchase or lease small lots of laai^ 
few indeed have thus succeeded, in consequence rfi 
groundless fear of their forsaking estate labor ; 
doubtless, the true interests of the Proprietary 
will at length prevail over prejudice ; and two 
classes of landlords and yeomen, at present 
in the Colonies, will be gradually formed.* Un< 
present arrangements, the estates are burdened, di 
the whole year, with the support of the fiill com] 
ment of laborers, required during the crop ; which Bfj 
a great check to the introduction of animal labor 
machinery. The manufacturing processes, occurring 
at a season when labor is never in excess, are many 
years in advance of the methods of agriculture wbidi 
continue to be carried on by two or three times the 

• See Appendix, Sect. vii. 
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immediate amount of human tabor whicli would bv re- ' 
quired under a more perfect system. Grcnt improve- | 
mente ia farming, and particularly the extensive intro- 
duction of, and best mode of working, tlic plouf^h ; 
together witli a change of the present unvarying rou- 
tine of cultivation by the alternation of green and cereal 
crops with the cane, bave long ago been demonstrated 
to be necessary and practicable ; and particularly by 
Dr, NidBNT, in an able paper, drawn up several years 
ago, and adopted as their Iteport by the Antigua Agri- > 
cultural Association, Slavery, however, interposed in- 
superable obstacles to change. Free labor, on the 
contrary will give an energetic impulse to improvement. 
In cases of insolvency or mismanagenieot, the weekly 
amounts for laborers' wages, though less in the aggre- 
gate than the coijt of their former allowances, will 
bring about a crisis before the estates become so in- 
extricably involved, as was frequtnt during slavery. 
The embarrassed Planter will no longer have the op- 
portunity of purchasing his annual supplies of food and 
clothing for his negroa, at usurious prices. His es- 
tates will pass in time into other hands, which can 
carry on the cultivation efficiently. It is anticipated 
that the present expensive and absurd system of agen- 
cy and management will be gnulually changed, by ab- 
sentee proprietors, leasing their estates tu tenants, or 
other representatives; who will thus acquire, us a 
resident proprietary, a direct interest in the improve- 
ment of the island. The planters will gradually release 
themselves from their servile depeudance on the mer- 
cbants. Under the present system, with a few excep- 
tions, they are obliged to consign their produce to one 
mercantile house, instead of being able to choose the 
■beBt marltet. They pay commissions more uuuieruuB 
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and exorbitant than are known in any other brandi of 
commerce. They are compelled to purchase plants 
tion stores from their merchant at a high rate. llifl|^ 
pay compound interest on the advances required, wai 
finally^ they are most injuriously controlled in the wnh 
nagement of their property, as they are limhecl it 
the cultivation of such articles, as bring profitahk 
freights to the ship-owners, and commissions to tte 
merchants. 

The advantages which the laborers have derived 
from Emancipation are numerous and complete eaot^ 
to cidl for devout gratitude, on their behalf, from aO 
who are interested in the progress of human happiness. 
The exuviae of slavery still hang about them, as wdl is 
their masters, but they possess now the capacity of 
elevating themselves in the scale of being ; and tb^ •' 
have means in their own power of escaping firom flfh 
pression, by the choice of masters. A cursory obtei^ 
ver might suppose there was little to distingotsk 
the agricultural districts from a slave community, seen 
under favorable circumstances, except the absence of 
the vulgar symbols of coercive power ; but inquiry 
would convince him, that the one was a degraded oon* 
dition, which could at best, by the most painful effinrts, 
scarcely maintain the stattis quo, while the other con- 
tained active elements of prosperity. When the 
change took place, the masters were as little acquainted 
with the respect due to the rights of their free peasan- 
try as the latter with the exercise of their newbon 
prerogatives. A combination was entered into to ie- 
siroy competition for labor by enforcing a low and uni- 
form tariff of wages. This succeeded for a time, but 
it was soon perceived, that though the planters might 
agree to pay able-bodied laborers a shilling a day, (^ve« 
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pence halfyenny sterlings) they no longer possessed 
the power of compelling them to perform more than a 
fiur equivalent of labor. This agreement^ therefore, 
18 BOW evaded in a variety of ways, some openly disre- 
gard it, others bid higher for the Saturday holidays of 
the laborers, and others supersede day labor by contract 
as taskwork* In the first year caprice was frequently 
manifested on the one hand, and a love of oppression 
<m the other ; but in this, the third year of freedom, 
the records of the Police Courts shew that both have 
materially decreased. The planters have little cause 
now to complain of love of change, want of industry', 
or irregular attendance on the part of their laborers ; 
and the latter are less frequently annoyed by frivolous 
coiiq>laint8 before the magistrate. Freedom is ^^an 
ever-germinating principle,'' its gradual and progressive 
operation rather than the amount of good, considerable 
as it is, which has hitherto . been effected, marks the 
contrast in Antigua between the present and the past. 
To appreciate fully the results of Emancipation, 
it IB necessary to revert to the evils of the state it suc- 
ceeded* At a distance, the physical sufferings of slaves 
from direct cruelty and from the exaction of oppressive 
labor, are the most vividly realised by the imagination ; 
but, in the presence of an enslaved people, the consi- 
deration of these is almost superseded by that of their 
nuoral degradation. As a citizen, a slave has no ex- 
iatence ; and therefore neither rights nor duties. As 
a private individual, he has no responsibilities, no cares 
for the present or the future ; nothing to stimulate his 
dormant intellectual energies into life. He has no 
filial or parental duties, His wife and children depend 
not on his exertions or hi^ love for their comfort or 
subsistence ; they belong not to him but to their owur 
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er^ whose care it is to provide for their animal want».r 
A slave has no power of self-protection, but his skBI ^ 
in lying and deception. He has no property but by^ 
sufferance, and is therefore feebly impressed with « * 
sense of the rights of property in others. He is ex« • 
posed to a continual system of selfish fraud; hoon^ 
keeps faith with him, and he is therefore filled irttb • 
suspicion and distrust. Labor, a great blessing in'dift^ 
guise to man, brings him no wealth, comfort, or honoh" 
It is degraded in his eyes by associations of coercioift'^ 
and punishment. Domestic comfort is unknownu •] 
Husbands and wives are not helpmeets to one another^ ' 
they rarely reside in the same hut, or even on the same 
estate ; for a slave does not, more than an European^ ' 
choose his partner from the females of his own village; ' 
They work in the field without distinction of sex. Tle*^^ 
decencies of civilized life are to a most revolting and 
guilty extent unobserved. Wives and daughters ai« 
subject to the brutal caprice and absolute will of llieir ' 
owners. The sacred character of the marriage tie is ' 
therefore little understood, or lightly esteemed. Sucft 
is an imperfect catalogue of the evils of slavery. Af 
far as a system can degrade man to the level of the lower 
creation, he is so animalised by slavery, that the mod;- 
successful efforts of missionaries and teachers, and evai 
of humane proprietors, can only palliate its inhere^' 
malignity. The Antigua negros, as a body, are net 
elevated above the stage of moral and intellectual child^ 
hood. Their character is distinguished by shrewdness 
by petty vice, great want of reflection, and above aB 
by distrust. They are, however, in a rapid course of 
improvement. They are gaining prudence and fore- 
sight from the influence of newly acquired response 
bilities. They feel the security of their property. 
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They are acquiring domestic liabits. Marriages are 
more frequent. Husbands and wives b^in to dwell 
together^ and mothers of £Eunilies to withdraw from 
fidd labor to their household affiurs^ — germs of rising 
diaracter^ which contain most encouraging promises 
of advaiicemeot. 

There is, probably at the present moment, a larger 
proportion of persons imder the pastoral care of min- 
isters of religion, and also of children receiving educa- 
tion in the schools, than in any part of the Parent 

country. A mere perusal of the religious and educa- 
tional statistics of the island, unaccompanied by ex- 
planation, would however convey incorrect ideas of its 
state in botli these respects.. The children in the schools 
are very docile, and give abundant proofs of natural 
qoickness and capacity. They easily acquire the more 
mechanical parts of learning, as reciting, singing, read- 
ing, and writing. Opportunity is rarely afforded them 
of advancing beyond a certain point, as they enjoy 
only the benefits of the routine of the English infant 
and Lfancastrian systems. Their native instructors as 
a body, are inefficient, though many of them display 
talent, and a capacity of becoming, with the usual advan- 
tages of normal instruction, both able and intelligent 
teachers. At present, the inteliigent instruction which 
the children receive, is chiefly communicated by their 
ministers and others, whose attendance, from the 
piessux^ of their more immediate duties, is necessarily 
irregular. This subject is the more important, on ac- 
count of the interesting position which Antigua main- 
tains among the leeward islands. The neighbouring 
colonies, whence the sons of respectable persons of 
color are frequently sent to this island for education, 
are now looking to her for a supply of teachers for the 
H 3 
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offspring of their apprentice population^ and a few, 
such as they are^ have already been sent to Montsernt 
and elsewhere. 

The state of Antigua^ as regards the public peacc^ 
would also be erroneously inferred from an unexplained 
statistical comparison of criminal calendars and police 
records. There has been an apparent increase of of- 
fences^ owing to the fact^ that Emancipation gave nettif' 
ly thirty thousand citizens to the state ; and that the ' 
magistrate now takes formal cognizance of offences 
which previously were summarily punished by the mas- 
ter. A large proportion of the middle class in the 
towns^ are people of color, many of whom are persons 
of intelligence, education, and true respectability. The 
standard of morals is far more elevated among then^ 
as well as the whites, than in the other colonies, though 
still in some respects lamentably below that of the 
mother country. The Sabbath is however more strictly 
observed than in England, and the attendance on pub- 
lic worship very exemplary. Although the island suf- 
fers from absenteeism, it has proportionably a more nu- 
merous resident proprietary than any other colony, except 
Barbados. To this circumstance has been attributed, 
with apparent justice, its adoption of the complete 
abolition of slavery, in preference to the Apprenticeship; 
the legislatures of the other islands being filled with 
attorneys, who form themselves a part of existing abu- 
ses, and whose interests are wholly identified with the 
maintenance of the present order of things. 

We cannot conclude without observing, that though 
it is impossible to convey upon paper, the strong im- 
pression on our own minds, of the benefits which have 
resulted to all classes, from immediate Emancipation ; 
yet,, that those benefits would be greatly increased by 
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such reforms as the Government at home might effect 
in the legislative and administrative departments of the 
colony.* It is not however our intention to reflect 
with undue severity on the local authorities. Their 
enlightened policy^ in substituting a real Emancipation 
for the delusive measure of the Imperial Parliament^ 
will claim for them the praise of future ages, and the 
gratitude of the African race in every part of the world. 



* See Appendix A* passim. 
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MONTSERRAT. 

I2th Month, leth, (December.) Ig36. 

We made the short passage from Antigua to Mont* 
serrat in the night, and landed early this morning at 
Plymouth, the town and port of the island* We met ' 
here Henry Loving, Esq., who was filling temporarily 
the office of Island Secretary. He is known in Eng- 
land as the delegate of the people of color in Antigm, 
and the able and successful advocate of their claims. 
We were also introduced to Francis Burke, a gentle- 
man of uncommon intelligence and enterprize ; he hafl 
been the importer of the Acasee seeds into England^ 
which we have before mentioned as possessing the 
quality of Aleppo galls. The speculation failed, in 
consequence, as he believes, of the mismanagement of 
the party to whose care they were consigned. He has 
also been concerned in working the Souffrieres in Mont- 
serrat and Dominica. The ore in the latter contuns 
seventy-two per cent of sulphur ; in the former it is 
less pure. It has been shipped to America at a cost, on 
board, of four dollars per ton. The expense of freight 
forbids its being sent to England. His attention is at 
present occupied with the introduction of mulberry 
trees and silkworms. These succeed well in the neigh- 
bouring French colony of Guadaloupe, where several 
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isaiid pounds weight of silk of the first quality, 
ere last year produced. It prooiiseH to be a voluablr 
^^loiiial product, as its introduction would suppi)' 
Work of a light description for the population of thi* 
towns, and for young and infirm personti, who arc quite 
Unfit for severe field liibor. Our informant took ua to 
see his mulberry trees, which, though raised within 
the last ten months from seed, are already large flou- 
rishing bushes i they are the while variety. Whikt 
we were examining them, the Preaident of the island, 
HsNRT Hamilton, Esq., and Polhili., Col- 
lector of Customs passed, with whom we were mado 
acqu^nted, and who kindly gave us some information 
in addition to what we had already learned in Antigua, 
respecting the measure introduced last year into the 
legislature of this colony, for the abolition of the re- 
maining term of Apprenticeship. The Bill passed the 
Council, but was lost in the Assembly by a majority of 
one, in consequence of some of the representatives 
being proprietors of jobbing or task gangs. Their 
profit from their laborers would have entirely ceased by 
Emancipation, instead of being increased, like those of 
the owners of estates, by the change of apprentices into 
free laborers. On the rejection of the Bill, three of 
the members of the Council, and two other proprietors 
adopted it individually, by releasing their apprentices 
from further servitude. The policy which originated 
the measure, was of a selfish character. The planters 
had made an agreement with their negroa, to allow 
them provision grounds and two entire days, besides 
the Sabbath, in lieu of all allowances ; the latter per- 
forming the legal amount of forty hours labor per week, 
in four days of ten hours each. This arrangement is, 
under ordinary circumstances, as compared with other 
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colonies^ a very advantageous one for the apprei 
but about a year ago^ a hurricane^ followed by a 
vere drought, so completely destroyed their 
that the planters feared they would be obliged 
port them by rations according to the provisiou ol- 
Leeward Islands' Amelioration Act. They 
proposed to surrender the Apprenticeship. The fiffVij 
tates on which the apprentices were liberated, are 
as efficiently cultivated by free labor, as they 
before. 

The Collector informed us, that the imports of j 
island had greatly increased since 1834, which 
owing he said, to the payment of wages to the 
on these five estates, and on four others on whidi 
apprentices receive wages, but remain attached ti^ 
soil, and under the authority of the Stipendiary, 
rate is a bitt a day, (four-pence sterling,) and two 
for the Saturday. The other apprentices in the 
frequently work on the estates on the Friday 
Saturday, which are their own days. They 
working for wages, although they have fine proi 
grounds. F. Burke says he finds no difficulty^ .^ 
offering a trifle more than the customary ratet, m 
curing laborers to pick the pods of the thorny 
and to work the Souffriere ; one of them a most 
agreeable, and tihie other a most laborious emplo] 
Although there are extensive, unoccupied lands, 
they might obtain at a very cheap rate, the 
sion, so general in the colonies similarly situated^ 
the negros will quit the estates when free, doea 
exist in Montserrat. 

We called in the course of the morning upon 
Collins, Rector of the principal parish, who is 
in his endeavours to promote the good of the people 
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t^^" aJso upon the resident WcBlej-aii minister, 

"ALTON, an intelligent and energetic miEsiouary. The 
P moral Btate of the apprentices la rery degraded, in eon- 
J*5uence of the dreadful example of the wfeite and 
polor-Gd clashes. Some improvement, however, ha« 
pfe^rj place within these few years. Marriage is be- 
■Dinixsg' more general among the apprenticeB, though 
f fir'''«iat majority still live in coucubinage. Many of 
^"^^ ^vho are church member^* alTord indisputable evi- 
If'^'^'s of piety. Tbej- display a lively gratitude to 
IP**^ spiritual teachers, of which the following is an 
f'^*^^^*^rig instance. A rumour prevailed in the island 
Ei* t>ie Rector was going to leave it ; a number of his 
Ipt^^^llice congregation came to him, to entreat him to 
fi^^ * SMid offering as an inducement to provide him a 
tl^ ®^ free of expense from their scanty means. Hap- 
^*^ Uieir alarm was groundless. Nominal education 
\S general in the colony, but the want of teachers and 
o' ^hcx)l-bouses is severely felt ; the native instructors 
^ »r« Very inefficient and irregular in their attendance. 
ir« 'lie legislature has passed an .-Xct authoritiing the Wes- 
^ leyans to perform the marriage ceremony, and leg-a- 
■^ Jizing thoee heretofore celebrated by them. The mis- 
*^ sionary informed us that he had lately vttiited Guada- 
} Joiipe, where he had been courteously received by many 
planters, to whom he had introduced himself as a pro- 
testant missionary. He describes them as tremblingly 
alive ta the progress of Emancipation in our colonies. 
TTiey appeared to have given up the idea of preventing 
tJie abolition of slaverj', and were only fearful that their 
government would grMit them no compensation, 
commission was lately sent to Antigua, which to the 
surprifie of the French coloniiits, reported favorably 
tlieir return of the working of the fi^e system. 
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The head of it was immediately dispatched to 1 
with his Report. 

We attended the sitting of the House of Ass 
and Council. The latter usually meets with 
doors; but through the politeness of the Collecto 
is a member of it, one of us was permitted to b 
sent, and in the intervals of business received i 
interesting statements from the gentlemen p 
Several of them expressed their willingness to a1 
the Apprenticeship, if the four and a half per cc 
ties were remitted, or any equivalent encoura^ 
held out to them by government. One, who had 
duced on his estate a system of remuneration an< 
work observed, that the negros now did more worl 
.days than formerly in eighteen. Another, the 
and attorney of several estates, observed that hi 
pie did more work in the last two days in the w< 
which they received wages, than in the other fou 
a third, who had conferred complete freedom < 
apprentices, said that they were more industrioi: 
before, and that his property suffered less from 
ing. In reply to an inquiry whether the eman( 
negros shewed any gratitude for the boon of fr< 
it was observed by one of the non-emancipationis 
they well knew it was self-interest that dictat 
measure. The Assembly was composed of a m 
of persons o^ color. The business of the Ho 
-day was of little interest or importance, being 
the petty details of the Poor Law expences 
island. We were told that it was liberal in its j 
policy, and transacted affairs in a business-like va 
After the breaking up of the legislature, we were 
duced to Dr. Dyett, the Speaker of the Asse 
•he is one of the few of his class, who lends his s 
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tp the cauBe of religicm and jnorality in the colony. 

fie kindly gave his company to us for half an hour^ 
though the prevalence .of an ^pidea^c^ creates pressing 
Mills up(»i Jiis time. Montseirrat ha^ always hitherto 
beenjiumbeced among the .healthy .islands^ being free 
from^marshes fmd swamps ; but during the last three 
yttacs fever has prevailed^ which Sl^. Dtbtt attributes 
to the intiroduotion/of a prepared compost from jEng- 
hnd /by a large iib^entee propiietor. This practice 
vould seem a .very .us^ess and unprofitable .way of 
naauring land^ in a.<x)untry abounding with pasturage 
indirank vegetation^ and which would apparently afford 
■Miann nf fnrming compost in.any.quantity by the keep- 
ing.of stock. The fever this year attached pix hundred 
psfsons, andihas been fatal in about one case in thirty. 
ft was prevailing in three of the families we visited this 
moniing* :Dr. J^in^rr gave us a deplorable account of 
Ihe prevalence of intemperate habits. The free negros 
and appreptices are much addicted to rum^ which is 
(jbe.gneatest bar. to. their moral advancement. JHe con- 
famed a lingular :fact, which, came under our notice in 
Antigua, by. stating^ that on the emancipated estates 
colony, and on those. where wages are paid, the 
iity;fiir his professional. attendance bad very much 
diminiahed. We next called . at the office of the sti- 
podiary magistrate. He had just difiposed of the 
asses brought before him. > He informed us, that his 
Arties we»e becpming li^s onerous by the decrease of 
tffences. .He observed, idso, that the apprentices dis- 
^Iqred ailove.of dress, and : that money was beconie 
{Ute a necessary to. them. ; and that though they could 
saaily maintain themselves by working during their 
»wn two days in their ample grounds, yet they usually 
referred to-be employed on the estates for wages. 
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Their own time was however, sometimes borrowed \gf. 
their masters ; in which case they were often 
defrauded in the repayment of it. He shewed, us fi 
his rough journal, an instance where the comp! 
from one estate in one month, extended over two 
and a half; and where next mouth they were n< 
comprised in as many lines. The estate was uniV; 
the attorneyship of a member of the Council, who prt^: 
it under the care of a brutal manager. Such repre«cii»i 
tations were accordingly made, through Sir Evan MAf 
Gregor, to the Colonial Office, as brought directiiM 
from thence, to remove his employer from the Cooncit' 
unless he were dismissed. His consequent dismiittll 
explained the striking decrease of complaints abqip. 
noticed. Some managers had endeavoured to. make 
women, in an advanced stage of pregnancy, perfimi 
their full quota of work; but the Stipendiary had insist?. 
ed upon allowing them six weeks before, and six weeks 
after confinement, as was usual during slavery. In om 
case a woman was brought before him late at nig)it; 
not aware of her situation, he directed her to be locked ] 
up, intending to investigate her case in the nioniing. 
She was seized with the pains of labor, and delivered 
in the course of the night. The complaint against her 
was re/using to work. Both the magistrate and ano- 
ther gentleman who was present, agreed that there had 
been a large proportion of deaths among the free chil- 
dren 5 but as no registers were kept, there was no 
means of ascertaining the exact truth. If the pay- 
ment of the compensation had been deferred till the 
end of the Apprenticeship, they believed that many 
lives would have been saved, as the greatest care would 
have been taken of the children and old people. The 
slave population of Montserrat, when the Apprentice- 
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ihip Act came into operation, was six thousand four 
bttndred and one ; of whom one thousand one hundred 
and thirty were freed on the first of August, being 
wnder six years of age ; of the others two thousand 
nine hundred and twenty-eight are females, and two 
liumsand one hundred and sixty-three males. The 
remidning one hundred and eighty includes those who 
have been since manumitted, as well as a considerable 
- number who have been sold to Demerara. This dis- 
graceful traffic has been successfully carried on in 
this little and poverty-stricken colony ; the ignorant 
apprentices having been induced by presents of a few 
dollars, and delusive representations, to have themselves 
appraised. The money is advanced by the apprentice 
trader, who immediately takes them on board his ship, 
where they receive a mock form of manumission, and 
then indent themselves to servitude in British Guiana. 
Many of the proprietors have set their faces against 
these proceedings ; but others, of whom a few are in 
high station, have countenanced them, and have them- 
selves driven a lucrative trade in the sinews of their 
apprentices. As we had reason to believe that in many 
of the colonies the apprentices had been fraudulently 
classified, we inquired of various persons, and find that 
all the plantation ncgros were returned by the valuers 
as predial attached laborers, by which this island, on 
the supposition that the other colonies were more hon- 
est, obtained a disproportionate share of the Compen- 
sation* There is also every reason to fear, that when 
the Ist of August, 1838, arrives, the domestics, and 
tradesmen or mechanics on the plantations, will be 
detained in servitude, or obtain their freedom according 
as their owners are conscientious or otherwise. This 
will assuredly occur if the Government do not take into 
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their own hauda thiH important subject. The appren- 
tices have no voice to plead their own wrongs, and we 
fear the Stipendiary will fail them, when they most 
need hie protection, as he is in some degree under pi; 
ter influence, in consequence of hia holding the appoint- 
ment conferred by the President, of Serjeant of Police, 
at a salary of one hundred and ten pounds eurrf 
(forty-eight sterling,)per annum, from ihe Island Trea- 
sury. By this reconciliation of obviously incompatible 
functions in his own person, he receives, as Serjeant, 
orders from himself as Magistrate ; and is responsible 
also to himself aa Magistrate, for his good behaviour 
as Serjeant. Again, as Serjeant of Police,' he appre- 
hends an offending apprentice ; as Magistrate decides 
the case ; and as Serjeant executes hia own sentence. 

The President administering the Government of 
Montserrat is himself a planter and appreutice-holdef. 
The Constitution of the Assembly is more liberal thm 
in Antigna, as the elective franchise is a forty- shilling 
freehold. The Courts of Law, however, are of the 
same character as in that island, but still more objec- 
tionable on account of the smallness of the commumty< 
We were fortunate during our brief stay in having 
the opportunity of attending a sitting of the legisla- 
ture, and also in meeting nearly every person in the 
colony, official or otherwise, who could atford us infoF- 
niation. Many of the persons we conversed with, 
freely expressed to us their opinion, that the Appren- 
ticeship was the only bar to a revival of the prosperity 
of the island. The ministers of religion are lookii^ 
forward to 1840 for a great extension of their useful- 
ness. We fear there is little hope of the measure of 
complete abolition before referred to, being re-iutro- 
dnced, in consequence of the moiiei/ vahte of the ap- 
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Qtices having been to much increased by the specu- 
ms of the Demerara traders. When we re-embark- 
a the evening, Robsbt Dyett, our landlord, and a 
1 of color, refused any compensation for our enter- 
ment, in consequence of his considering us asso- 
id with those in England, who have always mani- 
id a sympathy with his class, (when loaded with 
bilities) as well as with the slaves. 
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DOMINICA. 

J9th Month, \9th, (December. J 1B36. 

The voyage from M ontserrat to this island is fre 
quently performed in less than twenty-four hours^ bo 
we encountered such boisterous weather, that we ds 
not arrive at Roseau till this morning. Sailing in i 
small vessel, with contrary winds, in a heavy sea, i 
not the smallest of the miseries of human life, so a 
least one is apt to think while it endures. We wer 
too sea-sick to be sensible of danger, but our Captaii 
told us he never before experienced such weather i 
these seas, and our little schooner lost a jib, and sus 
tained some injury in her sails. 

In the course of the morning we visited the prism 
The treadmill was under repair. The keeper of ifc 
jail admitted that the man who superintended it, whe 
in use, carried a cat ; but he would not acknowledge th] 
it was used, except to a trifling extent. The prisone 
are put upon it fourteen times a day, for fifteen minut 
each time. The upp^r rooms of the prison are id] 
and large, but too many persons are confined in eacl 
the lower range are equally large but close, crowde 
and ill-ventilated. The present number of prisone 
is thirty five. We next called on the Rector, Gbori 
Clarke. He is much impressed with the importan 
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'^cation. Neafly the whok poptdation are Roman 
itholic, and speak the FreMh latiguage^ yet the de- 
e fin* education^ and the wish to learn English are 
genend, that he has no doubt he would be able to 
eight of ten schools^ if the meaors were supplied to 
Id tbein and to pay teachers. Mudi of the good kre 
been able to effect has been by education* The 
&nd obstacles wfeieh the mountainoiis character of 
island, and the isolatioii of the estates present to hkn 
ended efforts, are very great, but they are not insu- 
able. He believes also that the negros would come 
learn fratwithstaBding their deferent language and 
gion ; they weuM choose the best school, as they 
ose the cheapest store. The Rector took us to see 
ioflint 'School, and also two schools for boys and 
Isk In the former, the children learn little besides 
Tbry first <efenients, ahd the usual recitations and 
liojlis j but t^y acquire, what are very important, 
its ttf order and attention, and the English Is^iguage. 
e^ are then removed into the upper schools. The 
Idren in these, read surprii^ngly well, considering 
t iuost of them have bad to surmount the difficulty 
learnii^ a foreign lan^age. They are also pro- 
mt in iqielling and the tables, and the specimens of 
Ir writing shetvn to us were very neat. In point of 
tlligence and general proficiency, they would bear a 
wable comparison with the children in the best 
xds we visited in Antigua. A large proportion of 
II, however, are Children of parents in the middle 
% who ought to pay for their instruction. The at- 
laaee iu the three schools was about one hundred ; 
iiearly fa many, we were told, had been kept away 
jhe stormy Weather this morning. There is another 
fOl at St.* Joseph's, under the Rector's care, also 
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attended by about one hundred. From a memonuiduia 
furnished us by C. A. Fillan^ an intelligent youair, 
man of color^ it appears^ that the Wesleyan Sodety, jtj 
which he is a member^ have one large Sunday 
in Roseau, a day school at Prince Rupert's, BeveaS] 
eight noon and night schools on estates, in which 
dren are taught by the negro who can read best ; 
also ^^ at Layou, a competent free man has lately 
sent to instruct seven or eight, in order to qualify 
to teach. He also gives lessons to the children, 
he cannot be supported long." 

We introduced ourselves in the course of the dapf^ 
to William Lynch, Esq. one of the stipendiary 
trates. He is a man of color, *and justly valued 
those who have the pleasure of his friendship, bothlj 
England and the West Indies, for his inteUigence ^ 
piety. He told us, that the duties of the stipeni 
have become less onerous from the decrease of 
plaints. The apprentices understand better than t 
did, what is expected of them. Little is being dooi^ 
however, to fit them for the change in 1840. We cai- 
not perhaps give a better idea of the religious and edu- 
cational wants of the island, than is conveyed in lit 
following remark of this gentleman, on the state of hil 
own district, which comprises a population of two iixi9r 
sand apprentices and their free children, and includiei 
several large English estates, on which the nq^ 
are considered to be more intelligent than elsewhm. 
" My ofiScial intercourse with the laboring classes, ea- 
ables me to. discover their ignorance of letters, and tbo 
general disregard of the Sabbath ; as well as the oth^ 
moral obligations of civil and religious society. I fear 
there are not eight of them to be found in my district, 
who can read in any book. The pastoral visits of min- 
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iatet^ of religion are exceedingly infrequent, and in- 
i^ction of any kind, rarely within their reach.*' We 
melat h}s dinner table, ten other gentlemen and three 
lidies^ ail of the colored class ; three of the former 
were members of Assembly. They are relatives, and 
tgt just come into joiift posseission of an estate. They 
Recommenced paying wages for the day and a half, 
of tbeir apprentices' own time, at the rate of three bitts 
4 day, (eleven pence sterling.) We have learned from 
several sources, th^t the proprietors and attornies of the 
islaiid generally, compensate their apprentices for their 
own time^ either by payments of fish, or by returning 
the time at their own convenience. They studiously 
avoid paying wages — a short-sighted policy, which 
originates in prejudice and interest ; the attornies being 
ako merchants, and receiving a profit on the fish sup- 
plied to the* estates. We were informed that there- 
ftigees'from Martinique, of whom there are from three 
to fonr hundred in the island, are as a body, peaceable, 
well-disposed and industrious. The gentlemen above 
mentioned have twelve of them on their estate, who 
work satisfactorily ^for wages. They are rarely em- 
ployed, or in any way encouraged by the other planters. 
In some instances, even where negros who have bought 
their time^ have. been willing to remain as free laborers, 
they have been discharged from the estates. One of 
tts called in the afternoon on Joseph Fadellb, Esq., 
known in England for his fearless exposure of colonial 
wickedness in high places.^ He observed, that though 
there was less oppression than at the commencement 
of the Apprenticeship, he did [not consider the con- 
dition of the people even now, better than during sla- 

* Vide Appendix B. Sec. iii. 
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very. Had this visit been paid him twelve or eight 
months ago, four or five would probably have b 
publicly flogged within sight during the intervi< 
There was a vessel to-day in the harbor, freighted^ 
emigrants to Demerara. One of us went on board, : 
ascertained by conversation with the people, that t 
were going of their own free will. They were chi 
mechanics, free persons of color, from the Swedish 
Danish islands of St. Barts. and St. Thomas. S< 
of them appeared very intelligent. They gave a 
reason for indenting themselves, that they could 
set up in their respective trades in Demerara, wit! 
serving at least one year. Not a single apprentice 
been hitherto induced to leave Dominica. 

20th. — We left at seven this morning in a ci 
with Wm. Lynch, to visit one or two estates in 
district, on the North West side of the island, 
ocean is the high- way from Koseau to most of 
estates. The island is, however, encompassed, 
also intersected in various directions by roads, w 
are impassable except on mules or horses. The ne 
are expert rowers, and their long narrow boats, for 
out of a single tree, cut through the water at the 
of five or six miles an hour. We had an opportu 
of observing the mode of fishing among them. T 
or four canoes, loaded with stones, take a large 
about ten feet deep, and from sixty to one hun 
yards in length, to some distance from the shore, w 
they let down ; the lower edge being weighted 
lead, and the upper supported by pieces of cork, 
stones in the canoes are then thrown with great 
lence into the sea in such a direction as to frightei 
fish towards the shore, when a canoe at each extre 
drags the net rapidly to the beach, and the fish is 
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cored. The near view^ from the sea^ of the hills and 
ravines is extremely grand. They are covered with 
laxariant tropical verdure, and trees loaded with fruit 
and flowering shrubs, to the water's edge ; except where 
the cliflT, sometimes for considerable distances, presents 
a perpendicular face of rock. Dominica is truly a high- 
land country, a land of mist, and rainbows, and moun- 
tain torrents. The beds of the valleys are the sites of 
the principal estates, and the light green of the cane 
fields is in beautiful contrast with the deep, rich ver- 
dure of the hills, which enclose them on cither side. 
We arrived in about two hours at our destination, — a 
free village at the mouth of a considerable stream. We 
proceeded to the cottage of a respectable old negro 
woman, who keeps a shop for the sale of bread and 
provisions, the only one, we believe, in the island, ex- 
cept in the towns. The Stipendiary has taken a room 
in her bouse, which has been fitted up for his accom- 
modation, when unavoidably compelled to be more 
than a day from home. His landlady has been ten 
years free. She is now upwards of eighty years of age, 
has never been. married, but has always borne an irre- 
proachable character. She appears to be a person of 
Very cheerful piety, and exercises, we are told, the 
happiest influence over her neighbours. She is a class 
leader amongst the Wesleyans, who have a chapel in 
the village, where service is usually performed every 
Sabbath, by one of the missionaries or a local preacher* 
She is a bright example of usefulness and true respec- 
tability in. a very humble sphere. Her house was in 
, nice order and very clean, and the adjoining gardens 
neatly fenced- We met here a young man from Sierra 
Leone^ who had been brought all the way from his 
native country, by a letter from an uncle in Dominica. 
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He 18 now anxious to return. 'He ie an intell ig iit y 
weU-dispo8ed negro^ and a tolerable sdholar^ and 
employed by W, Lynch, to teach a few of tbe 
dren in the village and from the neighbouring 

Having sent a message to the manager of 
bcMTough, the adjoining estate, he kindly «ent hiB 
for us to cross the river, which for half a^mUetfiNMa 
sea, is three hundred yards broad, and of -eoati 
depth, beyond which it is obstructed by rfipidB. 
abounds in fish. Its banks are covered witJi the 
boo, guava, &c. Coming from Antigua, the rank 
riance of this more humid climate, struck us with 
nishment. The orange, shaddock, lime, goam 
other fruit trees grow wild in great profusion ; 
soil throws up natural rank grasses; creepera 
shrubs hang about the steep sides of the cl^^ 
the summits and more gentle declivities are 
with thick forest and brushwood. The eanegvoiPB- 
rank and luxuriant for the full secretion and 
tion of its saccharine juices, so that it is lessprodai 
than in the dry, exhausted soils of Antigua and 
bados. The estate we visited is one of the • finest- 
the island. It occupies a perfectly level plain of 
siderable extent, limited on one side by the line of 
boo, which marks the course of the river, and •flAivtiis 
on the other, in the form of a half circle, by>a ' 
apparently almost perpendicular, except on €>iie9 
side, which is occupied by the negro gardens aod- 
On the height above them is the manager?8:h0 
which is again overtopped by mountfuns, but whidf 
is still lofty enough to command a view of the wocto 
and cane fields, spread out like a map, with the 'Mi I 
front in the distance. A large stone vault, at son^ 
distance from the house, is used as the burying ^plaet 
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of the white residents ; and iiear the same spot also it 
a handBOuie tomb erected over the reioaiua of n former 
attoroey of the estate, at each end of which is a mngnt- 
niJiceiit palmetto, or cabbage-tree, with trunka an 
straight and columnar as if chiselled out of marble. 
This is a much more beautiful palm than the cocoa 
aot tree, though at tirst sight they would usually he 
confounded by an European. The cabbage is the upper 
part of the trunk, which has a green appearance, and is 
of a pulpy, vegetable consistence. Prom the summit 
of this, branches out a graceful crown of gigantic leaves. 
The cabbage is described as very palatable, but unfor- 
tunately the tree must be destroyed to obtain it. The 
manager kindly provided ua with horses and mules tu 
make a little excursion up the valley. Our path waa 
just wide enough for tlie animals to pass, with the river 
below us on one side, and a wall of rock many hundred 
feet high on the other, sonietimes so absolutely perpen- 
(}itrular as to he free from vegetation, hut usually cover- 
ed with shrubs and creepers. One beautiful spot in 
fchifi valley was marked by the tomb of an overseer of a 
t&ei|;hbouring estate, who had died from fever produce^ 
liy the fatigue of a three days' hunt of wild hogs in the 
^oods. 

The day was so showery, that we were soon com- 
Jielled to return, but as far as we could see, all seemed 
\o possess the same features of grandeur, and the same 
'\vild character of unsophisticated nature. Little of 
Dominica, except the river lerels and the fertile sides 
of the ravines, has been brought into cultivation. Not 
a hundredth part of its resources has yet been drawn 
upon ; for the traces of man's dominion over it are 
^^t indeed. Almost all tropical productions may be 
^^■■nted here, and many grow wild, as the cotton 
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tree^ the varieties of the citron tribe, some of thft 
spices^ the plaintain, banana and several farinaceov^ 
roots, the palma christi, medicinal aloe, and maif 
others, which produce valuable articles for consuiiifK 
tion or export ; and some of which, even in the Wort 
Indies, are frequently the objects of difficult and ootlif' 
culture. The island imports great quantities of tia^w 
ber, and numbers of cattle and horses, though valuakb 
trees grow on every estate, and there is pasturage mxAf 
cient, without cultivation, to support uncounted heidii* 
If it be asked, why man does not put forth his 
and gather the good things which nature 
with such spontaneous bounty, the reply is, that 
is no surplus labor to devote to such minor matteil 
the sugar and coffee cultivation absorb all the reso 
of the island. Nothing would be easier than to 
its natural wealth to most profitable account, if the 
great desiderata of capital and labor, were but supp] 
Fourteen thousand laborers are lost in such a fi 
wilderness. When the sin and stain of slav^ i 
wholly removed, we may indulge the hope that tbs tid^j 
of emigration will set in to this, and other of 
beautiful and almost uninhabited islands. 

Many parts of the island have never been exploicdj 
except by the Maroons or runaway negroct andtte 
rangers who were employed about twenty years agOf 
in the war of extermination against them. They 
at that time about one thousand five hundred in nmii* 
ber, but were entirely destroyed. Many were bro' 
to Roseau and butchered in cold blood ; and there 
a well there, which though of sweet water, and in the 
centre of the market place, remains unused to this dayi' 
from a belief that it is defiled with the blood of these 
unfortunate people. The governor who sanctioned 
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these atrocities was recalled. There are many wild 
liogs in the woods, and a small species of boa constrictor, 
the goana is not uncommon; and there is a large edible 
frog, which is caught in great numbers, and esteemed 
a delicacy^ There are also two species of parroquets. 
The negros are a hardy, muscular race, but far beneath 
those of Antigua in appearance and intelligence. They 
have a downcast, distrustful look. Such at least was 
our observation on Hillsborough estate, where they 
speak, chiefly English, and are considered superior to 
most in the island. Complaints have almost ceased on 
this estate, in consequence of a change of system on the 
part of the manager and his attorney ; the latter having 
lately adopted liberal views. The number of negros 
is one hundred and three, including old people ai^l 
children; the females being nearly as two to one. Nine 
hifEuits have been born since the Apprenticeship, of 
whom six have died. The manager attributes this 
great mortality to the negligence and ignorance of 
mothers, who .think that the estate will have a claim 
upon their children, if they take them to the hospital 
when sick, or if they allow the older ones to pick grass, 
tend goats, and do other work suitable to their years. 
The same want of confidence prevents the people from 
undertaking task-work, and from working willingly for 
nemuneration in their own time. In the former case 
we were told by one who had good opportunity of 
knowing their dispositions, that they thought that task- 
work was offered them as a bait to see how much they 
could do in a given time, in order to increase their 
daily quota. While we were on this estate, a. woman 
with an infant a few weeks old, in her arms, came to 
complain to the Stipendiary that the father of her child 
would not contribute to its support. He, it appear- 
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ed, denied the paternity of it, being regularly maniei 
to another woman, by whom he has a family. TU 
magistrate spoke to her on her sinful habits, but ali - 
seemed dead to all sense of shame, and went away in! 
sulkn temper. She was very slightly dressed^ anl 
her back was marked with the weals of former BBfggA' 
lations when a slave. The most deplorable coom^ 
quences have resulted from the promiscuous intercaafib 
and profligacy, which slavery has created. The feiti^ 
lity of the people has been impaired, and their natural 
affection for their o&pring weakened. The whtei 
have incurred a fearful responsibility by the tf^^mj|% 
they have set the other classes. Deplorable^ howevt^ 
as is the present state of things, all agree that in tIAf 
respect it is improving. Marriages are increasinf J 
among the negros, and the character of die marrid ' 
people, is manifestly better than that of the dthenM 
We asked to see the hospital, but after waiting some 
time, were told, that the woman who had the key way 
on her provision ground at a distance. As we had 
learned in Antigua that sham-sickness, or what was 
reputed such, was a marked feature of slavery, we were 
surprised to learn that this estate was free from it, tiH 
the circumstance was explained by the fact, that tbe 
negros thought the hospital was haunted by a jumlNAi 
who made noises at night, a superstition which tl^. 
manager took no pains to remove. We were shewll^ 
the cachot or lock-up, a building suitable for solitary 
confinement. The manager told us that he knew oae 
estate where the cachot was so constructed, that a pri* 
soner could neither stand erect nor lie down. Tie 
negros in this island are addicted to rum, an appetite 
created and fostered by their being rewarded with drams 
of spirits for l^xtra labor, and as an encouragement in 
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J damp weather. They receive no allowances at all ex- 
I cqit of clothing, and presents of pork, flour and fish at 
r Cbistmas. They support themselves by cultivating 
tfaeir grounds on the steep sides of the mountains, and 
by catching sea and river fish. We expressed to the 
manager our conviction^ that it would be good policy 
to begin paying money wages instead of salt fish ; there- 
by encouraging a desire for those comforts which 
money only can procure. He agreed with us and said 
that he had some time before attempted to act upon 
such views^ but that ^' he had brought the neighbour- 
ing planters down upon him.'* At present all the 
money which the negros acquire, is earned by taking 
the surplus produce of their grounds to Roseau, and 
the other markets. Sometimes they oiFer the salt fish, 
which is so injudiciously forced upon them, for sale or 
barter at the shops. Of their privilege of attending 
market they are so jealous, that they will scarcely sell 
their poultry or other produce on their own estate or 
on the road, even at a higher price. 

We had enquired of one of the negros who had rowed 
118 down the river, what difference he found between 
Slavery and Apprenticeship. He said that he had not 
yet discovered any. He had once received thirfy-nine 
by order of a former magistrate, while he never was 
flogged when a slave. On that occasion, he acknow- 
ledged he had been guilty of tipsy and riotous conduct. 
In reply to the same enquiry, the manager observed, 
that he did not think the apprentices were better off 
than during Slavery,* and that total emancipation 
would be advantageous for all parties. He did not 
fear being able to carry on the cultivation under a sys- 

* See Appendix B. iv. f/BSin OF !t^ 
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tern of freedom. Very few apprentices on this or tfai 
other plantations^ have been registered as non-predimb^ ! 
of those who are immediately employed as domestiM 
The manager said they preferred to be prediala^ witk 
the privilege of their large grounds, and related an im 
stance to us, where a non-predial had been made a pn^ 
dial at his own request, giving as a reason, that wluA ; 
his mistress was not at home, ^^ he did not get fed. 
It appears to us that the domestics and mechanicB if 
Dominica, as of some other colonies, have been 
sively defrauded in the classification, by being 
tered as predials. The temptation to cane stealing ii 
not so great here as in Antigua, as the negros can gro* 
canes in their own grounds. In one instance on l£9r 
estate, a considerable quantity were raised by bob« 
apprentices, which the attorney directed to be eoi^ 
verted into sugar for them, receiving one third of thp 
produce for the use of the mill. This meteyer systen 
will probably extend in some of the colonies. We rth: .| 
turned to Roseau in the afternoon in our canoe. TImi^ 
day was so continually showery, that we were pre- : 
vented visiting an adjoining estate. The climate of 
Dominica is considered unhealthy, but will doubtMi : 
become more salubrious and less humid, ^s it is mom I 
extensively cleared and cultivated. We have fotmd ft 
quite bracing, and very different to the dry, relaxing 
air of Antigua, which is usually numbered among the 
healthiest islands. It is probable that each island 
might be beneficially resorted to, by invalids from the 
other. One of the great recommendations of Dominica^ 
are its delicious rivers, which supply a beverage^ the 
luxury of which, can only be appreciated In a tn^ical 
climate, and by those who have been recently restricted 
to the cistern rain water of Antigua. The last burn* 
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cane in Dominica, did much mischief to the estates' 
huildings, and negro houses. A loan was obtained 
from Government to rebuild them, which some of the 
planters openly dechire their intention of never repay- 
ing. It is secured upon the estates. We heard of one 
estate where the negro houses and other buildings had 
' been destroyed, on which the loan, instead of being 
applied to its specific object, was laid out in the gene- 
ral improvement of the property, and after consider- 
able delay, the negros were compelled to rebuild their 
dwellings themselves, in their own time. The manager 
h this case, was fined in a trifling sum by the Stipen- 
diary, but the poor negros received no compensation. 
2l6t. — The cofiee estates in this island, are nearly 
destroyed by the blight and hurricaue. They are most- 
ly small properties, in the hands of the old French 
lesidents. Such is their depreciation, that the negros 
on many of them might be purchased for ten pounds 
sterling each ; but happily they cannot be sold without 
their own consent, and will not emigrate, or suffer 
themselves to be transferred to sugar estates. The 
ooifee trees are fast being displaced by canes. On some 
I of diese properties the cane juice is manufactured into 
tymp in a rude way, by the simplest machinery, and 
Bold in Roseau by the bottle. It is often made and 
sold on the sapie day. 

We left Roseau this afternoon in a canoe, for the 
Soaffriere, distant about eight miles, near the south 
west extremity of the island, leaving directions for our 
schooner to follow us in the evening. J. Fadelle and 
Lbwis Bkllot kindly accompanied us. The coast is of 
a somewhat different character, from what we surveyed 
yesterday. The mountains are higher and bolder, but 
the climate is less moist, and the vegetation less luxu- 
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riant. The Souffriere Bay is formed by two projecting ^ 
reefs. The valley is extremely beautiful^ and oocopidi 
by a very fine estate, the manager of which, IduBf ! 
lent us horses and mules to proceed to the SmiCi 
friere, which is about two miles from the sea, on tt| 
first breast of a mountain. It appears at a distania^ 
like a large white or yellow field on the side of a hilL 
The whole neighbourhood is filled with sulphureous va* 
pors. A boiling spring issues from the hiU, and foma 
a considerable stream. After crossing it, the fragmenla 
of wood and roots of trees appear converted into dwr^^ 
coal ; the ground is perceptibly warm, and covered. 
with fragments of almost pure sulphur. We ascendc^d | 
with some difficulty, striding over the hot rivulet^ | 
wading through the bushes, and in fear of dipping oor * 
feet into fissures filled with boiling mud, to the prio- ^ 
cipal sulphur field, where the side of the hill seemed to 
consist almost entirely of sulphur. Immediately abofe 
it, three springs of boiling water gush out of the rock, 
from circular orifices, one or two inches in diameter. 
They fall into a natural caldron below, which WM 
nearly hidden by the steam of the falling water. The ' 
bed of the rivulet, which they form, for the first one or ' 
two hundred yards, is stained so black as to give it the 
appearance of a river of ink. There is no crater, and ' 
no other evidence of volcanic action, except the boiUhg 
springs and this formation of sulphur ; but we were 
told that earthquakes are often sensibly felt, and are 
sometimes even accompanied by a rumbling noise at < 
certain seasons of the year. A description of the ; 
scenery in the neighbourhood of the Souffriere, would' 
seem^ the language of hyperbole. The bed of the valley ] 
is in a high state of cultivation. We proceeded from, 
hence across the island, which is here not more than 



DOMINICA. 106 

ilree or four miles in breadth, to Tisit several proper- 
. ties. . The first we called at, was that of a French pro- 
jnietor, an agreeable middle aged man of liberal prin- 
c^iles, and modest, retiring diaracter. We saw on 
Jiis estate, sad evidences of die ruinous effects of the 
Uight. Cofiee is generally grown on the precipitous 
sides of the hills, where the rain speedily drains off. 
A plantation of it in these smaller islands may be dis- 
tinguished at a great distance, as it is cultivated in 
Bkiiail diamond shaped fields, fenced in by a stronger 
and taller shrub, to shidd it from the sea breeze. We 
next visited an estate, formerly belonging to a French 
proprietor, now dead, and still under the management 
of his nephew. He instructed his negros himself, vrith 
a riew to emancipate them, but died before his property 
WB8 sufficiently unincumbered to enable him to carry 
his intentions into effect. We saw numbers of the 
people, who bore witness by their appearance and man- 
ners, to tike advant^es they had enjoyed. A group of 
happy looking children ran away at our approach, but 
cariosity overcoming fear, soon brought them back 
i^in. We prevailed upon a little boy and girl to 
iBad to us, in a book of moral lessons in French, which 
they had with them. The boy read fluently, the girl 
was too timid. We gave each of them a small silver 
piece, when it suddenly appeared that many others 
could read. The proprietor of this estate, used to pre- 
sent mothers with the freedom of their first child, born 
in lawful wedlock, a measure attended with the hap- 
piest results. Several of the people have bought their 
apprentices since 1834. They are allowed to occupy 
their former houses and grounds, and to cultivate cof- 
fee, paying half the produce of the latter to the estate. 
The manager did not seem to be satisfied with this ar- 
rangement, but he thought they would not consent to 
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work regularly for wages, though he acknowledged 
had never put them to the test. We proceeded 
hence to an estate belonging to the grrand&ther of 
of our companions. It is situated immediately aboiiri 
the sea, and there is a parapet wall to prevent cbildni 
and animals from falling down a precipice of aerenl 
hundred feet into the water. This like the two preei^ 
ditig, was a coffee plantation, in a state of transition info 
a sugar estate. The proprietor is eighty- five yeiift' 
old, and of most venerable appearance ; his long, 
hair flowing down upon his shoulders. He is befievol 
to be the oldest white person in the island. He is verf ^ 
infirm, but retains his mental powers, and much of fan 
French vivacity. His wife is slightly colored^ and stil i 
older than himself. He seemed delighted to see andfe *^ 
converse with us. His reminiscences extended Ofcr 
nearly three quarters of a century. Forty years ^0 
he remembered expressing to an Irish Catholic priest 
his conviction that the negros would some time or otfatf * 
be emancipated. He mentioned also some great lady 
having told him, that the nineteenth century would be 
distinguished by great earthquakes and commotions, 
which he considered to be a metaphor prophetic of 
Abolition. He was very much amused by one of ui { 
telling him, when asked to take wine, that he had drank 
only water for the last eight years. He said "the 
frogs drink water," " you are a frog," &c. Though, 
however, the idea of total abstinence from distiUed and 
fermented drinks, appeared both to amuse and astonish 
him, yet he acknowledged he owed his advanced age to 
his temperance. He drank a glass of wine himself, 
^^ to the success of our good cause." This beneycdrat 
old gentleman, seemed to live in patriarchial style in 
the midst of his people. Some of the young children 
almost lived in his house, and served to amuse him ' 
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m wiib their play ; one who was present^ received his 
f rapper from the table. The negros on this property, 
[ we were told, have doubled their numbers within the 
[ last twenty years. Nothing can be a greater contrast, 
than the condition, appearance, and manners, of the 
people on some of these properties of the old French 
^ residents, and of those, on even the well managed Eng- 
' fish estates. On the former, there has generally been 
an increase, and on the latter a striking decrease of 
munbers.* The population of the island has been 
nearly stationary. The great discrepancy of the sexes, 
m favor of the females, will operate unfavorably for a 
icries of years. After supper we took leave of this 
venerable couple, and by the light of a full moon, re- 
^ turned to the Souffriere Bay, where we found our ves- 
l sel awaiting us, and embarked at ten p. m. The mouu- 
l tain roads of Dominica appear dangerous, but the horses 
• and mules of the country are very sure-footed. The 
V island was named by Columbus from its being dis- 
' covered on a Sunday. When asked by the King of Spain 
for a description of it, he is said to have crushed a 
sheet of paper in his hand and presented it as a repre- 
sentation of the extreme irregularity of its surface. It 
would be difficult, perhaps, to describe it better. — 
Notwithstanding the apparent fertility of the island, 
the cultivation of the cane is described as very laborious. 
The yearly amount of sugar produced does not exceed 
three thousand hogsheads. Coffee was formerly its 
staple, but nearly all the properties on which it was 
cultivated have been ruined by the prevalence of " the 
white fly," during the last six years, by which many 
of the smaller proprietors have been reduced to poverty. 

• See Appendix B. Sec. i. 
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MARTINIQUE. 

I2th Months 9»nd, ( December J 183f . 

Some of our friends in Dominica put into our 
copies of several petitions to the French Chambers, 
last of which is dated only a month ago,* from 
colored inhabitants of Martinique, (many of whom 
themselves slaveholders,) for the immediate abofitioir 
slavery. The views of the petitioners are just and 
mirably expressed, and coming from persons living id 
immediate contact with slavery, possess a peeuliv 
value. As we must pass by Martinique, on our wif 
to St. Lucia, we concluded to spend a day or two m 
St. Pierre and Fort Royal, in the hope of ob^niag 
additional information respecting this anti-i^vcry 
movement. We reached St. Pierre, about ten o'ckx^ 
a. m. A colored gentleman, to whom we bad id 
introduction, came to us immediately on learning our 
arrival, and staid with us during the few hours we re- 
mained. He was a decided abolitionist, but was nol 
one of those principally concerned in the petitions, 
though his signature was attached to them. Our 
short stay and the disadvantage we were under in not 

being able to converse fluently in French, prevented 

• See Appendix C. 
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seeking the acquaintance of the parties principally 
icemed in the aff&ir. Our informant stated that 
Te was a general belief in the colony^ that the 
tvemment would abolish slavery within the next 
years. There was also an impression among the 
kves^ that they would be emancipated. The hours of 
X)r on the estates are from five a. m. to six p. m.^ 
ith intervals of one hour for breakfast^ and two for 
oner. They receive no allowances^ but have the 
iturday for cultivating their own grounds^ and Sun- 
j for market day. He mentioned an instance of a 
ive, who had a free wife and children, and who pos- 
ned slaves and other property himself; but who 
uld^never induce his master to sell him his own free- 
in. The trade of the island is now considerably de- 
essed^ in consequence of the uncertain aspect of the 
tare. The value of slaves has been much affected 
' the fear that they will speedily be emancipated 
thout compensation. Fine, strong, young men, 
oently worth three to four hundred dollars, will now 
ly realise from sixty to one hundred, when sold at 
hlic vente. The number of soldiers in the colony 
8 been increased^ and they are stationed in small 
•dies all over the island, to prevent the escape of the 
ives to Dominica and St. Lucia. About one hun- 
ed planters are wealthy, but the majority of estates 
e encumbered to a greater amount than they are 
)rth. There has been no clandestine importation of 
ives into Martinique, since the accession of Louis 
iiLippE. We were informed it was generally report- 

and believed, that the British West Indies were 
Jied; that England was obliged to import sugar 
m France, and that some of the Antigua negros, not 
ing the new regime, had made their escape to 

L 
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Guadaloupe ! ! Our companion introduced i 
father, who is a planter, and of different sent! 
himself. He confirmed what his son had saic 
ing the depressed condition of the colony, and 
price to which slaves had fallen, and also 
some of the current rumours about the Britisl 
He observed that the slaves in our colon! 
'* perfectly happy" before Emancipation, beci 
had legal protection. In Martinique, howeve 
ter could do any thing with his slave, short oj 
him to death ; and even in that case, if prosec 
would be suretoescapeconviction. Sincethecha 
British colonies, the discipline on the estates 1 
relaxed ; the slaves worked less and were les 
treated. A strong proof, he thought, that th 
Government contemplated the early and enti 
tion of slavery, was, that it passed no ameliorat 
No doubts were entertained, that the slaves w< 
tinue on the estates and work if made frei 
feared that the cultivation could not be carrier 
fitahly. During our stay at this gentleman 
we drank some eau sucr^, made of an inferii 
sugar; which on enquiring we found was Fre 
root sugar. 

We went afterwards to the Botanic Card 
Pierre, a scene of extraordinary luxuriance an 
It is situated in the basin, and on the sides of 
of mountains, and is a complete labarynth 
with fish-ponds, cascades, &c. It is devote 
to tropical trees and shrubs of the Eastern hei 
with which it is supplied in great profusion an< 

St. Pierre has from twenty- five to thirty 
inhabitants. It is a place of great trade, and 
cipal port in the island, though the harbor is i 
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• We left St. Pierre about four p. ni. in a canoe 
Fort fioyal, leaving directions for our schooner to 
low us. It was rowed by five men, one steering 
h a paddle. They were all naked, except pantaloons^ 

bad rather a savage appearance. One or two of 
1 spoke a little English, but we could not under- 
l a word of their French patois. The chest, shoul- 

and trunk of the negro are usually a model of 
mical symmetry, and remind us of the antique 
es. His head and limbs do not harmonize with 
>eatt ideas of beauty. Two of our rovvers were 
tos, the diflference of their form was strongly 
d. Our eanoe was lined at the bottom, and on 
les, with a mat of soft reeds, on which we lay, 

roof over our heads supported on wooden pil- 
We were obliged to follow the inlets and outlets 
sliore, which made our voyage tedious, and we 
t arrive till two hours after sunset. We met 
»s^la of considerable burthen, employed as dro- 

for the shipment of produce, immediately from 
\%te» on the coast. They were each rowed by 

twelve slaves, who were some of them quite 
, and all nearly so. They stood on benches, 
. at Intervals across the vessel, and took a stroke 
beir long oars till they almost reached in a reclin- 
osition, the planks or benches behind them. 
had then to step with one foot on the deck below, 

they cou}d recover their position on the benches 
ew tiie eiFort. Nothing could be more wretched 
€arance than the slaves engaged in this painful 
borious employment. 
e reached Fort Royal about nine p. m., and with 

our men as guide, proceeded in search of the 
o which we had been recommended. We could 
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not find it, and after enquiring at several hotels i 
were full, we were taken at length to one of rati 
inferior description, which was undergoing a con 
whitewashing. We found, however, the accomi 
tions tolerable, after divesting our minds of allEi 
ideas of comfort. We met here a gentleman, who 
English well, and who gave us information pre 
corresponding with what we had heard in St. Pie; 
the depreciation in the value of slaves, and of the 
military force maintained to preserve the peace < 
colony, and to prevent their escape to the B 
islands. Our landlady mentioned, that a gentlei 
her Acquaintance, had lately bought twelve slav 
a very low price, on the speculation that the Gc 
ment would abolish slavery and grant compens 
The same individual advised her not to sell one ( 
women that she wished to part with, for the 
reason. Her own opinion, however, was that no 
pensation would be given. 

23rd, — ^Though the seat of Government, and 
sessing the advantages of a spacious and secure I 
and a more central situation. Fort Royal has no 
the commerce or population of St. Pierre, and 
daily declining. It is built with great regularit; 
is capable of being rendered a beautiful town. 
South are two sides of a large square, enclosing a 
called the Savanna, with promenades, shaded by 
rind trees. Near this square is the Hotel du Got 
ment. The present Governor is le Baron de Ma 
formerly Admiral on this station, and the Office 
executed on the part of France, the treaty recogi 
the independence of the Haytian Republic. Ab 
year ago he visited Antigua, for the purpose of \ 
taining the result of Emancipation, and the imprei 
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be received there, were thought to be favorable to abo- 
lition. We paid our respects to him about noon to 
day, and were received with much kindness. The 
Baron is past middle-age, stout, and of very benevolent 
aspect ; he is familiar with the colloquial use of the 
English language. We told him^ that having been in- 
fi»med of the interest he had expressed in Antigua, we 
thought he might be pleased to receive some recent 
information from thence. We then stated as briefly as 
we could, the result of our inquiries. He listened to 
iu attentively and made several observations which 
^ewed, that he was closely watching the progress of 
■Cure in the British colonies. He quoted Sir Lionel 
' &irrH'B recent speech to the Assembly of Jamaica, 
fiNim which he concluded, that things must be progres- 
SBg unfavorably in that island. The subject was 
ffie, he said, in which he felt a deep interest, and it 
was closely occupying the attention of the Government. 
It w^ intended to enlighten the slaves by education, 
a^d by increasing the number of priests. On our en- 
: giiiring whether the planters were favorable to educa- 
L^ion, he said, some of them were not, but the (jovern- 
' fftent was. " positive." The negros themselves were 
' much addicted to religious ceremonies, but shewed no 
^ great desire to learn to read and write. He observed 
that the negros of Antigua were much more enlighten- 
ed thap^ in their islands. During his visit there, he was 
delighted to witness their attendance at church, and the 
ittention with which they listened ^* to the speech of 
the Doctor.'* Antigua, he observed, had been in a 
state of preparation for twenty years. We remarked 
tiAt it would have made more progress in five years 
rf freedom, than in twenty of slavery, to which he 
replied with a smile — ^* I see you would lose no time;" 
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adding after a pause, ^^ my opinion is the same 89 
yours/' We made some remarks on the prospects of 
the British colonies^ and on the Apprenticeship ; but 
fearing we might be imperfectly understood, we otkwi i 
to forward to him a short memoir on the subject from 
Barbados, which he said he should be happy to recri?e» 
We staid about three quarters of an hour^ and kft 
much pleased with our reception. 

We went on board about two p. m. and set sail tat: 
St. Lucia. The black and colored people whom ire 
have seen in St. Pierre and Fort Royal, are very su- 
perior in outward polish of manners to those of tli0 
English islands. The field negros^ we were told bf 
one party, were more^ and by another, that they wa^ 
less enlightened than in the English islands. Tb0f 
are less educated perhaps, but their faculties are sliai^, 
pened by coming in contact on the market days wUSt^ 
so large a body of white and free colored persons^ as H^ 
to be found in the French towns. The situation of Al^^ 
French colonies, appeals to be approaching a crisi%^^ 
and we believe it depends upon the Parent Govemmail) 
whether it shall issue in peace, prosperity and safet|f> . 
or in general ruin and bankruptcy, if not in bloodshot 
The present time is favorable for a great change^ be- 
cause the minds of all classes are in a state of prepa- 
ration for it, whilst the uncertainty of the future is 
exercising a ruinous and depressing influence on trade 
and property. It is more than probable, that the 
colonies owe their present tranquillity, to the persuasion 
on the minds of the negros, that, they will shortly be 
made free ; and there appears to be no obstacle what- 
ever to their emancipation, except the fears of the plan- 
ters, that free labor will be too expensive. The ques- 
tion is become a purely economical one. In Martinique 
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great annoyance and irritation exist respecting the 
escape of slaves to the British Islands, which has been 
checked for a time, by a large military force picquetted 
in parties of five or six men all over the island ; but 
take away the hope of freedom from the slaves, and 
fhey will make their escape in spite of every precaution ; 
and whether they drown in the attempt, or reach the 
opposite shore, the loss is the same to their masters 
and the colony. The distance horn land to land, to 
Dominica on the one side, and St. Lucia on the other, 
is only twenty miles, and several of the parties who have 
recently escaped, have ventured across on mere rafts. 
Of three thousand slaves who have thus disappeared 
from Martinique, only twelve hundred are accounted 
for^ as having reached the British islands ; so that it 
would appear, that nearly two thirds perish in the des- 
perate attempt. When it is considered that these 
slaves are chiefly men, and of the most robust of the 
people ; and that the depopulation of the colony in a 
still more rapid ratio, is prevented only by bringing 
out from Europe, and maintaining, a body of two thou- 
sand soldiers, the oppressive burdens entailed upon 
this small colony by slavery, may be faintly appreciated. 
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ST. LUCIA. 

I2th Month, %Uh, (December.) 1836. 
On coming on deck this morning, we found ou 
selves lying securely at anchor in the Bay of Castrie 
having had during the night a favorable wind. Hub 
one of the finest harbors in the Leeward islands, beif 
spacious and secure, free from shoals, and possefuii 
good anchorage, though somewhat difficult of accefl 
as it is almost land-locked. We called soon after 01 
arrival on the Chief Justice, the Hon. John Rbddi: 
whose acquaintance we had had the pleasure of makii 
in England. We also addressed a note to the Gove 
nor, Sir Dudley Hill, to enquire when it would 1 
convenient to him to see us ; and in the interim, atten( 
ed the Court where the Chief Justice was disposing ( 
cases of misdemeanour, &c. Two prisoners, were sw 
cessively indicted for petty thefts, both of whom pleac 
ed guilty. The proceedings were entirely in Frencl 
The Governor whose cabinet was adjoining, sent hi 
secretary to say he was ready to receive us. He ga^ 
us a courteous welcome to St. Lucia, and expressed 
desire to faciliate our inquiries. He spoke favorabl 
of the state of the colony, and of the condition of th 
negros. He had himself in his recent annual circuit c 
the island, asked them in the presence of their masters 
whether they had any complaints ; but with one or tw 
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exceptions, the answer had always been in the negative. 
Great improvements had been effected in the colony 
since his arrival. Its large debt was nearly liquidated, 
the port had been much improved by the construction 
of a wharf, and a road had been made across the island. 
Estates, he observed, had risen in value since Emanci- 
pation. The Martinique refugees, were on the whole, 
a peaceable, industrious set of laborers. The appren- 
tices who bought out their time, usually continued to 
work for wages on the estates. He thought the ap- 
praisements were in some instances too high. He had 
endeavoured to dissuade some of them from purchasing 
their freedom, by telling them, that if they would wait 
till 1840, they would have their money to commence 
the world with ; but they argued in reply, that wages 
were now very high, and would fall when all became 
free. We also called upon the Rector, who is the only 
Protestant minister in the island. There are but four 
:, hundred protestant inhabitants, of whom all are English 
but two. The Rector has three schools under his care, 
of which the one in town is attended by about forty 
children. They learn rapidly, though the lessons are 
in English ; but as soon as they can read, their parents 
think they know enough, and remove them. The want 
of qualified teachers, is a great obstacle to more ex- 
tended education. We were introduced in the course 
of the day, to William Muter, a proprietor of several 
estates, and an extensive merchant and ship-owner ; and 
ftlao to Dr. Robinson, both of whom are members of 
Council, and actively concerned in promoting the wel- 
fere of the colony. The former invited us to visit his 
estates. He has no fears of his negros leaving him 
after 1840. He told us that he found it difficult to in^ 
duce them to work for him on the Saturday, as they 
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are entirely dependent for support on their labor in 
their provision grounds. One woman, on his ofifering 
her wages for her Saturday, asked him if he did not go 
to church on the Sunday ; observing, that if she worked 
on the estate on Saturday, she must cultivate her*^ 
ground on the Sunday ; reasoning which admitted no 
reply. Dr. Robinson observed, that he did not think 
the condition of the negros in any respect improved 
under the new system, except that they work one hour 
per day less 3 and that unless different measures are 
adopted by the Government, they will be in no better ; 
state of preparation for freedom in 1840, than they - 
were in 1834. The mortality among the free children " 
has been very great, both from the want of attention 
to them on the part of the proprietors, and from the 
ignorance of mothers, who were however, by no means 
deficient in aflfection for their children. The number 
of females considerably preponderates in this, as in the 
other islands, which we have visited. Dr. Robinson 
mentions the only probable explanation we have yet 
heard of this anomaly. He believes that an inspection 
of the registry of slaves, from 1815 to 1834, would 
shew that half the males died before attaining the age 
of twenty, while not a third of the females died within 
the same period ; a disparity which he accounts for, by 
supposing, that the severe labor to which both sexes are 
subjected at the same age, is less destructive to the 
female constitution, in consequence of its being mow 
early matured. The population of the island, has how- 
ever increased within the last few years. 

25th. — Christmas Day. — A military band paraded 
the town early this morning, and serenaded the pub- 
lic functionaries in honor of the day. Among other 
tunes, they played one composed by the negros, and 
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called '* President Jeremie," a name much revered by 
the blacks. They found in Jeremie^ for the first time, 
a protector, and a dispenser of impartial justice ; and 
we are assured that this single circumstance has con- 
tributed to elevate their national character. The bene- 
fits of his residence, were not, however, limited to the 
negros ; as first President of the Royal Court, he pos- 
sessed, under the old French Constitution, a civil as 
well as judicial power, which he exercised in a va- 
riety of ways, for the general good. Many important 
public works, and among others the church, — the sole 
protestant place of worship, were begun and perfected 
through his exertions and influence. His efforts were 
often frustrated by the continual local opposition, which 
he encountered, and he was left almost unsupported 
by the Home Government ; but his chief opponents are 
now dead, and their sons, and those of them who re- 
midn, do not hesitate to say, that he was the greatest 
man who ever came to St. Lucia. Through his exer- 
tions, the obstacles raised by the proprietors to good 
government, have disappeared, and many of them are 
now willing to aid in the work of education, while those 
who are opposed to improvement are powerless. 

26th. — We left Castries early this morning, on a 
visit to two of the estates of W. Muter. The distance 
by land is about eight miles, and the road dangerous, 
iatiguing, and almost impassable, but through scenery 
of indescribable beauty. Our path was over a suc- 
cession of lofty ridges, and through the estates which 
occupied the intervening valleys. From the heights, 
we had extensive prospects of mountains clothed with 
primitive forest, above and around us ; and of ravines 
and valleys beneath us, in the same wild and unculti- 
vated state, occasionally diversified by extensive gar- 
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dens of the plaintain and banana^ fields of canes^ 
villages^ and sugar works. St* Lucia is to a 
extent even than Dominica^ an unoccupied wildei 
The character of the two islands is very similar | 
possess a feature of singular beauty^ in their lai^ 
perfectly level savannas^ enclosed by precipitous 
with a stream running through them to the sea. 
two estates we came to visit, occupy one of these 
leys. They are very fine properties, and in a high 
of cultivation. There were on them both^ about 
hundred and fifty negros in 1834, of whom eleven 
since purchased their time* Three of these 
working for wages, of whom one is a field laborer^ 
ceiving fourteen-pence sterling per day, besides 
and ground rent free. We noticed a fine young ox 
in the pen, which was supposed to have killed itself 
sticking its horns in the soft earth. The occi 
did not excite much attention. The loss of stock 
the unskilfulness of the apprentices, is very great^ 
ought to be noted among the disadvantages of uui 
pensated labor. The crop has commenced on th< 
estates, and is expected to yield about four hmu 
hogsheads of sugar. We went over the two 
houses, at each of which there is a steam engine* In 
colonies which we have visited, the night-work in tte^ 
boiling house, has been of late years much curtailed, at: 
altogether dispensed with, and so far as we can leam,;-^ 
without any disadvantage. We also went into one rf: 
the cane pieces, where a gang of about fifty negroi} 
chiefly women^were employed in cutting the canes. 
We spoke to the proprietor, who accompanied us, of 
the desirableness of married women, ceasing to be em- 
ployed regularly in the field, and merely rendering 
assistance in the busy season. He expressed his fidl 
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ecHicurrence in our views. Here as in Dominica the 
cane is of more luxuriant growth than in Antigua or 
Barbados. It is reaped by two strokes of a sort of 
cotlass ; the one taking it off about the middle^ and the 
oUier dose to the ground. The negro then cuts off the 
'ksFes^ and the plant, which consists of the one or two 
incipient joints at the top of the cane. The cane, the 
plant, and the leaves are thrown into separate heaps, 
to be carried away on the backs of mules. In the cul- 
tivation of the cane, the season for planting and reap- 
ing is the same, and lasts from one third to half of the 
year. The cane is not indigenous, and though of such 
vigorous growth, it does not go to seed in the West 
Indies. It is propagated by the plants before mention- 
ed, which of course can only be obtained during crop. 
Oa this estate, the piece which was being planted, was 
not holed in the usual manner, but hoed into ridges, in 
vfaich the plants were inserted about twelve inches 
asander, in rows running east and west, that they 
might sustain the least injury from the wind. The 
nwrs are five feet apart, so as to admit of the growing 
plants being weeded with the plough or horse hoe. 
This we believe is the mode in use in Mexico. It has 
been partially tried on this estate, and with success. 
The saving of human labor, as compared with the cus- 
tomary plan, is obviously very great. The proprietor 
intends on his next visit to England, to endeavour to 
Wng out some Scotch peasantry, young married per- 
Bonsy to enable him to introduce the plough in an effi- 
cient manner. Even on these well managed properties 
loany changes might be advantageously made. Among 
others the fields might be intersected by tram-roads, 
on which all the canes could be conveyed to the prin- 
cipal boiling house, which is large enough to manu- 

M 
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facture sugar for both estates. The persons emplojwl. 
to feed the mill, and carry away the magass or presMlj 
cane- trash, were chiefly women and young peraooftj 
There were six men and one woman employed as 
nak, in the severer labor of carrying the bundles of 
from the olace where they had been deposited by 
mules, up to the mill. These had been condemnedi 
six months' imprisonment and hard labor, for att 
ing to escape to Martinique, at the instigation of-j 
refugee, who had persuaded them, that the Freochi 
way of reprisal, had determined to set all British 
prentices free, who came over to them. At the 
of the proprietor, they were allowed to remain oQ 
estate, working under the superintendence of the 
police, and being locked up at night. We visited 
hospitals on both estates, which are roomy and- 
ventilated buildings. There were eight or ten p^( 
in each, chiefly with sore legs. In this moist climate 
slight scratch is liable to become an obstinate ulMh 
unless it receives medical attention. It is singular, UmI^ 
elephantiasis and black scurvy, are rare here 9ndi9 
Dominica. They are diseases of the dry islands. Tkffj 
loss of infants also, by convulsions and locked jaw* 10.^ 
common in Antigua, is almost unknown. Dr. RoB)9t| 
SON informs us, that the greatest number of deadtf 
occur between the ages of eighteen months and five or ; 
six years ; which he attributes to the unripe gwm 
and other indigestible fruits, which they gather ^ndf 4if 
when their parents are at the field. He believes thul 
infant schools would have an import^t, though iodi-t 
rect advantage in this respect.^ On these two estajM 

*A strikiDg coniirmationof this observation of Dr. Robinson is con- 
tained in the following memorandum, dated 1832, famished us among 
other valuable remarks by H. M. Scott, the benevolent proprieioi 
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the free children have had the same attention as iK'fore, 
and conHequeutly there has been no diminution of num- 
bers, by excess of deaths over births. The proprietor 
took us to see his estate school, the only one in the 
island. The children are taught by a respectable 
colored man, who was formerly a carpenter on the 
plantation. There were about thirty present, from four 
to twelve years of age, who had been learning about eight 
months. Some of them read easy lessons of one and 
two syllables, and spell very correctly. Their pro- 
nanciation is extremely good, but we found they were 
ignorant of the meanings of many of the words. As 
soon as a few become familiar with English, they will 
be of great use in bringing the rest forward. We were 
taken to see a little girl in one of the cottages, who 
was an albino. Her skin was originally quite white, 
but is now sun-burnt to a light brown shade ; her 
head was covered with white wooL The parents, who 
were both black, have had two other children distin- 
guished by the same peculiarity. 

On our return, Ve noticed on the hill sides, the 
. cottages and gardens of some of the Martinique refu- 
gees. One of them has a little plantation of canes, 
which he manufactures into sugar, in a small, rudely 
constructed mill, and sells in Castries. This display 
of industry and enterprise, excited the jealousy of a 
I neighbouring planter, who prosecuted the men for 
\ stealing two trees horn his estate, to make a boat. The 
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ofHqpeton and Lennox estates, Jamaica. *' Previous to the ostab- 
Mment of a school at Hopeton in 1824, the greatest degree of morta- 
fityprerailed among the children of tender years, that is tosajjfrom 
the time of weaning to eight years ,* it is remarkable that from the 
commencement of the school, (a period of nine years) only seven chil- 
dren, from two to fifteen years, have died, three of whom fell victims 
to the malignant dysentery of 1831. 
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refugee proved that he felled them on the bit of gromii 
which had been given hiin to clear and cultivate fiir . 
himself. There are six hundred refugees in this islan^y I 
and it is allowed that they contribute to the prosperitf i 
of the colony. They have introduced at Castries^ tSe 
manufacture of tiles^ and the porous water jars^ so est- 
tensively used in the West Indies. One gentleman^ 
whom we visited^ has one of them in his service as a 
groom^ and spoke highly of his industry and good ber 
haviour. The young man himself told us he did nol 
love his own country, " it was no good." The nuh 
jority of the refugees, it is said, bear an indiffereqjt/ 
character, but it is only surprising that they are nofe 
totally demoralised and discouraged by the conduct oCf , 
the government and proprietary body towards theoL^", 
We passed to-day through a sugar estate, which, thouglr' 
possessing every advantage of situation, was in a state 
verging on ruin, from carelessness and neglect. Wbdfcr 
fields of canes were so choked with long grass and weedi, 
as to be fit for nothing but to be ploiighed or hoed in. 
We set out on our return about an hour before sun-set* 
A shower had rendered the air still more clear than in- 
the morning, and the scenery was if possible more 
beautiful. After sun-set the air was lighted up by fiie' 
flies, floating about like sparks, one moment extinguish* 
ed and the next re-appearing. They seemed to tfe 
governed by a consentaneous impulse ; sometimes the 
valley below us appeared like an abyss of darkness, 
suddenly it would become an inverted firmament, studf 
ded with stars ^ and then as suddenly relapse into daric* 
ness. The loud croaking of frogs, and the chirping of 
grasshoppers, filled the air with a singulsu* night music. 
St. Lucia abounds with serpents, the most remarkable 
of which, are the boa constrictor, and a mahogany 
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colored snake^ of a very venomous nature, which is pe- 
culiar to some parts of North America, to this island, 
and to Martinique. It is frequently causing loss of 
life. Here also, and at Martinique, they have a bird uf 
song called the ^' rossignoly* which is believed to be 
identical with the mock-bird. 

St. Lucia produces chiefly sugar and coffee. The 
average yearly produce of the former has declined from 
ten thousand to three thousand hogsheads since it be- 
came a British possession. The prospects of the com- 
ing crop are favorable ; it is expected to reach four 
thousand hogsheads. The coffee plantations have also 
declined, in consequence, as is supposed, of an altera- 
tion of climate ; bu^ the injury is less extensive and 
severe than in Dominica. We passed to day through 
an abandoned plantation of cacoa, which was once 
extensively grown, but has declined in consequence of 
the low price to which it has fallen. St. Lucia is a 
crown colony and governed by Royal Orders in Coun- 
cil. It has, however, a colonial Council appointed 
I7 tiie crown, and consisting of an equal number of 
unofficial members, and of members holding import- 
ant offices under Government. It possesses legislative 
powers, but is entirely under the control of the Colonial 
Office. The ancient constitution and laws of the colony 
are not yet abrogated, though they appear to be gra- 
doally dSisappearing. The French language is almost 
exclusively spoken by all classes. The lady of the 
Chief Justice, informed us that there were only two 
ladies in the colony who spoke English till the ar- 
rival, a few days since, of the wife and daughters of one 
of Uie Stipendiary magistrates. 

St. Lucia has been more completely neglected, both 
^y the government and people of England, than any 
m3 
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other colony ; and its black population is therefoie 
more degraded and ignorant^ It was obsenred to us b^ 
an enlightened and influential resident, that ^^not anjr 
of light has yet reached the island, from any of the r^ 
ligious or benevolent Societies of the mother country. 
Another gentleman assured us, that it has not received 
twenty pounds a year, for educational purposes from 
Government, out of the large sums which have beoi 
granted; nor any assistance fromany of the Societies; 
The numbers at present under instruction, out of ft 
laboring population of fourteen thousand, does not pro- 
bably exceed one hundred children ; yet there is a fidd 
open to teachers and missionaries, which appears Id 
possess peculiar advantages to compensate for its peci^ 
liar difficulties. Many of the proprietors, we are as* 
sured, are ready to assist in furnishing suitable builds 
ings for schools. The Council are anxious to speeds 
the work, and have more than once brought the sub* 
ject under the consideration of Government, but yriltk* 
out effect. Several gentlemen have given us their opt*' 
nian, that the obstacles to the education of the negros 
created by the French language and Roman Catholic 
religion, would be obviated by sending out natives of * 
Guernsey, or others possessing a familiar acquaintance ^ 
with French, and by the use of the books and scripture ' 
lessons prepared by the Irish Education Board.^ It is 
generally agreed that the English language only should 
be taught in the schools, and that its diffusion is essen- 
tial to the permanent improvement of the colony.^ 

* These sentiments are recorded, as shewing the anxiety of some 
of the principal colonists to second any efforts that may be made to . 
promote education. We would not be understood as expressing any - - 
opinion of our own on the propriety of establishing a particular sysK 
tem.. 
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The resident proprietors are chiefly French ; many of 
them are moral and respectable. A pleasing instance 
was mentioned to ns^ of judicious liberality on the part 
of one of them^ the proprietor of a coffee estate. He 
gave two of his head negros a piece of ground to culti- 
vate in canes^ and lent them money to erect a little 
mill. They made the first year a profit of sixty pounds, 
and he reasonably anticipates, that they will be glad 
to continue as his tenants when they become free. 
This gentleman is actuated by native liberality and 
benevolence ; like many of the French colonists, he has 
never been further from home than Martinique, where 
they are usually sent in early life for education. The 
dissolute morals of a part of the white and colored 
inhabitants of this colony, as well as of those which 
we have previously visited, with the exception of An- 
tigoa;, cannot be described in a work intended for gene- 
ral perusal. The only redeeming feature in the exist- 
ini; state of things, is the generaJ testimony, that mar- 
riages are increasing, and that there has been a visible 
inqprovement in recent years, in the morals of the 
colored people and apprentices.^ 



^ * Several circumstiuices were mentioned to ns in St. Lucia, which 
rt wold have been our duty to have alluded to here, but they have 
adMqiiently been brought under the notice of the Ck)vemment, and 
^therefore await the result of an authorised investigation. 
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BARBADOS. 

I2th Month, 21th, (De^xmber,) 1836. 

We left St. Lucia last night. Our little schooner, 
we find^ belongs to the Superintendent of Barbuda; : 
three of the sailors are natives of that island^ and oiff 
Captain is a colored man from Antigua.* . ; 

28th. — We arrived at Carlisle Bay this morning j 
after a fine passage. We saw several small whales in i 
the channel between Martinique and St. Lucia ; and a 
few days ago, the sailors caught a dolphin, which gave ob 
the painful opportunity of witnessing in its dying ago- 
nies, the changes of color, for which it is so celebrated. , 
We thought them more extraordinary than beautifiiL 

Bridgetown^ Barbados, I2th Mo. 29/ A, 1836.—' 
We called to-day upon A. Stronnach, the agent of thfi 
Mico Trustees, who has recently arrived in this colony. 
He is busily engaged in raising a building, in a densely 
populated neighbourhood, for an Infant school. He 
has before him a prospect of extensive usefulness. 

I2th Month, 3\st. — We paid a visit to W. Moystbr, 
at Providence, in Christ Church Parish, a distance of 
seven miles from Bridgetown. Our road, for upwards 
of a mile, was through the principal suburb of the town, 
which is a place of great bustle and importance, com- 

* See Appendix D. 
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with the other towns we have yet seen in the 
[i islands. He related to us an instance of a 
yan minister^ formerly resident in this island^ 
lough a good man and an excellent preacher^ lost 
nfidence of the negros ; and with it his usefulness 
r them in the country districts^ by marrying into 
ter's family. The negros said of him, " He eat 
nanager, and drink with manager, and manager 
m what to say to us." We made many inquiries 
n on the subject of education, and it appears 
lis statements, that the schools are totally inade- 

to the wants of this dense population. About 

undred children attend the Sunday school at Pro- 

le Chapel, and he had also established at his own 

se a day school, which was attended by seventy 

en ; but he was about removing immediately to 

incent, and it would depend upon his successor 

er it was continued. The Wesleyan chapel here 

uilt at the sole cost of a neighbouring planter, 

deceased, who has also left the society a consi- 

le reversionary interest in the estates. This gen- 

n attached himself to the Wesleyans from their 

.rrival in the island, and shared in their early per- 

ons. He manifested a real concern to promote 

lysical comfort and moral elevation of his negros, 

a his will bequeathed to each of them half an 

f ground. We subsequently passed through a 

f the estate which is now in the possession of 

idow. The negro houses are large and commo- 

, and each of them surrounded by a garden filled 
sotton trees. 

t were introduced to an individual in this neigh- 

lood, who is a man of color, and one of a class 

tail, independent freeholders, which is scarcely 
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knoven in our other West India Colonies. He culti» 
vates his patrimony of seven and a half acres of laii^ 
upon which he has erected a small mill and boilid^ 
house, where he grinds and manufactures into svigmffi 
his own canes^ and those of his brothers, who reside 
near him. He receives a fair proportion of the pro^-i 
duce for the use of his works. He is the owner of 
or three apprentices, and also employs, oil the Si 
day, laborers from the neighbouring estates, at 
shilling sterling per day ; a price, which he thii 
cannot be given, when the cultivation is entirely 
ried on by free labor. The allowance of provisions 1 
the apprentices is thirty pounds of yams or 
potatoes, or ten pints of Guinea corn per week ; 
pounds of salt fish per week, and two suits of cl< 
per annum. Half an acre of land and twenty-six 
in the year, i. e. every alternate Friday, are sotm 
substituted for these allowances. Taskwork was 
sively introduced some time ago, but has been gene^ 
rally abandoned ; because, as he thinks, the ^^ scale ol.j 
labor " was too high.* 

We called at the nearest parish school. The parish**! 
es are thirteen in number, and in most of them the ^ 
Bishop has established a school. Being vacation week^ 1 
we could not see the children, but we had some con- ; 
versation with the master and two colored men, whd ^ 
were also schoolmasters. At this school there Boi" 
more than one hundred on the list, of whom ninety nl 
the average attendance. From the statement of tii^ 
masters it appeared, that their schools had been in^ 
jured by the sudden introduction of the pay system^ 
instead of the gratuitous plan on which they were 

*See Appendix £. Sec. iii. 
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oommenced. They complained also that no uniform 
plan of iqstruction had been adopted; and that the 
clergy seldom visited their schools, or otherwise mani- 
fested any interest in them. 

We returned to town by a different route. In the 
morning we had seen many negros going to market 
with their trays on their heads, and now met numbers 
returning, having disposed of the produce of their 
grounds, and supplied themselves with articles from 
. the town in exchange. Barbados is very highly cul- 
ti?ated. The weather during the last year has been 
byorable, and there is a prospect of a large crop ; 
the canes appear strong and heavy, and very few of 
them have arrowed. They present a great contrast to 
those of Antigua. 

. Isf. Month Ut., (January,) 1837. — ^The Sabbath. 
—We went this morning to the Moravian Chapel, in 
a part of the town called the Roebuck. There were 
about one hundred persons present at the service. 
This is a new station of the Brethren, and one in 
which they have the prospect of extensive and most 
useful labors ; being situated at the edge of the town, 
with a dense and neglected population on one side, 
and a district of estates on the other. 

2nd. — ^We called to-day upon several persons inti- 
loately acquainted with the state of the colony, and re- 
gret to state that all the information we received, is of 
Ui unsatisfactory nature; with the single exception, 
that the proprietors are prosperous, and that the island 
was never in a higher state of cultivation. One gentle- 
urnn, who is in the interests of the planters, informs us 
that the small estates are worth double what they were 
five years ago, and that estates then valued at twenty 
thousand pounds, would now fetch thirty -five thousand. 
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Our informant said, he came out to Barbados wilk 
English feelings on the subject of slavery ; but 
residence in the colonies^ and the acquisition of slm 
appeared to have given him a most unfavorable 
pression of the negro character. He complained 
ticularly of his domestics. Though most anxious 
be rid of them^ he said they were such wretches^ 
for the sake of society, he could not conscien 
emancipate them. He was obliged to have 
grooms to look after one horse, &c. Without at 
concurring in a general extension of these sen 
to the non-predials, it is generally allowed in the 
nies, that the Apprenticeship has had a more un&V( 
able effect on their character, than on that of the 
laborers. Other disinterested persons speak un£a^ 
ably of the condition of the apprentices. The Stipen-t 
diaries are, perhaps, with a single exception, accustoi 
to share the hospitalities of the planters. Many of the 
prentices complain, that they have fewer privileges 
before ; they are not allowed to raise and keep poultrf ^ 
and other small stock to the same extent ; and in coa*^ 
sequence, a rise of prices has taken place in Bridgetomii 
market. The free children are much neglected. Aftei^ 
1834 many of the planters turned them off the estate^^ 
provoked by the disappointment of their expectation^ j 
that the parents would consent to apprentice them ; ui " 
expectation which was baffled by the perseverance of 
the mothers, acting under the advice of the Governor, 
Sir Lionel Smith. This extreme measure against 
the free children, was happily not persevered in ; but 
cases have recently occurred, where it has again been 
resorted to. On the estates of a once humane resident 
proprietor, the children are taken care of in the estates' 
nurseries as before ; but in the vast majority of in- 
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■tancefl^ they are n^lected. If there is an Infant 
School in the neighbourhood, they resort to it several 
hoani before the instruction commences, simply be- 
cause they know not where else to pass the time ; as 
thdr parents lock their doors when they go to the 
Bdd* and the children are not allowed to be about the 
estates. The mortality amongst them has been very 
great since 1834. The boon of freedom granted, as if 
m mockery to their helpless infants, has proved a source 
flf misery and bitter persecution to the negro mothers, 
la some cases where the planters have changed the 
sDowances of the negros for half an acre of ground, 
and the alternate Fridays, the latter have suffered great 
distress, in consequence of being left without the means 
of support till their land was brought into cultivation. 
3rd. — ^We visited this morning the infant school, 
uder the care of Brother Kix)S£, the Moravian mis- 
lionary at Sharon. There were from sixty to seventy 
cUldren present, of two to eight years of age. Two 
only of the older ones were apprentices, and their pa- 
rents paid a consideration to their masters, for the 
privilege of sending them. A few of the children 
mooed a fidr proficiency in reading, spelling, and the 
^tiplication tables. Some of them wrote on slates. 
Speaking of the destitute whites, of whom there is a 
bvge number in the island. Brother Klose mentioned 
•a instance of a lady, whose property was entirely 
deitroyed by the hurricane of 1831,* and who was 
taken in and supported by one of her former slaves, who 
bbd previously purchased her freedom. 

From Sharon we proceeded to Government House. 



* See Appendix E. Sec. vi. 
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The Governor, Sir Evas Mac Gregob, received 
politely. He expressed himself decidedly in favor 
immediate Emanoipatioii, as adopted by the legislature 
of Antigua ; but with regard to the Apprenticeship, ' 
thought the time was now come for conciliation. The 
remaining term being comparatively short, he thought 
it of great importance, that there should be no unneces- 
sary irritation of the planters, respecting defects iu the 
provisions of the local Abolition Bill, or abuses which 
will expire with the Apprenticeship. He would rather 
endeavour to convirice them, that it is their interest 
be on good terms with their laborers, and to induce 
them, if possible, to anticipate the period of ultimate 
Emancipation. 

We had some conversation with the Governor, res- 
pecting the jail discipline of the inland. We had pre- 
viously heard of a case which occurred recently, of 
woman who was sent by one of the Stipendiaries to 
the tread-mill. She had an infant in arms, which the 
jailer refused to receive, and which was therefore left 
on the road. The circumstance was reported to the 
Governor, who immediately ordered her to be released, 
and gave instructions to the Stipendiaries, not to send 
women with young children to the tread-mill, Hehu 
since directed, that pregnant women should not be] 
upon it. We mentioned the details which had b< 
sent to us, by our feUow travellers Scoble and Lloi 
of the scenes they witnessed in the jail. Sir E* 
had then very recently assumed the government. - 
had already turned his attention to the state of the jl 
and had discovered and rectified some of the abuse*' 
He had directed that the superintendent of the tre»* 
mill should no longer carry a cat, but that if the priso*^' 
ers were refractory, a magistrate should be sent f t>*: 
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und they should be summarily punished by his authori- 
ty. We requested to be allowed to inspect the monthly 
journals of the Stipendiaries^ which he kindly granted. 
After leaving Government House, we called upon 
the Bishop, who gave us some valuable information on 
the state of education. There are about eight thousand 
children in the diocese, receiving instruction in schools 
under the care of the clergy. Hie number has declined 
within the last year, in consequence of an attempt 
made to introduce the pay system, which has failed ex* 
cq>t in Demerara. No opposition is now encountered 
on the part of the proprietors, but many of them mani- 
fest much apathy, and render no assistance. The 
teachers are black and colored persons. The greatest 
difficulty experienced in this island, is not the want of 
qualification on the part of colored teachers, but their 
preference for more lucrative employments. Besides 
the children actually attending school, many others re- 
ceive instruction from other children, and improve 
themselves by attending the Sunday schools. 

4th. — One of the Stipendiary Magistrates, has kindly 

famished us with a tabular statement of particulars 

respecting the free children, which he has collected with 

considerable labor. From this document it appears, 

that out of eleven hundred and fifty free children, on 

the forty-nine estates, in the smallest district in the 

idand ; sixty-two receive food, fifty-one clothing, one 

hiindred and eighty-nine medical care, twenty- seven 

some kind of education, and the remainder nothing, from 

the proprietors of the estates to which their parents 

Me attached. Of those who receive food, clothing, and 

medical attendance, forty-nine belong to the estate of 

one humane proprietor. 

We visited to-day Mount Tabor, the third Mora- 



136 BARBADOS. 

yian station in Barbados, where we inspected the ia** 
fant school, in which there were about seventy scholan^' 
About ten or twelve read in the Testament, ml' 
spelt very creditably. A few also had b^un to write. 
They were free children, and the master told us theii^ 
parents were endeavouring to have all of them brongMf 
up to trades, and not to agriculture. This is one of tto 
baneful effects of the Apprenticeship^ which continnflif 
and increases the character of degradation, which hi' 
attached to field labor ; and creates an injurious dli^'; 
tinction between children of the same parentSi wb/(^ 
were above, and those who were under six years of agtf 
in 1834. 

5th. — ^We availed ourselves this morning, of liMP 
permission of the Governor, to look over the joumaliF 
of the Stipendiary magistrates, which occupied us fiMf 
several hours.* We have made many inquiries 
pecting the manner in which the Stipendiaries 
their duties, but neither the information we receive, nof 
the primd facie evidence of their own records, tends to 
give us a favorable impression. The departure of one of 
the early magistrates. Col. Bushb, is much regretted by 
the friends of the apprentices. He was removed I^ 
military promotion . Another of the present magistrates 
has the presumptive evidence in his favor, of havinf^ 
been persecuted by the planters, and of having been • 
removed by Sir Lionel Smith, from the largest to the "^ 
smallest district in the island. Were the magistrates 
disposed, however, to protect the apprentices, the mas- 
ter possesses such powers of annoyance and persecu- 
tion, that the apprentice can have no effective remedy, 
in the exercise of his right of s^peal. In many instan- 

* See Appendix £. Sec. ii. 
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tes complaining negros have had their goats and puul- 
tiy killed ; in others^ their houses have been pulled 
down^ and aheds erected instead^ six feet by seven, just 
, wide enoug}i to come within the letter of the law, whicli 
i requires that they shall be provided with ^^ lodging/' 
The turning the free children oS the estates ; and 
changing tlieir mode of subsistence by giving them 
half an acre of rocky, unproductive ground, and 
twenty-six days in the year, in lieu of allowances, 
h&ve been already alluded to. We regret to state that 
the medical men are sometimes made parties to op- 
pression. Three women were recently brought by a 
manager before a special magistrate, on a charge of re- 
fusing to work, two of whom had each a very young 
inEEmt in arms, and the third twins. The manager pro- 
duced a medical certificate of their capability. In this 
mstance^ however,^ the Stipendiary dismissed|the cases. 
6th. — ^We went this morning to the jail, and by 
permission of the Provost Marshal were shewn over tlie 
whole of it. The wards are kept very clean, and some 
attention is paid to classification. We were told, that 
the prison was always healthy, and that during the 
prevalence of the fever last autumn, not a single case 
occurred within its walls. So far in its praise. The 
aamber of prisoners is two hundred and four ; the ac- 
commodations are much too small, and at night the 
rooms are excessively crowded. In one room there are 
ten men waiting their trial at the next sessions; and 
UQong them, some whose cases remain over from the 
last sessions, at the request of the prosecutor, to the 
Attorney General. As the sessions or assizes are held 
I only once in six months, these men may endure a 
twelve months' imprisonment ; at the end of which, 
they may be declared innocent, or if it should still not 
N 2 
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suit their prosecutor's convenience to appear agaioi^ 
them^ they may be discharged without any trial at Jk 
It appears extraordinary^ seeing the inconveniences €SE*> 
perienced, by the insufficient accommodation in tte 
jail^ for so large a number of prisoners, and that A 
the judges and officers of the Court reside within tW 
island, that there should be a jail delivery only once i 
six months ; but that the oppressive consequences 
this arrangement, should to some unfortunate pri 
who ought to be presumed innocent, till proved guiHj^, 
be aggravated by their cases being remanded over 19, 
the next Court, at the wish of their prosecutors, is 
intolerable abuse. In another room of the jail, 
are twenty men who have been tried and found *' 
guilty," who are detained till they have each 
twelve and a half dollars for the fees of prosecu 
In another smaH room, were twenty-eight priscmm 
under sentence of transportation. We saw also the* 
two sick wards, in which there were but few casoKi 
Tliose who are sentenced to the tread-mill, have to wcnk 
out afterwards any time they may lose by sickness^ 
We next went to see the treadmill. Several wo- 
men and *two or three weakly men were upon it 
When they did not keep step, the superintendent struck 
them with his flat hand. There was a cat suspended on . 
a nail in the room, but we did not see it used. Tlie < 
punishment did not appear too severe for the physicd j 
strength of the robust, but one of the men seemed quite 
unequal to the exertion. He was from the first slower 
than the rest, and soon suffered the mill to revolve 
against his knees, being held on by the arms from above, 
and occasionally making ineffectual attempts to resume 
the step. He was suffered to hang till the time expired. 
The superintendent told us, that this was the man's 
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constant practice, and that it proceeded from sulkiness; 
but from an inquiry made 'by the Provost Marshal, 
who was with us, it appeared he had been sick. He 
was old and infirm, and we find it difficult to believe 
that he would endure torture rather than submit to 
punishment. Pursuant to an order of the late Gover- 
nor, Sir LiiONiCL Sicrrn, the heads of all prisoners sen- 
tenced to the treadmill, are shaved. By the females this 
ifl considered the most d^rading part of the punishment. 
It is put in force, whether they are committed for a 
tew days or for three months ; whether their crimes 
are such as imply a moral d^radation of character, as 
itealing, or whether they are those nominal and con- 
structive oflFences, which form the great mass of com- 
plaints against them under the Apprenticeship law ; as 
alleged insolence, insufficiency or inequality of work, 
&c. Surely for such offences of women, as ^^ linen 
badly washed, and impertinence ;" ^^ doing only half as 
much in potatoe hoeing one day, as they did the day 
before ;'' ^^the punishment of seven days treadmill, first 
class,''* would be more than sufficiently severe, with- 
out this additional degradation. These barbarous pun- 
ishments appear to be based upon the theory, that the 
oegro female does not possess the deep feelings and 
delicate sensibilities of her sex ; or if she does possess 
them, that they are incompatible with her servile con- 
dition, and ought to be obliterated. On comparing 
oar observations at the jail, with those of our friend J. 
ScoBUB, when he visited it six weeks ago, it appears 
that some of the more glaring abuses, have already 
been corrected bv the new Governor- J. Scoble ob- 
serves, that during the whole time the scenes he wit- 

* Journals of Stipendiaries. 
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nessed were transacting^ ^^ the Barbados Legislatufe 
were holding their sessions within thirty yards of tW 
treadmill." We incidentally learned, that Sir EvAl^. 
Mac Gregor first became acquainted with the inanne^ 
in which the treadmill was worked, by observing it 
from the windows of the Council Chamber. It is hat^ 
possible to avoid the presumption, that under the sarnA 
circumstances, Sir Lionbl Smith must often have wit4 
nessed the sufferings, or heard the cries of the unfoi^ i 
tuuate victims of torture ; yet under his administratiod \ 
these things were permitted to continue. j 

On our return from the jail, we called at the offiee^ 
of the Stipendiary magistrate for the town dictrixrb;- 
The business for the day was nearly concluded. QnA :; 
negro complained against his master for not giving^ 
him his allowance of clothes. The magistrate tdd ; 
him to bring his master before him, but by way of; \ 
warning, read to him the clause of the Act, imposiii|f 
a penalty on apprentices preferring false and malicious 
charges, with an intimation, that he would be punish^ 
ed, if he did not sustain his case. In another case ah 
apprentice summoned her master for refusing to give 
her a pass to get employment. It appears that many 
of the nonpredial apprentices procure employment for. 
themselves, and pay their masters the weekly hire of 
half a dollar, supporting themselves entirely except ih 
sickness. In the present case, the apprentice was 
willing to pay her hire regularly, but insisted on choos- 
ing her own service, while her master insisted on 
choosing it for her. The magistrate, apparently anx- -^ 
ious to make her understand the relation in which she 
stood, said to her, ^^ You are the property of your mas- 
ter, and he can do what he likes with you. You must 
not think you can go and work where you please. Yoci 
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I mbis propertj ; he can make you stay at home to do . 

his work, or he can hire yuu out to luiy pcraon tie 

tiiinks proper." Such is the position of the aominally 

icipated negro, and such arc the doctrinea main- 

■ ttined by a functionary, appointed to carry into effect 

t for " The Abalitmn of Slavery." The magia- 

B told us, that the nonprediuls wen- fast buyin|; out 

r time ; he sometimes registered thirty manumis- 

a in a month. 

We have heard to day, that a measure is in contem- 

I platioo, for apprenticing the free children, without the " 

consent of their parents. This report has occasioned 

great alarm to the friends of the ncgros.* A gentle- 

n with whom we conversed on this subject, told ■ 
that some lime ago, a woman came to him with twins 
b her arms, about three months old, whom her master 
had desired to apprentice ; and when she refused, he in- 
sisted on sending them away from the estate. They were 
taken to a charitable institution where one of them 
siilisequently died, He knew another case, where a 
master sent away a child about a month old, and i 
fused to allow its mother to go to see it. In this 
instance the interference of the late Governor, procured 
He observed to us, that he considered the 
) character had been much misrepresented. In 
rae of a long experience he had found them pa- 
induring, and by no means vindictive. They 
We honest in great matters, though addicted to taking 
trifling articles, which they do not consider stealing. 
Th^ have the same natural affection for their children 
aa Europeans, notwithstanding all assertions to the 
contrary. They are of quick tempers, and apt in their 



• 8ec Appendix E., Sec. v. 



143 BARBADOS. \ 

disputes to break out into violent language, but rarely 
fight or injure one another. They attach great import- 
ance to being addressed in respectful language, and 
always use it in their cumniou intercourse with each 
other. They are suHpicioua of their masters, and can 
rarely be induced to believe, when he offers them any 
indulgence, that he has their benefit and not his owti 
in view. 

We went this evening to an adult school which Ji 
held for an hour twice a week, in a room provided for 
the purpose by W. M. Harte, the Rector of St. Mary's. 
There were about one hundred present, who were nearly 
all apprentices. Many have no other education than 
what they receive here. 

7th. — We called on the Rector of St. Mary's, who 
gave us some particulars of the useful results of the 
benefit societies, formed in connection with hiscbtiTCbt 
One of their regulations that married persons only 
shall become members of them, has been found very 
beneficial. Concubinage is now considered discreditabli^ 
and marriages are fast increasing among the cokred 
and black population. 

An individual upon whom we called to day, men- 
tioned to us a case, of which all the facta have not 
been ascertained, because the investigation was cou- 
ducted by the special magistrate, (CouLTHrBST,) with 
closed doors. So far it is known, that some time 
ago a letter was sent to the Earl of H^vrewood, pur- 
porting to come from several negros on one of his es- 
tates, complaining against their manager for short 
allowances and ill treatment. Lord Habewood, de- 
sirous no doubt to have the complaint inquired into, 
and if found true, the abuses rectified, sent the letter to 
his attorney, who handed it to the manager. The 
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mager summoned the negros before the magistrate. 
ley denied having written the letter, or having autho- 
\ed any one to write it for them; but they per- 
ited that the facts stated in it were true. They were 
verely punished. One of the men was degraded to 
I inferior employment, and to escape further perse- 
ition^ has since raised the means to purchase his free- 
om. The following circumstance was related to us 
y day, as illustrative of the advantages of immediate 
imaacipation. Our informant was some years ago in 
be colony of Berbice, not long after the emancipation 
if the Winkel negros, a body of slaves belonging to 
he Government. He inquired of a person high in 
]ffice, how these people were conducting themselves. 
Hie reply, was, that nothing could be more deplorable, 
dian their condition ; they were idle and dissolute, and 
the pest of society ; the Government could not have 
done a greater injury to the colony, than by emanci- 
pating them. Shortly afterwards, he saw the Protector 
of slaves, to whom he expressed his regret, on hearing 
of the conduct of these liberated negros. The Protec- 
tor assured him, he had received a prejudiced account ; 
that their deportment was most satisfactory, and that 
not one of them, that he had heard of, had been taken be- 
fore a magistrate. Our informant subsequently went to 
the village where the Winkel negros resided, in order to 
ascertain which of these contradictory statements was 
true. He went into twenty of their dwellings in suc- 
cession, and found in every one, evidences of industry 
and domestic comfort. In every house there was a 
bible or testament, and in most of them some one of 
the inmates eould read. 

8th. — We went this morning to the adult Sunday 
school connected with St. Mary's church. Besides a 
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large number of old people, who were under exanuna- 
tion as candidates for baptism ; there were 
about sixty scholars learning to read, in three or fint 
classes. They were from fourteen to upwards o 
sixty years of age ; aeperal very old people were CTO 
in the alphabet class, aud came, we were told, a dii- 
tance of eight or ten miles to the school ; an atfectinj 
proof of the general desire among the negros for edi 
cation. From the Bchool we proceeded to churdi. 
Though the Rector is free from prejudice himself, dis- 
tinctions of color are still kept up in his congregation, 
Formerly black and colored persona were confined to 
the gallery ; now they are allowed to occupy the peiri 
in the lower half of the body of the church. The epiKC 
appropriated to them was much crowded. At tiie 
close of the service, a collection was made for paying 
off the debt on the building of a new church in i 
neighbouring parish. From a statement which wai 
read, it appeared that one hundred pounds had been 
contributed to this object, from the " hurricane fund." 
The application of this fund, deserves to be made a 
subject of parliamentary enquiry. The distribution of 
it has been by no means satisfactory to many of tie 
sufferers. It is complained that some persous of snull 
property, who were entirely ruined by the hurricane, 
had no relief from it, while others of large fortune ob- 
tained considerable grants. 

One of us visited in the afternoon, the Wesleyan 
Sunday School, wheie there were assembled aboot 
three hundred scholars and sixty or seventy teachers. 
The conductor of it was a negro, who made at the 
conclusion a very appropriate address to the childlCD. 
and teachers. Some prizes of little books wei 
distributed. 
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9th. — ^A gentleman shewed us to davy two old 
maps of Barbados, which threw sonic light on the 
manners and customs of the early colonists. The 
first was of the date of 1675. The ishiiid appeared to 
bave been at that time but partially cleared of its 
native forest. Among the figures of the wild and do- 
mestic animals, was the camel, which was used then 
and long afterwards, as a beast of burden. There was 
also a figure of a planter pursuing runaway negros, and 
firing at them with his pistol. In another map of 
more recent date, five Quakers' meeting houses were 
- marked. 

Archdeacon Eliot and the Rector of St. Mary's, 
kindly accompanied us to visit some of the principal 
schools in Bridgetown, under the care of the establish- 
ment. We went first to the infant school, which is 
attended by one hundred and fifty children ; and from 
thence to the boys' school, where, though it was the 
first day after the Christmas vacation, the attendance 
was about one hundred and fifty, out of one hundred 
and eighty on the list. We heard several classes read, 
and answer questions, in which they displayed con- 
siderable proficiency as well as in spelling and arith- 
metic. About fifty of the children were apprentices. 
! We had not the opportunity of ascertaining on what 
; terms they obtained leave to attend school, except that 
r in one instance, the owner received a considcratio!! 
from the boy's parent, for allowing him to come. The 
master is a negro ; he was educated in the school him- 
self, and is a well qualified teacher. In the girls' 
school which we next visited, the attendance was about 
seventy out of eighty-five. They were nearly in 
the same state of discipline and proficiency as the 
boys. In the first class were several apprentices whose 
o 
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mistresses voluntarily sent them for improvemeat,- 
Barbados is far behind Antigua in the general hpreat 
of education, but is in advance of it, in the characttf , 
of its schools. Besides those which we visited to day,* I 
which are in a satisfactory state of eflSciency, there are '\ 
many good private schools for all classes. ' ; 

10th. — We went at noon to the House of AssemUf^ 
This body, like that of Antigua, meets by short ai<^i 
journments, and is always in session. It is annoaSj^ 
elected. The proceedings to day, were not of miifdH 
interest. Several bills were read a first, secofid aiMf 
third time; and, so far as the lower House is conceradtr^ 
were pushed through their several stages in one sitting. 
The Solicitor General gave notice, in a speech of con*. 
siderable length, of a Bill to adopt on the part of tlA ^ 
colony, the Imperial Act for a change in the judicill ■ 
system. The Solicitor General appears to possesi-; 
great influence in the House, and is reported to podt^ ' 
sess great influence out of it, particularly in the coun- ;] 
cils of the Governor. He is a young man of agreeabk , 
manners, and a persuasive speaker. He politely intro- 
duced himself to us, in the lobby of the House, and 
conversed with us for a few minutes on the state of 
the jail, and the administration of criminal justice; and 
also on the condition of the free children. Their desti- 
nation, he observed, had become a vital question to the 
colony. They were now being brought up in habits 
of idleness and petty stealing. He wished they could 
be apprenticed till their mothers became free, were it 
merely for the purposes of maintenance and education; 
but complained of the jealousy existing on this subject 
in England, where it was characterised as a perpetua- 
tion of slavery. He observed, that sending the children 
away from the estate, had only occurred in one or two 
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instances, and he expressed much indignation at the 
conduct of those who had been guilty of it. The great 
desiderata in the colonies were schools combining agri- 
culture with learning. 

1 1th. — ^The population of Barbados is supposed to 
be above one hundred and twenty thousand. Accord- 
ing to the ordinary ratio of increase, the colony, with- 
out injury to itself, might afford the other colonies several 
thousand emigrants annually; yet the legislature has 
{Rssed an Act, the effect of which will be to prevent the 
hboriiig population leaving the island. This Act awaits 
flie sanction of the Home Government to become law. 
We went this morning to the jail with the Rector 
of St. Mary's, who is chaplain to the prison. There 
were about one hundred and fifty present at prayers, 
whose behaviour was attentive and decorous. One only, 
of the white prisoners attended — the prejudice of caste 
being preserved even among criminals. The minister 
addressed them, at the conclusion briefly and affec- 
tionately. We called in the course of the day at the 
Secretary's Office, and obtained permission to inspect 
the registry of apprentices. They are duly classified 
as predials or non-predials, but the return is made by 
the planters, and tradesmen on the plantations are 
included in the former class. 

We met to day a gentleman of great intelligence 
and extensive information, who told us, that he knew 
at least one planter in the island, an attorney for 
several estates, who was preparing for Emancipation 
by increasing the comforts of his negros. Probably 
there are many, who adopt the same enlightened course. 
He said^ that in some instances, the nett profits of the 
last two years were equal to more than half the value 
of the fee simple of the estates, and that the prosperity 
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of the planters was unexampled. He feared there 
little or no improvement in the morals of a 
class of the colonists. He had heard men^ who 
accounted respectable^ boast of their immoralities, 
complaui of the change which had taken place in M 
sentiments of the colored people, and of the presi 
tion of the colored females in aspiring to marriage/ 

13th. — ^We went to see the Weslejran day sdu 
It was commenced some years ago, by a colored 
who was a cabinet maker, in humble circumstait^ 
He observed a number of children, accustomed to 
in the street before his door, and conceived the iddlN 
occupying their time and attention more profitably 
teaching them to read. He succeeded, and his scl 
soon became so numerous, that he was compdled ttf 
seek other means of having them instructed. 
efforts resulted in the establishment of the pi 
school, which is held in a small, dilapidated buildii^^i 
crowded with about one hundred and fifty chiidrra: 
A considerable proportion of them are apprenticeifJ 
We heard the first classes, both of boys and girls reatf 
and spell, and examined them also in arithmetic 
Their performance was very creditable to themselvel 
and their teachers. They answered scripture questiooi 
with unusual readiness. Though the expenses of thi6 
school are very trifling, yet it is dependent from month 
to month, on casual assistance. 

A local magistrate mentioned to a gentleman of onr 
acquaintance, that he had sent a man to the treadmill, 
for fourteen days, on a charge of trespass. The man 
was found at the house of an apprentice on another 
property, to whom he asserted he was lawfully mar- 
ried. On the magistrate being asked why he inflicted 
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luch a penalty, he said the law was imperative.* When 
the apprentices commit offences against any individual 
vhois not their owner, or against the public peace, they 
ijre taken out of the jurisdiction of the Stipendiary 
ifagistrates. This is sometimes made an engine of 
oppression. One flagrant instance has been mention- 
ed to U8^ where a negro was accused of some crime by 
Us master, and the threat of prosecution was held in 
terrorem over his head for fourteen months, during 
vbich period, he was subjected to much oppression ; 
pd when at length he was wearied out and ready to 
(omplain to the Special Justice, the threat was carried 
into execution. He was taken before a local magistrate, 
who committed him to to take his trial for the offence. 
We had to-day the pleasure of making the acquain- 
tance of Joseph Wheblbr, the agent of the Bible 
Society, who has just arrived from Trinidad. Some 
tiuie ago, he spent several weeks in Hayti, and his ob- 
lervations on the appearance and condition of its popu- 
lation, gave him a favorable impression. We have 
heard several who have visited Hayli, speak of it in 
umilar terms ; but, usually, the inhabitants of the 
other West India islands, are as little acquainted with 
its condition, as if it were in the other hemisphere. 

We embarked this evening for Jamaica, in the Echo 
Steamer, which came into port this morning, having 
left England four days before the packet, which has 
been long expected, and is not yet arrived. 



• Daring our stay in Antigua, we met a gentleman from this 
island, who informed ns that he had thus punished husbands and 
wives, residing on different estates, for visiting each other, obsoi-virg 
that the law aUowed the magistrate no discretion. 

o 3 



CHAPTER X, 



GENERAL REMARKS. 

BARBADOS* 

In all the islands which we have yet visited^ 
the Apprenticeship has been introduced^ the A 
ticed laborers are peaceable and industrious ; in all 
theni; property has risen in value sii>ce 1834; aad^ 
independently of the seasons^ the production Mid es^ 
port are as large as they were during slavery. In 
bados^ the cultivation was never in a better state HbtM 
at this moment ; the ensuing crop is expected con* 
siderably to exceed an average^ and estates have rtsci 
very greatly in value. This prosperity is chiefly to |- 
be attributed to the measures of the Imperial Pafiia» 
ment. The colony has received an immense compoi^ 
sation, for losses which it has not yet incurred ; wai 
which it is by no means probable that it will ever haw 
to sustain. The state of things may to this extent be 
considered satisfactory, but it cannot illustrate Ae 
effects of Emancipation, except that the price given fe^ 
estates, proves that the planters are at length persuadied^ 
that they will be able to carry on a profitable cultivft- 
tion after the year 1840. We do not find that the 
most distant fears are entertained, that the negros will 
forsake estate labor when free, or will refuse to work 
for reasonable wages. On the other hand, so far as 
the negro is concerned, the Apprenticeship is a system 
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of unmixed evil^ and though it may appear in some 
C(donies to be a source of temporary profit to the plan- 
ter, yet his real and permanent interests would have 
Wen far better secured, by adopting the course which 
lias been pursued in Antigua. The Apprenticeship is 
lot Emancipation, but slavery under another name; 
md though it appears to be in some respects a modi- 
led and mitigated slavery ; it has also its peculiar dis- 
idvantagea, which more than counterbalance whatever 
p>od it contains. It is not in any sense a state of pre- 
pmtion for freedom. Its introduction was attended 
mtii danger, from the disappointment of the excited 
expectations of the negros ; its progress is marked by 
Bootinnal irritation, and at its close, all the real diffi- 
Bolties attending the change of slaves into free laborers, 
ranain to be encountered under tlie most unfavorable 

Barbados being one of the most important of the 
British Colonies, and differing from the other islands 
in its physical character, state of agriculture, and 
•mount of population, as well as in some of the general 
features of its social system, the following observa- 
ticHis may not be deemed unimportant. Though an 
imdulating island, its highest hills are not more than 
a fiew hundred feet above the sea. It is, in fact, a 
coralline formation, covered with a thin layer of soil, 
from six to eighteen inches deep, except in the valleys 
and lowlands, where the mould is of great depth and 
ridmess. On the higher ground, the rock is in many 
places exposed. The coasts are so little indented, that 
it has scarcely what can be called a harbor, but it pos- 
sesses great advantages of situation, being, according 
to the regular course of the trades^ the most windward 
of the islands, and consequently a station from which all 



the others are easily accessible. In one respect it is an 
exception among slave countries, being an extraordi- 
nary example of agricultural prosperity. One of the 
moat limited in its natural resources, it is one of the 
most important of our colonies, in amount of produce, 
wealth, and commerce. In proportion to its size, it is 
more densely peopled than China, and is cultivated 
like a garden. Its soil, though it lias long lost Its 
natural fertility, is the source of far more wealth to its 
proprietors, than the virgin lands of more fertile islands. 
It has a large and busy capital and seaport, a numerous 
middle class, and a body of native resident proprietors, 
who have found it possible to forget that England Is 
" home ;" and who glory in the title of " Barbadians." 
They possess a real nationality, with characteristics, 
neither English, Irish, nor Scotch. Barbados is called 
"little England," by way of pre-eminence j a name 
which It deserves, from the prevalence of English com- 
forts and refinements ; though among other features (rf 
resemblance to the mother country, we regret to notice, 
a great body of white paupers,* and numerous licensed 
houses for the sale of spirits. 

Paradoxical as it may seem, it is yet evident, thrt 
it owes its superior wealth to its exhausted soil and 
dense population. "By repeated croppinga, the soil 
{of Barbados,) had become less than half a century 
since, so much worn, as to be almost unproductive in 
the sugar-cane ; but by the subslitution of other cTOfi, 
particularly the Guinea corn, a system of soiling and 
tethering cattle was introduced, which has not only 
been the means of retrieving the lands, but has, perhaps, 
made them mnre productive than ever; adding at the 

■See Appemlis E, Sec. i. 
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■ Mine time to those numberless conveniences and re- 
warces, which never fail to proceed from a due atten- 
tibo to the brute animals/'* It thus appears, that the 
itolesome pressure of circumstances, which, to the su- 
lerScial observer^ foreboded nothing less than the ruin of 
ke colony, has occasioned the introduction of a more 
Btlonal system of agriculture, and elevated the island 
( its present position. Both in the field and in the 
ifling-house, the system of the Barbadian planter is 
■ny degrees in advance of those of the colonists of 
B other islands. In the management of their slaves, 
r slaves, the Barbadians equally excelled. Like good 
rmers, they bestowed the same attention upon them 
\ upon their cattle, and if the negros had been animals 
id not men, their success would have done honor 
rien to their humanity. Their aim was to keep them 
I the highest working and breeding condition, in which 
licy succeeded ; and though ever reputed the severest 
isciplinarians, yet theirs was the only sugar colony 
rherethe population rapidly increased. 

The Barbados legislature was the latest to pass an 
\ct for the Abolition of Slavery, as required by the 
[mperial Government; and the planters have since 
succeeded in moulding the Apprenticeship into an al- 
most perfect likeness of the system they so unwillingly 
reUnquished. An equal, if not greater amount, of un- 
compensated labor, is now extorted from the negros ; 
bridle, as their owners have no longer the same interest 
in their health and lives, their condition, and par- 
tbdarly that of mothers and young children, is in 
many respects worse than during slavery. For a com- 
plete exemplification of the character of the Appren- 

• Dr. Nugent " Report of Antigiia Agricultural Association." 
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ticeship, we refer Loan analysis !n the Appendix, ofllie 
record of complaints and decisions in the journal of t 
Stipendiary magistrate, with illustrative cases.* By 
these it appears that corporal punishments are almost 
laid aside ; but the ncgros are deprived of their lime, 
on which they are to a great extent dependent, for tltt 
maintenance of themselves and their offspring. The 
uperation of the law which compels the apprentices to 
refund the time lost, when they are punished by ini- 
prisonment, (thus imposing a double penalty for tbe 
same offence), and the forfeiture of their Saturdays to 
the estates, have given the planters a direct interest is 
the punishment of their laborers. Nor must it be foe- 
gotten, that there are benevolent planters, who new 
have occasion to employ the authority of the Stipen- 
diaries ; and that this penal and oppressive law, wilJt 
its costly and complicated administration, is upheld 
solely for the purposes of men, who know no othet 
means of maintaining their authority, than terror, and 
who can comprehend no motive to induce their negrw 
to labor, but coercion. The little that was wanting to 
make the Apprenticeship the heavy burden, that it now 
is, to the negros, has been supplied by Sir Liosbl 
Smith's "scale of labor."t 

The prejudice against color is stronger in Barbad(% 
than in any other colony, although the colored clasa rf 
its population, is numerous, wealthy, and respectably 
and comprises some of the first merchants of the islanl 
No colored student has yet been admitted within the 
walls of Codrington College, The public opinion of 
the colony is powerful, and exercises an unfavorable 



" See Appendix E. Sec. i 
t See Appendix E. Sec. i 
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?nce. There are indeed, two kinds of public 
3n, of unequal and opposite forces ; first, that of 
Inglish public, feeble and indirect in its effects, 
3tting in a strong tide against slavery, and its ac- 
anying abuses : secondly, the sentiments of the 
lant party in the colony, in favour of existing in- 
ions ; the belief that the blacks are by nature of 
erior race, and born to a servile condition ; and 
jirit of caste cherished between the white, mixed, 
lack races. In noneof the British Colonies is this 
public opinion stronger than in Barbados ; and 
Lavery of mind among the free classes, is scarcely 
ibvious than the outward bondage of the negros. 
' who have a deep sense of existing wrongs, and 
even, who are sufferers in their own persons, dare 
xpress their sentiments ; and an individual who 
BS to think and speak with the multitude, must 
I life of solitude in the midst of society. In all 
• respects, to one endowed with moral courage, 
; spider's most attenuated thread" is not more 
, than this unseen but despotic power, which seals 
ps, and fetters all minds.* 



The contrast between the state of society in this island and 
ica, is in tliis respect remarkable. There the pro-slavery fac- 
s louder and more violent ; and persecution has within recent 
., raged with all its fury ; yet among those who presume to dif- 
om the reigning opinion, there is a freedom of thought and ex- 
iion, and an independence of action^ which cannot be found 
)g the same class in Barbados. 



CHAPTER XI. 



JAMAICA. 

1*^ Month, 92nd, (Januaryy) 1 

We came to anchor at Port Royal early this i 

ing, having had a fine voyage and very favorable 

ther since leaving Barbados. Beittg in the ^* tn 

we did not employ the steam till within a day < 

arrival. The distant view of Jamaica from the 

of the same verdant and mountainous character a 

minica and Martinique but on a more stupendous 

The lofty summits of the blue mountains are u 

wrapped in clouds. Our only fellow passengers 

Captain Belcher, and two of his officers^ whc 

going to take the command of a surveying exp€ 

on the Western coast of America. Their int 

was to cross the Isthmus of Panama, proceed! 

boats up the river Shagrees and thence across the : 

tains on mules. As we were entering the harbc 

fleet on this station were leaving it'J to blocka< 

ports of the Republic of Granada, which includ 

Isthmus. This intelligence threatened an unex 

obstruction to Captain Belcher's more pes 

operations, especially as he had many packages o 

able apparatus, which could not be conveyed 

the mountains without the aid of the natives. 

have met in our several voyages, three oiBScei 

have visited Pitcairn's island, in the South See 
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each on different occaBions. They all give the same 
Mscoiint of the simple and amiable character of these 
idanders^ but observe^ that they are beginning to be 
corrupted by the vices of the Europeans and Americans, 
vhose whaling vessels occasionally touch at Pitcairn's 
island for water and provisions. The distance from 
Porb Royal across the harbour to Kingston, is about 
five miles. We went up in a boat with the mail-bags, 
a circumstance to which we owed the recover}- of a 
number of our letters of introduction ; a parcel of them 
Ittylng been stolen from us during our voyage from 
Barbados to Antigua. Those addressed to parties in 
Jamidca^ had been loosely wrapped in a parcel, and for- 
warded by the very steamer in which we arrived. The 
Deputy Post-master General on opening the parcel, 
and discovering the nature of its contents, politely 
restored them to us, having learned our arrival from 
the young man in charge of the mails. As it was the 
Sabbath, we went in the evening to one of the Wesleyan 
i chapels, a very large and substantial building, but not 
[ more than half filled. The congregation was com- 
posed of black or colored persons ; the body of it being 
flurown open for the poorer class, and the galleries 
reserved for the more opulent. At the conclusion of 
the service, notice was given of sermons during every 
day in the ensuing week ; and we found on inquiry, 
that the District meeting, or island Conference was 
ibout to be held, as well as the anniversaries of the 
various societies, having a religious or moral object. 
We subsequently called upon Joshua Tinson, the 
•enior Baptist missionary, who gave us a kind welcome 
to Jamaica. 

23rd. — ^We breakfasted with J. Tinson, at whose 
house we had the pleasure of meeting W. Wemyss 
p 
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Anderson. We were also introduced in the course of 
the day, to the Attorney General, Dowbul 0'ReillT| 
and to J. M. Trew, the Director of the Mico Institu- 
tion. The Mico schools in Kingston are already estab- 
lished on a large scale ; their advantages, howeverj bo. 
long as the Apprenticeship exists, will, with few ex- 
ceptions, be limited to the free children. We attendei 
in the evening the anniversary of the Jamaica BiUk 
Society. There were five or six hundred persons pre- 
sent, of whom very few were whites* The addresaei 
of the speakers were appropriate and excellent. J. Mt 
Trew, who was in the chair, stated in the course of # 
animated speech, that at one of the Mico schools in lii, 
country, he had recently made a collection among tilt 
children for missionary objects. The little sums whici J 
they gave, exceeding what he expected from them^ in- 
duced him to enquire how they obtained their manejri 
They earned it by teaching their adult friends and 
neighbours to read, after the labors of the day wa« 
over. Nearly every one was occupied in teaching his 
parent, or uncle, or neighbour, and even in some in- 
stances, grandfather and grandmother ; so highly da 
even the adult and the aged prize the opportunity of 
learning to read. The gift book of the Bible Sodetf, 
comprising the New Testament and Psalms, has been 
very useful in encouraging the desire for instruction 
which is at present so general among the negros. 

24th. — ^We have before alluded to the eifect of the 
Apprenticeship on domestic servants. It has taken 
away to a great extent, the fear of punishment, with- 
out supplying any better motive for exertion, in the 
hope of reward. The landlord of the hotel to which 
we went on our arrival in Kingston, told us that he had 
twenty-five apprentices, of whose conduct he made the 
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lost grievous cotnplaints. He did not take them be- 
ore the Special Magistrate^ because he knew they 
vould then become totally unmanageable. But while 
lescribmg the annoyances to which he was subjected^ 
uid expressing his desire for free servants^ he com- 
plained^ almost in the same breath, of government, 
becMise it did not send the captured slavers here, and 
apprentice the negros to the inhabitants. A person 
who has been in the colonies, ceases to wonder at the 
biCt, that slave-masters of European birth and educa- 
tion^ are usually more severe than those born in the 
West Indies. They are accustomed to the active ener- 
gy of free servants, while the Creoles, though familiar 
fiom infancy with despotic power, are more easily 
aatiBfied with the indolent languor and comparative 
inefficiency of their slaves. Conversing on this subject 

ilfth an estimable gentleman of this city, he observed 
to U9y that, in this country, the heart and temper were 

often put to a severe trial ; and that a man would learn 

more of his own character in a few months, than in 

England in as many years. 

One of the Special magistrates, Stephen Bourne,* 

called upon us this morning, and gave us an invitation 

to his house, which is situated in the mountains, about 

nine miles distant from town. We drove thither in 

the evening. The climate of the elevated portions 

* TI118 gentleman, to whom we are indebted for his hospi- 
tality, and for the opportunity of attending his Courts, has expe- 
rienced much undeserved obloquy, in consequence of his being sup- 
poaed to Itave made statements to us prejudicial to the Colonistp. 
It is due to him to state, that he expressed great anxiety that we 
dionld see both sides of the question, and accompanied us to several 
Bsteiee in his district, which were likely to give us a favorable im- 
presrion of the condition of the negros, and the character of their 
proprietors. 



160 JAMAICA. 

of Jamaica is temperate and salubrious. Our kind 
and his wife^ and their interesting family of » 
children^ of various ages, have enjoyed unintemt 
healthy during their two years residence in the Col 
The property on which their house is situated, 
ruinate coffee plantation. Besides^ orange treei 
full bearing, mangoes, pines, and many tropical fr 
English apples, potatoes, peas, and other vegetal 
are grown upon it. The latter, however^ appea 
degenerate. 

25th. — ^This morning we accompanied our hofi 
Silver-hill, an estate twelve miles distant, in the I 
of this mountainous district, where he was goisj 
hold a Court. Four cases of complaint were broi 
before him. They were all substantiated, and 
offenders received suitable punishments and adm 
tions. They thanked the magistrate and appe 
satisfied with his decisions, though some had been ' 
earnest and ingenious in their defences. He had 
tened patiently to all they had to say, and by 
means appeared to obtain their confidence. The o 
seer* of this estate is a man of color ; he respects 
law, though a strict disciplinarian. He has kept a 
gistry of the births and deaths of infants as du 
slavery, from which it appears that the compars 
number of deaths has not increased. The chi]< 
have the same medical care, and the same treatmei 
other respects as before. Not a single free child w< 
on the estate. The overseer asked a woman, in 
presence, to let her eldest child, a boy of eight yi 
do light work for his clothing and allowance^ but 

* In Jamaica an overseer is the person who is caUed manager i 
other islands ; and the overseers there are here called boikkee 
an attorney, of numerous estates, is called a planting attorney. 
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replied^ '^that the child was free, and she did not wish 
Id bind him/' The effect of the apprenticeship on 
Aese children, is, in many respects, very injurious. 
The overseer treated us during our stay with great 
courtesy^ and offered to accompany us to visit several 
neighbouring estates if our time had permitted. We 
returned in the afternoon. The sides of the mountains 
are devoted to coffee, which grows here without any 
protecting fence. All the original forest has disap- 
peared, having been at one time cleared for cultivation. 
The estates are of great extent, and it is customary 
when the soil is worn out, or rather washed down by 
the heavy rains, to plant in new ground ; as the steep 
Boantain sides cannot be restored to fertility by til- 
lage. The scenery of this part of the island, though 
often grand and beautiful, has not the freshness which 
diaracterises Dominica and St. Lucia. Other parts 
of Jamaica are yet uncultivated, and covered with 
primitive forest. The waste lands belong to the crown, 
I Irat may be patented by any individual at a nominal 
j rent. Many thousand acres have recently been taken 
r up by various persons, which is a proof that the general 
J confidence in the stability and increased value of real 
estates, is not diminished by the anticipation of com- 
plete freedom. 

In the course of the evening, a negro came in great 

^stress to the magistrate, to complain that his wife 

I residing in this district had been taken to the court 

'^ of a neighbouring magistrate. Captain Brownson, and 

iaentenced to the treadmill for eight days. A letter was 

given her to the Governor. Though the Special magis- 

Vrates are appointed each to a particular district, yet 

their commissions extend over the whole island ; and 

one who has the reputation of impartiality with the ap- 

p 3 
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prentices, will frequently be applied to by many not in 
hia district. Such applications are frequently made t» 
S. BoDRNE, who liears tlieir cases, and ia accustomed 
to refer them with a recommendation to their own 
magistrate. A line of conduct less offensive to bis 
colleagues can scarcely be conceived ; yet Captain 
Brownson, in a case of this kind, which lately oc- 
curred, sentenced four men to liard labor and to be 
flogged, whose offence was stated by himself in tbelt 
warrant to be insubordination and " applying to Mr. 
Bourne, instead of their own niagiatrate." In the 
present instance, he himself tends an apprentice to the 
treadmill, who is brought before him by her master out 
of another magistrate's jurisdiction. We subsequently 
took pains to learn the prrticulars of this case. The 
apprentice had obtained leave from her own magistrate 
to take a few days to arrange for the valuation of het 
daughter, who lived at a distance. Her owner sum- 
moned her before Captain Brownson, on a cha^ of 
absence from work. Notwithstanding her explana- 
tions, and her entreaties to be allowed to pay back the 
time or even double the time, she was sent to the 
treadmill, though far advanced in pregnancy. After 
making attempts on two different days to tread the 
mill, it became evident that she could not continue the 
exertion. She earnestly requested the gaoler not to 
put her on the mill again, and for the remainder of tie 
time she was sent to work with the penal gang 
field, chained to another woman. Being unable to keep 
up with the rest, she was locked up in a cell on her 
return from the field at night, and the overseer threat- 
ened to lock her up the whole of Sunday ; but, hap- 
pily, tiie Governor's order for her release arrived 
night before. 



JAMAICA 163 

26th. — ^We yisited another coffee plantation this 
morning. The overseer appeared to be a good tempered, 
frank, intelligent manj and made no complaints against 
his negros. A court was, however, held to determine 
a case a£Eecting the lessee of a neighbouring property, 
which is a sad illustration of the heartlessness of a cer- 
tain class of the colonists. A summons was issued 
requiring the defendant's presence, and warrants for 
two of his apprentices as witnesses ; but as he sent 
a disrespectful message to the magistrate, refusing to 
attend, we had no opportunity of hearing any but the 
complidnant's case, which she detailed in a long affida- 
it It was to the effect that she had lived with him 
for nine years, and was then discarded without any pro- 
vision being made for herself, or her two children ; 
and that when she went to his house to take away some 
of her property, she was repulsed and assaulted by him. 
Although the statement was ex parte, the principal facts 
were confirmed by other persons present. The affida- 
vit related other particulars of a still darker shade, 
which as they refer to the state of things during slavery, 
we forbear to repeat. The overseer at whose house 
we were staying, observed that he had purchased the 
freedom of his colored children and their mother, and 
given them a home to live in. It was evident, how- 
ever, that all his sympathies were enlisted on the side 
of the defendant, although we have no doubt he was 
himself incapable of similar conduct. He alluded to 
the subject without any apparent consciousness of 
immorality. It appears absolutely necessary, how- 
ever repulsive, to detail some of the facts which come 
under our notice, illustrating the state of colonial 
morals; in order that it may be known, what obstacles 
really exist to the advancement of the negros, and how 
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futile it would be^ to expect that any good will be ef- 
fected for them, through the agency of the generality, 
of the present race of white residents. On our re-, 
turn to night, as well as on the preceding evenii^ . 
a specimen of the opposition which an upright mn** 
gistrate encounters in the discharge of his dn^ 
came under our notice. Our host received two lettect - 
from a neighbouring Special Magistrate, and a plants 
ing attorney, both dated from the residence, and* 
brought by the messenger of the latter. The purporl* 
of the first was to complain of Bournb's interferews^i 
which, as before explained, consists in patiently listeiH ; 
ing to those who bring their complaints to him, and \ 
referring them, with a recommendation, to the justice' : 
or merciful consideration of their proper magistratov 
or owners. It was stated that this interference had 
^^ occasioned more punishment, than the misconduct' 
of all the apprentices in the district." The letter of 
the attorney was to the same eflfect. Besides the in- 
sight which this incident gives into the gloomy des- 
potism of this odious system, we cannot but remark 
the close alliance which is shewn to exist, between 
some of the magistrates and the planters. 

28th. — ^We rode over to Spanish Town, which is 
thirteen miles from Kingston, and the seat of Govern- 
ment, in order to pay our respects to the Governor, 
Sir Lionel Smith, who gave us a courteous reception. 
The views he expressed during our interview were . si- 
milar to those contained in his first speech to the 
Assembly and Council, and which appear to have cha- 
racterised his whole course of policy since assuming 
the Government. He considered the negros of Jamaica 
far more degraded than those of Barbados or the other 
islands. During his predecessor's administration, no 
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rogress had been made in preparing them for free- 
nxL The time had been lost in ^' squabbling" with 
le planters. It was necessary to adopt a conciliatory 
[>licy^ and to endeavour to induce the proprietors to 
inform to the wishes of Government. He had already 
(plained to some of them, that they could not other- 
ise expect that Grovemment would sanction the Acts 
hich might be necessary after 1840. Some restric- 
ve measures, he thought would be required, both to 
core the prosperity of the planters and the welfare of 
ye apprentices. Both here and in Barbados, he stated 
at the resident large proprietors were humane men, 
id that all the oppression was caused by the owners 
r few negros, and the overseers of absentees. On 
is arrival in the island, he had found one of the par- 
ities almost in a state of insurrection ; he had appoint- 
d a Commission to inquire into the facts, and several 
if the overseers had been subsequently dismissed, and 
leace in consequence restored. We believe the Go- 
'emor alluded to St. Thomas in the Vale but he did 
Kit mention the suspension of Dr. Palmer. On our 
eaving, he obligingly referred us to Richard Hill, the 
Assistant Secretary, for any information connected with 
the Stipendiary Magistrates' department. 

We became acquainted in the course of the day 
with J. M. Phillippo, the Baptist Misssionary, resident 
in Spanish Town, and with several Special Magistrates* 
An opportunity was unexpectedly afforded us to day, of 
learning the further particulars of the case of a woman 
being chained to a man, by order of a Special Magis- 
trate; which J. Sturge had stated at a public meeting 
in England, on the authority of a private letter. The 
report reached Jamaica, where it was at once met by 
the newspapers with a confident denial : a convenient 
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and summary mode of discrediting facts which ii 
resorted to in the colonies. We learned 
woman, Pbiscilla Taylok, resided not far 
Ferry Tavern, a welt known halfway house 
Spanish Town and Kingston. We therefore 
a message to meet ua on our return, which as 
the Saturday, her own day, she was able to do. 
took down her own statement of facts, which she 
with simplieity and precision, in the presence 
BouRNK, who had been to Spanish Town, and 
paniedus on our return. She appeared to beadi 
respectable woman, rather above her class. Slie 
"that B. (her maatet) had sent her to fetch 
water, and complained when she came back, that- 
had been too long. In the evening (Friday) she' 
put in the dark house, where she staid till 
afternoon. On the Monday she went to L. (the 
cial Magistrate) to complain, who said he would 
next day to the property. He came, and sentenced her 
on the complaint of her master, to work in the field 
chained to a Mongola man, named Joe Bcckstohb, 
who was standing by, and who had an iron collar round 
his neck, which he had had on some time. She was 
chained in the presence of the magistrate, by the over- 
seer — the constable standing by. She said to L. "don't 
chain me to a man, I never had a chain round my neck 
in my life." She also told him that she was a married 
woman, and could not bear to be chained to a man. 
She was suckling a young child at the time. L. 
refused to listen to her. She and the man were ordered 
to the field, where she persuaded him to escape with 
her to Spanish I'own. They went first to the Gover- 
nor's house, and afterwards to C. a Special Magistrate, 
to whom she said " Massa and L. two friends, whatever 
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ma£sa tell L. he will grant him the friendnhip to do it." 
She b^ged C. to give her a paper to go into the \vork« 
hooBe ; he did so, and there they unchained her from 
the man^ and chained her to another woman, and the 
man to another man. She was punished two weeks in 
the workhouse at Spanish Town. B. then sent his 
overseer and the constable to fetch her home. She 
was then again chained to the man and sent to the 
field. She offered to work if the chain was taken off, 
but positively refused to work chained to the man. 
She was then taken to the dark house, where she was 
confined for two weeks. During the early part of the 
time the same man was locked up w^th her at night, 
when he came from the field. At the end of that time 
she was again taken before L. and sent to the work- 
house at Halfway Tree, where she worked in the penal 
gang for a month."* 

On our way home we called at Halfway Tree work- 
house ; our companion being the bearer of an order 
from the Governor for the release of the poor woman, 
motioned a few days ago, who had been sentenced by 
Captain Brownson to Uie treadmill. We saw several 
of the same magistrate's commitments. In one of 
them part of the sentence was underlined, and ran 
thus : — ''The twenty-five lashes not to be inflicted 
at present^ but to remain suspended over his head for 
two months, and remitted if he behaves well during 
that time.^' We ascertained this mode of re-placing the 
lost power of the lash in the hands of the planters to be 
quite customary with him. 

30th. — ^We came this evening to the Botanic Gar- 
den in the St. Andrews's Mountains, where we took 

• See Appendix F. Sec. i. 
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lodgings for a short time, in Order that we might attei 
some of the Courts of the Special Magistrates^ Bour] 
and Hamilton. The garden was formed about fSn 
years ago, in order to receive part of the collecti<m 
trees from the East Indies and South Sea Isla» 
brought hither by Captain Bligh. It is now a cof 
plantation and private property^ having been long gi^ 
up by the Legislature. There is still however a lai 
collection of exotic trees. 

31st. — We went this morning to breakfast wi 

Robert Osborn, one of the proprietors and editors 

the Watchman newspaper, at whose house we met ! 

estimable partner^ Edward Jordan. It was a hi 

gratification to us to become acquainted with men, ^ 

have done and suffered so much in the cause of fr 

dom. The former accompanied us to the Halfv 

Tree workhouse, as the St. Andrew's House of C 

rection is called. We noticed in the yard on enteri 

about a dozen negros, men and women, standing i 

line near the door, who were heavily chained. 

inquiring whether they were the penal gang, we vi 

told they were apprentices from the estates, waitii 

to be tried at the Court of Special Justice Brown 

this morning. It was the practice, we were infom 

to put them in chains before trial. In going < 

the buildings, we remarked that the solitary cells 

excessively close, with scarcely any ventilation ; 

that the other rooms, though for the most part cl 

afford very insufficient accommodation for the nui 

of prisoners. There were many prisoners in the 

almost in a state of nudity. The supervisor, (as 

principal officer of these institutions is called in Jams 

• See Appendix F., Sec. ii. 
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he was out of clothing, and expecting a sup- 
ply; but we attach little value to such explanations 
elicited by our inquiries or observations. One man 
had marks of blood on his shirt; and on inquiry we found 
he had been seriously injured by a blow from the dri- 
> ver, when on the treadmill. The supervisor inquired 
in a very harsh manner^ why he had not mentioned it 
tohim^when he asked the prisoners if they had any 
complaints. We spoke also to another negro, who 
was sick from the eifects of a severe flogging ; his 
back was a white mass of suppuration. Another piti- 
able object was lying about, whose body and limbs 
were swoln and ulcerated. He seemed a mass of dis- 
ease, and was apparently of weak intellect. He was a 
watchman on Chester Vale estate, and had been sent 
there for suffering the cattle to trespass. So far from 
possessing activity enough to be a watchman, we do 
not think he could have walked across the yard. Even 
the supervisor said he ought not to have been sent. 
We next went to see the treadmill. There were 
two gangs of men and women, who, we were told, 
worked alternate spells of fifteen minutes each ; an 
ahnost incredible amount of punishment. The men 
were put upon it during our stay ; they were in the same 
state of exposure as before noticed. The women were 
standing near them waiting their turn. No regard was 
paid to decency in providing the latter with a suitable 
dress to work on the mill. We saw also in the work- 
house, a young man of color named M*c Vicar, whose 
case has recently excited pi^blic attention. He is free, 
and in respectable circumstances, and was sent to the 
workhouse for twenty days, for an offence of a merely 
colorable character. The supervisor put him on the 
treadmill, which formed no part of his sentence ; and 

Q 
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which brought on a severe attack of hemorrhage,! 
appeared determined to seek redress by a. suit an 
On looking over ihe visiting' magistrates' joura 
observed, that no complaints were made by the [ 
era, a circumstance which it is evident does not-^ 
from the non-existence of abuses. There ^ 
complaints of the supervisor, against the prixonei 
the written direction of the magistrate In each c 
" give him a few spells on the treadmill." Asj 
tent of punishment is specified, the jailor on sui 
thority may punish the prisoners ad Ubitum^M 
wereshe wn the corn meal and shads with whi 
prisoners are fed, which were of good quality, 
receive one quart of the former, and one fish perfl 
We afterwards heard a complaint that they weiefl 
with little preparation by cooking. 

After leaving the workhouse, we proceeded i 
court-house adjacent, and attended a meeting t ^^ 
vestry, convened to address Sir Lionel Smith, on w 
assumption of the Government. At the close of the 
meeting, the Custos of the parish* detained the ma^- 
trates present, and in a very passionate speech, laii 
before them some charges brought against him by 
Lord Sligo, who in a dispatch to Lord Glunelg, had 
stated some of the gross abuses in the Halfway Tree 
workhouse, and had implicated the Custoa as cognizant 
of their existence. f Accusations of calumny and false- 
hood were unsparingly heaped on Lord Sligo. Thfe 

■" A parisli ID Jumnica, in proporiion to the sizo of the island. It. 
eiiuivulent to a county in Eu^'land. The Custodes of the seTO*! 
parishes have corresponding duties ivith the Lord Lien tenantB, 
Chairmen of Quarler Sessions in tbo Mother Country. 
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Other magistrated expressed their indignation at Lord 

SuGo's conduct, and their warm sympathy with the 

Costos, who, in reply, promised to send a triumphant 

lefiitatiGii of the diarges, which he observed affected 

all the magistrates of the parish as well as himself. 

After these proceedings were concluded, we attended 
the Court of the Special Magistrate. Several negros 
were valued ; one family of five persons for two hundred 
and ten pounds,* a weakly woman for fifty pounds, 
and a tradesmanf on a plantation, for one hundred and 
twenty-two pounds ten shillings. The owner of this 
Iwt was a local magistrate, who had been previously 
sitting at the table assisting in the other valuations. 
De enumerated all the good qualities of the man, his 
uncommon cleverness in his trade, his industrv and 
honesty ; adding that he was not buying his own free- 
dom, but that some other planter, who wished to secure 
his services was going to advance the money for him. 
Tlie present mode of valuations is a premium on 
worthlessness ; and the honesty and faithfulness of a 
negro, are his greatest misfortunes, inasmuch as they 
frnpiently enhance his value beyond his means of pur- 
diase. After the valuations, several cases of complaint 
were disposed of by the magistrate, of which the most 
mteresting, was one against two negros for refusing 
to work. They claimed to be free, and a man of color, 
an attorney's clerk, attended as their advocate. They 
had been slaves to a Spaniard in Carthagena, and had 
been brought from thence many years ago, to Jamaica 

* Amounts hereafter wiU always be stated in Jamaica currency 
of which ^ye pounds or shillings are equal to three sterling. 

t The carpenters, coopers, smiths, &c. on estates, are called 
tradesmen. 
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by their master. Tbey remaiued with hira ti 
death, though they had never been registered as 
according to law, either in 1817 or aubset^uently. 
Special Magistrate, who ought either to have di 
the men free, or to have at once declined 
jurisdiction in the case, sent for two local xat 
to advise him as to the proper course of pi 
They declared without hesitation, that it had beati 
cided both in the Colony, and in England, that dos^ 
registration did not confer freedom ; and that there 
could he DO doubt the men were apprentices. They 
concluded howeier, that the case ought to be referred 
to a superior tribunal. One of them turned to the ad- 
viser of the two negros, and rebuked him sharply for 
his interference, accusing him ofdisturbing their minds 
and making them uncomfortable, as they were " per- 
fectly happy where they were, and must work some- 
where;" it was, he said, "not doing as he would be 
done by, to interfere between a gentleman and his ap- 
prentices." The individual who was thus addressed, 
seemed quite abashed, he looked confused and guilty ; 
such is the force of avicious public opinion. He stam- 
mered out in excuse, that he should he sorry to inter- 
fere between master and apprentice, hut that these ne- 
gros "never had been even slaves in the eye of the law." 
There are a considerable number of n on -registered 
slaves in this colony, who to this day, contrary to the 
l)lain letter of the Abolition law, have been detained 
bondage.* 

2nd. Month, \st., (Fehruary.) — We went this 
morning by invitation, to breakfast with Joseph Gor- 
ooN, one of the large planting attornies, and a member 

■ See Appendix F. Sec. iii. 



JTAMAICA 173 



W f^ Assembly. He afterwards shewed us the works 
W and hospital on his estate. The latter is a large, con- 
I venient building, and in a favorable situation ; there 
[ were only three patients in it. We saw also a few of 
the negro houses, which were comfortable, consisting of 
two and sometimes three apartments. The best of 
Aem belonged to the hospital nurse and midwife, a 
ffciy intelligent old woman, with whom we conversed 
fbr a short time. She told us that the number of deaths 
€f infiints was not greater than before 1834. There 
sreaboat one hundred and forty negros on this estate, 
nd twenty-six free children. The overseer observed 
thst a greater insult could not be offered to a mother, 
than by asking her free child to work. He related an 
instance where he had made such a proposition, with- 
out sncoess ; it was evident even from his own account, 
tint he had acted in a harsh manner, and did not offer 
money wages as an inducement. We passed twice to- 
day through the Hope estate belonging to the Duke 
of Buckingham, where we saw three white immigrants 
pbughing in the same field, in which a gang of negros 
were at work with the hoe. About fifty Europeans 
have been brought out to this estate, under an agree- 
ment which entails an enormous annual expense on its 
proprietor. No preparation was in the first instance 
made for their reception, and the hardships they en- 
dured, and their own intemperate habits, carried many 
of them off. Those who remain, are more comfortably 
circumstanced, and a few of them work steadily, but 
in this climate one negro is worth two or three Euro- 
peans. 

2nd. — ^We attended a Court held by two Special 
Magistrates, Bourne and Hamilton, on a large coffee 
plantation in St. Andrews, called Dublin Castle, the 
Q 3 
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property of Alderman Atkins. Many of the coi 
brought by the overseer against the people^ 
adjudged frivolous, and were diismiaBed. 
agaiDst four women in a late state of pregnat 
the loss of a few minutes in coming late to woi 
for insolence. The overseer's own witnesses 
that he had behaved towards them with great hs 
and ill-temper j and also, that the worn* 
much coffee as used to be exacted from them 
slavery. The attorney for the estate, who was 
did not agree with the magistrates in their 
government : he said in reference to the case of a ] 
who had been punished by a fine of time, that 
could not be managed without being 
flogged. He made heavy complaints against the 
for idleness and general insubordination; and 
did not even cultivate their own grounds. A 
altercation occurred between him and one of the 
trates (Bolr>b) ; the former declaring, that 
negros were a quiet, orderly, set of people, before 
latter came into the district; to which the magtst 
replied, by stating, that forty-nine cases were broi 
before him and Doctor Palmek, on the very first o( 
sion of his holding a court on the property. Bef 
leaving the estate, we were permitted to inspect 
hospital, which is a sufficiently good building, but 
in a most filthy condition. 

3rd. — We accompanied the same magistrates 
Craig- hill, a small coffee plantation, with fewer 
forty apprentices ; and one, thcrefare, which they 
not required by law to visit. It is on the boundary of 
their respective districts, and so many complaints had 
been made by the apprentices, to each of the magis- 
trates, that they concluded to visit it, and hold a joint 
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court. Nearly the whole of the ne^ros on the ])ro- 
perty attended the court, bein^ conceriiod ritlior as 
defendants^ complainants, or witnesses). The tir^t casi* 
was a charge made by the overseer again^it an appri*n- 
tice, for stealing provisions. The oiTonce was provrd 
and punished. Next an old woman coniphiinod attains t 
one of her sons, that he had sold his provision i^round 
in which she asserted a joint property. She was an 
African, and spoke very unintelligibly^ but was elo- 
quent in gesture and animation. She had had eii^lit 
children^ of whom^ she said, " the best had gone be- 
fore;" and those who were left, neglected, and ill- 
treated her. Her son's offence was not, however, 
cognizable by the court. He in his turn complained 
that he had been compelled to sell his ground to 
another apprentice, in order to buy medicines and 
applications for an ulcerated foot. It appeared in 
evidence, that there was no hospital and no medical 
attendant for the estate. Another case of similar neg- 
lect was brought forward and fully substantiated iigainst 
the estate, which was fined five pounds. The next 
case was the complaint of an apprentice against the 
OFcrseer for locking her up for eighteen hours, without 
food or water, and sending his children, (two little 
colored boys, of the ages of twelve and five years,) to 
call her obscene names. Her statement w^as distinct 
and circumstantial, and was confirmed by the constable 
or head negro, by her husband and several other wit- 
nesses. The overseer acknowledged all the charges, 
and rested his defence on provocation and abusive lan- 
guage received first from the complainant. He failed, 
however, in the proof of his assertions, and was fined 
five pounds. He remonstrated against the highest 
penalty of the law being enforced against him ; and 
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said, that the whole gang were idle, worthless, and 
vagabond ; that they were bought out of the worlc- 
house, (as convict slaves,) for " an old song." He 
charged the witnesses with misrepresenting fectSj 
and forgetting what would liave made in his favor. 
The people warmly denied his imputation, and their 
conduct appeared to us to be marked by intelligence, 
consistency, and regard for truth. The above cases 
occupied so much time, that many other complainb 
of assault and ill- treatment, of a similar character, 
were deferred to another occasion. The negros on 
this property were, many of them, almost in a state of 
nudity. One boy, whom we asked, said he had been 
sent to the treadmill at Half-way Tree, for seven days, 
about three weeks ago ; and that his clothes had been 
flogged to pieces there. His chest was sore from nilt- 
bing against the mill, and he is still scarcely able to 
walk from the effects of an injury in the knee, inflietsd 
by the revolving wheel, when he lost the step. He 
declared that both men and women were flogged on 
the treadmill ; the former with a cat, hut the women 
with a strap. We fear, that the proceedings detailed 
above, are an example of the condition of the apprentices 
on many of the smaller properties. It is impossible 
for us to express the feelings of disgust which these 
scenes conveyed to our minds. During a short visit, 
which we paid in the evening to S. Bourne, a man 
came from Constitution -hill, another coffee estate, to 
complain, that his master had shot one of his fowls, 
which had a brood of chickens. He brought some of 
them dead in his basket. This is a species of perse- 
cution, against which the apprentice has no protection. 
4th, — Yesterday and to-day, we have had striking 
proofs, from our own observation, of the industry of 
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Le negros, when working under a proper stimulus. 
B "vre went to our lodgings^ which are nine miles from 
vwiij late in the evening, we met several parties of 
Biro or three men, women, and even children, comini( 
[own from the mountains with heavy loads of produce 
yn their heads, from their own grounds for the Kingston 
luirket. Some of them had mules loaded, besides the 
bmrdens they carried themselves. We could hear other 
ffistant parties in the mountain passes and defiles, sing- 
ing cheerful songs to beguile the tediousness of the 
way. Many come a distance of twenty, or even thirty 
imles, and pass the night in the open air on the road. 
English carrots, cabbi^es, and artichokes, besides 
yams, and other roots and fruits of the country, were 
among their supplies. 

5th. — Thk Sabbath. — ^We were kept close prison- 
ers during the early part of the day by the rain. 
About one o'clock we were able to walk out, and paid 
a idsit to the negro village on the Botanic Garden. 
Hie negros generally observe the Sabbath verj- strictly, 
80 fEur as abstinence from work is concerned. In one 
house, however, we found them employed in shelling a 
quantity of palma christi seeds, preparator}- to bruising 
and boiling them, in order to obtain the castor oil. 
Near one of the cottages was a little wooden frame, 
in which were set two small rollers, for pressing canes ; 
of which a few were cultivated by the negros for their 
own consumption. There is little division of labor in 
a slave country ; which is one means by which slaves, 
in every department, are so much excelled by free 
laborers. The negros construct their own houses, 
make their own clothes, cultivate their provisions with 
their own hands ; they use oil of their own pressing 
for their lamps, and wicks prepared from cotton growing 
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at their own doors. We enquired of two apprentice* 
in one of the huta if they were married. They were 
not, though they had lived three years together, and 
appeared sensible that they ought to be. This larg? 
and extensive parish, though it is one of the hingeil 
settled in the island, is nearly destitute of oppor- 
tunities of religious improvement. S. BorRNB, irfio 
resides near the Botanic Garden, has a Sund^ 
school at his house, which we visited ; it was attended 
by ten men, who were learning to read and write, and 
several boys in an alphabet class. One of the former 
was the head man on a neighbouring large estate. He 
was asked why so few children now attended the Sab- 
bath school from Ihat property, and replied, that tlie 
attorney disturbed and unsettled the people, or to use 
his own phrase, " made their minds chatter." He said, 
that many of the orange and mangoe trees growing ot 
the property, had been cut down, in order to deprive 
the apprentices of the fruit. One of the boys present 
was the son of an overseer, who had gone to reside on 
another estate, and left him without any provision, and 
in bondage. The child was purchased and made freei 
and is now supported by his maternal uncle, who WM 
present in the other class, and who is still himself n 
apprentice. Many of these calumniated people, shew 
themselves superior in moral worth to their haughty 
task- masters. 

6th. — We accompanied S. Bourne to visit several 
estates. Our route was entirely by mountain paths 
and it would be impossible to do justice to the pic- 
turesque grandeur of the scenery. The hills abound 
with torrents and springs, and the vegetation, there- 
fore, is very luxuriant. Sometimes we caught 
tant glimpse of the sea. We crossed on our journey a 
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bfty ridge, running directly across an immense valley. 
' He pass was so narrow as not to admit of two riding 
ibreast. We breakfasted at the house of an old gen- 
tleman of the name of Wilbs, who was the botanist 
on Captain Bjligh's expedition, and came with him to 
Jamaica^ forty-four years ago. He was induced to re- 
main by the Assembly, and to undertake the superin- 
tendence of the Botanic Garden, formed for the recep- 
ticm of the plants which they had brought. For many 
yean past he has. been a coffee planter, and though 
DOW upwards of seventy years old, is in full possession 
dI the powers of an intelligent and well-stored mind. 
He told us, that the bread fruit tree, has not succeeded 
10 well as had been anticipated. It thrives in moist 
ntaation8, but never reaches the luxuriant growth of 
its native climate. The most valuable tree, he said, 
which has been introduced into Jamaica, in recent 
times, is the mangoe ; a few plants of which were taken 
out of a French prize, captured about half a century 
ago^ by Lord Rodney. It has spread with great 
lapidity, and is now found in every part of the 
idand; the fruit, which it produces in very great 
abandance, is dessert for the whites and food for 
the negros, as well as for cattle, horses, and hogs. 
Our host had no complaints against his apprentices. 
We next visited a small estate, on which there were 
about fifty apprentices, under the care of an over- 
seer, who was himself a negro, and had formerly been 
a slave. He also governed the people with little aid 
from the magistrate. They had however their troubles, 
the estate being ptirtly under the superintendence of a 
white- overseer, on a neighbouring plantation. One of 
the apprentices with an infant in arms, complained to 
the magistrate of a brutal assault committed on herself 
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and child, by this man. The particulars are too 
for publication. Her child was evidently much inja 
by it. He was fined five pounds. In the hospital^ 
was a negro, who had been sent about a month ago 
the treadmill, from the effects of which he is not 
suflSciently recovered to be able to work. The o 
seer told us, that he held him up as a warning to 
other people, of what they might expect, if they 
sent to the workhouse for punishment. The negros 
this property, were a fine interesting set of peo| 
they complained of their own accord, of one of 
number, for not cultivating her grounds. She 
admonished and threatened. They had on a foi 
occasion, expressed a desire to have their chili 
instructed, and were now asked by the magistrate 
they were still in the same mind ; they answei 
unanimously in the affirmative; adding, that tl 
wished also to learn themselves. He accordingly 
out to them some expectation, that he would endeavod 
to establish a school either on the estate, or in the neigl- ^ 
bourhood. From hence, calling at another estate inoijP * 
way, we proceeded to the residence of Hinton East, wha ' 
had kindly engaged us to dine with him. His house k ' 
situated on the summit of a hill, with a climate rang- 
ing from 64o to 78o of Farhenheit. It is tempered by 
constant sea and land breezes. Captain East and hii 
lady are surrounded by a young and interesting family. 
Their experience during the few years they have resi- 
ded here, is in favor of the salubrity of the climate of 
the mountains. 

7th. — We came to Spanish town this morning. 
The road from Kingston to the capital, crosses an im- ] 
mense fresh water swamp, into which one or two con- 
siderable streams empty their waters, and which 
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otends for several miles to the sea. It abounds with 
lare specimens of aquatic plants, insects^ and birds, 
ind with eels, fresh- water turtle, &c. The road througli 
it, which has been constructed at great expense, is 
liable to be frequently overflowed. The exhalations 
from the marsh are painfully obvious to the senses of 
the traveller, who is unavoidably compelled to cross it 
after sunset, or before sunrise. In any other than a 
•lave country, it would long ago have been drained, 
and would now be teeming with exhaustless supplies 
of agricultural wealth. The capital is situated on the 
Rio Cobre^ about seven miles from the sea, in a nar- 
row plain, which extends in a curved direction, as far 
as Kingston on one side, and on the other a consider- 
dile distance into the interior of the island. This land 
18 occupied by a few sugar estates, and pens or farms 
for raising cattle ; but the greater part has been aban- 
doned, and is now overgrown with brushwood, and the 
logwood, and acacia trees. As its climate is uncertain, 
and subject to fi*equent and severe droughts, the ap- 
prentices do not cultivate provision grounds ; neither 
have they any allowances of food from their owners ; 
they support themselves by cutting grass and fire- 
wood for the supply of the inhabitants of Spanish 
Town. They are sometimes reduced to extreme dis- 
tress, when their time has been forfeited by sentence 
of the magistrate ; and as they can neither collect their 
bandies of sticks and grass from the property of their 
masters, without permission, nor take them to market 
for sale, without a written pass, they are as completely 
under irresponsible control, as ever they were during 
alavery. 

In the course of the morning, we visited the metro- 
politan girls' school, under the care of J. M. Phillippo, 
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which is Euppurted chiefly at the expense of a societjr 
of Ladies in Eugland. There were ninety children 
present, many of whom were the colored offspring of 
overaeers. There were at one time in this school, four 
or five children of a late Govern<)r, the Duke of Man- 
CHEiJTKH ; and one of its present teachers is the daugh- 
ter of the Duke'a celebrated secretary Bf llock. Her 
freedom was purchased some years ago, by the English 
patronesses of the school. The dreadful state of eocial 
disorganization in Jamaica, is legibly written even 
on the surface of society. Its " bad eminence," ia 
doubtless to be attributed, in part, to tlie corrupting 
influence of the long administration of the above-tneii' 
tioned Governor. The matron of the school shewed us 
some nice specimens of plain and ornamental needle- 
work. We also heard several classes read, and ex- 
amined them in spelling and arithmetic. The chililren 
were neatly dressed and very clean. Many of them sre 
apprentices; of whom fourteen colored girls are sent 
by their attorney from a single estate in the neighbour- 
hood. They are intended to become teachers of estates'* 
schools. There are five young women employed U 
teachers, two of whom conduct the school, and the 
others are qualifying themselves to iiU the same sLatioo 
elsewhere. Several of them manifest great energy and 
ability, and their system of management is wdl 
adapted to ensure order and constant attention. At 
the word of command, the girls perform various me- 
chanical exercises with their hands ; and rise, turn, 
and resume their seats, or forni classes, with instan- 
taneous promptitude. J. M. Phillipo told us, that on 
the first establishment of the school, he had thought U 
impossible to conduct it without an European teacher ; 
but that some of the colored teachers have proved 
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tiwmaelTea aa luefnl and efficient, as an European 
could be expected to be. The principal teacher, a 
odored young woman, was purchased and made free 
bf an old negro, her grandfather, who is Htili him- 
idf an apprentice. She did not know a letter at four- 
teen years of age. Besides the large number of children 
who receive in this school a scriptural eduaition, we 
cnmot but regard it as a valuable institution for quali- 
fying teachers. It is worthy of even a more liberal 
rapport than it already receives ; as the young persons 
who are at present training to conduct scbools, are 
allowed only a dollar a week for their maintenance, 
lAich is less than they could earn by needlework and 
other employments. We had not time to visit the 
metropolitan boys^ school, held in an adjoining room. 
It is on the same footing as the girls', except that it 
b dependent on casual funds, and thus entails a heavy 
bordeu and responsibility on the missionary, and is 
more limited in its usefulness as a normal school. 

We attended in the course of the day a sitting of 
the House of Assembly, which has been summoned at 
this unusual period of the year, for a short session, 
to dispose of a great arrear of business, occasioned by 
the recent introduction of many new laws. It was 
occupied to day with a bill to regulate the medical 
faculty and raster diplomas, which was warmly op- 
posed by two of the members, who belonged to that 
profession. 

We were introduced to Ausxandre Bravo, one 
of tile most extensive resident proprietors in the island, 
and a Gustos and member of Assembly. He is es- 
teemed liberal and humane ; and in conversation with 
«i, expressed the most enlightened views of political 
ccmwrniy. He ridiculed the idea of independent culti- 
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ration^ and the fears that are commonly expressed, thit 
the people will refuse, when free, to labor ^^ contm- 
uously" for wages. He finds no difficulty in purchas- 
ing all the labor that his own people have to sell^ 
besides the spare time of many from adjoining estates. 
He considers slave labor, of all others^ the most un-eco* 
nomical and expensive ; and is persuaded that twentjr 
free men are equal to one hundred slaves. Under B 
slave system too, agricultural operations must be car- 
ried on with immense masses of men, which he belieroi 
would not be required, even in West India cultivatioB^ 
were it placed on a proper footing. 

8th. — We visited to-day several estates, called tlie 
Caymanas, accompanied by G. O. Higgins, Special \ 
Magistrate, the Attorney-General, and Josbph 
Gordon. The first of them Ellis's, is the property of 
Lord Seaford, and under the attorneyship of the last- 
named gentleman. The number of negros is one hun- 
dred and thirty-five, besides the free children who 
receive the same attention, as during slavery. The 
manager, who has introduced taskwork to a consider- 
able extent, assured us, that the cultivation of the 
estate was kept up as eflFectively as at any former 
period. Complaints are rarely brought before the 
magistrate. We saw the hospital, in which were 
twelve slight cases : it was a good building but very 
dirty. We passed also through the negro village. 
As the people were at work, most of the houses were 
locked; such as we entered were comfortable, clean, 
and furnished. The village is situated in a grove of 
•cocoa nut trees, which belong to the negros, who are 
■dependent, in part, for their subsistence, on the sale 'of 
the fruit in Spanish Town and Kingston inarkets. . On 
this estate, as well as on several others which we have 
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viuted, an attempt has been made to establish a school , 
knt without success. The adjoining estate, Taylor's 

Csymanas, is a still finer property, and belongs to 

EwiNG, of Glasgow. The resident attorney is arbi- 
tury in his ideas of government, and finds ample em- 
ployment for the Special Magistrate. The third Cay- 
manas, Dawkins', is also a fine estate, under the attor- 
neyship of T. J. Bernard. Like Ellis's, it is niaii- 
iged almost without the interference of the Stipendiary. 
Taskwork also has been introduced on it, by an ar- 
nmgement with the apprentices. We enquired of the 
overseer, why he did not give the negros their taskwork 
by the week, so that they might save one or two whole 
days 7 He replied that in that case they would over 
work themselves. We were shewn a statement of 
wages paid for extra labor during crop, which amount- 
ed to one hundred and nine pounds for the season, or 
ten shillings a hogshead; which when distributed 
would be one shilling, for not less than two and a half 
days of severe extra labor per week, a remuneration so 
trifling as to prove, (if the arrangement is not compul- 
sory,) how easily the apprentices are satisfied. We 
drove from hence to the Farm, a pen or cattle estate, 
belonging to Lord Carrixgton, and under the attor- 
neyship of Joseph Gordon. The hospital is a large 
well ventilated building. Every hospital is furnished 
with that relic of former times, the stocks. The negro 
village of the Farm, is probably one of the best in the 
island. The houses arc scattered over a considerable 
extent of ground, in groups of two or three, in separate 
neat inclosures. It is embosomed in a grove of cocoa nut 
trees, on which the negros are in part dependent for 
the means of support. Many of the cottages consist 
of two or three good rooms, in which are a little furni- 
R 3 
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ture^ and in a few instances glasses and earthenware; 
They were remarkably clean, and the courts carefully 
swept. We were introduced to Whitehall Elli9, 
the head negro^ an intelligent man, who is still as ac- 
tive and as lively as a boy, though nearly seventy years 
of age. He has a numerous family of descendants, and 
is a man of considerable property, being possessed of* 
light tax cart, and a number of cattle and sheep. He 
owned before the 1st of August, nine slaves, twenty 
head of cattle, and seventy sheep, but like other pros» 
perous men he has experienced occasional reverses. 
His speculations in slaves did not turn out well; he 
gave us a most amusing account of one of them, who 
stole some of his cattle, and sold them for himself ia 
Kingston market, and then, pretending they were lost, 
almost killed his master, by leading him a wild goose 
chase in search of them, among the swamps and woods. 
As he, being himself a slave, could-^not hold slaves in 
his own right, he was likely also to lose the Compensa- 
tion, through the faithlessness of the friend in whose 
name they had been registered. Ellis invited us to 
his house, which is a large, comfortable, and furnished 
cottage, with jalousies in the casements. He produced 
a bottle of madeira, and wine glasses, and by so doing,^ 
according to West India notions, refuted the thousand 
and one statements of the Anti-slavery Society, of the 
physical sufferings of slaves. Among the negro houses, 
there is a small chapel, in which one of the apprentices 
occasionally preaches. The attorney asked the people 
whether they would send their children to school if he 
provided a teacher. They professed great anxiety ta 
avail themselves of his offer. As we were leaving, a 
woman came forward to petition for assistance towards 
lebuilding or repairing her cottage. She manifested 
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much distress. Old Ellis rebuked her sharply ; ^^ did 
she wish to bring massa's property into disgrace before 
the gentlemen ?" *' Where were her manners?" &c. 
The negros on this estate^ are a fine, muscular race of 
people^ and both their appearance and that of tiicir 
dwellings^ was one of comfort. It may be thought 
that they demonstrated the compatibility of slavery with 
happiness^ but it must be borne in mind, that their 
privileges depended on the double accident of their be- 
longing to a wealthy and humane proprietor, and being 
under the government of kind overseers. Many of the 
nqrros on Farm, are active, intelligent, and enterpris- 
ing; why should such men be prevented from having 
free scope to increase their own wealth and that of the 
community ? On the other hand, so far from complete 
emancipation being injurious to such estates as these, 
the people when free, will be too unwilling to leave 
their cottages and gardens, and fruit trees, the heir- 
looms handed down to them from their ancestors, to be 
likely to forsake the estates. Humane proprietors will 
have every advantage in procuring the labor of their 
free peasantry on the most advantageous terms. 

9th. — iThe Rector of Spanish Town kindly accom- 
I panied us to the schools under the care of the establish-. 
! ment. Of these, there are three under one master and 
[ mistress, held in the same building. Two, Beckford's 
i aud Smith's, are charitable foundations with conside- 
rahle funds, and the third is a school of industry, so 
named in consequence of an intention which has never 
heen carried into eflFect, of associating some manual 
occupation with learning. The two former consist of 
thirty children each, and the latter of sixty. The chil- 
dren were principally colored, and apparently not of 
the lowest grade of society. We examined all but the 
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alphabet class, which is a very numerous one. Tu 
proficieacy of the children is below the average except 
in writing, in which they excelled. 

We had the pleasure of making the acquaintance o( 
Charlbs H.\evky, of Spanish Town, one of the few 
members of the lefjal profession, who will undettalte 
the cauttes of oppressed negros. He has largely sacri* 
ficed his interests at the shrine of principle. 

We again attended a silting of the House of Assem- 
bly, and heard during the debate one of those violent 
attacks on Lord Sligo, in wbich certain members (rf 
this notorious House, are accustomed to indulge. The 
Marquis was described as the calamity of Jamaica, and 
threatened with impeachment. One of the members told 
us, that the animal militia bill was about to be intro- 
duced, which he intended to oppose, though in a House 
composed of Colonels and Generals, he feared with little 
chance of success. The militia, he observed, was for- 
merly necessary on account of the insecurity of slave 
property ; now it is not only useless, but burdensoine, 
and discourages persons from settling in the colonies. 
Throughout the islands, every free man of suitable a^, 
is compelled to serve in tliis mock militai-j' force, ex- 
cept that a property qualification has been recently in- 
troduced to exclude the emancipated classes. 

In the evening, we proceeded some distance into the 
interior. At the Rectory Tavern, in St. Thomas in 
the Vale, where we staid for the night, we unexpectedly 
met R. S. Cooper, S. M. to whom we had an intro- 
duction. He had just received a challenge to fight a 
duel from a planter in the district, because he had yes- 
terday refused to punish an apprentice, whom the for- 
mer accused of striking his child, a charge which was 
not sustained by the evidence. We subsequently learn- 
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.ed| that this case was afterwards taken before local 
magistrates, who sentenced the woman for a niontli, to 
.the House of Correction. It is therefore a double illus- 
tration of the degree of respect paid to the Special Ma- 
gistrates, and of the facility with which the law is 
eyaded. 

llth. — ^Early this morning we drove over to Jeri- 
cho, the residence of John Clarke, one of the Bap- 
tist Missionaries. He was absent from home, but we 
were kindly invited by his wife, to stay breakfast. Be- 
fore we left, several apprentices called to be examined 
by the minister as candidates for Baptism. From their 
answers to our inquiries, it appeared, that the authority 
.of the Stipendiary is employed to enforce a compulsory 
arrangement for extra labor during crop. Many of the 

n^os are compelled to work by spells of eight hours 
in the field one day, and sixteen hours in and about 
the boiling house the next day, giving up their half 
Friday, for which amount of extra labor they receive an 
amount equal to two shillings and one penny per week. 
Soon after the commencement of the apprenticeship, 
•four negros on the principal estate in this parish, were 
flogged because they refused to assent to this arrange- 
ment. Though they now submit to it quietly, the ap- 
prentices are not consenting parties ; it is only agreed 
upon between the overseer and the magistrate. Iliese 
people complained also, that the Special Magistrate, 
Captain Reynolds, would never hear what they had to 
aay in their own defence, when brought before him. 
We next visited Rodney Hall workhouse, in which we 
found but two or three prisoners, besides life convicts. 
•The penal gang was at work in the neighbourhood, and 
consisted chiefly of the latter, who were chained two 
and two. Most of them had been condemned under 
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the old slave Ifiwa, as incorrigible runaways. Fa 
ing curaorily over the workhouse, ihe only ofae 
of importance that we made, were that the 
state of the building rendered it necessary to fasi 
legs of the prisoners to an iron staple at night] 
inclined board, on which they slept. Two being i 
ed together, and the leg of one of them secured 
staple. The treadmill also is a machine of di 
construction. It is so great a height from the 
that the prisoners ascend a rude ladder to a 
platform, from which they step on the mill, 
then strapped to the beam above the mill, and thCi 
form is removed. If they are unable to keep the' 
they hang by the ivrists and are liable to susl 
most serious injuries from the mill revolving 
their breasts and legs. There was no machinery to 
regulate its speed, The supervisor acknowledged that 
it was BO severe a punishment, that it could not saf^j 
be inflicted more than two or three times a day. The 
prisoners are usually put upon it morning and evening:, 
for fifteen minutes each time. During our stay two 
Special Magistrates, Reynolds and Coopeu, arrived to 
hold a court for disposing of some valuations. We 
took the opportunity of inquiring respecting the rate 
paid for extra labor during crop. They both confirmed 
the statements we had heard in the morning, of the 
amount of time required from the apprentices. One rf 
them said it was a work of necessity, and in reply to 
our inquiry how the people were paid, said, the amount 
was very low, but that the negros appeared satisfied 
with it. The other contrasted the remuneration whick 
the apprentices received during crop, with the extrava- 
gant price at which their labor was rated when they 
came to purchase their freedom. The time was to Aw 
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sat in waiting for two local majrist rates, that we 
old only stay to witness one valuation, that uf a 
•gro man and field laborer. His ma>tt'r ar^i Ilu^t^t•^^y 
snons of color, were very angry m iih him for m i>h- 
ig to be valued, and even uaed in»ultijii: ki:ii:ii:ii:L* to 
be Special Magistrate ; but amidat all their v. r::Th did 
lOlCDrget to insist on the uian*& hone&ty and industry. 
fhe Special and Local Magistrates could not acrec : 
Ac latter rating him at two bhillings and sixptzKv piT 
%i and justifying their exorbitant vahiation on the 
iki, that a laborer could not be replacaL 

12th. — We went this morning to a church in King> 
te, the minister of which ie one of the must popular 
dogjrmen in the island. It was quite full, and we 
*ere pleased to observe, that there appeared to be no 
iiatiDction of complexion observed in tlie arrange- 
lient of the seats. 

13th. — ^We visited the Central Mico Schools. In 
lie infant school, there were about one hundred and 
ifty children, from two to seven years of aire : they 
rere nearly all black ; the only while child beini; the 
Km of a clergyman. They were in excellent order, 
ind many of them shewed great quickziess and in tell i- 
gence, especially in asking and answering questions on 
icripture narratives, recited to them by their teacher. 
In each of the other schools for older bo}'s and girls, 
there were from eighty to one hundred children. We 
examined most of the classes in the former, and found 
their proficiency such as did them great credit. Seve- 
ral of the monitors displayed great energy and talent, 
particularly a negro yo'ith of fifteen or sixteen years of 
age, whom J. M. Trew, the agent of the Mico Trus- 
ty is about to take wiili him to Trinidad, to assist in 
organising the schools there. I'he copy books n-ere as 
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usual j well written, and kept very clean. In the 
school, besides going cursorily over the classe 
were shewn some specimens of needlework, whic 
peared to be very nicely executed. The Mico a 
have already between three and four thousand ch: 
under their care, in different parts of the island 
the attendance at their schools is increasing, 
have adopted the weekly pay system with su 
They could not probably contribute more to the 
in which they are embarked, than by rendering 
central establishment a series of model schools a 
feet as possible, for the training of teachers. 

16th. — We attended to-day the Assize Cou 
Spanish Town, and heard part of the proceedir 
case of Maclean v. Bourne. This is one of 
actions pending against Special Magistrates, of 
the public has recently heard so much. Its pr< 
is a most unfavorable comment, not only on the 
ings of the planters, but on the character of the < 
of Law, and the injudicious conduct of the 
Government. 

We afterwards visited the workhouse anc 
accompanied by Major Wilkie, the Gustos < 
parish. In the workhouse, the apartments are 
and well ventilated. The treadmill appeared to 
the same construction as is usual in England, bul 
was no machinery to regulate its speed, which 
therefore be slow or rapid, according to the nun 
prisoners upon it. The food of the prisoners, 
same in quality as at Halfway Tree. There wen 
ral white prisoners, who the Gustos observed ai 
quite distinct from the rest. They have a s( 
sleeping room, and are never chained or sent oi 
the penal gang to work in the streets. The latt< 
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mn collars on their necks, and work chained in pairs, 
two men or two women. The premises forming the 
CDonty jail, which we next visited, are divided by a 
mil; one side being occupied by debtors, and the 
4iher by criminals. The accommodations for the debt- 
im are good, and a great contrast to the crowded, 
jDonfined, miserable apartments and cells allotted to the 
■rifloners. In the yard were many prisoners, tried and 
pBoftried, each with a heavy iron bolt attached to one of 
Vm legs, which in walking he was compelled to lift up, 
ky a string held in the hand. There was but one white 
prisoner, who had been tried for the murder of his 
■ife, a colored woman, and to the great surprise of 
fte court and the public, found guilty only of man- 
fknghter. He was sentenced to three years imprison- 
ittnt, the extreme punishment of the island law for 
ftat offence. He vras living in a light and spacious 
^^Btadrs room, imshackled by chains or iron collar, and 
enjoying the range of a gallery to walk in. Little pre- 
omtion was taken to ensure his security, but the few 
nioonvenienceB to which he was subjected, left him as 
little motive for attempting to escape. At the end of 
the gallery, in which this individual is domiciled, a 
permanent gallows has been erected since Lord Sligo's 
departure in front of the market-place. This is justly 
reprobated by many as a brutal and disgraceful exhi- 
Ution. It is intended to strike terror into the minds 
rf the lower orders, and is a singular exemplication 
of the prevailing notions respecting punishments and 
prison discipline. 

We attended for a short time the sitting of the 
House of Assembly. A bill was announced to regulate 
the classification of the apprentices. The plan, which 
is likely to be adopted, is that of associating two ma- 

8 
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giiitrates Dominated by the master with the Special 
Magistrate of the district, to adjudicate all doubtful 
casea. The rights of the apprentices, in that case, will 
be treated with as little ceremony as they are before i 
ximilar tribiinul in valuations. We were introduced in 
the course of the day to S. M. Barrett, a member irf 
council, who kindly invited us to visit his estates. 

17th. We accepted to day a polite invitation of 
Alexandra Bravo, to visit two of his estates, about 
ten miles from Spanish Town. Our route was through 
a district of level country, which was for the most pstt 
abandoned to trees and brushwood. It had formerly, 
we were told, been occupied by fine cattle estates, from 
whence the iiegros had been removed to cultivate BUgW 
in the more mountainous parishes, which have a moic 
fertile soil and moister climate. On the first estsle 
which we visited, our host is erecting one of the inoet 
handsome and substantial mansions in the island. It 
is beautifully situated on a gentle acclivity commanding 
a view of the sea, from which it is distant three or four 
miles. It is built by the labor of his own apprentices, 
with materials supplied from his different estates. Tiie 
work would do credit to English artificers. We could 
not but regard it is a monument of the confidence of a 
liberal and enlightened proprietor in the permanent 
prosperity of the country under a free system. On 
these estates, the most judicious means have been 
adopted, to habituate the people to work cheerfully for 
wages, and we are assured with complete success. 
The proprietor has introduced taskwork and remunera- 
tion, and has recently substituted money payments 
liberal scale, in lieu of all allowances of clothing, salt- 
fish, sugar, rum, &c. ; and in order to accustom hit 
people to spend money, as well as earn it, he has esta- 
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'VUshed a shop on one or more of hiti etitatvs. Many of 
his principal iiegrus receive salaries varjing froin five to 
sixteen pou Elds per annum,be8i<les libera) wages for their 
extra time, their liouse and grounds rent free, and the 
pftsturage of a few hogs, cattle, or horses. We were 
requested to make our own inquiries of the ni^ros, and 
accordingly entered into conversation with a number of 
litem. One complained of the discontinuance of their 
allowaDces of salt-fish, &c. since Christmas. He was 
reckoning up, in the moKt perspicuous way, the value 
of each, according to the quantity allowed, when hie 
maeter came in and listened very patiently to his 
diarges, and then replied, by shewing, that the money 
which lie gave them, was a full equivalent for those 
indulgences. A discussion of several other minor 
poiDts followed, which terminated in the same manner. 
The principal oiator, on the part of the negros, cer- 
■ttinl y CKbibited an ingenious display of special plead- 
f but it was really pleasant to see the independent 
ipirit of the negros, and the good feeling sub- 
between Ihem and their master ; which, so far 
observation extends, is a rare exception to the 
role. The liitter related to us several anecdotes 
disputes with his people, and said it was a 
to suppose that the negro was not a reasonable 
On our return to town we called at the Whim 
estate, on which there are two hundred and 
iqtpreiitices. Its average production is one 
and thirty hogsheads, but during the last two 
.it has reached two hundred hogsheads per annum, 
iniey, who is esteemed a good agriculturist, 
the large crops to favorable seasons, though 
owledged also, that the cultivation was kept up 
efficiently &s during slavery. He complained, how- 
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ever, thai Uie people neglected their own groundi 
refused to work for wages io their extra time, 
adheres to the eight-hour system, a circumstance whiefc 
is sufficieut to account for a large amount of disadec- 
tion. On our way home, we passed through Bushy 
Park estate, one of the largest and most populous ii 
the island. We have been favored by the overseer of 
Bushy Park with a table uf births and deaths on tfaiS 
estate, from which it appears, that the former, sines 
eighteen himdred and thirty-four, have been fortf- 
seven, and the latter eleven, from which it may be in- 
ferred, that the infants and pregnant women, and 
nureing mothers, have received the same indulgences, 
as during slavery, which we are sorry to sav, is not 
generally the case. 

I9th. — The Sabbath. — ^We attended this morning 
the various services at the station of the baptist niis- 
sion in Spanish Town. The first of these was a prayer 
meeting, held very early in the morning, attended by 
about six hundred persons. At nine o'clock we visited 

I the Sunday schools, in which were about one hundreil 
children, cliiefly in the alphabet class, who have no 
other means of instniction. At eleven the raoming 
service commenced. The meeting-house, which hoUi 
about fifteen hundred, was densely crowded, chiefly by 
apprentices from the surrounding estates, who wwB 
very attentive and decorous in their deportment. JU 
the conclusion, the minister married a young couple, 
who were apprentices on an estate some miles distant. 
The formula was that of the church of England abbre- 
viated, to which was added a suitable exhortation uti 
prayer. J. M. Phillippo has married about three 
hundred of the apprentices within the last twelve 
months. 
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UidB • We were introduced afterwards to a number of the 
^215»4mww and leaders of the churchy who were assembled 
loeAfi a room adjoining the chapel. Some of them were 
*W^i bat others were apprentices from the estates ^ 
JPioyof them, fiilly equal in intelligence and infornia- 
ifioB to Eo^sh peasantry, of some of the agricultural 
ticts. We enquired of them respecting the ap- 
iticeship. One of them stood up and said, tliat he 
a constable, and that he found it very diflicult to 
fcfc according to his oath, as he was expected to do all 
pr hig master, and nothing for the people ; whereas 
'^^ frequently obliged to remonstrate with his over- 
about the oppressions which he practised ; tliat 
f.-tte apprentices now receive none of their former allovv- 
anoes of salt-fish, and only half their former quantity 
\-4K dothing. It was very hard for them to subsist as 
***®^ grounds were often burned up by drought ; and 
*«t the overseer took their own time from them when- 
*y^ he wanted it, and it was often a hard thing to get 
■ "™ to repay it. On our asking whether the people 
would be willing to work after eighteen hundred and 
"OJ^yj he gaid, "nothing was sweeter than for a man 
to labor for his own bread ;'* a sentiment to which all 
pwfient responded. They told us that many had been 
^'K^ or sent to the treadmill, who had never been 
punished during slavery. Two of the individuals pre- 
f^ *iad been sent to the treadmill, and sustained severe 
"J*^ from its effects. The offences were merely 
nunalj ^qJ ^^ were assured their characters were 
"*out reproach. Another poor woman present, who 
'**e mother of eight children, and in declining 
y«ars and health, had been sent to the treadmill be- 
use she could not work in the first gang, after having 
^^ring the last years of slavery a life of compara- 
s 3 
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tive ease and indulgence. The overseer had also p 
down her house which was the best on the et 
All the apprentices complained that the magist 
did not give them a fair opportunity of speakii 
their own behalf. 

After this conference was concluded, we ha 
opportunity of witnessing the examination to ^ 
the candidates for baptism are subjected. A poo; 
woman was the first examined. She was closely c 
tioned by the minister, but more especially by 
deacons and leaders, respecting the time and cau 
her ^'coming to religion ;" her views in wishing 1 
baptized, and on the person and offices of Christ, 
appeared to be a simple-hearted woman, anxioi 
forsake sin, and to join herself to a praying pec 
but her answers did not evince that clear acquaint 
with the leading doctrines of Christianity, which 
deemed essential; she was, therefore, deferred, 
next probationer, a young man, was deemed sui 
to be received. Before the decision is made, the 
didate is requested to withdraw, and those pre 
who are acquainted with him, give their sentiment 
the correctness of his outward conduct ; what ch 
is to be observed in it, and whether he is in 
opinion a converted character. If it is conclude 
receive him, he is called in, and after being exh< 
by the minister, not to put his trust in the out 
ordinance, is informed, that the church has unanimc 
concluded to admit him as a member ; and on the 
convenient occasion, he is baptized. We again 
tended chapel in the evening. It was as full as in 
morning, with the exception of the space occupie 
the Sunday school children ; the congregation, 1 
ever, was a diflFerent one, being principally comp 
of persons from the town. 
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20th. — On several occasions, we have seen the penal 
giDg of men and women, in chains and collars in the 
itreets of Spanish Town, and to day observed two 
pregnant women chained together in the gang. Wc 
•et out this afternoon on a tour of the western part of 
the island, and arrived late in the evening at Jericho, 
in St. Thomas-in-the-Vale, where we were hospitably 
zeoeived by John Clarke, the baptist missionary of 
thifl station. 

21flt. — ^We had to day the opportunity of meeting 
several apprentices from estates in various parts of 
the parish, of which we gladly availed ourselves, being 
particolarly desirous of obtaining the free and unbiiissed 
testimony of the negros themselves, respecting the 
' diange which had taken place in their condition, since 
tiie introduction of the apprenticeship. We were care- 
lid to impress upon their minds, (on this as well as 
on all similar subsequent occasions,) that it was not 
probable they would derive the most distant benefit 
from our visit, and that our inquiries were made solely 
irith a view to ascertain the truth, for the information 
of ourselves and other of our friends in England. The 
statements of these apprentices, who were all of them 
members of the church, and evidently persons both of 
intelligence and moral worth, are referred to the ap- 
pendix.* Tlie substance of them was as follows : they 
complained that they were compelled by a compulsory 
arrangement between their overseers and the Special 
Magistrates, to give their lime during crop for scarcely 
any remuneration ; and that out of crop, they were on 
many estates obliged to work a greater number of 
hours than is required by law. They have been gene- 

• See Appendix F. Sec. iv. 
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rally deprived of tlie salt-fieh which they used to re- 
ceive, and have not nearly so large an allowance d 
clotliin^. Their field cooks, (the women who used t> 
hring them water in the field, and to cook the ditmm 
for the gang,} have been taken away. They do not 
receive the same attention when sick ; leas time ii 
allowed to pregnant women hefore and after ronfine- 
ment, who, on some estates, are not allowed to leave ^ 
field-work up to the time of their delivery. The only f 
advantages which they enumerated, were thattheywete 
no longer liable to he flogged and put in the utocks 
the caprice of their overseers and drivers. One of tbt 
men was a head- carpenter on a large estate, who had 
applied, about a year ago, to purchase his freedom, and 
was valued at three hundred and fifty-two pounds. 
This iniquitous proceeding excited attention both in 
the colony and at home ; but the injured party has ob- 
tained no redress. He succeeded in obtaining a new 
valuation, when he was rated at two hundred and thirty 
pounds; hut though he tendered half the money as an 
instalment, it was refused, and the valuation set aside. 
He has now almost given up the hope of freedom, and 
thinks it will not arrive in time to be of much benefit 
to him, as he is in weak health, and approaching sixty 
years of age. All these people bpuke very affectionately 
of Doctor Palmer, and said he was the beat magis- 
trate that ever came into the parish. Before his time 
they never obtained their half Fridays, according to the 
law, and since he was removed, they have again been 
deprived of them. He encouraged them to clear and 
cultivate new provision grounds, and now they have 
"plenty of victual in them," while before they were so 
unsettled and afraid, that they neglected their grounds. 
One of the apprentices suggested as an effectual 
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remedy for one of the greatest abuses to >vhich they arc 
apoaed, that a cannon should be placed at Rodney 
flail Workhouse with a soldier to fire it at the prf)per 
Jwars of shellblow. It would be heard on every estate 
in the vale. They said they should be perfectly satis- 
fied if the law were but fairly administered ; but that 
''tfae white people never de^dt fairly by them, though 
diey were always the first to cry out." Before we took 
kave of them^ one of them was requested by the mis- 
nonary to o£Fer up a prayer, which he did^ in appro- 
priate and affecting terms, for the general extension of 
. idigion, for a blessing on the church, on their minister 
and his family, and on the friends of the negros in 
England, and lastly, that their minister might have 
given to him *' a voice like a mighty shell, to make the 
word of life known/' 

There are connected with Jericho, four different 
stations, all supplied at intervals by one missionary. 
In these four churches, besides Creoles of Jamaica, 
and a few individuals born in Martinique and Georgia, 
U. S., there are native Africans of fourteen different 
tribes and nations. 

22nd. We left Jericho very early this morning for 

St. Ann's Bay. Our road for the first eight or ten 

miles, was over mount Diabolo, which we presume 

derives its name from the length and steepness of the 

ascent. On looking back into the vale we had left, it 

appeared filled with a dense white fog, which, without 

a knowledge of the locality, might have been taken for 

the sea. Our first stage was a tavern called the 

Moneague, near the summit of the hill. St. Ann's is 

one of the most beautiful parishes in the island. It has 

no sugar estates in the interior, but is chiefly occupied 

in the cultivation of pimento, or coffee, or by large 
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farms for the raising of horses, cattle, and inulti&« 
After leavtag the mountains, the country opens into as 
undulating champaign partly covered with forest, but 
principally with pastures of guinea grass growing io 
tufts of such gigantic size, as almost to hide the hontea 
and cattle feeding in the midst of them. Orange trees and 
other varieties of the citron tribe,loaded with their golden 
fruit, are thickly scattered over the landscape. The 
scenery is of a parklike character, the estates having no 
fences except the walls which bound them ; while the 
gentle elevations are crowned by clumps of trees, and 
the lowlands occupied with herds of cattle. 

We stayed several hours at the Moneague, and 
called upon a gentleman of the name of Brydon, to 
whom we had an introductory letter. He had just sold 
his estate in this neighbourhood, as he was anxious to 
return home. He is still, however, attorney for seve- 
ral estates in an adjoining parish, where he told us all 
the people behaved weU, but he allowed them their salt 
fish and other slave allowances. On one property they 
were at one time insubordinate, but he changed tlie 
overseer, and ordered that they should receive the salt 
fish, which had been discontinued, and their deport- 
ment has since been satisfactory. Near the Moneague, 
there is a parochial free school called Walton's, endow- 
ed with a house and estate, and two separate sums of 
twenty-five thousand and six thousand pounds, both on 
loan to the island treasury at eight per cent. The 
master is a clergyman, and M.A. and there is also a 
submaster. This wealthy charity educates and main- 
tains sixteen parish scholars, between the ages of seven 
and sixteen years. The head master has also the pri- 
vilege of taking private pupils. 

In some parts of our journey, the trees on either 
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wie ot the road were covered with parasites, the 
aiaodance and variety of which is a peculiar feature 
rf tropical vegetation. Some twine about the trunks 
o! trees, like cords of all thicknesses, from cable to 
Uiread; others hang in green festoons, and some- 
times they are so densely woven together as to 
ibnn a curtain, excluding the interior from view. 
We drove to St. Ann's Bay in the evening. The 
little town on the Bay is beautifully situated, but so 
Burrouuded by sea swamp as to be very unhealthy. 
The neighbouring heights afford a pleasant and safe re- 
treat for the more wealthy inhabitants. Near the coast 
are many fine sugar estates. 

23rd. In the course of the morning wc paid a visit 
to the workhouse and jail, which are contiguous pre- 
mises^ si.^parated only by a party-wall. We were 
shown over them, in the supervisor's absence, by his 
deputy. In the jail there were three prisoners in chains, 
and with their feet in shackles^ waiting their trial. 
We were told they had attempted to escape ; the wall 
^^ sufficiently high^ but it appeared the door was 
liable to be left open, so that they are compelled thus 
to soffer because the turnkey is careless. In the work- 
louse there were two prisoners in the solitary cells. 
One was a female apprentice^ sentenced to that punish- 
ment and to the treadmill twice a day, for deficiency of 
M;ork, She was evidently ill, and had been so, we were 
informed, from the time of her coming in, so that the 
second part of the sentence could not be carried into 
effect. In the women's sleeping room was a woman 
suffering from an injury sustained on the treadmill. 
She was in chains. A boy in the men's ward was ill 
from the same cause. The deputy told us that an old 
woman^ now at work with the penal gang, had this 
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morning sustaitied similar iujury from the mill. There 
are about seventy prisoners in the jail and workhouse, 
for whom the sleeping accommodation is very insuffi- 
cient. A large number of them are life convicts, prin- 
cipally "incorrigible runaways" from slavery. The 
treadmill at this workhouse is a cylinder about eight feet 
in diameter, with broad steps. The handrail above It 
has eight pair of straps fastened to it, with which the 
wrists of the prisoners are always secured. The board 
under the rail descends perpendicularly, and not ia & 
sloping direction, towards tiie mill, and does not, 
therefore, afford them the slightest protection when 
they lose the step and hang by the wrists. In that case 
the sharp steps of the mill, which project twelve or 
fifteen inches from the cylinder, must recolve against 
the bodies and legs of the prisoners with torturing 
effect. Such are the faults in the construction of the 
mill, and the results are such as may have been an- 
ticipated. Every step ia stained with blood both re* 
cent and old ; the former being that of the poor old 
woman whom the deputy mentioned to us. It had 
been shed so profusely, that even the sand on the floor 
was thickly sprinkled with it. We asked him whether 
the prisoners on the treadwheel were flogged. Here- 
plied that it was necessary " to touch them up"— 
women as well as men. The latter, he said, were stniot 
on the back, but the women on their feet. The whip, 
which we asked to see, ia a cat composed of nine 
lashes of knotted small cords. T'he driver of the 
penal gang, superintendent of the treadmill, and otha 
similar officers, in this, as well as in the other work- 
houses, are taken out of the gang of life convicts. It 
ia fearful to contemplate the abuses committed by these 
petty tyrants, who, being already sentenced to inipii- 
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lonmeDt for life, are thus almost irresponsible, and 
beyond the reach of the law. 

In a subsequent part of tbe day, while we were in 
the town, conversing mth several persons, tbe Special 
Ma^strate of tbe district passed by in bis gig. He 
was quite intoxicated, and was being driven by the 
bookkeeper of a neighbouring estate, to wbich they 
appeared to be going lo administer the Act for the 
abolition of slavery. This man's conduct and character 
are publicly and disgracefully notorious. 

We called to-day upon the Baptist and Wesleyan 
missionaries. Tbe former, T. F. Abbott, is engaged 
in building a new chapel to accommodate his large and 
increasing congregation. The latter also, — Williams, 
occupies a 6eld of extensive usefulness. He informed 
ua, that their churches have been increased by tbe 
addition of one thousand members in this parish alone, 
lince 1834. We called also upon G, W. Bridges, the 
rector of the parish, who, though almost overwhelmed 
with grief by a most heavy domestic affliction, the har- 
»wiog details of which, have for some weeks past filled 
the public mind, received us kindly, and expressed a 
lively interest in the object of our journey. 

24th. — We went this morning to see the treadmill 
It gix o'clock, at which time tbe prisoners sentenced 
to this punishment, are put upon it previously to their 
being sent to the penal gang. Two mixed gangs of 
men and women were put upon it during our stay; 
the latter had no suitable dress, and were, therefore, 
liable to be indecently exposed. The lever, by which 
the speed of the wheel is regulated, was held the whole 
;ime by the driver, wJio sometimes relaxed his hold for 
1 few seconds, which made it revolve with such ra- 
lidity, as to throw all the prisoners off. It is thus 
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evident that the punishment may be increased beyond 
endurance at his caprice. Nearly all the prisonew 
were dreadfully exhausted at the end of fifteen minutes. 
One of the prisoners told us he was sent because i 
cattle (a steer) died under his charge. We observed 
this morning, that not only was the floor sprinkled, 
and the steps stained, but the very drum of the mill 
was spotted with blood. If the prisoners cannot keep 
step, they are suffered to hang, battered by the whee^ 
till the time expires. The old woman mentioned to m 
yesterday, hung the whole time, as she could not keep 
step from the commencement. She was so much in- 
jured, that she could not be put on the mill this morn- 
ing ; but that did not prevent her being sent to woA 
in the penal gang in chains, and an iron collar. 

We called at Drax-hall, one of the large sugar 
estates in the neighbourhood. The quantity of sugar 
produced has not diminished since 1834. The overseer 
told us, that he adopted the eight-hour system, giving 
direction to his bookkeeeper, " to draw the people off, 
when they have worked their time, according to the 
time they turn out in the morning." He gives them 
their salt-fish as he did during slavery, except whai 
they behave ill. We were shewn the hospital, a 
wretched and filthy building, though, from its size, 
capable of being improved at a small expense. On 
going through the cane pieces, we met one of the ap- 
prentices, a constable or head man. We asked lum 
what he thought of the apprenticeship, as compared 
with slavery ; but, in the presence of Busha, (the over- 
seer,) we could obtain no answer. 

On our return, we rode to the place where the 
penal gang was at work, and saw the poor old woman 
who had suffered so much on the treadwheel yesterday. 
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jiie iras a small weakly creature. Her legs were 
moat severely bruised and lacerated. We sul)se([ueiitly 
learaed from some negros from the same estate, that 
[ llie late Special Magistrate had permitted her to ^^7 
dbwn (discontinue labor) on account of her age, and 
tliBt when he was removed, she was sent to mind 
dieep. One of them died, and she ran away two 
■Kxnths^ through fear of punishment. This was her 
flfience. Several other women also shewed us the 
severe injuries which they had sustained on the tread- 
mill. Two of them had infants in arms, of two or 
three months old, and had been sent, as the driver 
expressed it, ^^ for not being able to please their over- 
seer." One old man was a pitiable object, both his 
body and limbs being swelled by dropsy, to a great 
size. He had been apprehended as a runaway. The 
itrong men in the gang were employed in digging 
materials for the road out of a deep gully, which the 
women and weakly men brought up by a steep path in 
taskets on their heads ; and this poor negro being too 
weak to carry a basket, was chained to two others, 
with whom be was compelled to climb up and down 
the difficult ascent. In the evening we had the oppor- 
tanity of conversing with negros from seven different 
. estates in this neighbourhood. Several of them were 
very intelligent; all were members of a Christian 
church, and appeared respectable, well-disposed people. 
As a proof that they did not complain, as a matter 
of course, those from one property, Carlton Pen, ex- 
pressed themselves satisfied, and said, they had all the 
indulgences that were customary under the old sys- 
tem. Their statements are referred to the Appendix.* 

• See Appendix F, Sec. iv. 
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Their complaints, which were almost uniform, id' 
eluded compulsory and unrequited labour daring 
crop ; frauds of time out of crop ; being deprived of 
their old allonaticeii ; inattention to the sick; insuf- 
ficiency of time allowed to pregnant women and narsiDl 
mothers ; general ill-treatment by tlieir overseers ; aod, 
partiality, injustice, and drunkenness of the Speml 
Magistrate. Tbej' said, that all who were sent tn tbr 
treadmiU, returned sick and injured, some hating la 
Btay in the hospital afterwards for two, three, or eren 
four months. They were not only daily defrauded of 
their time, but were frequently mulcted of their Satur- 
days. The whole of the people on Windsor estate, 
had been fined three Saturdays, for not turning out 
early in the morning, which, they said, was a false 
accusation. They were to begin paying these to- 
morrow. The whole of the apprentices on CranbrooV 
and Blenheim estates, had been mulcted hve Saturdays, 
because a few canes had been stolen, and the thief could 
not be discovered. Watchmen are employed all night, 
but it is a compulsory service, for which they receive 
no remuneration. To such an extent are they thoa 
deprived of their Saturdays, that they are obliged W 
work on the Sabbath for a subsistence. This statement 
of these negros was confirmed by one of tbe mission- 
aries, T. F. Abbott, who mentioned to us in conver- 
sation yesterday, that the attendance at his chapel i» 
affected by it ; the people being compelled to go to 
their grounds on the Sabbath. The above-mentioned 
apprentices told us, that when they became free, they 
should be glad to remain on the estates, working for 
wages; but, that many of the overseers, told them 
what high rents they would have to pay for their cot- 
tages, and talked in such a way, that they thought they 
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would be turned oif, especially such as were getting old 
' ad weak. 

25th. — ^We came this morning to Brown's Town, 
a small town in the interior of the parish of Saint 
Abo's. Our route, for the first ten miles, hy through 
liaccession of cane-fields by the sea side ; the view of 
fle interior was bounded by beautiful green hills. On 
tmng the coast, thie cultivation of the cane is discon- 
timied^ and our road over the hills lay through groves 
If pimento trees. Contrary to our expectation, we 
ind the climate of the interior more tempered and 
■faibrious, than that of the coast. In the course of the 
Doming, we rode over to the Retreat Pen, belonging 
o S. M. Barrett, an estate of great extent and 
leauty, being several miles in length and depth, and 
nmprising both pasture and mountain woodland. — 
Et is managed by a black overseer, named Samtkls, 
irfao was born a slave on one of the estates of his pre- 
sent master. He is now free, and though he can 
ndther read nor write, the property under his charge 
is in the finest order, and the people in the best disci- 
pline. With perhaps the single exception of the ap- 
prentices on Hopeton and Lenox estates, the Retreat 
negros possess^ we believe, greater advantages than 
those on any property in the island. We walked with 
the overseer through the negro village. The houses are 
comfortable, and many of them of considerable size, 
and situated in the midst of neat gardens. They had 
shingled roofs, and cement or boarded floors. Most 
of the people were at their provision grounds, but 
Samuels introduced us to such as we found in the 
houses, as two friends of their master, who had come 
from England to see how they lived. They all appeared 
to be in prosperous condition. Most of the married 
T 3 



4 

210 JAMAICA. \ 

^ people had large families. The number of appreniieei^ 
we understood, to be two hundred and twenty-eigfal^ 
and of free children seventy-six. After leaving the;: 
village^ we met many of the people returning froia 
provision grounds with heavy baskets^ and sometiaM 
mule-loads of provisions, which were either for sale ttl[j 
the market, or for their own use during the eoai 
week. They appeared respectable, intelligent^ 
contented. We made many inquiries of them resped^^ 
ing the change in their condition since 1834, but fbmi^^ 
they had enjoyed the same privileges before, with 
exception of their alternate Fridays. We asked tfaeai 
also, what they thought of being free in 1840 ; the 
usually replied, "that they liked /ree well 5** but 
women seemed almost to dread the thoughts of changb ; 
Samuels observed, that very little alteration had 00^^ 
curred since 1834; the whip had been abolished 
since the proprietor first came to reside in the countcy;: 
He said the apprentices continue to receive their salt^ 
fish and other accustomed allowances, and that the* 
free children thrive ^^ because Mr. Barrett takes notice^ 
of them;'' i. e., gives them the same albwances of 
clothing, and causes the same attention to be paid tor 
them as during slavery. We saw about sixty or 
seventy hogs grazing in the open pasture, which wero 
the property of the apprentices. They have also eight 
or ten horses among them, and feathered stock in 
abundance. We enquired if they cultivated their 
grounds industriously, and were told by the oversea 
that they did, and were even obliged to be restruned | 
from taking in more new land» One man who had 1 
neglected his garden, had been punished by taking ] 
away two of his Saturdays, and sending him on two 
other days to work in his provision ground, under the 



JAMAICA. 21 1 

laperintendence of another apprentice. The culprit 
was so ashamed that he has behaved well ever since. 
Samubls assured us, that the apprentices worked well 
fcr the estate^ and turned out early in the morning. 
A large proportion of them are Weslcyans and Hap- 
tiats. Before the missionaries came among them, he 
observes, there used to be frequent broils ; now, all is 
order and peace. A few years ago, none of thcin were 
married; he himself first set the example, and now 
there are only two mothers of families on the property, 
who are unmarried. He says, he finds it much better 
to govern by kindness, than by punishment, and that 
fke people can be made ashamed of bad practices. 

We met in the course of the day, in Brown's Town, 
Captain Rawlinson, the Stipendiary Magistrate, of 
this districti He informed us, that the people on the 
iriiole, behaved well; and that the proprietors and 
managers^ with scarcely an exception, are well-dis- 
poaed; that the apprentices have their half Fridays, 
and that the pregnant women are allowed to discontinue 
work two months before confinement, and for several 
weeks after. There are only seven sugar estates in his 
ffistrict^ the rest being coffee or pimento properties. 
He acknowledged that the Saint Ann's workhouse, 
which we visited yesterday, is a very severe place. 
We r^ret to observe, that his account of the treatment 
of the apprentices, does not at all correspond with what 
we subsequently heard from their own lips, nor with the 
testimony of impartial witnesses. We called on the 
resident baptist missionary, John Clark, at whose 
house we saw two apprentices from Penshurst, the 
property of G. W. Senior. One of them was James 
Williams, a negro youth, about eighteen years of age, 
whose unpremeditated statements to us, correspond 



with the more detailed account which has since Wn 
made public In Eagland.* 

25th. — We breakfasted this morning at the miBBion 
house, with the teacher of the Mico school ; John 
Ci-ARK being absent at a baptism by the eea-side, ten 
miles distant. There is a large Sunday school at the 
mission houee, attended by from four to five hundred 
children and adults, which is superintended by the 
agent of the Mico trustees. The Mico school is the 
only day school, and it is attended by about sixty 
children, and the number is daily increasing. The 
teacher informed us, that those who can allbrd it, pay 
regularly a trifling weekly amount. He mentioned, 
that a short time ago, he was located on an estate, in 
the parish of Portland, where he was furnished with a 
house by the proprietor, on condition that the appren- 
tices and their children should be taught free of ex- 
pense. Those from neighbouring estates were required 
to pay fivepence per week. Such was the general de- 
sire to learn, that from several estates, whose population 
amounted to four hundred and seventy ; three hundred 
and sixty-eight adults, and children were under his 
instruction. Many of them made considerable pro- 
gress ; but, after a short time, the school was given 
up, because the proprietor complained, that the master 
sympathized too much with the negros, and said, if 
any disturbance took place, he should attribute it to 
that cause. Our informant observed, that the work of 
education may be successfully promoted by any quali- 
fied person undertaking it with sincere intentions ; 
but that in order to obtain the confidence of the people, 
it is necessary to avoid the intimacy of the overseers. 

* See Appendix F, See. v. 
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The minister returned about ten o'clock, anil an 
bour afterwards^ the morning worship commenced. 
Ihough this is comparatively a new station, there were, 
It leasts one thousand persons crowded into the chapel, 
tid many could not obtain admittance. They Ubtened 
attentively to an earnest and faithful discourse on rc- 
leneration^ a subject which was so treated as to wean 
dieir minds from a dependance on the outward form of 
iptism^ of which fifty-two of them had been that 

\ moming partakers. After the service, a marriage was 

cdebrated with most appropriate simplicity, the form 
employed being a judicious selection of passages from 
ihe Old and New Testament. In the early part of the 
■ftemoon^ the sacrament was administered; after which 

[ Ae people, many of whom came from estates at a con- 
liderable distance, generally dispersed to their homes. 
In the erening there was another service attended by 
about three hundred persons, chiefly from the town 
and its immediate vicinity. 

During the day and in the evening, we availed our- 
lelves of the opportunity of conversing with many of 
the members, who were apprentices on neighbouring 

' properties. Their statements are referred to the Ap- 
pendix.* It is impossible to do justice to them by 

\ any general summary ; we will, therefore, observe that 
they include aggravated forms of every abuse, which 

, we have yet heard complained of, and reiterated op- 
pressions and cruelties of masters, overseers, and the 
Special Magistrate. 

26th. — ^We left Brown's Town early this morning, 
and drove over to the Retreat Pen to breakfast. We 
afterwards saw the estate school, which is attended by 

• See Appendix F, Sec. iv. 



214 JAMAICA. 

all the ohler fret children, and a few of the apprentices. 
The eliissi;e read and spelt correctly, and a few of them 
wrote to dtctatiou. The school does great credit to 
the teacher, a young woman, ubout niueteen, the 
daughter of Samuels, the overseer. We were after- 
wards shewn over the hospital, which is a good and 
airy huilding. We met there the medical attendant, 
who is a colored man, and an irregular practitioner, 
considerable practice. He was formerly a slave on t 
property, but purchased himself because his wife « 
free and lived at a distance. 

Our next stage was Stewart's Town, another am 
interior town in Saint Ann's, on the borders of ' 
parish of Trelawney. We called on the Wesleyan i 
Baptist missionaries. At the house of the latter 
met J. ViNU, one of the six missionaries, sent out t 
years ago, by the London Missionary Society. Bl 
was stationed ou Acadia, the estate of W. A. Ha»ek<^ 
where his ministry had a very auspicious commt 
ment, hut was at length successfully obstructed by 
attorney, and his longer residence rendered imposaibll 
by the want of sympathy and positive discouragemoT^ 
he met with from the proprietor. His preeeot red 
deuce, where we subsequently visited him, is aboi 
four miles from Stewart's Town, on the summit of 
hill, where he has purchased a small spot of ground fc 
a mission station. The house, which consists of W 
apartments and a porch or hall, is in a ruinons condj 
tion. In many places the sky can be seen throu^ 
roof. Two additional rooms are being built, whic 
will make it barely tenantahle. The missionary, 
wife, and children, are surrounded by inconveniences, 
which nothing but a dedication to their work couls 
enable them to endure. Their temporary chapel is »| 
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large canvass tent^ which is crowdt'd on tlie Sal)bath 
by Negros from neighbouring and distant estates. 
When it ceased to be practicable for him to reniain on 
Arcadia^ J. Vine wished to obtain by purchase a small 
piece of ground separated from the rest of tlie estate 
I b]r a public road. He would then have been situated 
in the centre of a circle, comprising a population of 
five thousand persons, the outer circumference of which 
Would have been in every part, tliree or four miles, 
from any other mission station whatever. lie shewed 
08 a map of the locality, which he had traced, exhibit- 
iDg its extent and population. After a tantalizing 
correspondence, his request was refused, because in 
the opinion of the attorney of Arcadia, the vicinity of 
chapels and schools^ lessens the value of West India 
property. No similar situation could be obtained ; all 
the land within the circle described, being attached to 
large sugar estates^ and not to be purchased, because, 
in some instances, the estates were mortgaged, and, 
; in others, worldly minded and hostile proprietors re- 
|: fused to wave an objection, which had such weight 
with one who was a professor of religion, and a patron 
of the mission. J. Vine obtained his present very in- 
convenient station with considerable diAicultv and at 
sn exorbitant price. A neighbouring proprietor told 
the person who sold it, that he would have given a still 
liigher price, rather than a missionary should have had 
it. It is several miles from Arcadia.* 

On our way to Falmouth, we called for a short time 
■t Hyde Hall, an estate belonging to E. Sihrlkv, 
which has been mentioned with distinction in the first 
report of the apprenticeship committee of the House of 

• See Appendix F, Sec. vi. 
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Commons. On this and two smaller adjoining estalei 
of the same proprietor, about five thousand pounds per 
annum are paid in wages for the free labor of the ap* 
prentices in their own time. The overseer told us that 
they had nothing to fear from entire emancipation. 
He said he had often heard of troublesome n^ros, but 
though he had been on several estates, he had never 
met with any whom it was difiBcult to manage widi 
kind treatment. We were shewn over the buildii^ 
The hospital is one .of the best we have seen. Here 
were several patients ; some with an eruptive com- 
plaint, said to have been imported by the German immi- 
grants ; and a poor man, whose hand was changed 
into a mass of fungous ulceration, proceeding from the 
prick of a bamboo. Ulcers and sores are much moce 
obstinate in the negro, than in the European constita- 
tion. The works on Hyde Hall are extensive, and 
economy of labor is studied ; the plough is much used, 
and tram-roads arc beginning to be introduced at the 
works. There is a family of Sussex immigrants on the 
estate, consisting of a man, his wife, and four or five 
children, who landed three weeks ago, and seem hith- 
erto highly delighted with their new country. The 
overseer shewed us some specimens of the lace baik. 
The tree which produces it is rare, and grows only ai 
elevated situations in the interior. As every lover of 
specimens, of whatever kind, must be in this countiy} 
his own collector and curator, they are not easily ob- 
tained. 

28th. — Falmouth, where we arrived late last 
night, is a town of increasing size and importance. It 
is one of the most beautiful in the island ; but flo 
surrounded by mangrove swamps that, were it all em- 
bayed, it would probably be uninhabitable from ma- 
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aria. Being on a promontory^ it is kept tolerably 
lealthy by the constant sea and land breezes. We 
breakfasted with William Knibb, whom we found to 
fe as ardent as ever in his advocacy of the rights of 
he negros. We afterwards accompanied him to see 
tis new chapel^ which is nearly finished, and is large 
nough to accommodate two thousand persons. It is 
recced in place of the building destroyed by the plant- 
re after the rebellion. Some of the individuals who 
istinguished themselves as chapel destroyers^ are still 
a the magistracy, and one of them in this parish has 
1601 invested with the Special Commission. 

In the course of the morning we visited the jail and 
rorkhouse^ both which institutions are superior in 
leanliness and arrangement^ to any we have yet seen. 
lie supervisor is said to be a humane man. The 
readwheel is constructed as a machine for labor and 
0t for torture. None but the contumacious are 
Crapped on. No cat is used. There are in the work- 
0U8e no life convicts. The women, however, as well 
B the men, work in the penal gang, in chains and 
!on collars. There were in one of the rooms ten 
romen from Lansquinet estate, each with an infant 
bout a twelve months old in her arms. We saw two 
rders from the Special Justice connected with their 
ase. One was for a strong body of police to be sent 
Dthe estate, where ^^a barrack was prepared for them," 
quell, we presume, by their presence, a rebellion 
mong the nursing mothers.* The other order was a 

• * The terms rebellion and insubordination have a different mean- 
\g in Jamaica, from that which belongs to them in England. One 
^the Special Magistrates, in a recent report, speaks of symptoms of 
liellion appearing in his district, ''particularly amongst the women." 
few months since, a peaceable meeting of apprentices and others 

U 
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warrant to lodge ten apprentices, (no names i 
tioned,) in the workhouse for three days* The si 
visor acknowledged to us that their children had 
allowed no food during a part of the day and uight 
they had been there, because they were not menti 
in the commitment, and the prison store conti 
nothing suitable for them. Tlie statement of the wi 
was, that on Friday morning last, as it was verj 
and they were obliged to carry their children . iati 
field with them, they did not turn out before breal 
For this they were taken before the Special Magisi 
(Pryce,) on Monday, who sentenced them to pa 
Saturdays. They told them they could not, as 
mountain grounds were six miles distant, as they 
deprived of their half Friday's and of their sfdfc 
and received now no sugar or flour for the dbilc 
that without their Saturdays, they had no mea 
obtaining subsistence. For their contumacy, they 
sent to the workhouse for three days, and wil] 
have to work the six Saturdays. We observed ai 
the minutes of the visiting, magistrates, an (»rder 
some months ago, and signed by two magistrates, 
women pregpant, or with children at the breast, si 
not be punished by imprisonment in the solitary < 
which here, as elsewhere, are dark and ill ventil 
and in which prisoners are always fed on low 
also, that those who were confined in them, shov 
allowed a quarter of an hour per diem for aii 
exercise. This order was accompanied by a m 
randum signed by the medical attendant, st 
medical reasons for the necessity for such an ordei 



in Spanish Town, was dispersed by reading the riot act, and 
out the military. 
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few weekfi since^ this order was rescinded by u niiiiutt* 

lulled by the^Custos of the parish, William Prater, 

nho merely Temarks in general terms, that he has the 

amction of the present medical man; the former 

bavmgdied'in the interim. 

We next visited W. Knibb's school, which is under 
Ae care of T. E. Ward. It is a large and substantial 
'knlding, built upon a site which has been converted 
twithin little more than a twelvemonth, from sea swamp 
into dry land. There were one hundred children pre- 
sent, among whom we heard eight little negros read in 
*die Tefitament^ who did not know a letter when the 
«iSiool was opened, eight months ago. We also ex- 
amined a class in arithmetic and mental calculation. 
Vhey answeied difficult questions with great rapidit}'. 
We were presented with specimens of their writing, 
which exhibit the same rapid improvement in that art, 
fcr which almost all the negro and colored children are 
lemarkable. We afterwards accompanied W. Kmbb, 
"to Wilberforce^ one of his mountain stations, six miles 
<£stant^ where he has recently built a school and 
diapel. It is efficiently conducted, and is numerously 
Mended, as there is no other nearer than Falmouth in 
my direction. In going to this station, we passed 
ftrough Oxford estate, the property of Edward Bar- 
IFTT, an absentee. There are on it three hundred 
L negros, of whom nearly one-third are Baptists. We 
•saw and conversed with one of the head negros, who 
had been offered his freedom for his good conduct 
i -during the rebellion, but had transferred the boon to 
I his sou^ saying he could endure slavery better, as he 
I was more accustomed to it. This estate is managed 
on a liberal plan ; although few of the old allowances 
are continued. During crop the people are paid wages, 
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with good faith, at the rate of one shilling for eigkf 
hours extra labor. There have been no punishmenl^ 
on the estate for two years past^ and this old negro 
assured us^ that the people did more work than ev&, 
and that there was an annual increase in the crops; 

3rd month. — 1st (March.) — ^We paid a visit this 
morning, accompanied by — Kelly^ a liberal magii- 
trate, in the local commission, and by S.^ Prtce^ the 
stipendiary of the district, to Goodhope, the centre of 
nine contiguous estates, belonging to one proprietor ] 
and comprising a population of two thousand approi- 
tices. The population on Goodhope is about three 
hundred and fifty. The great house and other buiU* 
ings are on a very large scale. The hospital, which is 
almost large enough for a county penitentiary, was 
originally built for the joint purposes of a hospital | 
and place of punishment for the nine estates j but is u 
now appropriated as a hospital, school, and church. ^ 
There is a salaried medical man resident on the estate, '^^ 
and also a clergyman, who, besides the duties of the 
Sabbath, takes charge of the school which is thrown 
open gratuitously to the neighbourhood, and nume- 
rously attended by the free children of the apprentices. 
The boiling-house and mill on Goodhope were in full 
operation, making about twelve hogsheads of sugar 
per week, of excellent quality. The overseer assured 
us that the negros worked as hard as during slavery* ' 
The range of workhouses is extensive; nearly every 
description of iron work, carpenter's and cooper's 
work, and masonry being executed by the apprentice 
tradesmen of the estate, who are very numerous, and 
many of them first-rate workmen. 

On our return we made a short stay at the house of 
the Special Magistrate, who shewed us many of his 
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Rpertfi, and gave us other information respecting his 
diBtrict. It includes a populaticm of eight thousand 
apprentices and fifteen hundred free children ; among 
whom there is a considerable preponderance of females. 
The reports frequently alluded to the steady and good 
eosdact of the apprentices, and to the incapacity and 
obstinacy of the overseers. In one of them there was 
•a order quoted, as entered by the medical attendant 
of one of the estates, in the Plantation Journal, that 
^ the patients with sores should be kept in the stocks." 
Hus attempt to revive a brutal custom was fortunately 
defi^ited. The Special Magistrate mentioned that one 
at the lai^est proprietors in his district, a man too of 
libend conduct, when he went into the neighbouring 
parishes of Westmoreland and Hanover, always re- 
turned much dissatisfied, declaring that the people 
there were taking off the crop without wages. We 
afterwards learned during our stay in those parishes 
that this was too true, and that the apprentices are 
deprived of an enormous amount of time, without any 
compensation whatever. On our return to Falmouth, we 
had an opportunity in the evening of conversing with a 
number of apprentices from Oxford and Cambridge, two 
estates belonging to a liberal proprietor in England. 
They are very favorable instances compared with other 
estates. Their statements will be found in the appendix.*' 
The parish of Trelawney is one of the largest and 
wealthiest in the island. It is almost exclusively 
planted with canes. The estates occupying plains and 
undulating lands near the coast, and the negroos' provi- 
sion grounds being situated in the mountain woodlands 
of the interior, at distances varying from three to even 

• See Appendix F, Sec. iv. 
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twenty mileH from their homes. There are only three 
or four resideot proprietors, although on almo&t eveiy 
estate, there is a large and substantial " great house," 
furnished and kept in order, but only occupied by tbe 
planting attorneys on tbe occasion of their hasty and 
infrequent Visits. The number of these expensive man- 
sions would indicate that the parish once possessed* 
numerous resident proprietarj'. Although there a« 
fewer abuses in this parish, than in many others, yet 
W. Kmbb, who has the most extensive opportuni^ 
of knowing the treatment of the apprentices, said, that 
during tbe last eighteen months, he had never heard of 
an oppressed apprentice having obtained effectual re- 
dress by making complaint; but that he was acquiunted 
with numerous instances when their appeals to titt 
magistrate had resulted iu their being punished. 

2Dd. — We left Falmouth early this moruing fut 
Montego Bay, the chief town and port of the adjoining 
parish of St. James. We visited the workhouse and 
jail. The latter ia a large, airy building, with spacious 
and convenient court and apartments. The workhouse 
is on a hill above the town, in a healthy situation, bat 
the building is too smalt for its purposes, and in a stale 
of dilapidation. The treadwhecl was also a ricketty 
and miserable machine. Several of the solitary eellB 
were perfectly dark and very insufficiently ventilated. 
There are at the present time thirty prisoners in the 
workhouse, including one life convict. Women as 
well as men work in the penal gang in chains and iron 
collars, in this as in other parts of the island. We 
called in the course of the day on Thomas Burchell, 
the Baptist raissionarj, whose exertions and sufferings 
on behalf of the negros are well known in England, and 
also on his coUeagne S. Oughtov. We had also the 
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pleasure of making the acquaintance of J. L. Lewin^ 
B private individual residing in M ontego Bay, who is 
one of the best friends of the negros, and has often 
advocated their rights. 

3rd. — ^We visited Latium estate, which is situ- 
ated in this parish^ and is considered one of the best 
managed properties in the island. The number of 
daves upon it in 1834 was four hundred and fifty. 
Tlie Special Magistrate of the district, W. Carnaby, 
has obligingly furnished us with a memorandum of the 
Courts he has held upon it during the last fourteen 
numths. Out of twenty-five official visits, complaints 
were brought before him on five occasions only, being 
in the i^ole thirteen cases, in eleven of which punish- 
ments were awarded, including one of flogging. 
From other information we learn that the apprentices 
■re nearly all Baptists, attending Salter's Hill Chapel 
in the immediate neighbourhood ; that there are eighty- 
three married couples among them, and that fifty of 
the free children attend the school at the mission sta- 
tion, which has been liberally encouraged by pecuniary 
aid from the attorney. The apprentices and their free 
duldren not only receive all their accustomed allow- 
ances, but are left in undisturbed enjoyment of their 
bdf Fridays and Saturdays. They are remunerated 
for the extra labor required from them during crop, as 
well as for as many of their own days, as they choose 
to employ in working on the estate. Under this ma- 
nagement the crops are equally large, and the net 
levenue from the estate greater than at any former pe- 
riod. The Attorney, Henry Hunter, to whom we 
were introduced, gave us much valuable information. 
Hie minutest details of the management of the planta- 
tion for a series of years have been reduced by him to 
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ii tabular form at an incredible cost of labor. He 
kindly presented us with a copy of a ■aeries <rf ealculi- 
tious and statements, which show the immense supe- 
riority of free over slave labor, as well as the docility 
and industry of the negros, when encouraged by judi- 
cious and kind treatnient. These are referred to the 
Appendix. Some extracts from these tables, exhibiting 
valuable and curious results, are given in the Appendix." 
From I8I7 to 1834, the population in Latiuni grada- 
ally decreased ; since 1834, the births have been very 
numerous, and it has iu consequence begun to increase. 
'Hie number of patients in the hospital throughout 
the year has also decreused to a very great extent. On 
a large pen and coffee estate in another parish belong- 
ing to the same proprietor, the people have much in- 
creased in nnmber since 18I7.t We were Bhewn 
through the negro village and over the hospital, which 
presented an appearance of cleanliness and comfort. 
We conversed with a few of the people, though as it 
is their own half-day, they were moat of them on that 
provision grounds. The head carpenter, a very intelli- 
•gent negro, told us that when he became free, he wonli 
not leave Latium even if he could obtain higher wiga 
elsewhere. The apprentices had been employed thil 
morning in dividing a piece of fresh land contigu- 
ous to the fields where they worked, which had jort 
been given them, in addition to their more extensiTej 
distant gardens, "for shellblow grounds," in which thej 
might employ the time between meals, and other short 



* See Appendix P. Sec. vii. 

t Tbe proprietor of the Retreat Pen, which we viMted a few i^ 

a^Oj mformed us, tlia.t white the popTLlation haa increased one hli 

dred on tbut property, the nnmbera on a largo sugar estate in U 

posaeBBion had declined to an e*[ual extent within the same period. 
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intervals. A circumstance was mentioned to us which 
proves how great an amount of injustice may be per- 
petrated^ by both masters and magistrates, in deciding 
I^BUist apprentices on those vague and general charges 
10 commonly preferred by the overseers and book-keep- 
en. On this estate the overseer became dissatisfied 
viih the quantity of work performed, and took away 
Ae allowances of salt fish. When the amount of work 
cme to be added up in the plantation book, it was 
fmmd they had done more than at any former period. 
Hie arrears of allowance were therefore ordered to be 
pdd up by the attorney. 

4th« — ^We inspected the day school recently estab- 
Kihed in connection with the Baptist mission. There 
were about one hundred and fifty children present of 
■D ages. They were in very good discipline, and their 
progress during the short time, satisfactory. An in- 
&Dt and sewing school are about to be formed on the 
premises. These schools were opened by a pub- 
celebration of an extraordinary character. The 
missionaries requested their country congregations con- 
nected with the Montego Bay station, to send their chil- 
dren to be present. Many came from great distances, 
mne nearly thirty miles, sleeping in little groups in the 
open road. The whole number was three thousand one 
hmdred and seventy-two. There is also in Montego Bay 
i flourishing school on the Mico foundation, which we 
had not an opportunity of visiting. 

We afterwards attended the Saturday court, which 
18 held in the town by the Special Magistrates. A man 
and his wife, apprentices on adjoining properties, com- 
plained that an overseer's horse had trespassed in their 
ground^ and entirely destroyed their provisions. This 
Ji an example of a frequent and very serious injury to 
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which the apprenticos are liabk. The damage ca 
be repaired sometimes for a whole season^ and in 
time they are destitute of food. In 'this case oi 
the Magistrates promised his 'intefference. 'There' 
several valuations ; one of & non-predial, a col 
young woman who was very smartly dressed^ and 
no doubt filled the situation of ^^housekeeper"! 
overseer, or book-keeper. The 'transaction appean 
be one of rivalry between two plantations undeHi 
one of whom became responsible for the amountd 
valuation* Another case was that of a predial, a ^ 
seventeen. A witness valued her at ten pounds pei 
num. The magistrate, chosen by her owner, t>bj< 
to the amount; when the pliant evidence immedi 
declared, he meant the nett amount, without the 1 
deduction of one-third for casualties. This dedm 
was however made. Another apprentice who vw 
to purchase his time was valued by his master, 
described him as a mason and cabinet-maker, at s 
nine pounds per annum. This case was adjourned 
appears to be common in valuations, not only to 
merate all the virtues of the apprentices, who a 
other times so unscrupulously vilified, but to repn 
them as very proficient in a number of different an 
compatible handicraft trades. 

5th. — ^Thomas Burohell, like his brother 
sionary at Falmouth, is engaged in erecting his cffa 
which was destroyed after the rebellion. T^ie 
building when completed will hold three thousand 
sons. The late persecution of the niis9ionaries has | 
an astonishing impulse to their religious labors, 
destroyed chapels are replaced by much larger buik 
which are yet inadequate for the accommodation of 
hearers. The services of the Sabbath at this station 
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It present conducted in a large dwelling-house, from 
Rduch most of the interior walls and partitions have 
ken removed* According to the usual custom in 
JjunaioBy a pirayer meeting was held early in the morn- 
ing. Three of the negros took part in it, one of whom 
wn an old African; their expressions were often beau- 
tifbl and eloquent. We afterwards visited the Sunday 
nhools, in which there was five hundred and fourteen 
dbiUren assembled. The extensive diffusion of reli- 
gioBS instruction and education by such an apparently 
limited agency is remarkable at all the stations of 
|tte JSaptists which we have visited. The morning 
Hmce commenced at ten, and was attended by at least 
Aree thcnisaiid persons, many of whom came from 
gnat diataacea*. In the evening we came to Mount 
0M8y, a momiUdn station of the baptist missionaries 
flfiMoDtego Bay. There is also a flourishing school 
kne^ attended on the Sabbath by five or six hundred 
chfldieD^ and- on other days by about one hundred. 
Oa our way the. scenes of many of the principal events 
of the late rebellion were pointed out to us. 

6th.— Mount Garey is in the heart of the districts 
bfolvedintbe rebellion. The works and buildings of 
wery estate in* its neighbourhood, were destroyed by 
the insurgents, and on many the effects of the re- 
cent desolation were still visible in the bare andun- 
soofed walls of many of the buildings. In the course 
of the mormng, we visited Eden, a well managed estate, 
and one which famishes little employment for the 
Special Magistrate. Its population was on the average 
Mationary from 1817 to 1834, and has since begun to 
iacrease. We next proceeded to Wiltshire estate, 
aaother well-conducted property. The resident Attor- 
ney, — — — Pbnton, is the only manager at whose 



house Special Justice Xorcott ever condescended toT 
take refreshment. That iiidividua], amidst some eccen- 
tricities, was distinguished by an inflexible love of jus- I 
tice. His name is held in grateful remembrance by | 
the negro population of this parish. He was once I 
overtaken on this property by a tropical shower, and 
after wuting in vain for its cessation, he at last con- 
sented to take a glass of punch, but on being asked to 
stay dinner, immediately took his flight in the rain. 
The Special Commission may be made almost a sine- 
cure, by worthless magistrates, but the difficulties to 
which upright men are exposed, can only be appre- 
ciated by eye witnesses. Their districts are often 
twenty miles in extent in a country more mountainoiu 
thau Wales or Scotland ; frequently they cannot ob- 
tain houses within them ; they are required to Yiatt 
each estate twice a month, and in order to do this an 
obliged to keep from two to four horses, and to inciff 
other charges, which their salaries in this expenairt' 
country are totally inadequate to sustain. Wlien to 
these is added the incessant persecutions of the plan- 
ters, and the harrassing pursuit of their duties, nndq 
a burning sun, it will cease to surprise, that i 
of themhavefalleu victims to their labors, orhare^ 
drawn in disgust. To avoid depending on the ] 
talities of the overseers is nearly impossible, for it i 
quires an inflexible resolution, and a capacity of endnA 
ing fatigue and hunger, which few possess, and still ft 
have the principle to bring such qualities into a 

The population on Wiltshire has increased I 
many years past, ever since it has been under the n 
agement of its present attorney. He introduced t 
remedial provisions of the Apprenticeship, two inoafll 
before the Bill came into operation. There has bea 
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odJj one puDishment on the estate since, und that in 
a case of theft. 

We met here two of the Special Magistrates, Fa- 
cet and Odellb^ in whose company we visited Mont- 
pdier^ an estate belonging to Lord Seaford. This 
property is in the same situation as many others be- 
ODging to humane^ well-intentioned proprietors, resi- 
liDg in England. The authority of the magistrate is 
n constant requisition. The overseer was absent on 
nifitia dnty ; one of the book-keepers shewed us the 
Remises^ though with some appearance of reluctance. 
fL new substantial stone dungeon has just been erected. 
[t consists, besides a narrow passage, of two arched 
mDb^ about twelve feet by nine, and eight or nine feet 
ii^, perfectly dark. The erection of such a building, 
vi a time when penal confinement on estates ought to 
bave wholly ceased^ requires no comment ; and it has 
not been built to remain untenanted. One of the 
■ttomeys without any magistrate's order, has twice 
&ected to be locked up in it, thirteen old women, who 
icfiased to cut grass on their own days. They were 
kq»t during their confinement on a short allowance of 
kead and water. We saw also the hospital, which is 
the worst we have seen on a large estate, and is very 
[cErty and offensive. It consists of three rooms and a 
pusage^ in which there are about twenty patients. 
Tlere is a court before it, enclosed with a lofty fence 
i of bamboos^ pointed at the top^ so as to exclude the 
nunates from all communication with their friends, at 
fle pleasure of the overseer. We were shewn over the 
^rks and curing house. One of the hogsheads of 
^Igar had been spoiled by the carelessness of the boiler- 
Han. The book-keeper told us, that they never in- 
?rfered with the negros in the manufacture of tlie 

X 
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ftus^r, and that a book-keeper is stationed in the boii- 
ing-house, merely to see that the negros oonunit do 
depredations on the syrup or sugar. It appears tlie% 
that the science of sugar making is monopolised br the 
despised apprentices. One of the Special Magistnta 
intended to hold his Court on the estate to-d»f, bit 
the overseer being absent^ he could only take onpn-' 
zance of complaints, and promise to decide them aft Ui 
next visit. Several men said they had agreed to voA 
a certain number of extra hours, but had not hen. 
fully paid the stipulated amount ; a woman complainel 
against the head book-keeper for abusive hu^uge^ 
the estate against a man for stealing sugar ; a celib-; 
boy against another apprentice for flogging him ; §ai^ 
lastly, the thirteen old women before mentioned oon 
plained that they had again been deprived of their timfr. 
'J hey were all apparently upwards of sixty years rf.j 
age, and appeared quite unequal to any heavy emplof'i 
ment. From Montpelier we proceeded to Belvideie-j 
Before the rebellion this estate is said to have been 
most cruelly managed For a year past it has been I 

under the care of a Scotch peasant, who came out asi [ 
ploughman, and has been promoted b}' a judicious 
attorney to the station of overseer. He is not bnlj.. 
greatly improving the cultivation, but adding to the- 
comforts of the negros. We have met with no oneidio 
has introduced the plough so extensively. We con- 
versed with several of the negros in the boiling-house, j 
They all said they were satisfied with their Busha, ani! 
would be glad when free, to remain as laborers oaj 
the estate. If the same question had been asked them 
a year before, they should have given a very different, 
answer. They receive two-pence per hour for extra labor 
during crop, which is the most liberal arrangement we 



It. ir- 



j«t head sd. T^isr* wn ezrin*?;': :i-^:i:.-? n 'ri.y^ 
e pose -wnH:- xcury xf vmixi la.- f :»^-ti ^iiair^L 

oU le^- A* "^^ v»r» isirinr It**.— lai'r!- v-i nni t 
her of Tic — Kjur-frEs' =iiliii"t!i rtrun^ir i: r. 
. ife scSftKm s: Mmnn Cjtyj- vlj::! -^ i"t 

idbilir. zct soiZ fran. ««=ii:ia!.. L»Ln:;r :»i:r >tt ^ 

■Ml irtMife of ne -wTimri mir icnTESa-j:!:--* :c ine 

I in tSie Appeaci-* » niLHTiks :c "Lrit r-iorrDic 
e Jfufg e n laces, iii£ ad" lii* snuat i- v^:-i "Liit t:i:il- 

of Ac fnaos cc "tt:^ irr"i:tr irt r:cL=Lmi-£ :c 



cf lie esJ m ' tg-a sr: ic ctm iLr»;T :z. 
DOft of crop for ihtj* :r n; rsn-LTifrfca:-!:. :f :be 
ct of tbc skk- op|prc4*S:c if :.,>r>'^: r n^rciiT^^, 
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iptioD can be grre:. Tbe -ryrs^^ c&ses ire frY>=i 
djoinine puisb of Haz^crrer. It r:^T be pre per To 
ioD here the following crciissraiice* : — On? of 
ipccial ^bcistraxcs in this part of the island. b:ui 
ion to fine an orerseer for oppress: j»i:. Tbe man 
^ he wcKild hare it out of the people's <alt-£sh. ' 
uld two barrels of bernnes. sent by the proprietor 
tomey for the apprentices, and paid the £De out 
5 proceeds. The same magistrate imposed a fine 
tljr in a flagrant case. The party appealed to the 
mor, who desired him to conciliate, and directeti 

• .See Appendix F. Sec. iv. 



him to lemit the fine. Another Special Magistrate 
applied to the GoverDor respecting the proper interpre- 
tation of a clause in the Act in Aid which was used 
to enforce nightwork, but received no answer, Simikr 
instances of want o support and countenance are not 
infrequent. 

Although Saint James's parish was the seat of the 
insurrection, and is still the hot-bed of colonial preju- 
dice, yet in consequence of the exertions of one or two 
prii^ate individuals; the presence of several Special 
Magistrates of superior moderation and justice ; of » 
few humane and enlightened managers of estates, aod 
of one or two large planting attorneys, who appear de- 
sirous of acting in a liberal spirit; there are probably 
as many estates on which the apprentices enjoy some 
of the remedial provisions of the law, as in any other 
which is chiefly occupied in the cultivation of sugir. 
Saint James's is the only parish where the slaves, who 
were not duly registered, have succeeded in obtaining' 
their freedom.* About three hundred have thus been 
emancipated, chiefly through the exertions of J. L. 
Lewin. In this parish also, and the adjoining one of 
Trelawney, the pro-slavery feeling and influence a« 
somewhat neutralized hy the more liberal public opjuuon 
of the fine flourishing towns of Falmouth and Monl^ 
Bay. 

7th. — We arrived this morning at Lucea, in Han- 
over, of which parish it is the port. It is a small bol 
increasing town, situated near the north-west extre- 
mity of the island. In the course of the morning ve 
visited the workhouse and jail, wiiich are contiguous 
buildings on a promontory, immediately above the sea. 

■ Seo Appendix F, Sec. iii. 
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The jail consists of a court and four roonis^ besides the 
jailor's house and two apartments in the upper story 
for debtors^ which are at present unoccupied. The 
premises were very cican^ but there appeared no attempt 
at classification^ nor any space to carry that desirable 
object into effect. There were nine or ten men, and 
one woman in the yard^ waiting to take their trial for 
nusdemeanors or felonies, or in detention as witnesses. 
Tliere were no chains, shackles, nor iron collars, which 
leem to be reserved for the apprentices. We afterwards 
ioipected the workhouse, accompanied by Alkxandkr 
C&MPBBLL, the senior magistrate, resident in Lucea. 
Hie prisoners are not secured at night by shackles, 
md though many of the women and men in the penal 
gjUngf wore chains and collars, yet this degrading livery 
Was not universsd in the case of females. The treadmill 
Was of bad construction, and capable of being made an 
biatrument of much torture. There were five women 
Ui the solitary cells ; two of whom had been mentioned 
to us spontaneously by some negros at Montego Bay 
&om the same estate, called Newmill. The account 
^ had heard was as follows : — Two old women named 
Lucy Ann Stephen and Judy Evans, who had each 
of them eight children, of whom the youngest is now 
d)oat thirteen, were allowed to sit down, (cease work,^ 
from the time they had their youngest child until after 
the rebellion, when they were compelled to cut grass. 
They continued at this employment after the introduc- 
tion of the apprenticeship, until they lately refused on 
account of their age and weakness. They were brouglit 
before the magistrate and sent to the workhouse. We 
enquired the names of the women in the cells, and 
tbund these two, and a third from Newmill, under 
flie same circumstances. Thev were very old and iii- 
X 3 



reels tnem to oe put in solitary coDnnemeni lu 
days, and " fed on the usual prison fare without 
rings." The case of another woman^ who was i 
yard, also excited our attention. She had been 
from Savanna la Mar in Westmoreland^ io which 
the workhouse of that parish is situatedj to this ^ 
house, by two Special Magistrates^ to be punisb 
fourteen days by penal labor, and put upon the i 
mill every other day. Her alleged offence was ru 
away and refusing to work. She was a domestic 
vant, and her absence from her mistress's hous< 
told us, was occasioned by illness. She was ill 
she came, and was evidently so when we saM 
The supervisor and medical attendant of the workl 
have more humanity than the stipendiaries, and 
her as an invalid. It is not uncommon to sen 
prentices out of their own parish to a distant ' 
house ; the motive being to send them away froi 
friend who might assist or sympathize with t 
sometimes workhouses are resorted to, that h 
reputation for cruel treatment. There are thr< 
convicts at Lucea. 

In this parish several non-registered slaves 
succeeded in recovering their freedom. The first 
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bim for wages at the rate of ten shillings a day, under 
Fliat is called the inveiglmg clause in the Act in Aid. 
Hose who have thus recovered their freedom, have 
succeeded only negatively by the refusal of the Special 
Magistrate to coerce them as apprentices. We have 
been informed of another case in the neighbourhood, 
in which a negro thus obtained his liberty, and hired 
himgpJf to work on a plantation. When he applied for 
Jbis wages^ the overseer told him he should pay them 
orer to his owner. The case was brought before the 
local magistrates j but the injured party could obtain 
po redress. The rights of these non- registered negros 
liave been sacrificed by the supineness of the Home 
Government. We saw to-day an apprentice from a 
neighbouring estate, who gave us a striking account of 
the distress he and his fellow apprentices suffered, 
from the trespass of cattle on their provision grounds, 
which are quite unprotected and seven miles distant. 
8th. — ^We attended this morning the weekly petty 
sessions^ which are held by three or four local magis- 
trates. The only case of interest was a charge against 
a negro for drunkenness and riotous conduct in the 
street. He said he was a sailor belonging to a Kingston 
vessel, which had left him behind. The presiding 
magistrate said, '* We do not know that you are a free 
man; where is your free paper?" He said he had 
lost it. The same magistrate then suggested in an 
undertone, that he should be committed to the work- 
house as a runaway apprentice ; but his coadjutors 
decided in the negative, and the man was fined two 
dollars.* We afterwards, by permission, looked over 

* Sir Lionel Smith, in his tour of tho island, some weeks later 
than tbiSy found a man in Lucea workhouse, who had been com- 
mitted there merely for being without his free paper. The practice 
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the rtx:ord of the proceediDgs of this court, which ii 
kept by the clerk of the peace. Numerous cases aguinst 
apprentices for petty theft, trespass, threateoiog lan- 
guage, aod assault, were recorded in the decisions of 
the local magistrates. There were also numerous io- 
stances of complaints by European Immigrants. These 
unfortunate, and too often dissipated people, hare 
either died or left this neighbourhood. While they 
remained, they appear to have given much trouble to 
the magistrates. In the same book belonging to lie 
clerk of the petty sessions, was an account of a coroner's 
inquest upon the body of an old man, who died about 8 
year ago, in consequence of repeated cruel floggings by 
a former supervisor of the workhouse. This supervisor 
was subsequently tried for the wilful murder of this 
man, and narrowly escaped conviction ; the jury havii^ 
been locked up for three days before they could apee 
upon a verdict. At a subsequent meeting of the vestiy 
there Mere found two magistrates, who are still in the 
commission of the peace, capable of proposing and se- 
conding that he should be retained in his situation, 
" as it was a first offence." 

During our stay in Lucea, we were hospitably en- 
tertained by John Stainsby, the rector of the parish. 
He is one of those who has ever manifested a sympathy 
with the oppresed, and is consequently, together with 
other estimable clergymen of the establishment, deemed 
"worse than a Baptist," We had also the pleasure 
during our stay of making the acquaintance of J. H. 
Evelyn, of the Customs, a gentleman who has likewise 
in times past interfered to his cost in the vain attempt 

HO abhorrent to every principle of justice of prefiuniinft a negro to be 
a slave, or according to tho new nomenclature, an appreutice, nnleu 
be can prove his freedom, itill continues. 
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to check ur expose culoaial abuses. Itt tbe afternoon 
we proceeded to LSavaimii la Mar, in the parish of 
Westmoreland. HanoTcr is a mountainous parish. 
The aides of the hills are yet, to a great extent, udcuI- 
tivated ; the plains and valleys are occupied by cane- 
fields. Westmoreland is of a different character, 
ocHisistiiig chiefly of a plain of considerable extent, 
bounded on one side by the sea, and ou the others by 
moantmas. It is overgrown with thickets of the log- 
wood and acacia, occasionally interspersed with sugar 
estates. We were overtaken in tai early part of our 
joumey to-day by the rain, which poured donn in 
torrents for several hours. Many apprentices have 
mentioned their being compelled to work in the rain 
, to the destruction of their health, as a grievance to 
I Tbich they were not subjected before the introductiim 
I *f the present Bvatem. AVe had now an opportunity 
of verifying the fact by onr own obsenation. We 
passed midway on our journey by Glasgow estate, be- 
loDging to R. Wali„\ck, M.F., for Greenock, and ob- 
served the gangs of iiegros still at work in the field. 
On another large estate, the name of which we did not 
learn, the apprentices were still remaining in the field, 
sheltering themselves as they best could under the 
caiiK. 

9th. — We visitf.'d the workhouse this raoming. 
The premises are small and confined. The supervisor, 
who speared to be a humane man, informed us that 
there were seventy-sLx prit^oners, of whom eight were 
life convicts, and the rest apprehended runaways or 
apprentices from estates. We arrived in time to see 
the penal gang collected previously to being sent out 
to their daily labor. The greater number of both sexes 
were in chains, and all had iron collars. Among them 



were three females n-ith infants at the breast, v 
each been committed to hard labor by the Sp« 
gtstrate; one for baring three pints of sagar'i 
possession ; another for quarrelling with her sis 
and the third, who was a non-predial, hired ou^'^ 
not paying her weekly hire. In the last case, it is □ 
than probable, that the olfence was unavoidably c 
by her situation as a nursing mother. A history 4 
past sufferings was legibly inscribed on the backs D 
many of the prisoners, who were almost in 
of nudity, in the scars of severe floggings. The supe 
visor told us that prison dresses were being made ftm 
them. The majority of the prisoners sleep in two vei^ 
small apartments, which we saw soon after the pris(Hl*^ 
ers had left them for the day ; tbey were almost insuf- 
ferable on account of their closeness. We saw here tw6 
women, named Sarau Nelson and Bbssev Grast, 
from Phoenix Estate, in the parish of Hanover, and; 
who were sent to this instead of their own workhous^. 
for the offence of being unable to execute the compul- 
sory task-work imposed upon them by the Special 
Magistrate. That functionary resides in the great 
house on Phoenix Estate, and the people complain that 
he coerces them without mercy.* This estate also 
belongs to a professedly liberal and religious proprietor. 
We were permitted to look over the files of the Spedal' 
Magistrates' commitments, which frequently consist of: 
nothing more than lists of eight or ten apprenticet' 
with their respective punishments affixed, without anf 
mention whatever of complaints or offences. We saw 
two of the life convicts, both of whom were condemned 
after the rebellion. One of them, a very old man, aa- 

* See Appendix F, Sec iv. 
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d uSy that the only dkirvt a^i:.?* iiu:. v :^- :.l? 
tg a Baptist. The olher wis i rr.e } . -' j n.ii.. 
»is emploved as a turnkey. TLe s-pcr. >:r ri'-t 
an excellent character, ai-d Lis oyj^i-'iT-j^ct az^- 
ned to express both intellisence at.c ::.:•. rrl:y. T:.e 
itance of his storv, as related m* ..? b*. ':.'.- i<-'J. ii 
dUows : — Before the rebi'llion; he ir-i •.•:Ler lc^t\>s 
sed, that ther vould tit dowu aficr LLr:s:=i3i». :md 
their masters thev were free : b-t :':.a: tLev woJd 
Bngly continue to vork ''for &cy s:::a1I siil^r}." 
sjr did so, bat afterwards, some of t:.e irr.oraiit 
T06, refusing to listen to the c^ore '^' ?e:^sible." 
iUi to set fire to the buildinF*^. and to rr.:ike wir 
ifattt the white people. He tried in vi.1:. to check 
m. and when he heard thev were se:irc:.ir;^ for him 
take his life, he ran awav t^ll the insurrectior. w^* 
T. He was then apprehended ar^d co:« denized to 
i workhouse for life. This account :§ quite Id ac- 
dance with what is known of the ori^iri of the in> 
lection. The negros were enco-rieed to strike 
rk, by the belief that the king had set them free. 
; that their masters were detenniued to retain them 
bondage ; a delusion which was produced by the 
guage, which some of the planters held to the 
;ros, and by their conversations with each other in 
presence of the negros on the progress of the anti- 
rery cause ; at the same time, that the slave? on 
ay estates, were exasperated by increased oppressions 
I cruelties. This conduct can scarcely be explained 
any other supposition than that of a determination 
create a disturbance, which should check anv ten- 
cv in the Home Government unfavorable to the 
tinuance of unmitigated slavery. The disturbance 
D, however^ rose to an alarming height : a general 
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panic spread among the whites, and the estates were 
abandoned to the insurgents, by whom property was 
destroyed to an immense extent. Very few of the free 
inhabitants lost their lives ; but, at the courts' martiid, 
which immediately succeeded the insurrection, hun- 
dreds of negros were sacrificed to the guilt, cowardice, 
and terror of the whites. Many were executed in parts 
of the island to which the disturbance never extended, 
and among the victims were some whose sole or prin- 
cipal offence, was that of their being BiiptiHts or 
Methodists. The rebellion was charged upon the mis- 
sionaries, and was made the pretext of that violent 
persecution in which many were driven from the island, 
and their chapels destroyed by men who held, and still 
retain, the King's Comniisaion as Justices of the Peace. 
The sequel to these memorable events was transacted 
in England. Some of the accused missionaries haw 
published a " Narrative" of the events connected widi 
their mission during the progress of the rebellion, and 
of the proceedings which immediately followed it. 
Their statement was extensively circulated, and tbau^ 
it contain* an exposure of the disgraceful means adopted 
to procure their crimination, and a great quantity of 
facts and evidence which fix the insurrection upon its 
real authors, yet the parties implicated, and their 
organs the island newspapers, have observed the most 
discreet silence respecting it, and still continue to de- 
signate the rebellion as "the Baptist war." The in- 
vestigation of this subject is a matter of no sliglrt 
interest at the present moment. Since the introduction 
of the present system, some leading persons in a cer- 
tain district of the island, made representations through 
a high legal functionary to the Governor, that their 
parishes were in u disturbed state, and requested that 
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troops might be sent. By private inquiries. Lord 
Sueo ascertained that the apprentices were industrious 
ud peaceable. There can be no doubt, however, that 
foaded on by oppression, and alarmed by the presence 
of the military^ they might easily have been driven to 
mcfa a general desertion of the estates as would have 
Inen styled a rebellion, and suppressed with the rigor- 
00 severities of martial law.* 

lOtlu — This morning we drove over to Paradise 

Ven^ the residence of Thomas M'c Neel, the Custos 

nf tiie parish^ to whom we had several introductory 

letterB. Although we found him very much occupied, 

Ibe obligiDj^y gave up a part of the day to us. He has 

'nder his care many estates, including an apprentice 

papulation of four thousand, of whom he observed that 

none give much trouble to the Special Magistrates. 

I On all the estates, the old allowances are continued, to 

I 4ie extent even of clothing and medical attendance for 

4ie free children. He stated to us, that he believed 

ftat in the parish generally, things are going on as 

weU as in any part of the island ; a remark, however, 

Hhidi is not borne out by the crowded state of the 

vorkhouse at Savanna la Mar. The Custos spoke 

vtrongly against the revolting practice of working 

male and female prisoners in the streets and roads in 

* More recently, on the occasion of Sir Lionel Sbiitu^s tour of 
file idand, an anonymous letter was brought to him, which had been 
inpped in the parish of Saint Elizabeth. It purported to be written 
by an apprentice with the view of exciting insurrection ; but was 
efidently the production of one but imperfectly acquainted with 
[ the dialect of the Creole ncgros, in which it affected to be written. 
Should any ^stnrbances unfortunately occur before the termination 
tfTthepMseiit system, we venture to predict that the chief blame 
will not belong to the negros, who nave shewn tlicmsclves un- 
n^nailed in the patient endurance of fraud and oppression. 
Y 
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chains^ and observed that he had done all he could to 
discountenance it. He shewed us several statementf. 
of the increase and decrease of negros, from which it i 
appeared that on many of these estates^ the births and^ 
deaths are as carefully registered as during slavery, and i 
that in the last eight or ten years, there has been » J 
slight increase of the population even on some of thej 
sugar plantations. We saw also among the accouiit|i 
of exjienses, various annual donations of from two to^ 
ten pounds, to the head people for good conduct ; a]|t< 
accounts of the purchase of cattle from the apprenticet* j 
The most striking remark which he made to us on hit ^ 
mode of management, was that the white people on the j 
estates, required quite an much attention and oversij^j 
to keep them in their proper place as the negros. Hj] 
accompanied us to visit the two estates of Lord Hox*^ * 
LAND. On the first, Sweet River Pen, the people weif- 
receiving the weekly distribution of salt-fish. Abouft 
fifty of them came round the steps of the great house 
to converse with us, and enquired very eagerly whether^ 
we had seen Lord and Lady Holland before we left j 
England, and desired their best respects to be given to 
them, saying, they had always been very good to them. 
Their attorney wished them to explain what they iji- 
tended to do after 1840. They replied that they could 
not make any agreement till the time came, as the 
attorney might die if they made a bargain with him. 
They expressed great anxiety to know what was to be 
done respecting their houses and grounds, and said, 
the uncertainty prevented their repairing or improving 
them. They said, that former times were bad enough; 
the apprenticeship was better, as they could not te 
flogged by the driver, but they wished they might be 
free immediately. One of their complaints was, that 
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they had never Been their master, pointings at the same 
time, to a very old negro^ and intimating he had never 
seen his owner. They wished Lord Holland would 
send out "his piccaninny or his cousin," with whom 
they might talk about the terms upon which they should 
remain when free. As we were leaving, they preferred 
a request to their attorney, to exchange their half 
Friday for every alternate Friday, as their grounds 
were six miles distant. From Sweet River we pro- 
ceeded to Friendship, a sugar estate belonging to Lord 
Holland^ Here also we saw and conversed with at 
least fifty or sixty of the people in the presence of their 
attorney and the overseer. We did not find them very 
communicative. They said, however, that they had a 
kind master and mistress (Lord and Lady Holland;) 
ind, when free, which they wished might be to- morrow, 
they should be glad to remain on the estate and work 
tor wages, rather than leave their houses and grounds 
to begin the world again. We asked them whether 
the Special Magistrate heard both sides fairly when 
fliey were brought before him. They replied that he 
would not let them speak; in confirmation of which 
die Custos strongly condemned the conduct of some of 
the stipendiaries. As we were leaving the estate, a 
number of women surrounded the attorney, and com- 
plained that their half Fridays had been taken away in 
crop, and not repaid them. He reminded them of the 
numerous indu^ences they received, and said they 
must not reckon the time due to them with too much 
nicety. A noisy discussion ensued, the merits of which 
we could not understand ; but the deportment of the 
people was rude and discreditable. We visited the 
hospital^ which is a building on stone pillars, well con- 
trived for its purposes, but dirty and out of repair 
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There was also near it a series of substantial^ 
penal cells^ which we hope are now chiefly valued 
building materials. The great house was untenani 
Its entrance^ as well as that on Paradise Pen, 
graced by a small cannon. We walked through a 
of the negro village. The houses were of an in: 
description, but Uiere were some pleasing 
the industry of the people in their gardens and 
tain walks. The Gustos^ though himself a lai^ 
torney, candidly attributes the greatest evils ta 
prevailing absenteeism, and to the influence of 
merchants. He appears fully aware of the impo 
of keeping the era of complete freedom in view in 
dealings with the apprentices, and has encouraged 
on his own estate by the expectation of being set 
a year before the time fixed by law. He expi 
a wish to see estate schools generally establisbedi|>: 
Speaking of the increased value of property, he m 
tioned an estate purchased eighteen months ago, for 
five thousand pounds, for which twelve thousand pouncb 
have recently been offered ; and that he had bou|^ 
seventeen slaves in 1833 for nine pounds currency 
each, for every one of whom he had received at leas^ 
twenty pounds sterling compensation. 

11th. — ^We again visited the workhouse to see the. 
treadmill in operation. Four men were first put upoa 
it, whose wrists were as usual strapped to the handraiL 
The construction of this mill is so slight^ and ita 
cylinder of so small a diameter, that when the prisoners, 
all stepped at once, their weight instantly increased iftf^ 
speed, so as to throw them all off. They were compelled 
to throw themselves into a sidelong posture, and take 
two or three steps at a time, in the most awkward 
and painful manner. The wheel then moved by jerks. 
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quickly and slowly alternately. One young man of 
color, who was put on for the first time, after many 
inefiectual attempts to catch the step, hung suspended 
by the wrists during the greater part of the time, the 
iriieel revolving against his legs. His cries were most 
piercing ; "I don't know what they sent me here for ; 
I have done nothing to be sent here." When he came 
. off he appeared much exhausted. He told us that he 
f was a carpenter on Grove Plain estate. The constable 
sent him to give an order to the gang, which he did, 
but they did not attend to it. The constable was sent 
by the overseer to repeat the order, with directions 
Aat if it were not complied with, the prisoner and the 
other people should be put in confinement. The con- 
stable, without repeating the order, locked him up at 
once. When released the next day, he asked the 
o?er8eer what he had done to be locked up, for whicli 
be was taken before the Special Magistrate on a charge 
of insolence, and sent to the workhouse and treadmill 
for ten days. This account was subsequently confirmed 
to us by an apprentice from the same estate, with 
whom we had an opportunity of conversing. After 
the first spell was ended, the two women from Phoonix 
estate, whose case has been previously noticed, were 
put upon the mill. Being of lighter weight, the mill 
revolved more slowly, and they kept the step better, but 
were quite exhausted, and in a profuse perspiration wlien 
the time had expired. The supervisor told us that the 
prisoners nearly always suffered in the manner above- 
mentioned, when first putupon the mill. 

We saw this morning a woman named Mary 

Sauxders, who had been sent to the workhouse under 

the following circumstances : — About a year ago, she 

was valued for nineteen pounds, and paid tlie money to 

Y 3 
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Special Justice Pujslp^ who told her, she was then 
free. Her master, however, dissatisfied with the 
amount, appealed to the Governor, and refused to re- 
ceive the money. She therefore obtained no acknow- 
ledgment or ^^free paper," though she acted as hec. 
own mistress. Tired at length of a state of uncer* 
tainty, she also appealed to the Governor, on whid» 
the Special Magistrate issued his warrant, after she haiL 
been free for a year, and committed her to the woi1b» 
house as a runaway apprentice. She was at the tioMk,- 
in daily expectation of her confinement, and had 
delivered two days before we saw her of her tenth childt^ 
The supervisor appeared to have done all he could t»v 
palliate, by kind treatment, the inhumanity of the miH. 
gistrate. 

In the course of the morning we attended the Spe- 
cial Magistrates' court. There were three present of- '^ 
the names of Phelp, Emsry, and Ouver, of whom ^ 
the first took the most prominent part in the pro* . '^■ 
ceedings. The first case was that of a runaway ap- 
prentice complained of by his attorney, whose evidence 
was altogether hearsay, as he did not reside on the 
estate himself. It was supported by that of the head 
constable. The presiding magistrate, to remove all 
doubts, after first browbeating the prisoner, put leading 
questions to him, which made him criminate himself. 
He was then sentenced for one month to the house of 
correction. The same complainant next brought a 
charge against the head constable, for *^ disobedience 
of orders." He had been directed to bring to this 
court a woman, who had been a runaway from the 
estate for a year and a-half. The constable said he 
had never seen her, and did not know where she was. 
Tlie attorney replied, that it was his duty to produce 



] 
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any of the gang when called for. The case was dis- 
missed^ the charge being too absurd even for a court 
like this to entertain. The brother of Mary Saunouas 
mm stepped forward, and asked why his sister had 
been sent to the workhouse. He had witnesses to 
prove that the Special Magistrate, (Phblp,) told her 
ihe was free, and might go where she liked, at the time 
that he received the money. The same magistrate 
treated him very insolently, and said, that she had 
wntten a letter to the Governor full of lies about him, 
and that she was now committed as a runaway by the 
Governor's order.* He said he would not be called to 
account by everybody, and ordered the man out of 
court. Subsequently, the Gustos entered the court, 
and spoke to the magistrates about this case. He had 
been one of the local justices concerned in the original 
Tahiation^ and felt himself somewhat implicated in the 
case. From the explanations which followed, it was 
qiparent that the facts were as we have already stated 
diem, and that the conduct of the Special Magistrate 
bad been most grossly arbitrary and illegal. There 
irere several cases of valuation. A sickly colored child, 
about ten years old, was appraised at ten pounds, 
wbich was paid by her father, an overseer. A diminu- 
tive woman^ valued as a predial apprentice, for thirty- 

• Having the Governor's general permission to apply for informa- 
tion at the Stipendiary Magistrates* department in Spanish Town, 
ve availed oarselves of it to obtain a sight of the official correspond- 
ence in this case ; and can, therefore, state that this assertion of the 
luagistrates, was a total misrepresentation of the Governor's in- 
Hmctions in the case, and that the act of committal was entirely his 
own. The poor woman subsequently memorialized the Governor, 
hat obtained no redress, tiU she made a personal appeal to him, when 
lie visited the workhouse on his tour round the island. Ho imme- 
iiately ordered her release. The magistrate, we believe, escaped 
n'thout censure. 



four pounds ; ami, lastly, a tall, sickly, colofeJ matl, 
applied to be appraised, who was by trade a. cooper. 
His overseer swore that he could make three puocheont 
a week, and that his weekly labor was worth twenty 
shillings to the estate. The magistrate, (Phelp,) put 
leading questions to the witness, as " He ia a very 
valuable man, is he not?" "You say he ia a good 
workman f" &c. The man pleaded that he was very 
sickly; that he could do little but overlook others ; ttnd 
that if he worked himself for a few weeks, he was some' 
times laid by for months afterwards. An overseer was 
brought forward by him as a witness, who had formerly 
lived on the property for seven years, and who con- 
firmed all these statements. The doctor, who had 
attended the estate during the last six months, was 
then called, who stated that the man had been under 
his care the wliole time for ulcerated legs ; but he did 
not consider the sores habitual. The Special Magis- 
trate, who is supposed to be especially entrusted in 
valuations with the interests of the apprentice, said to 
the two local magistrates associated with him, " what- 
ever you say, gentlemen, I shall he satisfied with." 
One of them appraised the man at seventy pounds, the 
other at forty-four pounds. The stipendiary wrote 
the two sums on paper, and added sixty pounds as his 
own estimate; the average of which amounts, fixed 
the value of the apprentice at fifty-eight pounds. We 
heard, subsequently, that this man had been severely 
flogged last week, by order of the Special Magistrate, 
which determined him to obtain at any price his release 
from bondage. Several cases of runaways, and of ap- 
prentices charged with petty thefts of canes or sugar, 
were subsequently disposed of. Tlie business of this 
court was conducted in a manner and spirit, than ) 
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tiiich it is difficult to conceive any thing more ubjec* 

tunable. The Gustos, who was present during the 

■isequent part of the proceedings, felt called upon, 

Ao^;h himself a planter, to reprove the Special Ma- 

giitrate for omitting to enquire of the prisoners what 

ttejr had to say in defence^ and for inveigling them by 

Ub questions into self-crimination. 

We had the pleasure during our stay at Savanna la 
Mar, of seeing nearly all the Baptist missionaries in 
ike island, who were assembled at the meeting of their 
mnnal association. It was truly a pleasure to us to 
■eet again some of these estimable men, and to make 
the acquaintance of others, whom we had not previously 
known. We availed ourselves of the opportunity to 
obtain from them some statistical information relative 
to the state of education in connection with their con- 
gif^tions.* They also addressed to us the following 
letter on the subject of the apprenticeship : — 

"Savanna la Mary March lOM, 1837- 
" GENTI.BMBN, — ^It is with fceliugs of sincere plea- 
lore that we welcome you to the shores of Jamaica, 
more especially on account of the generous and bene- 
volent object of your mission. Several of us have 
UK>red in this island for many years, and have wit- 
nessed the horrors of slavery, and the oppressions and 
Hfferings of the slaves. We lent our feeble efforts 
vith the thousands of British Christians in England to 
' iccomplish the destruction of the cruel system, and 
lucerely rejoiced in the passing of that Act which pro- 
fessed to abolish slavery in every part of the British 
West Indies; though we deeply regretted the inter- 

• See Appendix F, Sec. viii. 
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mediate state of apprenticeship decided upon by tin 
Imperial Parliament, and have viewed with intens^ 
interest the working of that systeni dwing the twDf 
years and a-half that have elapsed. We feel ourselvei 
called upon to declare to you our firm conviction that 
the apprentices have conducted themselves in the m 
tranquil and peaceable manner, and have shewn 
disposition to be industrious where encouragement has 
been afforded them by fair and equitable remuneration^ 
and where they have not been provoked by vexatioui^ 
annoyances. 

^^ We cannot refrain from expressing our deliberate;'^ 
opinion of the total unfitness of the apprenticesh^^ 
system as an act of preparation for freedom ; and that^ ; 
it is to the unparalleled patience of the apprentices^ 
and not to its tolerant spirit, that the present peacefalS'il 
and prosperous state of the island is attributable. To 
you we unhesitatingly declare our belief, that this' 
mockery of freedom is worthless as a preparation for 
that state to which it can have no possible affinity; 
that while it represses the energy of the negro, it has ^ 
rendered him distrustful of the British public, by whom 
he considers himself to have been cheated by a name; * 
that it has entailed, and is still entailing, excessive .1 
suffering, especially on the mother and her helpless } 
and unavoidably neglected ojffspring, and that to secure 
its termination, no effort can be considered too great. 
We do, therefore, most earnestly entreat you on your jj 
return to your native land, to exert your influence to 
effect the total abandonment of this system in 1838 j 
but if every effort fail in procuring the abolition of the 
term of apprenticeship, to the predial apprentices, that 
those advantages may at least be secured to them, to 
which they are entitled by the provisions, imperfect as 
they are, of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery. 
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*' We further ui^ you to watch with vigilance any 
ft which may be introduced in the Imperial I'arlia- 
^nt, or passed by any of the culouial lei|:i»latures. tu 
xtail the liberty of the negro after the termination of 
le present system ; and any enact men t» uf a restrictive 
od oppressive nature calculated to kevp them nii»re 
iq;Taded than any ot Iters of their fellow- subjects for 
loe moment beyond that period. 

''Your own observations in this colony must, we 
tUnk, have convinced you that the costly apparatus by 
vUch it was intended to secure a measure of protection 
tothe negro, is in many instances, made instrumental 
in carrying on a system of coercion and oppression as 
idious as that from which he was intended to be freed. 
*' We cannot but express our regret at the apathy 
lUmifested of late by some of those friends in England, 
rho so long and so zealously exerted themselves in 
tdialf of the injured sons and daughters of Africa, and 
tmt consider that the responsibility rests on them, 
irho have the power to obtain justice for this still in 
lured people, for any consequences that may take place. 
Meanwhile we shall continue to exert our influence to 
^*anquillize their minds under every disappointment, 
*ttd to induce them to bear with patience the wrongs 
^ are called upon to suffer. 
" We are, Gentlemen, 

** With much esteem and respect, 
JOSHUA TIXSOX, 
JAMES M. PHILLIPPO, THOMAS F. ABBOTT, 

THOMAS BURCHELL, WALTER DENDY, 

WILLIAM KNIBB, JOHN KINGDON, 

HENRY C. TAYLOR, BENJAMIN B. DEXTER, 

JOHN CLARKE, JOHN IIUTCHINS, 

FRANCIS GARDNER, JOHN CLARK, 

WILLIAM WHITEHORNE, SAMUEL OUGHTON/' 



252 JAMAICA. 

The preceding letter, signed by all the 

missionaries in the island, is addressed throng! 

the British anti-slavery public, to whose atten 

earnestly recommend its important contents. 

express the deliberate and well-considered sec 

of men, who, of all others, are the best qua 

form an unprejudiced judgment of the conditiG 

negros under the apprenticeship, and of their 

for a true appreciation of the blessings of i 

The testimony which it bears to the abusei 

existing system is the result of painful, personi 

vation ; and is but a reiteration of a similar a 

still stronger statement forwarded last year fc 

the same missionaries to the Secretary of the 

in London ; and which, it is much to be regret 

not published, as was doubtless the intentio 

writers. In the course of the day, we saw a nq 

Glasgow estate, the property of R. Waxlac 

for Greenock, whose affecting narration is 

here as a further illustration of the present 

negro slavery in Jamaica. In the Appendix 

found a statement^ of the same negro to a g< 

resident in the colony, which corresponds ' 

subjoined relation of the sufferings of himself 

fellow-apprentices. We are quite willing tc 

that the proprietor of this estate has been 

ignorance of the treatment of his negros ; and 

without great regret, that we bring these fac 

his notice and that of the public in the present 

but we are strongly impressed with the co 

that there are no estates more oppressively 

cruelly managed, than those of many liberal, 

and even religious proprietors resident in '. 

• See Appendix F, Sec. iv. 
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Statement of Cyrus Wallack^ an apprentice, from 
Qttgow estate : — '^ The old living before was better than 
Mr. If we come to the Bay, (Savanna la Mar,) to make 
icomplaint, we are punished for it when the magistrate 
upon the estate. We are obliged to work on our 
lys and Saturdays. The magistrate threaten we 
make we consent; he say, ^if any person deny 
on Saturday, bring them down to the Bay, and 
[lUI cat them.' About four weeks ago, on a Friday, 
r, the busha, (overseer,) ordered the gang to 
the next day, (Saturday.) I say, I can't work, 
I have a pain in my back, and want to take a 
of salts, as it is my own day. The constable said, 
i would not make the fire, (throughout the day at 
boHing-house,) he would lock me up. I asked him 
lake me to the busha, who said I should be locked 
and to-morrow be taken down to the Bay to be 
I was locked up that night, (Friday,) in my 
clothes, and all the next day without food or 
[vater; and when I was let out, it was so late I could 
go to my own house, but was obliged to lie down 
the floor of the hospital : I was not brought before 
magistrate. The constable, (driver,) lock you up 
him like; the bookkeeper lock you up when 
like ; when the busha come, they tell him, and he 
iten you in the dark hole better. When the magis- 
come on the property, they bring you before him^ 
he know all about you before you come. If you 
to speak for yourself, he hold his finger and say, 
'art a word.' Mr. Wallace property, worse than any 
pniperty in the parish ; every property better than we. 
if any person was to say — hem, in the field, the con- 
lable take and lock you up; and if the magistrate 
on't send you to dance the treadmill, he send you to 
z 
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be cat, (flogged.) There arc four men put down to 
get cat. We don't know what we do. Bueha, where 
I working, be come there, and wliy the reason make 
him sure he get me cat ; I work three Saturdays, and 
no pay and no day. I went up to him, and tell hi 
want a ^ay. He says, devil a day you get. I said, I must 
have a day, I lose too much day ; you take away three 
day from me, and this is four. He says, you were at 
the boiling- house, stealing sugar. I says, me Sir; I 
would not do that, because I know the property thflt 
I live upon, and would nut make fool of myself. Wh« 
he tell me he won't give me the day, 1 go away and 
take one day. He would not pay me, and I was is 
need. He told me, you went and took day yesterdayj 
I said, yes Sir. He said, now you may be sure, sft 
help me God, that you'll get cat. The magistrate bat 
not yet been on the projierty ; but whenever he does 
come, the day he comes, I get it; he does whatever 
busha tell him. They give more flogging now than 
when we were slave. Before, when they had the" 
potver of we, they overlook little thing ; not now. After 
crop we are continually obliged to watch (at night, by 
turn,) and get no pay. Only those that watch get 
their six herrings every Monday ; and thoHe that 
won't watch get nothing. We don't get any pay for 
our half Fridays. The busha makes ua work od 
Saturday when he likes by taking us before the magis- 
trate. Sometimes we get every other Saturday, Wli« 
we have worked out four or five Saturdays according 
to the magistrate's order, he send for the magistrate 
^ain, and say, we don't turn out soon, though we turn 
out at daylight. Since the law came in we have had 
only about half our Saturdays. We turn out to work 
at daylight, and are allowed half an hour for breakfast; 
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they promise wv ui bouraod a-tulf fur duioer ; wheo 
plenty of geotlemea eome upon the property we f[et 
•n hour and a-lialf ; but wbeo nobody cooie, the abell- 
Uow agttia, before we can well catcb ft we boose (i. t. 
the sigatd is heard for their return to the field atnuict 
before they h*ve had tiine to reach tbeir houses, muck 
less to dispatch thdr dionere.) We looking to all our 
neighbours and tbey not so. We neter draw ofl till 
duk; all will not satisfy. Massa tJiink, perhaps, I 
tell him lie ; but take me off the property and bring 
the magistrate, the overseer, the bookkeeper, and the 
constable, and I would b^ massa the favor to put the 
Bible before me, (put me on my oath.) In crop we 
«et to work od Afonday, and put the mill about at four 
o'clock. I am employed one time making lire, and 
aaother time in the boiling- house. They expect w-e to 
Iwil tn-elve coppers and twelve skips of liquor. Tbe 
nill-bou&e people (feeders of the mill, and carriers of 
one and greentrasli,) work one whole day ; and if tbey 
ire not able to finish they work all night. If they get 
done once before night, when they have good canes, 
ihej are not able to do it again for two or three weeks 
when they have dry canes. \ext day they go into the 
field, and another fresh spell work tbe same. The uiill- 
house people will generally hnisb by the middle of the 
Saturday night ; but, we in the boiiiug-houae, are em- 
ployed till daylight on Sunday morning. Not long ago, 
the mill was about till after midday on Sunday. The 
boiling-house people work all night long ; sometimes 
they are in the boUing-iouse from Mondui/ morning 
tiil Sunday morning. When the millhouse stop (for a 
few minutes,) from sending liquor, you get a little 
steep, then when it send down more liquor you budge 
again. The mule boys, like the boiling-house people, 
get no sleep. This is a thing we never were need to 
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do. They put too much upon we. We get notl 
for our nights. We get a maccaroni, (one and ei 
pence,) for the extra time the first four days ; ten] 
for our half Friday^ and half dollar for Saturday* 
we don't able to make the twelve copper, we get 
bitts for Saturday, (one shilling and tenpence h] 
When we meet good cane we make it, (the twelve 
pers ;) but when we meet dry cane, we don't make 
and yet they require it from we. Every little they 
we, obliged to go for our belly. We have no 
but a bit of garden about our house, and to this 
is no fence; the cattle get into it night and day. f 
gentleman so much fine woodland as massa; bat 
no time to work it. We were obliged to throw up 
old grounds, because the lieighbours' cattle tres] 
in it. It is now common pasture. Before the first 
August we had a fence to our old grounds ; but si] 
we have had no time to put it up again. We used 
have a watchman for our grounds, but now we hai 
none. We heard magistrate say, if we won't vrat 
cattle-pen, the watchman should be taken from 
ground; but, if we would consent to watch dM|| 
cattle, we should have a watchman for our ground ^^ 
but busha take away our watchman, and we eon-. 
tinue to watch the cattle. Sunday we used to attemi 
church ; but now when we have nothing to eat, na 
Friday nor Saturday, what time else for to cook victual 
We have no time to go to church. On Sunday wq 
take we hoe, and pick about a little, for we to eat 
through the week. We have nobody to lean upon) 
and so we do every thing busha tell us on purpose to 
see if we can get living with him, but he get worse 
and worse every day. We get our salt, (herrings,) very 
seldom; now we get none. We are worse off than 
before the first of August. We axe all broken heart ; 
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getting old before imr time. If wc go into the Iiuspitnl 
we wish never to come out ug&in. Froui uiortiiDg day- 
light they ewear and curse upon we till shell blow. 
If the parson, (one of the Scottish missionaries,) were 
not there to tell us good word, we should lie down like 
cattle in the pasture. Last weelt four people have 
been put in the dark room every night without magia- 
traie's order. Men and women are put together in one 
dark room. One young girl was put in for three nights 
because when the bookkeeper cursed her sister, alie 
uked him "what for curse her sister?" The hot- 
hoaae is an ugly dirty place. When the Hanover 
magistrate, Mr. Odellk came, he quarrel much about 
it, and said it was n hog place, \fassa this is not all ; 
it is more than what I can tell, I am obliged to forget." 
13th. — A few days ago we received from Georcb 
Gordon, a gentleman who has the control of many 
fecstates, and who is esteemed one of the moat Judicious 
^^HtjUunane planters in the island, an invitation to visit 
^^^■nperties under his care. We this morning availed 
^^Blelves of bis general permission, and drove over to 
Meylerafield estate. We saw there a negro, who had 
been punished, though apparently not with severity, to 
the extent of twenty-five stripes, by order of the Spe- 
dftl Magistrate. He had been guilty of stealing sugar 
from the boiling bouec. The overseer shewed us over 
the works. A catechist attends twice a week to teach 
the negroa, but his instructions are attended by few of 
the free children. Four of the latter have been appren- 
ticed by their mothers to the estate till twenty-one 
years of age, which are the first instances of the kind 
that have corac to our knowledge. 

Ihiring our stay at Savanna la Mar we saw and 
conversed with a great number of apprentices from the 
7. 3 
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estates and made memoranda of their statements.* 
Although each of these might be separately considered 
as ex partCy yet the the uniformity of complaint is SQ 
marked as to leave no doubt of their substantial truth^ 
The principal grievances are such as we have repeat^; 
edly enmuerated ; their being deprived of former allow-, 
ances and privileges ; being defrauded of their time 
in and out of crop ; the enforcement of compulsorj^ 
taskwork ; the habitual use by Overseers, of illq;9il 
punishments and general ill treatment by Overseers and \ 
Special Magistrates. The conviction is forced upoi| ■ 
us^ that in this part of the island^ upon the majority of 
estates^ the worst abuser of slavery including the aggra*' \ 
vated oppression of excessive night work during crop, : 
still exist in an unmitigated form. We left Savanna 
la Mar in the afternoon for Hopeton, the residence of 
Hutchinson M. Scott, accompanied by Mc. Mur- 
ray, one of the agents of the Mico Institution, who waa 
going by the same route to his principal station in. the. 
interior. Hopeton is in the mountains on the border 
of the parishes of Westmoreland and Elizabeth. We 
were very hospitably and kindly received. In the 
evening most of the free children and many of the ap-- 
prentices attended the family worship at the great 
house. Some came also from the Bog, a neighbourbg^ 
sugar estate. 

14th. — We had the pleasure this morning of beiny 
introduced to two of the Moravian Missionaries, who 
have a station about a mile distantfrom Hopeton* 
Their church, which holds nine hundred persons, is toa 
small for their congregation. The prosperity of their 
mission in this neighbourhood is to be attributed ia 

• See Appendix F, Sec. iv. 
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part to the zealous co-operation of the Hopeton family, 
hot chiefly perhaps to the persecutions many of their 
members have had to sustain, before the introduction 
of the apprenticeship, from their overseers or propri- 
etors. Some striking instances were related to us of 
the stedfast and consistent lives of the christian negros. 
One of ihem^ who is a native African, and still an ap- 
prentice^ was described as very successful in bringing 
numbers of his ignorant and degraded brethren to a 
Imowledge of the gospel. A large number of the ap- 
prentices as well as the free children attended the 
fiunily worship this morning. Some of the Bog negros 
dso took advantage of their breakfast time to run to 
Hopeton to attend it. We were introduced afterwards 
to WiixiAM Hamilton, a man of color, who is now 
the overseer of Lenox, the sugar estate adjoining 
Hopeton, and belonging to the same proprietor. He 
was formerly a slave on the Bog, and purchased his 
freedom soon after the introduction of the appreutice- 
ahip. Though self-educated, he is evidently a person 
of an intelligent and reflecting mind, which has 
been improved by reading and disciplined by a life of 
adversity such as rarely falls even to the lot of a slave. 
We afterwards visited the school on Hopeton. It 
is supported at the expence of the proprietor, super- 
intended by a young man and his wife, two excellent 
and competent persons, sent out from England by the 
"Ladies' Society." There were about eighty children 
present, of whom forty were free children or appren- 
tices from Hopeton and Lenox, thirty free children 
from the Bog, and several the offspring of free parents. 
They were examined by their teacher and shewed great 
proficiency in reading and arithmetic, and answered 
scripture questions with great readiness. All the scho- 
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lars are clothed, and in a great measare fed by their 
kind patroness, the lady of H. M. Scott. It is a ndi* 
that all shall labor during certain hours, when some of 
the elder children turn out into the field with thdr 
little hoes, and others go into the carpenter's shop&J 
The little ones are employed to pick stones off thi .j 
ground or to carry cedar shingles. The girls of svSt^'l 
able age remain in school to learn needlework. They': 
work with the same cheerfulness with which ^tuf^' 
learn. This is the first instance we have met with cf ^ 
free children working on an estate; for not onlydotlM^^ 
free children of the apprentices on Hopeton and LenaT: 
thus apply themselves to labor, but the free childrem . 
from a neighbouring estate and even the children of' 
free parents. On these estates the evils of slaverfp: 
h{^ve, we believe, been mitigated to a greater extent; 
than on any others in Jamaica, and that not only by in* 
creasing the comforts of the negros, but by an anxious 1 
attention to their moral and religious welfare. Every 
ameliorating provision in the Abolition Act was in- 
troduced many years before 1834, and the introduce 
tion of the apprenticeship involved no change of sys* 
tem. Night work during crop had long been abolished, 
and the allowances of food and clothing were on the 
most liberal scale. The conduct of the Hopeton family 
towards their slaves has been marked by its disinte- 
restedness. The proprietor voluntarily relinquished 
those forced methods of cultivation, which ha?e 
proved so destructive of human life on other sugar 
estates. With what success, his system, so opposite 
to that generally adopted, has been pursued, may be 
imperfectly learned from the tables of the increase and 
decrease of population on the Hopeton and Lenox 
estates. In 1817, there were two hundred and ninety- 
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one slaves^ induding fifty-six under ten years of age ; 

in 1832^ three hundred and fifteen including eighty* 

tbree under ten years.* The proprietor is accustomed 

to employ his own people and all others, who apply, 

to work in their own time, for wages. None who are 

wining to work are sent away. Even young children 

and infirm people are employed and remunerated in 

'. proportiou to their ability. He is at present engaged 

in making extensive alterations in his house solely by 

&ee labor. Before the apprenticeship, as was observed 

to us, it was never contemplated to perform any work 

\mt by the labor of their own slaves. Now the negros 

ue found to be glad to work for wages, and there is 

much less trouble and more satisfaction in employing 

them as free laborers. 

In the evening we had the opportunity of conversing 
▼ith William Hamilton^ whose history has recently 



* Much valuable information respecting his mode of manage- 
Btent IB contained in the evidence given in December 1833, by 11. M. 
Scott to a '^ Committee of the Assembly appointed to enquire into 
the moral and religious improvement of the slaves." He observes 
*that his property is exdosively conducted by slaves. Keys of stores 
containing large stocks of rum and sugar are at this moment com- 
mitted to the custody of a servant liberated recently." And again, 
** A generally received opinion, that the culture of canes is neces- 
Mrily hostile to human life seems destitute of any solid foundation ; 
it IB oontiflgent not inherent when it becomes so. Where in the 
cirde of, the globe shall we find an object of culture which contri- 
^tes 80 largely to the direct sustenance of the laborer, and at the 
mne time ahnost entirely supports every animal employed in the 
cultivation of it ; or one that returns more to the soil in manure, 
vliile it supplies a redundance of fuel for the manufacture of sugar 
when it is not destroyed by ill-constructed machinery. Nothing 
then ifl wanting to make the cane what a beneficent Creator de- 
signed it to be— one of his chosen gifts to man —but the reg^ulations 
of an enlightened Government, with some salutary check on the 
cnpidity of the cultivator.' 
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excited public attention, in consequence of circumstaii- 
ces which are elsewhere alluded to.* Soon after the 
first of August, he purchased his freedom by valuation 
for two hundred and nine pounds ; afid has since been 
employed as the overseer of the Lenox estate. He 
has recently purchased seventy acres of land for hiiih 
self, on which he observed, " I employ as many laborers 
as I can get, and I find the free negros work far better 
and more cheerfully than the apprentices, and girt 
more satisfaction. The negros will do any thing for 
money. On Lenox estate, the task is one hundred uid 
four caneholes a day. They will occasionally do two 
days work in one, or more frequently three days work 
in two, and work for money on the leisure day." Hit 
testimony as to the effect of slavery on the free clasaei 
is equally striking ; " in consequence of labor having 
hitherto been considered a degradation, many of the 
free colored people will stand a poor chance, (after 18401 
in competition with the best disposed and most indus- 
trious apprentices, which is the reason that they are so 
hostile to Emancipation, as they see plainly that some 
of the negros will rise above them. There are many 
who have only two or three apprentices, upon whose 
labor they chiefly subsist, and fall themselves in con- 
sequence into idte habits and drunkenness." 

In the course of the day J. Stubge proceeded to 
Black River, which is the town and port of St. Eliza- 
beth's, where he visited the jail and workhouse. Thae 
were about fifty inmates, of whom six were life con- 
victs. The treadmill is one of English constructioa. 
The prisoners sentenced to this punishment are put 
upon it for half an hour three times a day, a puO^ 

" Bee Appendix F, Sec. ix. 
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ttbment probably less severe than a single spell of ten 
WButes lengthy on some of the treadmills in the other 
vorkhouses. He ako visited the rector of the parish « 
attached to whose living are a pen or glebe, and a num- 
ber of apprentices. In 1820, the number of slaves was 
uxty-five; at the present time there are about one 
Wndred and ten apprentices and their children. This 
k therefore another conspicuous instance of the effects 
of kind treatment. The people are allowed one day in 
ihe week in addition to the time legally due to them, 
Ib Uea erf all allowances, an arrangement satisfactory 
mi profitable to both parties. 

15th. — We took leave this morning of the hos- 
libbie fEmaily at Hopeton. Their residence is situated 
ihrat two thousand feet above the level of the sea^ and 
lessesses a very fine climate. The mountain scenery 
oa every side is grand and beautiful. We left at an 

tiriy honr^ accompanied by Mc Murray, who 

tis proceeding to his residence at Comfort, in the 
farish of Manchester. Our first stage was Holland 

citate in St. Elizabeth, the property of Gladstone 

there we staid breakfast. It is a very fine estate with 
r t large number of apprentices. During slavery the 
bombers rapidly declined, but are now supposed to be 
•taticmary. The estate school and the allowances of 
the firee children have been discontinued in consequence, 
as the book-keeper informed us, of the children refusing 
to give one or two days labor in the week in return. We 
left this property about eleven a. m. and called on our 
iray at a Mieo School by the road side^ which has been 
TCoently established. There were seventy children 
present, who were eating their ^' second breakfast," of 
cold boiled yams and cocoas, of which their parents had 
flopplied them with a very abundant meal. We after- 
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wards heard a class of intelligent little girls read 
answer questions. The master, a colored man, 
formerly the teacher of the Holland estate school, 
told us it had been discontinued because the atto] 
was ^^dissatisfied with the work of the parents, 
thought they did not behave as they should, consl 
ing their privileges.'' It is not without reason thatl 
negros suspect that their proprietors and overseeri 
proposals made apparently for their benefit^ have 
ulterior object in view. We subsequently called 

Wilton, the residence of Hylton, an est 

clergyman of the establishment. We visited a lit 
Mico School, held on the premises, where thirty 
forty children were collected. It had only 
been formed, but the scholars were in good order^ 
appeared to have already made some progress, 
arrived at Comfort late in the evening. 

16th. — ^This morning we visited the schools^ wl 
are held in wattled structures of the simplest and dbeofj^ 
est kind. The girl's school, which was taught by ^i^ 
colored young woman, was in excellent discip] 
We heard the principal class read, and the whole st 
answer scripture questions. Some of the scholars weif ] 
particularly clever and intelligent. The boys* scheiaLJ 
was in a like satisfactory condition. Before Christniai 
the children were required to make a weekly paymeiii 
of five-pence, which has since been discontinued, ani* 
the attendance has in consequence increased from fortf 1 
to one hundred and sixty. We afterwards saw ttei 
boys at breakfast. The children at this school bring!! 
their yams and other roots to be cooked for them at dm 
institution. When ready, their meal is laid on a dotk 
in the middle of thcj floor. One of the elder boys por* 
tions it out with a knife, the children bringing their tint 
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irKttle baskets one bv oce. till ill :lt^ ^crrei:. when 

gnce is said, and the meal coz:c:<e::oe\:. V-cetice^ 

dnldren come without food ; in -srhich ci^e tie otherb 

dwava manifest the utxxK^t wUlir^jrie^s *o r'r.^T\: irith 

dttm. We afterwards rode o^er M» Fiirf ^li. •.Lr ;:ri::- 

dpil station of the United Brethrer.. lis-lnr 'in -ur 

ny dunougfa Spurtree, a large per... ori "!r:.;:h there are 

ikont three hundred apprentices. We otr^erved i:i 

: tte n^ro ground:?, a considerable £ur:'.ber cf t: n^b?. 

* A neatlr constructed, and m&i:v '.f XLtzn receLtlv 

~ * 'a a 

^dtewashed. Some were orE;a2:er:!ed with curved 
Igorei of idols. On this, and several other adjacent 
properties, a night school is held osce or twice a week. 
hf the saperintendent of the Mico institution at Com- 
fort, or one of his assistants. The parish of Manches- 
tor is of great extent, and ver\' mountainous. It is 
dnefly occupied by pens and coffee plantations. It has 
fmlj one spring of fresh water, and the effects of the 
present long period of drought, are in consequence 
■ereiely felt. From the ridge which we crossed to 
Fairfield, we had a fine view of the parish of St. Eliza- 
beth, through which we passed yesterday. Part of it 
ii a level savanna, many square miles in extent, bound- 
ed by lofty hills. The alluvial plain is occupied with 
ngar estates and pens, and the light verdure of tbe 
cane fields, forms a beautiful contrast with the depth of 
the intervening pastures of guinea grass. At Fairfield 
we were introduced to two of the brethren and their 
wives. We visited the Refuge, an institution estab- 
" liahed for the reception of colored orphan ^rls. We 
had not the pleasure of examining the children in any 
of their school exercises, but they appeared to be in 
exact order, and under tbe care of a competent mistress. 
They are twenty-five in number, of whom two were 

A A 



amung a cargo of African slaves, taken out of a 
vessel, which was wrecked on the coast of Jamakl 
during the administration of Lord Mcix;ra\'e. Tbey 
were named Kitty and Susan Mllgrave, after tfoe 
Countess of Mulgrave. who took them under her own 
protection, and placed tliem at the Refuge for edacatioi] 
and maintenance when she left the island. The eldest 
of them is so far advanced in learning, as to take a part 
in teaching one of the schools supported by the " Ia- 
dies' Society." The children at the Refuge are at pre- 
aent brought up ivith a view of their becoming teachen, 
but when that class is sufficiently numerous, they will 
be placed out as domestic servants. The expence of 
supporting each child, is about ten pounds sterling pet 
annum, but the funds of the institution are go limited, 
that its directors have been recently compelled lo use 
money raised to defray the cost of building a sait- 
able school-room, for the support of the children. — 
It is worthy of more liberal assistance, as in the pre- 
sent state of society in Jamaica, it pre^aents almost the 
only means of rescuing colored orphan girls from a Bfe 
of profligacy. There are many schools in the parishn 
of Manchester, St. Elizabeth, and Westmoreland imdet 
the superintendence of the United Brethren, of which 
the only one we have seen is the excellent school on 
Hopeton before- mentioned. Of the state of the other 
schools we are unable to speak from observation, but a 
statistical account of them, as well as of their congre- 
gations, has been obligingly supplied by Brother Zors, 
the superintendent of their mission, which will be foiitui 
in the Appendix.* The Mico institution at Comfort, 
promises to he an invaluable institution, as the labon 

* See Appendix P, Sec. x. 
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F of its agents will be expended among a people who 
I have been hitherto neglected. Their establishment is 
aitiiated at a considerable elevation, with a Bay called 
Alligator Pond for its sea front twelve miles distant. 
The intervening country on the right hand is an exten- 
live savanna^ formed by the gradual slo]ie of a range 
•of hilla. It is studded with numerous locations of free 
Inown settlers, who are coffee planters, many of whom 
•cnltivateJpatcheB of land merely sufficient to serve as 
oover, for the purchase and sale of stolen produce from 

(' the larger plantations. They are generally owners of 
two or three apprentices, and are very great oppressors, 
being extremely degraded, ignorant, and debauched. 
Their jealousy frequently prevents them from allowing 
the free children of their apprentices to attend the 
ichool at Comfort, while they refuse to send their own, 
because no difference is made between the brown and 
■Uack children. In the parishes of Manchester and 
St. Elizabeth, the resident proprietors are more nu- 
merous than in other parts of the island ; they are also 
generally married, and some of them and their families 
are persons of religious character. The only mission 
stations are those of the United Brethren, who, though 
their churches comprise numerous bright and lively 
examples of personal piety, do not appear to have pur- 
sued a system sufficiently aggressive, to make much 
impression on the general mass. We are credibly in- 
brmed, by various persons acquainted with their state, 
that the negros generaUy in this part of the island, are 
more ignorant and unenlightened than elsewhere. Du- 
ring our brief stay in these parishes, we had little op- 
portunity of ascertaining the physical condition of the 
negros^ except that one gentleman in St. Elizabeth's, 
on whom we called, informed us that a neighbouring 
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planter^ who was also a magistrate^ never saffered Ik «.. 
people to leave the field till after dark, and that it ini • 
eyident by the morning and evening shellblows, thift| 
he and others defrauded them of much of their time. 

17th. — ^We took leave of our hospitable friends a 
Comfort, and proceeded to Mandeville, a little tow%^' 
delightfully situated amidst the Manchester mountain^ii^ 
We visited the workhouse, but were told by the Supoi^ ^ 
visor, that no visitor could- be admitted without an 9K^~) 
der from a magistrate. The only magistrate residing • 
in the vicinity was absent from home. He told us tfasft ^ 
a short time before, ^^ some sectarian parsons had oosMl^i 
and talked to the prisoners unknown to him, and thsl^ 4 
five of the life convicts broke prison afterwards." OH^j 
our making further inquiries, he added, that he did J 
not mean to say they broke out in consequence of any 
thing the missionaries said to them, and that it was 
a convict driver or turnkey, who had escaped and car- 
ried the other four prisoners along with him. On 
leaving Mandeville, we called on our way at the house . 
of a young man who was sent out two years ago, as a j 
schoolmaster and catechist, with the London Society's / 
missionaries. He informed us, that the order idiidi 
had excluded us from the prison, was made in conse- 
quence of himself and two of the missionaries haviif L 
gone to see an apprentice, a member of one of their 
churches, who had been recently flogged and sent to 
the workhouse, on a fictitious charge, brought forwaid 
in consequence of his giving notice to be valued, be- 
cause his master wished to remove him from one estate 
to another, many miles distant from his home and 
family. They had shaken him by the hand, and given 
him some words of comfort, and the deputy supervisor 
was standing by, while they spoke to him. 
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[ One of the London miBBionariea comes over every 
Artnight to MandevUle to preach. Their school at this 
atation is large and flourishing. It has been formed 

' about a ycar^ and few of the children knew their letters 
•et the commencement. We now heard a class of them 
lead in the Testament. The little negros pay pretty 
Rgukurly two-pence halfpenny per week, which is the 
amaUest coin in Jamaica. There are also some colored 
iUldren of free parents, who pay one shilling and eight- 
pence per week. As this part of the island is nearly 
destitiite of other means, the efforts of the London 
visBumariea to extend education and religious instruc- 
tion, are likely to be peculiarly useful. We arrived in 
the evening at Poms in Clarendon, the station of W. 
Slattkb, one of the London missionaries. He ac- 
companied us to Whitney, an estate in the neighbour- 
ing mountains, belonging to Lord Ward. It is in 
pomt of scenery, one of the most beautiful we have 
leen^ being perfectly level, and surrounded by a com- 
pete circle of hills. It appeared as if it had once been 
the bed of a lake, or rather was the bottom of an im- 
mense crater, whose innermost sides were covered with 
native forest. The overseer received us politely, and 
St our request shewed us the hospital. We found it 
kicked, and waited till the key was fetched. There 
were in it two patients. It was very clean, having been 
recently whitewashed. The dark room was locked, but 
the overseer sent for the key. When it was opened, the 
lig^t from the door just sufficed to shew that there was 
lome one within. On being called, a woman came out, 
who was asked by the overseer, who sent her ? She 
replied, " the bookkeeper.** " What for ? " "I have 
done nothing. Sir ; the bookkeeper said I was laughing." 
The overseer said something about the bookkeeper's 

A A 3 
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'^ stretch of authority," and ordered the woman to fol- 
low us to the boiling-house. He asked the bookkeeper 
why she had been sent, and charged him with an undue 
exercise of power. The bookkeeper said, ^^ you ordered 
me Sin to lock up the people for disobedience of orders." 
He could not howeyer explain of what the apprentice 
had been guilty, while she asserted that he had called 
her obscene names, which he did not deny. We after- 
wards ascertained that locking up is a frequent puniah- 
ment on this estate,* and it was evident that the book- 
keeper had not exceeded the common usages on this oc- 
casion. By this unexpected occurrence we became 
eye witnesses of a common species of punishmenti 
which is illegally practised on estates to a great extent, 
without any reference to the Special Magistrate. 

18th. — We left Poms this morning for Four Paths, 
in the interior of the parish of Clarendon, the resi- 
dence of W. G. Barrett, another of the Independent 
Missionaries. We attended the Special Magistrates' 
Court, which is held here once a fortnight. There were ^ 
several Overseers present, some of whom were local ^ 
magistrates. Notice was given by four or five appren- ^ 
tices to be valued at a future Court. Two were valued x 
to day. The first was a woman named Elizabeth ^ 
Francis, whose owner, a man of color, swore she wbi "^ 
worth two shillings and sixpence per day. Two over- ^ 
seers appraised her at the same amount. The woman ^ 
herself and her husband both pleaded that she was j 
sickly and not able to work regularly. In the course 
of the proceedings it incidentally appeared, that tbe 
woman was accustomed till recently to work out tot 

* We have a list of eight apprentices vho were punished in 
this way without any order from a magistrate hy this overseer is 
the short space of one week. 
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as a domesticj a circumBtance which made it evi- 
dent she was a non-predial. This conclusion was 
however carefully avoided, and the poor people were 
too ignorant of their own rights to be aware of the 
in^ortanoe of the distinction. Her husband wished to 
give evidence to the state of her health, but one of the 
local magistrates silenced him by saying ^' Ar'n't you 
going to advance the money? We don't want your 
evidence:'^ although they had taken the evidence on 
OBfth of her master, a person equally interested on the 
other side. She was valued as a predial for sixty-three 
poonds. The next valuation was of a predial appren- 
tice named Thomas Brown, who though a much 
itronger and more able negro, was also rated at two 
shillings and sixpence per day, or sixty-five pounds for 
his remaining term of apprenticeship. His case how- 
erer was only comparatively less unjust than the pre- 
ceding, as a coffee planter in the neighbourhood told 
08 he could procure as much labor as he wanted at one 
dulling and eight-pence per day. In a case of com- 
plaint, which was decided at this Court, where the pri- 
Mmer was sent for five days to the treadmill, the 
i^agiatrate, J. K. Dawson, observed to the overseer, 
*'You will understand when I send apprentices to the 
tieadmill, they are to repay the time." This, though 
a frequent practice, is grossly illegal and contrary to 
the express instructions of the Governor, and exposes 
the apprentice to the dangers and temptations of starva- 
tion, as in Jamaica the negros are now solely dependent 
on labor in their own time for subsistence. 

In the evening we accompanied the minister to a 
station in the Clarendon mountains, about six miles 
distant from Four Paths. It commands a beautiful 
view of the adjoining parish of Vere, which is a level 
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plain extending to the sea, and about twelve milei 
square, with a hill of singular form called '^Tbe 
Camps,'' rising alone in the centre of it. It is almoft . 
exclusively cultivated with the cane, and contains a 
population of twelve ^thousand apprentices. There is 
no resident missionary in the parish, a circumstance in 
part accounted for by the difficulty of procuring land 
for buildings, as it is altogether occupied by large 
estates. Vere is one of the most wealthy parishes, and 
one therefore in which there are not more than one or 
two resident proprietors. These are most numerona in 
the impoverished districts, a circumstance worthy of re- 
mark, as proving that the immense productivencM of ' 
the colonies, tends to enrich only the proprietors of 
the soil residing in splendor at a distance, and is of 
little benefit to their own agricultural population. We 
lodged at the house of a respectable colored womaoy 
who cultivates a small coffee plantation. In her house 
the minister had a small evening congregation of 
negros. 

I9th. — ^This morning service was held at an early r 
hour in a rude shed, which has been erected on the ^ 
premises of an intelligent negro, who has purchased hii | 
freedom, and is now cultivating coffee and provisioni V 
on his own freehold. The congregation consisted of ^ 
one hundred and twenty persons, and the service of | 
singing and prayer, and the practical and funiliar I 
exposition of a psalm. As soon as it was concluded 
we returned to Four Paths, most of the congregation 
following on foot. The remainder of the day was al- 
most entirely occupied in teaching and the usual public 
worship. The missionary and his wife and sister have 
taught nearly one hundred children who were igno- 
rant of the alphabet, to read during their brief resi- 
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deoce. Tbey have also distributed the "gix't book" to 
about sixty of the apprentices whom they have them- 
•elves taught to read. This magnificeot present of the 
BiUe Society still continues to be exceedingly useful 
10 inciting children and even adults to learn to read. 
In one of the adult classes was an old African woman, 
who read intelligibly in the Testament, having been 
tanght from her letters. The congregation at this 
itadon was composed of about two hundred persons, 
.Mifmblrd in a small temporary shed, for this purpose,, 
med till a chapel which is erecting shall be finished. 
Iliey were rery attentive to the sermon and exposition 
of the scripture. 

. A squalid old man came this afternoon to the mis- 
rionary's house« and begged that we would give him 
a letter to his master^ that he might return to the 
ertate, having been in the bush (a runaway) five weeks. 
During slavery it was a custom for repentant runaways 
to get an intercessory letter from some friend of their 
masters^ or even from a stranger^ to save them from 
punishment. It was a point of honor and of policy to 
attend to such requests^ as the planters, in a country 
of mountain fastnesses like this, were glad to get their 
laborers back on any terms. The account this negro 
gave was as follows : — ^He belongs to a neighbouring 
ooffiee planter, whose apprentices had to work at a dis- 
tance of seven or eight miles from their homes. They 
were expected to be at the place of work early on 
Monday morning, though they had to carry a week's 
provisions on their heads besides their hoes. They 
were threatened with punishment for being late, on 
which they went to the Special Magistrate, Chamber- 
lains, who gave them a letter to their master and told 
them that he must allow them sufBicient time to go and 
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return every week. Their niasU'i' tore the paper li 
before their eyes and took tliein away to Cbapelton. 
n distance of twenty miles, where a magistrate was to 
be found who gave general satisfaction to the planteni, 
and who accordingly sent severEil of them to the tread- 
niiil for tea days, and required them to repay the time 
by working on their Saturdays. When they came 
out this man fouud his provision ground, which wai 
near the pasture, destroyed by the cattle, and being 
now bereft of his time, he was left destitute of food. 
He ran away to Spanish Town to appeal to the Go- 
vernor, but did not succeed in obtaining admittance 
at the King's House, and being afraid of punishment 
for his absence fled to thebuah. We could not learn how 
he came to hear of our being at Four Paths, or to thinlt 
of applying tu us. His evident distress placed us in 
a painful dilemma, as we have hitherto suffered nothin|; 
to divert us from our resolution to pass through the 
country as spectators only. We at length concluded 
to give him a letter to the Special Magistrate, request- 
ing his favorable interference.* 

This district of Clarendon was favored till recently 
with the presence of a faithful magistrate, an intelli- 
gent young man of color named Chamberlains. 
About two mouths since he was removed by Sir Lionel 
Smith, by exchange with the present magistrate ; who 
on the other hand, had been charged with oppressive 
conduct in his former district in St. Thomas in the 
East. Special Justice Lyon, an intelligent and up- 

* This gentleman haa since infaimed ua, that the runaway wu •! 
his request piirdoned. His letter contiuna explanatious intended U 
give a favourable impression of th« treatment of the apprentices on 
the estate iu question ; but all the material points of the tii 
case are admitted or feebly palliated. 
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t man, has also recently been removed from St. 
nas in the East^ to the opposite end of the island, 
out any assigned cause. The planters, encouraged 
beir recent success in these two instances, and in 
of Dr. Palmer, are again plotting against several 
le unpopular magistrates, who persist in endea- 
ing to do justice to the apprentices. A planter, 
is also a barrister and leading member of Assem- 
haa recently sent a circular letter to the overseers 
lis neighbourhood, requesting them to meet and 
are a memorial and affidavits against Chamber- 
rK, who has scarcely been two months in his new 
ict. He promises that he will lay the respective 
avits before the Governor and enforce them by all 
ns in his power. If the upright magistrates con- 
e to be thus left unsupported by the Home Govem- 
t, and exposed to these intrigues in the colony, not 
of them will be able to retain his commission. 
We had several opportunities during our stay in 
rendon of conversing with the negros. Their state- 
its will be found with others of a similar kind.^ 
eral of them who had been sent to the treadmill 
tbited on their legs the scars of the severe injuries 
ch they had received. Their complaints were prin- 
illy of frauds of time, and of as large or larger an 
innt of task-work being extorted from them than 
ing slavery in spite of the legal restriction of the 
rs of labor. There were al^o several instances of a 
imon but flagrant abuse, where women with six 
dren or upwards, were compelled to work in the 
I, who had been accustomed during slavery to " sit 
n*' or required only to attend to light work. From 

• See Appendix F, See. iv. 
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the information we were able to obtain, it appeared 
that the eight hour system* was generally enforced ia 
this parish ; and that the apprentices were defrauded 
to a great extent of their time. There is one propri- 
etor, however, Albxandhe Bravo, of whom his n^roa 
invariably gpeak in terms of gratitude fur his just ami 
kind treatment of them. The state of things on many 
of the estates is indicated by the following anecdoU. 
A liberal overseer of a large estate complained tti onr 
informant, that "he was compelled to defiraud tlie 
apprentices every day of their time. If his make of 
sugar were to be reduced, it would be deemed no 
I excuse by his attorney, to say that he could not pro- 

duce more with the amount of labor, which the appreo- 
Itices are by law required to give. The rejoinder 
would be, " What do they do on the adjoining estates ?" 
We did not go into Vere, and have no information 
of the state of the apprentices in that important parieh, 
except that the non-predials are likely to be detuned 
in slavery till the year 1840. Two of the missionaries 
of the London Society informed us that a local magis- 
trate of Vere observed in their presence, that in that 
I 
tc 
1^ 



Where the negroa, as is the case in Jamaica, support thon- 
setvesb; working in their proviaion grounda, the; are required bjtb* 
work only forty and half hours instead of forty-Eve hoon per 
week. Under the eight hour system the forty and half houra are di- 
vided intii live daya of about eight working houra each ; . 
ment by which the iiegros are effectually deprived of the half-d^ (f 
~ialf workiDg hours, which was givea theia by law si H 
equivalent foFj rations or Bupplies of food. Ab their proririoO 
grounds are usually several miles from their hooaea, the distribufioa 
of the liiue over several days destroys it for any useful purpose H 
the Iiegros. The Enforcement of the eight hour byatem is thcrefoH 
oppressive, heaides which it ia frequently made the pretext of ^' 

torting five days labor of nine or • — ' — ■- ---- ' * ■*- 

legal amount of forty and half houn 
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parish, "they had abolished the dUtiiiction between 
predial and non-predial, by making all the apprentices 
ftediah." 

20th. — ^We returned early this morninir to Spanish 
Town. 

22nd. — ^We observed to dav in the streets six or 
wren women, several of whom were hand-ciitTod, in 
tihe coBtody of the police by whom they had been appre- 
hended as runaway apprentices. They were subse- 
quently taken before a Special Magistrate, when it 
ippeared, that there was no proof that they were ap- 
s prentices except that they could not produce their 
'ftee papers." They were in fact free, and had been 
taken, some from their own houses and others from 
tteir peaceable avocations. They were of course 
fiberated, and the police reprimanded, but the injured 
fttties received no compensation for their loss of time, 
or for the outrage committed on them. 

We were to day in the company of one of the Bap- 
tist missionaries who is a creole by birth, and one 
of a family who though they have all been brought up 
in contact with slavery, have cleared themselves from 
its contaminating connexion. His brotlier, now resi- 
dent in England, has manumitted his apprentices and 
directed a considerable amount received as compensa- 
to be expended for their benefit. The present esti- 
mable individual mentioned to us, that one old negro 
is now a member of his church, who was formerly one 
of their domestic slaves, and whom, he was accustomed, 
irben a boy, to strike and beat at his pleasure ; and 
liiat the recollection of this makes him deeply feel the 
lebt of kindness which he owes him. 

23rd. — ^We arrived to day in Kingston where we 
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had the pleasure of meeting our friend and f^Sbsw 
voyager, Dr. Lloyd . 

26th. — We attended this morning the Baptist Cha- 
pel ill East Queen-Btreet, the largest of their congre- 
gations in Kingston. The auditory comprised about 
two thousand persons, of whom a large prapoiiioD 
were negros. They were very attentive. 

28th. — We rode over this morning to Papine, ibt 
estate of J. B. Wildmax, and saw the school in wM(^ 
were about thirty children, many being absent in con- 
sequence (if its being Easter week. Their proficiency 
was not remarkable, but the greater number were at its 
commencement, about a year ago, ignorant of their 
letters. 

29tli. — We visited the school connected with the 
Baptist church in East Queen-street, There were 
about one hundred and sLxty children present, of whom 
thirty formed an infant school. The attendance wag 
considered small in consequence of the Easter bolidaya. 
Many of the scholars had made considerable progress 
in geography, grammar, and cyphering, and wrote also 
very neatly. A large proportion were colored, and one 
or two were white. We were introduced to day W 
E. B. LvoN. He informed us that he had valued one 
hundred and sixty apprentices, since the commence- 
ment of the present system. Nearly all of them hail 
subsequently been under his own observation, and con- 
ducted themselves in the most industrious and orderly 
manner.* He remarked that in the early part of the 
apprenticeship, the valuations of predials by himadf 
and the associated local magistrates, averaged five and 
six doubloons ; now for a fraction of the term they Jje 

• See Apjiendix F, Sec. xi. 
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■ppraised Bt nine sod ten. Domestics were then 
valued at from four to five doubloons, yrho lire now for 
the short remaining [*criod of their Bcrvlce eatimated 
at the ssme mt«. 'I'beae rcmsrks euUreJy coincide 
with our own obseri-ations, and with the facta stated 
to OS by many other individuals. 

30tb.— -We saw to day Duncan Paterson, ae 
q^r^tjce from St. Thomas in the East, who, five 
months o^o, gave notice to be valued ; and ^om that 
time to the present, has duly every week attended the 
L Court of the Special Magistrate, but hao been hitherto 
L^MfiesfifulIy baffled by bis master. The foUowing ia 
^^^htateiueiit, and we learn from other authority that 
^^H^pKrticulars are true. " When my master took a 
^new partner he made the people verj- unliappy, and 
used frequently to lock them up in the dungeon and 
wdered their salt fish to be taken from them. Three 
times last year I was locked up in the dungeon from 
night till morning without food or water. He com- 
plained th^it we did not turn out early on Monday 
morning, though we had to go ten or eleven mile« to 
work, with our tools and a week's provision on our 
heads. The magistrate ordered every other Saturday 
to be taken from us. The last time I was locked up 
vas for complaining to the magistrate about our allow- 
ance, I became so unhappy that about three months 
Christmas I applied to Mr. Hiiwrrr to be valued, 
to the court house every Saturday, but my mas- 
it pnt off every week till Christmas, when he got 
iatrate who valued me at ninety-six pounds 
[Hewitt spoke against it and wrote to the Gover- 
I have been down every Saturday to the Court 
and have not been able to get it settled. I have 
been to Spanish Town, but was not allowed to 
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speak to the Governor, but am sent hack to the same 
magistrate." 

30th. — We visited to day several of the principaL 
public iastitutions in Kingston, accompanined by R. 
OsBon>", who is a member of the Corporation. We 
went first to the General Hospital nhich is supported 
by the island at a large annual expence. The patients 
are in small wards containing threp or four beds in each. 
There were nearly two Iiundred, of whom a large pro- 
portion were sailors, chiefly Europeans and foreigners. 
No class however is excluded, except the apprentices, 
who are presumed to be provided medical and sui^tcal 
attendance by their employers. The arrangements of 
this institution, including the medical attendance, 
the diet, and the admirable cleanliness of the apart- 
ments, appeared to be well adapted to secure the com- 
fort and convalescence of its inmates, except that the 
number of patients was too large for the accommoda- 
tion. Adjoining the hospital were two ranges of build- 
ings for the reception of violent maniacs. The want of 
space here also ^as an obvious inconvenience. Three 
oi' four patients being frequently confined in a single 
small apartment. We were informed that several homi- 
cides had been committed by these unfortunate people in 
their paroxysms — the most viulent cases were Euro- 
peans. 

We next visited Wolmer's Free School; a fonndar 
tion endowed with a large sum of money, left many 
years ago by the individual whose name it bears, for 
the education of white children. The trust is admin- 
istered by the Corporation, who in 1815 threw it open 
to all classes without any distinction of color. The 
present master, Ebknezer Rf.id. is not only well 
qualified for the situation he fills, but deeply interested 
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in tbe caote of edncatioii genendly. As it was the 

Easter wedL the attendance at Wolmer's was not more 

ftao one Imndred and fifty ; the number on the list 

^tiog abmxt five hundred of both sexes^ and the average 

ttteadaaoe proporitonably large. Our time permitted 

as to make only a cursory survey, but we are inclined 

to premoance Wolmer's the best school we have seen 

k ibe West indies. The plan comprehends a general 

iBBtraction in the physical sciences in addition to the 

littl roatine. The French and Spanish languages are 

also taught^ being necessary acquirements for those who 

mpire to employment in the stores and counting 

hDusee of the Kingston merchants. The proportion 

of white to colored children is about one in five. The 

testimony of the master to the intellectual equality of 

die faces is very striking. He observes ^' For the last 

flurty-eight years I have been employed in this city 

ia the tiution ' of all classes and colors, and have no 

hesitation in saying that the children of color are 

equal both in conduct and ability to the white. They 

h?e always carried off more than their proportion of 

piizes^ and at one examination, out of seventy prizes 

svarded^ sixty-four were obtainedjby children oiF color/' 

Adjoining Wolmer's is an infant school in an excel- 

k&t state of discipline, which was commenced and for 

«ome years taught gratuitously by a daughter of E. 

Rbid. It is now supported by the Corporation out of 

the fund of Wolmer's bequest. There are two other 

pnblic schools in this neighbourhood, one under tbe 

patronage of the Bishop, and the other supported by 

tabscription and called the " Union School." We are 

are informed that the Governor lately inspected these 

schools and expressed his surprise and pleasure at find- 
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ing white children learning with those of color ; observe 
iug that it was a step in advance of Barbados* 

From the schools we proceeded to the workhouse^ 
To say that the premises are neat^ would be too feeble > 
they are really beautiful^ and suggest to a casual visitor 
ideas of pleasure rather than punishment. There is .a 
large square court, surrounded with a border of graa^^ 
in which are planted rows of pine-apple plants. In the 
centre of the court are the solitary cells, and the build* 
ing for the treadwheels ; and it is inclosed by ranges 
of buildings comprising the sleeping apartments, stoie 
rooms, dispensary, &c. The premises on the south 
side are close to the sea, and are devoted chiefly to 
idiotic and maniacal patients. There are seventy pri-r 
soners, of whom one third are white soldiers, and the 
remainder male and female apprentices. There were 
about thirty sentenced to the treadmills, of which there < 
are two of humane construction, and whose speed is^ 
regulated by machinery. The prisoners are divided 
into two spells, and work alternate quarters of an hour, j 
from six a. m. to five p. m. with the intermission of one ?J 
hour only for breakfast. They are not strapped on the .. 
wheel. The women were not supplied with a suitable -^ 
dress, which is indispensable to decency on the tread- j 
mill. The male apprentices only are chained within ,j 
the workhouse, but the females are also chained who 
work on the public roads in the penal gang. No 
shackles or fetters are used at night. There was only 
one prisoner, a white soldier, in the solitary cells, . 
which are better ^constructed and ventilated than any 
we have yet seen. There are eleven life convicts, who ' 
are chiefly slaves convicted of burglary. The diet of 
the prisoners is three pounds avoirdupois of ground 
maize, and one large shad per diem. In a room and 
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yard detached from the otL?r prelni^e^. were four pa- 
tients, affected with the disease called ** cocobav/' one 
.of the most dreadful forms of leprosy, which is happily 
not Teiy common in Jamaica. One of them had lost 
most of the joints of his hands and feet, and bis ankles 
q>peared to ha^e spontaneously dislocated : the faces 
of others were shockingly disfigured. 
/ We next visited the county jail, in which also there 
are about seventy prisoners. The premises are so 
• hmited as to render classification impossible. Among 
those in confinement, are several crown witnesses 
against prisoners to be tried at the next session, who 
tte unable to find bail for their appearance. Their case 
appears peculiarly hard, as they are cognizant of crime 
only as accidental spectators. One fine young man 
has been thus incarcerated for several months, who is 
evidence against some horse stealers. Besides the irk- 
aomeness of their situation, the confinement and society 
' of the prison must exercise a most deteriorating elTect 
on the energies and habits of laboring persons. The 
greater number of the prisoners were collected for us 
to gee them, and placed in two separate rows ; of which 
one consisted of those awaiting their trial, and the 
other of convicts under sentence of transportation, 
many of whom had been waiting for several years for 
tteir sentences to be carried into effect. The prisoners 
of both classes, with a few exceptions, had shackles 
and bolts on their feet. They are kept in utter idle- 
ness ; the only relief to which is, that a humane visit- 
ing magistrate has recently ordered that one of the 
prisoners shall teach the others to read, which he does 
for a short time every night and morning. A separate 
department of the jail is appropriated for debtors, who 
are allowed two shillings and sixpence a day for their 



support, and the criminals one shilling and threC-pencS, 
which sumE are paid them in money. The only agree- 
able feature in the present state of the jail, is the fact 
that there are only seven or eight women in the whok 
number of prisoners 

4th. Month, 2nd. (April,} — We went thismominj 
to the Kirk, which is the largest and most costly place 
of worship in the city. The minister ih liberally sup- 
ported at the public expence. His congregation is 
small, and composed almost exdusively of the wealthy 
merchants and their families. The number of black 
and colored persona in the small unpewed portion of 
the gallery, did not exceed twenty. There is bat one 
service in the week. 

3rd. — We were introduced to day to AldensM 
Netbehsole, an intelligent and public spirited inta- 
zeu ; and we are informed, it is principally owing to 
his exertions, that the Kingston Workhouse is in ilt 
present creditable state. He is the proprietor of i 
large establishment, for tanning and manufacturing 

I leather articles of every description. His numeroui 
workmen and apprentices in the manufactory, are neariy 
all black and colored free persons, and he considers 
that for skill and good conduct, they will bear com- 
parison with those of any English establishment. We 
were shewn over the premises, and the respectable ap- 
pearance and industry of the workmen, and the qualitf 
of their manufacture, as far as we could judge of i^ 
corresponded with the account we had received. In 
the tan-yard, which we had not time to visit, nativt 
products are used for tanning, of which the principll. 
are the mangrove, and the seed pods of a tree caUeJ] 
the divey — divey, which is found on the Spanish Mj 
The latter contains seventy per cent, of tanners. 
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duns are tanned in six or eight months, and the leather 
fa nearlvs if not quite equal in quality to that of Eiig- 
Esh manufacture. Alderman Netiieiisolk may be said 
to have introduced this n<.*w and valuable branch of 
iiduBtry into the colony. Artizans^ wlio have learned 
their trade in his establishment, are now setting up for 
tiiemselves in various parts of the island. Tlierc is 
also in Kingston a large manufactor}', where cabinet 
work is executed in the native hard woods, in a style 
vfliat would not discredit any European establishment. 
L We had to-day the pleasure of making the ac- 
Moaintance of Richard Panton, an estimable clergy- 
t man of the Church of England, now connected \vith 
• fhe Church Missionary Society, but who recently re- 
' tided in St. Thomas in the East. Some of the Special 
Magistrates in that parish, are in the habit of punish- 
ing the apprentices by the forfeiture of their Satur- 
days to the estates. The consequences of this practice 
; came under his notice in the following manner : It was 
his custom at church, to read over the names of the 
ipprentice members every Sabbath, and require a rea- 
lonable excuse on behalf of such as were absent. This 
practice was adopted in order to maintain the strictest 
pastoral oversight over convicts so peculiarly exposed 
to the unfavorable influences of a degraded state of 
^ sodety. A reason constantly given by the ncgros for 
i absence was, that having been deprived of their Satur- 
days by the Special Magistrate, they were compelled to 
go to their provision grounds on the Sabbath. As an in- 
stance of their acumen, and of their sense of the degra- 
dation of slavery, he mentioned that some years ago, a 
I clergyman preached in his church, who addressed the 
! negros affectionately and appropriately, but introduced 
that portion of his discourse intended for them, with 
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tbe words^ ^' my flhye brethren/' At the coudu 
the negros appealed to manifest much displeasore 
on being asked the reason said, '' strai^ Huniste 
bad ;*' and that when they stood b^re God in his 
house, there was no longer any distinction of condi 
In proof of whidi, they quoted the text, ^ In C 
there is neither male nor female, bond nor free ;'' 
enquired whether the minister in addressing his 
gregation did not always say, '^ my brethren,'' 
never ^'my sisters/' Omr informant acknowk 
that the idea su^ested in this inquiry, though 
sistent with his own practice, had not occurred to 
before. 

ftth. — ^We crossed the harbour to Port Royal 
late in the evening Joseph Sturge embanked on I 
the Orbit packet, on his return, via New York^ to 1 
land. 
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JOVtOfAl, OF WILUAX LLOYD* AXD THOMAS HARVEY. 

8th. — Wb aet out to-day on a journey to the east 
^ of the iahmd. Our first stage was Yallahs' Bay, 
k the parish of St. David, nineteen miles from Kings- 
ton. Our kind friend J. Tinson, has a station at Yal- 
Idis, where he was spending a few days with his family. 
We accompanied him to see an old African, residing a 
ihort distance from the Bay, in the negro village of a 
ndghbouring pen. He was a man of venerable mien, 
and though he has been so long in this country, he can 
scarcely speak English intelligibly, but can read and 
write Arabic. He wrote at our request, his own Afri- 
can name Arouna, and also some words which he said 
vere a prayer before meat, a formula, we presume, he 
was about to use, as he was just sitting down to dinner 
iriien we entered. He told us that he was one of the 
loyal family of the ^Houssa tribe «)f the Mandingo na- 
tion, and enumerated the names of various tribes in the 
ndnity of Hoossa, which he Baid was three months 
Aom tiie coast. It has been noticed that the educated 

* Dr. Llotd, not having yet returned to this country, the enBuing 
dbapter has not had the advantage of his revision, and his companion 
ii therefore solely responsible for its contents. 
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Mohammedan negros speak the worst English. Theyjj 
are less frequently converted to Christianity ; and Uk' 
cases where they have become nominal believers, thejf^ 
have been found to blend it, with the superstitions oR 
their forefathers. The employment of this old nuriij 
was to keep his master's garden in order. A str 
ran through it, one part of which he had made wi 
and deeper, and had thrown a bower over it. In 
shaded reservoir he kept some mullets which came 
his call to feed out of his hand. 

One of the most interesting objects in this neigl 
bourhood is a silk cotton tree, of an extraordinary si 
growing on the bank of a rivulet. It is about 
hundred feet in circumference and each of its branci 
is equal to a large tree. The trunk of the silk co 
tree is frequently smooth and rises gradually taperiq 
to a great height, at which it throws out its arms 
right angles. When the tree attains, as in tl 
instance a very vigorous growth, the trunk near 
root gradually expands into angular buttresses, whi 
support the weight of its immense limbs. Two oppo- 
site arms of this tree extend to a distance of one huiw 
dred and seventy-three feet ; and its huge roots, stretch^ 
ing out above the surface in every direction, appear 
cover a rood of ground. 

9th. — ^The Sabbath. We were awakened thit; 
morning by the notes of the mock-bird, which is thiii 
only one that can be properly termed a bird of song; 
It is a species of thrush, though universally in thff 
West Indies known as the nightingale. TTie early ^ 
morning, at a distance from town, is delightful. The ! 
fierce heat of a tropical sun is abated by the cool and 
refreshing dews of night, and all is hushed, but voices 
and sounds expressive of the happiness of animated 
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latare. We were disappointed in our hope of spend- 
ii^ a few quiet hours at our inn. Three or four par- 
ties of overseers in gigs, with servants following them 
tith led horses, came in, in succession, to breakfast, 
md soon converted the place into a scene of bustle. 
ney were on their way to Kingston Assizes ; but it is 
Aot an unusual custom to travel in this style on the 
Sibbath, visiting their friends on distant estates. The 
ttorniDg service at the Baptist mission station, com- 
menced at ten o'clock. The chapel, which is capable 
of holding about three hundred, was completely filled, 
wd some remained standing outside ; the whole were 
ttfj attentive ; at the conclusion, a couple were mar- 
ried^ who had been long waiting in consequence of the 
ftfesal of the Rector of the parish to marry them with- 
oot a permit from the attorney, which they could not 
I'itfetain.* Not long after the ceremony, the Lord's 
^Sopper was administered to about eighty communi- 
tknts. There was another short service in the evening, 
ifctended by a few who lived in the neighbourhood. 

10th. — In the course of the morning, we visited the 
pirish workhouse, which is situated about four miles 
from the Bay, in a valley surrounded by high moun- 
tains, near the bed of a mountain stream. At present, 
^ this rivulet is only a few feet wide, but in the rainy 
Mteon, it occupies a plain, across which a chain 
bridge has been attempted to be thrown, but became a 
FOUi before it was completed. Its span was three hun- 
Aed and fifty feet. The workhouse is a neat, little 
btulding^ recently erected. It has no treadmill, and 
its inmates, four or five in number only, were employed 
far hire as a penal gang, on the neighbouring estates, 
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in tncir occupation ; ana tne cnimren seemed to 
profited by the pains bestowed upon them^ thoug 
school has been established too recently for any m 
proficiency to be manifest. There were fifty-one 
lars on the list. "^This school is the only one i 
parish, which comprises a negro population of ten 
sand souls. A building is being erected on the 
mises of the Baptist mission station, for a schoc 
is impeded by want of funds. This appears to b 
of the parishes most destitute of the means of im 
tion, and the ni^gros are represented to be amon 
most ignorant and benighted. 

11th. — ^We proceeded early in the morning t( 
rant Bay, in the parish of St. Thomas in the E 
little town and port about twelve miles distant 
Yallahs. We were introduced to M. Hodge, a 
sionury of the London Society at this station, \ 
on the point of quitting the island. He kindly a 
panied us to the parish school, where there were 
forty children, chiefly colored. We heard a clasi 
jugate a difficult verb, spontaneously selected, in 
creditable manner. We next visited the school at 
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is such as infrequency of use alone can excuse. The 

workhouse is some distance from the town^ and is a 

eonvenient and well arranged set of premises. The 

present number of inmates is twenty-nine, of whom 

leventeen are life convicts. Nearly as many more of 

these last have escaped, some of whom, wc were told, 

liad not been heard of for years. The penal gang, both 

men and women, work in chains. The treadmill was 

in operatiou. The prisoners work, as at Kingston, 

dtemate quarters of an hour, from six to five, with the 

intermibsion of only one hour for breakfast. The mill 

k difficult to regulate, and of bad construction, though 

.lOQch better than many others we have seen. There 

were four prisoners on it, one of whom was a woman, 

and another a white man, a sailor. They had not 

tnitable dresses. The Supervisor said, that both men 

and women were *^ touched with the whip" when they 

Vould not tread the mill ; but they are not strapped to 

the handrail imless refractory. 

In the afternoon we accompanied M. Hodge to 
Belvidere^ a large estate, a few miles distant from Mo> 
nnt Bay. The apprentices have erected a chapel upon 
it, entirely by their own labor. It is a neat wattled 
itructure^ capable of holding five hundred persons. 
We regarded it with no little interest, as a convincing 
proof of the desire of the negros for religious instruc- 
tion. M • Hodge has two estate stations, this, and one 
at an equal distance from the Bay on the opposite side, 
at an estate called Retreat. These stations are supplied 
every Sabbath by himself and the catechist in turn ; 
and in the afternoon he preaches at Morant Bay. Be- 
rides the establishment of the principal school, he has 
also distributed some of the Gift Books to apprentices, 
who have learned to read. Belvidere is a very fine cs- 
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tate, and belongs to a French Nobleman, Count Frke^ 
MAN. His late resident attorney was President of the 
Council, and on one or two occasions, administered 
the Government of the colony. He was kind and in^ 
dulgent to the slaves. The present attorney also, is 
said to be liberally disposed, while the proprietor has 
directed certain allowances to be curtailed. We walked 
through a part of the negro village ; many of the houses 
are large and comfortable. The whole were almost 
concealed in the shade of plantains, cocoa nut, and 
bread fruit trees. We conversed with a respectable 
and intelligent negro, who complained that the wfitch- 
man had been taken away from their provision grounds^ 
and the cattle of the estates turned into them. He said 
they were compelled to buy provisions from the Bi^jTi 
for their support, and that their principal dependence : 
was now upon their fruit trees. The overseer told thenp 
they would soon be free, and must not expect their old 
privileges. He said that during crop, they receiv@d 
ten-pence when they worked in the night, but that 
their half Fridays were taken from them, for which 
they received no pay. On our mentioning these cir^ 
cumstances to our companion, he said, that the negros 
on Belvidere were as fine a set of well-disposed laborer? \ 
as could be found any where ; and that tba overseer ^ 
had often told him, they did more work within the 
hours than formerly ; it is therefore most ipipolitic, ^ 
well as unjust, to pursue such a courge towards them* 
We looked over the hospital^ in whiqh ware sevewl 
cases of fever and measles. The latter dises^se ha^ 
been very prevalent in almost every part of the island* 
We have seen many cases of it, but it appears to as- 
sume a very mild form. We have not heard ^ single 
instance in which it has proved fatal. The great house 
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on Belvidere^ is one of she best mansions we have seen^ 
and is delightfully situated on an eminence^ immediately 
ftbove the cane grounds. It commands a fine view of 
tbe Bay^ the shore of which is marked by a long line 
of cocoa nut trees. This beautiful palm is the first tree 
tibat greets the eye of the voyager, on approaching the 
tropics, and from being introduced in all representa- 
tions of tropical scenery, it appears when first seen, 
at once a novel and familiar object. 

12th. — We came this morning to Bath, through 
Port Morant. Our route to the latter place was prin- 
cipally by the sea side. This country is highly culti- 
Tttted to the base of the nearest range of hills from the 
ooast^ which are cleared of their forest, and covered with 
ieep rich verdure. Port Morant is situated on a very 
fine harbor. After leaving it we turned off into the 
interior^ through a very beautiful country. The road 
18 rocky and mountainous. Bath is so enveloped in its 
grove of cocoa nut, palmetto and bread-fruit trees, 
as to be invisible at a distance, though a site so marked 
indicates as certainly the presence of human habitations 
as a view of spires or chimneys in Europe. Bath is a 
tieautiful little town and harmonises in every respect 
with the magnificent scenery in which it is embosomed. 
It consists of a single street of houses, placed at con- 
vienient distances apart, the road shaded on each side 
with trees, principally the palmetto and Tahitian apple, 
the dust of whose beautiful crimson blossoms almost 
cof^d the road. In the course of the morning we 
visited the Botanic Garden, which like the one in St. 
Andrews^ has been formed for the reception of East- 
em tropical trees and plants. The Assembly has 
i^cently discontinued its annual grant, and in conse- 
quence it is at present neglected, but still contains 
c c 3 



3M JAMAICA. 

many fine trees and shrubs. There ure several appren- 
ticea attached to it, one of whom, the head gardener, 
shewed us over it. 

There are two schools in Bath, one a private day 
school and the other a Mico school; the latter has 
been established only three months. It is attended 
by upwards of eixty children, who are all taught oa 
the infant system, though some of them are tec or 
twelve years of age. Some of the scholars have already 
made considerable progress in reading. Their in- 
structor considers them quite as capable as KiiropeHi 
children. 

On our return we partooli of an early dinner 
which consisted In part of mountain crabs, which 
Bhyan Edwahds pronounces " the most savory 
and delicious morsels in nature;" a sentiment \i 
which all creolea unite. On some estates in this par- 
ish, tin apprentice is kept as a crab-catcher, and is ex- 
pected to produce a tale of fifty or sixty crabs per 
week. In the afternoon we rode up to the Bath, which 
is distant about one mile and half from the town. 
The road Is a mountain path by the side of a rivulet* 
the banks of which are covered with trumpet ti'ces 
and bamboos of a great size, which keep the pathway 
in almost perpetual shade. The surrounding mountaina 
are of immense height, and tiieir precipitous sides arCi 
covered with the densest vegetation, such as is nevet 
seen even in the tropics except where there are nume- 
rous springs. The scenery is thought to bear some, 
resemblance to Matlock, but possesses far grander and 
more extraordinary features. Among the most strik- 
ing vegetable productions of the locality, is the tr« 
fern, which grows to the height of from twenty 
thirty feet. It is the most graceful of plants and 
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pears like a beautiful palm in miniature, with its slen* 
der trunk and crown of gigantic leaves. The Bath is 
a plain stone building consisting of several bathing 
T00W3. A few hundred yards beyond it the hot spring 
lises into a stone cistern, near which is a building in a 
nuQoua state, formerly used as the residence of the 
poor patients. The water possesses a slightly sulphur- 
cms smell and a temperature of 120> Fahrenheit. It is 
eoQveyed down to the principal bath in a stone chan- 
nel, and is there mixed at pleasure with the water of 
th^ cold mountain stream. 

13th. — ^We left Bath early this morning on our way 
to Manchineal. Our road was through a part of the 
pkdntain garden river valley, a level savanna of great 
beauty and fertility. It is ten miles in length, and from 
one to three in breadth, and comprehends the finest 
estates in the island. Both yesterday and this morn- 
ing, in driving through the estates, we have noticed the 
negroB generally at work in the field at half past five or 
before sunrise, some of them running in great haste to 
join the gangs. We remained during part of the day 
at Belle Castle, the residence of John Kingdon, Bap- 
tist Missionary. He accompanied us to a neighbour- 
ing plantation, to the proprietor of which, Georgb 
CooRiNGTON, we had a letter of introduction. The 
cultivation on this estate consists of arrowroot, and it 
18 the first instance of that article, being grown and ma- 
nufactured on a large scale, that has come under our 
^ notice in the West Indies. It is usually grown by the 
apprentices, the free settlers, or the maroons. The 
experiment of employing a considerable capital and 
superior skill upon its production and preparation, has 
in this instance been a profitable one. One of the ap- 
prentices on this estate was pointed out as addicted to 
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dirt eating. He was apparently a boy of fourteen years 
of age, but was really, we were told, upwards of twenty. 
Few large estates are free from negros who have this 
unnatural appetite, which ought undoubtedly to be con- 
sidered as a disease, though it has ever been the c]1b- 
torn to treat it as a crime. This boy was on one occasion 
taken into his master's house and fed on generous diet, 
with temporary success, but his craving for dirt re- 
turned when he left the " great house." We were in- 
formed that the alkaline earth which is so greedily sought 
for by dirt eaters, is sometimes made into cakes and 
sold in Kingston market. In the evening we proceeded 
to Manchineal Bay, where we were introduced to tiie 
special magistrate, Richard Chamberlains, jun., an 
intelligent colored gentleman. He kindly invited us 
to accompany him to-morrow to several estates. 

14th. — ^The first at which we called with the magis- 
trate, was Williams-field, a fine sugar estate, under 
the attorneyship of James Cockburn, a gentleman 
who bears a high character for humanity and respect to 
the legal rights of the apprentices. Complaints are 
here rarely brought before the magistrate. The over- 
seer observed that he thought the indulgent system was 
decidedly more advantageous. The number of appren- 
tices is one hundred and twenty-five, and of free chil- 
pren twenty- three. We were shown over the hospital, 
which is a miserable building almost in ruin. There 
were in it several cases of measles. There was a small 
jobbing gang of negros working on the estate, be- 
longing to'another estate nine miles distant, who came 
to complain that they were not allowed any time for 
going and returning from work. The magistrate di- 
rected that their master should allow them an hour for 
every three miles, with which they appeared satisfied. 
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We next yisited Hector's Ri^er, a fine eBtate belonging 
to Major Haix, an absentee. The head book- 
keeper s^d there were no complaints to bring before the 
magistrate. The number of apprentices on this estate 
ia two hundred and sixty, and of free children fifty. 
The latter receive no allowance but medical care at the 
expense of the estate, for which the parents, we were 
told^ give no equivalent. We are, however, informed 
that the apprentices are deprived of all their half 
Fridays throughout the year, and all the extra hours 
required by day and night during crop, without any 
payment^ though nominally in return for the slave 
allowances. The hospital on Hector's River is an 
airy good building, but too small for its purposes. 
There were in it several cases of measles, and also of 
obstinate sores and ulcers. We afterwards called at 
Grange Hill, a fine estate belonging to Sir Henry 
FrrzHSEBERT^ which has recently been turned into an 
indigo plantation. The Overseer told us that he had 
made last year two hundred and forty-six pounds of 
indigo of fine quality, but at an immense expense of 
labor. He was persuaded it would never succeed in 
this part of the island, though it might perhaps in the 
Southern parishes. Indigo was formerly extensively 
produced in the West Indies ; this is the first instance 
te have met with of an attempt to restore its cultiva- 
tion^ and the circumstance of this interesting experi- 
ment being confided to an Overseer, and one who has 
inade up. his mind beforehand that it will not succeed, 
farebodes an unfavorable result. This Overseer ap- 
jteared much irritated ; he broke out into bitter com- 
plaints againts his domestics, and talked of the pride 
iDd indolence of the mulattos, of which class the 
domestic servants are generally composed. He said 
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he had no complaints to make against his field people. 
During our stay the fisherman, an apprentice whose 
sole duty it is to supply the Overseer's table with fish, 
came in with the produce of his day's labor^ consisting 
of several small fishes. This afresh excited the anger j 
of the Overseer, who proposed to put him on task- \ 
worky asserting, in opposition to the pleas of the | 
negro, that chance, weather, &c. had nothing to do J 
with fishing on this favored coast. A negro, ^rho was 
the cook at the great house, came forward and com^ 
plained that his busha had violently assaulted and 
beaten him this morning for not preparing dinner with 
sufficient promptitude. It was agreed between the par- 
ties that the complaint should be decided to-morrow at 
the weekly court, held at the police station, at M anchi* 
neal Bay. The assistant of the principal medical man j^ 
of this district resides on this estate in the Overseer's ^ 
house. He accompanied us to see the hospital. It . 
was locked, and we waited till the attendant with the 
key made his appearance. We found it in a wretched 
and dilapidated condition. There was one old man . 
lying on the floor, who the doctor remarked was a , 
patient that he had not seen before. He did not make, : 
however, a single inquiry into his case. The negro j 
himself said he had been this morning to the Overseer 
to say he was sick, who told him ^^ go away to the 
field, sir." He knew, however, that he was unable to 
work, and had therefore come to sit down at the 
hospital. 

On our return we called upon the Wesleyan mis- 
sionary, W. Gregory. There is no school in this 
neighbourhood except his Sunday school, which is at- 
tended by about one hundred and twenty children and 
adults. This part of the island is therefore very desti- 
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^^te of the means of education. I'he spociul innj;ris- 
^te informed us to-dav that he had :*ettied nianv ina- 
^Umissions by valuation, and did not know one negro 
to freed who did not support hini^iolf cnditably by bis 
^Wn industry*. 

15th. — ^This morning at an early liour, sievcral ap- 
irentices came to complain to the Special Magistrate, 
rhose lodgings are at the only house of public enter- 
ainment in Manchineal, and consequently under the 
lame roof as our own. Several of them were from the 
Irrowroot plantation we visited two days ago. They 
brumght with them a large basket, wliich would con- 
tun a bushel or upwards, and complained that it was 
used to measure their task, and that they were com- 
pelled, both strong and weak, to dig six baskets a-day 
for five days in the week, and if they fell sliort, to 
make up the number on Saturday. Sometimes thev 
laid if they chanced to work upon a good bearing 
piece, they could render their full task, but otherwise 
they found it quite impossible. This case was appoint- 
ed to be heard in court to day. Another negro came 
in great distress to complain that he was about to be 
flogged. He said, that he was an apprentice on the 
Grange, a property in this (Ciiambkrlaine's) district, 
and that he and the rest of the gang were compelled 
to job out at an estate called Williams- fiield, twelve 
miles distant from their homes. Their grounds had 
no provisions in them, the cattle having trespassed and 
destroyed every thing growing there. 

He was required to dig seventy cane holes a day 
in new, stiff soil. He had no food to eat and no 
water carrier in the field was allowed to their gang. 
One day the week before last, he said as he was eaving 
the field, " they ought to have something to eat, and 
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that a hurse wuuld not be served so." The book-' 
keeper reported what he said to the Overseer, who 
locked hiui up and sent for the Special Magistnte, 
Waddington, to hear the complaint agaiust him, who 
sentenced him to be locked up again and to receire 
thirty-nine laches the next uiorning. The Overseer 
told him " lie woidd give him a back to take to shev 
Mr. Chamherlaine, and see whether he coidd take It 
off." He broke out of the dungeon and ran away this 
day week for fear of the fiogging. '*The reason," be 
said, *' wliy they had ii Bpite against him, was because 
he went to Spanish Town to see the GorcrHor, when 
they wanted to remove the people from tbe "QrMge, 
We subsequently ascertained that the account of tlis 
apprentice as to the state of starvation to which hia 
gang was reduced, was literally true. However hard 
his case, as he is under a legal sentence,, there is uo 
alternative for him but to be sent thck rti' custody of ^ 
police officer to receive his flogging imd answer fofebi^, 
additional offence of desertion. 

About ten a. m. we proceeded to the police office 
where the Special Magistrate holds his court. There 
ia a court yard behind this building formed by ^lu re- 
maining walls of an old fortification, in two at th^ 
angular comers of which have been constructed, fo 
solitary cells, which are the verj' worst we have- 
in the island. They are so situated as to be very dl 
even at the present time after a long period of drought 
and it is difficult to imagine their condition during the 
rainy season. They are about eight feet lo%, six 
feet high, and four wide; they are furnished with a 
miserable shelf for the prisoners to lie oti, and th< 
Soors are the bare earth covered with the rubbish of 
masons' and carpenters' work. No Special Magistrate 
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of common humanity would venture to direct any 
iiq;ro to be confined in them. The Special Court was 
numerously attended, the following notes of cases will 
diew the character of the proceedings. 

1st. Complaint against Ltdia King, an apprentice 
on Rural Vale Estate, by the proprietor, for leaving 
work at sunset, two hours before she ought to have 
dcme, as it was crop time, and for insolence to the 
constable. The evidence of the constables sustained 
the charges. She said she had a young child at the 
breast and could not therefore remain after dark. She 
dso brought counter complaints against the constable 
ind overseer, and in the absence of her witnesses, the 
case was deftrred till the magistrate should visit the 
estate. 2nd. Two women from the same estate were 
diai^;ed with not feeding the mill with canes, so as to 
piodace a pan of liquor after sunset according to a 
q^ial agreement. This also was proved by the con- 
itables. The . proprietor on his cross examination ac- 
knowledged, Ihat the negros had not had their half 
lUdays, which was expressly stipulated in his part of 
die contract. * The case was therefore dismissed. 
M.— A complaint against an apprentice of Muirtown 
^tiMe, that having been sentenced for theft to dig five 
\d cane-holes in his own time, and to be degra- 
Yrom his office of watchman to the rank of a field 
krer, he had not dug the cane-holes, and when or- 
to the field had refused to go. The defendant 
itted^ that he had commenced to dig the cane-holes 
id applied to his overseer for the requisite tools for 
U-work, a bill and hoe, which had been refused. 
kiswais admitted by the complainant, the book-keeper 
f Muirtown, and the complaint was therefore dis- 
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4th. Against another apprentice of MuirtowoJ 
head constable stated, that he had ordered hit 
cattle in ihe cart early in the morning, when h( 
that this service was put upon hiui oftener 1 
rest, and was so insolent that the overseer c 
htm to he locked up in the dark hole which wa»9 
i)a inquiry he said the magistrate was not inl 
of this locking up, which it muKt be observed 1 
mitted by the local apprenticeship law as a met 
security against the escape of offenders only, 
of punishment. This case was therefore din 
The constable laid great stress upon the inM 
which he received, hut could not repeat it i 
These constructive charges of insolence are % 
<)uent, and draw down an immense amount of f 
ment on the unfortunate apprentices. 5th. 
tice on Grange Hill, the plantation we visited yei 
complained that his Overseer had boxed his 
peatedly, and kicked him for not preparing Bom 
so early as was required, which was occasioned | 
having to fetch the wood and water himself from i 
tance. The defendant admitted the assault, but pleadeo 
aggravation. He was ill yesterday, and could not get 
the soup, and does not think he should have got it by 
this time if he " had not kicked up a row." He was 
fined two pounds, on whicli he pulled out an island 
check for five pounds, which he held up in complain- 
ant's face, and said, " here, would you not like to gel^ 
some of this," as if exulting in the fact that the award 
would give no reparation to complainant. 6th. Th( 
defendant in the above case, preferred a counter-chargi 
against the same apprentice, for disobedience of order 
and idleness, which for want of evidence was deferro 
till the magistrate's next visit to the property. J'th.— 



JAMAICA . XKi 

An apprentice of Dr. Bkll, comphtincd that his master 
kad logged him. He said also that the doctor had 
prevented a fellow apprentice from comiii*; down to the 
eonrt, as a witness of the assault. This the doctor in- 
dignantly denied. The magistrate offered to ride up to 
his house and decide the case, whicli was agreed to, 
8lh. An apprentice from Elm wood, the estate of £n- 
WARD Panton, the judge advocate general, complained, 
that though he was a cripple, he had been ordered to 
go to the field. He produced a large heavy hoe, whicli 
Ind been given to him, and which he had been for- 
Udden to sharpen in his master's time. His former 
employment was tending hogs and minding the gate, 
which it was his duty to open to all visitors, but he 
had been strictly forbidden to admit the Special Miigis- 
tnte when he came to the estate, and his offence con- 
nsted in having disregarded these orders. He w: s 
told that he could not be cc mpelled to work in the field 
as a punishment, and being also a cripple, was directed 
to return to his former employment. 9th. Another 
n^ro from the same estate said, that one of his fellow 
apprentices had received serious injury from a fire in 
the stillhouse, where he was working under the super- 
mtendence of the Overseer's son. He said this man 
was a very active, valuable negro, and had often saved 
his master's property, when it had been on fire before ; 
but that now he was in the hospital, neglected, and 
with no one to attend him. The two medical men 
attending the estate were present, and contradicted this 
statement warmly. The result of the conflicting testi- 
mony was^ that the man was ver}- seriously burnt. He 
could not feed himself, but was lying in the hospital, 
which was locked up, and his mother was not allowed 
to be with him, nor any one but the negro attendant 



abusp. lavished upon the Speeinl Magistrates^ 
Overseer and others. 10th. Two pregnant i 
from Hartford estate, complained of being coi 
to perform field work. One of them was far 04 
in pregnancy, and had a diseased leg, whicU 
would incapacitate her from severe labor ; tU 
said she had been very sickly during her prej 
and yet was required to turn out as early as tb 
The medical oieti present were asked to give an a 
but declined, as they did not attend the estate 
magistrate received a note from the Overseer,,! 
that the doctor declared one of the women was i 
her third month, and might continue to perio] 
ordinary work ; and that the other, {the one ij 
with elephantiasis,) was between six and seven ( 
gone in pregnancy, and might work another o^ 
the second gang. It must be observed, that thol 
gang works the same number of hours as the &ij 
its labor is frequently as severe. The case W 
ferred till the magistrate's next visit to the ell 
] Ith. An apprentice, on Happy Grove plantatil 
property of Georgk Codrington, complained 1 
and his fellow apprentices were required to 1 
baskets of arrowroot pei diem , for five days in th( 
as before stated : also that thev xvptr cnmne 
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that having worked ^y agreement, for three days in 
their own time^ for one shilling and eight-pence a day, 
their master had refused to pay them for more than two 
days. He said the apprentices had made no agreement 
to work by the task ; their master had forced it on 
them^ and the former magistrate, (D^vson) would not 
hear a word they had to say. When they complained 
recently to their master, he told them, they might go 
to Mr. Chambbrlaine ; that it was their turn now, 
but would be his by and bye ; that he would have jus- 
tice done him, and would send for Major Bain£s, (a 
magistrate very popular with the planters in an adjoin- 
mg district.) Complainant also repeated offensive ex- 
pTe8sion& used by his master in reference to the magis- 
trate's complexion. The defendant in reply, admitted 
the expressions attributed to him, except the last, which 
he denied. He said that his people had worked by the 
task of six baskets a day, for the last fifteen years, and 
on the introduction of the Apprenticeship had continued 
to do it, under the sanction of Chamberlaine's pre- 
decessor^ (Dawson,) " who was a very fair magistrate," 
ind he should insist on their still giving him the same 
quantity. On the magistrate remarking that it was 
illegal to impose taskwork without the consent of 
the apprentices, he said he would do it, adding, " Sir 
Lionel Smith is of a different opinion to you Sir, and 
We shall se^presently whether you will be able to pre- 
vent it." On being asked respecting his imposing six 
nights continuous watching, as a punishment on his 
apprentices ; he said, " he considered himself as their 
protector, and desired that they should look up to him 
is sucli^ and that the magistrate should not come on 
the property ; but now they had called him in, they 
should have enough of him." He enquired in his turn 
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whether the magistrate would enforce him a proper 
amount of labor, and whether he would punish for in*- 
solence. He did not affect to defend the imposition of 
grass picking, and acknowledged they had a right to 
refuse to do it. With respect to the disagreement 
about the three days, he admitted the fact alleged, but 
said they had left the work which they had agreed to 
do unfinished, and if they had been free laborers, h^ 
could have had them punished. He brought forward 
his bookkeeper, and another witness, to prove that the 
task of arrowroot digging, was what they frequently 
performed by two o'clock in the day ; but as the case 
affected the entire gang, it was concluded, apparently, 
by consent of all parties, that the magistrate should 
visit the property, and hold a Special Court to decide 
the case. 12th. Another apprentice on the same 
property came forward to be valued. His master said 
that he was one of his most valuable men, that he was 
a mason and carpenter, and occasionally worked in the 
field. His bookkeeper deposed, that during a two 
years residence on the estate, he had never known him 
employed except in the field, but that he was a very 
active, valuable man. Another bookkeeper deposed, 
that he had once seen him some years ago plastering a 
cottage. The next witness was a colored man, who 
had been a slave, and had been manumitted by the 
father of its present proprietor, for his valuable servi- 
ces, and is still employed on the estate. He swore that 
the negro in question could handle both a trowel and a 
saw, but was not a good workman with either. The 
apprentice himself said, he had only been sent to leam 
to be a mason for a short period, several years ago, 
and that he had bad health. His brother confirmed 
this statement. An Overseer who was standing by, 
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rated his semcea at forty pounds per annum nett. A 
dispute \iiext arose^ about the class to which he be- 
kmged^ as be had been employed as a domestic servant 
tome time previous to August, 1H33. The local magis- 
tmte, appointed as valuer by the proprietor, pulled out 
rf his pocket, the island Act recently passed for regu- 
lating classifications, and read the clause which gives 
tlie master the right of nominating a local magistrate, 
t9 associate with the Stipendiary, and in case they 
cannot agree, to appoint a second Special Magistrate as 
umpire. This he very truly observed, "gave great 
power to the master'' in all disputes about classifica- 
tion. He said he should insist in case of dispute, that 
jdbe case should be decided in that manner. It appeared 
at length pretty clear, that the man was a predial, and 
after some further difficulties, the valuation was at 
ifiigth fixed at sixty pounds. Two important features 
rf the system, were disclosed to our observation during 
these proceedings. The Special Magistrate reminded 
the proprietor of the fact which had been elicited in the 
Jireyious case, that he paid his negros only one shilling 
Sod eight-pence for their Saturdays, and he remonstra- 
ted with him on his placing an exhorbitant price on 
their services, when they came to be valued. The lat- 
ter replied, that whatever the time of his apprentices 
Iras worth, it was nothing to any body, if they chose 
to sell it to him for one shilling and eight-pence a day. 
The local magistrate, before referred to, remarked that 
every planter must get a profit by the labor of his 
people ; so it appears, that in valuations, the local ma- 
gistrates take the market price of labor ; adding thereto 
the real or imaginary profit, which the master would 
realiseupon it during the remainder of the apprenticeship. 
The other was on a doctrine propounded by the same 
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local magistrate, to the following effect : — ^that the 
Stipendiary ought if required to administer the law 
literally^ and to require the forty hours and half labor 
per week, from the apprentices in cases of sickness, or 
pregnancy, and that all needful relaxations should 
emanate from the bounty and humanity of the proprie* 
tor. Against these sentiments the Stipendiary pro*. 
tested, and declared that he would never violate the 
law of nature in any such manner. 13th. — ^The last 
case was the valuation of Allick, an apprentice to. 
John Ross, of Mullatto River estate. This appren-. 
tice was a fine, intelligent, negro, who has been 
employed for ten months past as an overseer on 
the estate, at a salary of twenty pounds per annum^ 
giving up all his extra time. He was, however, so 
~ good a house servant, that his mistress had persuaded 
her husband to reduce him again to that capacity, 
which was the cause of his wishing to be valued. Kb 
master, who was present, employed another gentleman, 
the same local magistrate, to act for him on account of 
his age and deafness. An agreement was produced to 
fix the class of the apprentice as a predial. The pur- 
port of which was, that fourteen apprentices therein 
named, of whom Allick was one, should receive the 
■iuf same time and the same quantity of provision ground 
as the predial apprentices, on condition of their re- 
maining apprentices till 1840. This had been verbally 
settled between them and their master on the firet of 
August, 1834, and a year afterwards confirmed by the 
memorandum now produced, which was signed by their 
marks, and by the Special Magistrate, Dawson. TTic 
agent for the proprietor observing, that the Stipen- 
diary disregarded this agreement, again produced the 
new classification law, and proposed as a local magis- 
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irate the proprietor of Happy Grove estate^ to asso- 
date with Special Justice Chamberlaine, and a neigh- 
bouring Special Justice of notorious character, to be 
the umpire. To this the Stipendiary objected, observ- 
ing^ that the dispute was not as to the usual employ- 
ment of AixiCK for the year preceding the I st of Au- 
gust, 1833, which cases alone were the object of the 
Classification Law, but as to the character of the do- 
cument produced, which he contended was neither 
kgal nor valid. He deferred the question with the 

intention of submitting it to the Governor. The old 
gentleman who was a principal party in the cause, 
paid at this time five pounds ; an amount, which he had 
been fined on a previous occasion for an assault on one 
of his apprentices. 

At this Court, we could not but observe the very 
great difficulties the magistrate had to contend with, 
nor sufficiently admire the manner in which he dis- 
.eharged his duties. The room was filled with planters 
and overseers, some of whom were spectators only ; 
I and when any low, vulgar abuse of the magistrate was 
stated in evidence by the negros, it created a general 
laugh. The animus of the whole proceedings on the 
.part of the planters was odious, and this single day's 
eacperience convinced us, that for general and syste- 
matic violations of the Apprenticeship Act, this is not 
behind any district in the island. 

16th. — ^The man who was valued yesterday from 
Happy Grove, came to day in distress to complain, 
that his master had found out the person who was 
going to lend him the money, and had been to him to 
induce him not to do so. 

We attended the services at the Baptist mission 
bouse at Belle Castle. The congregation consisted of 



310 JAMAICA. 

about three hundred persons; many of them apprentices 
from distant estates. 

17th. — ^We paid a visit this morning to Windsor 
Forest, the property and residence of Captain Qcblcb. 
It is on the borders of the parish of Portland, nine :' 
miles distant from Manchineal. The coast by which ? 
our route lay is very bold and rocky. The vegetation | 
of the hills immediately above the sea is of the mosi } 
luxuriant character. A parasitic species of orchis is h 
found in great abundance on the trees, and the fSra- '" 
grance of its flowers at this season, perfumes the air 
for a considerable distance. Windsor Forest is aqi; :; 
abandoned sugar estate of six hundred acres. Tbeno^ 
are only ten apprentices attached to it, who grow pro-; 
visions and tend cattle. So small a part, however, is. ^ 
cultivated, that trees and brushwood are fast regain-, i^ 
ing possession of the land. The proprietor is natur-> 
ally anxious for the labor of the community to be 
thrown into a market open to fair competition, 
order that he may turn his property to better account. 
He bought this estate a few years ago after the negroid' 
had been removed to another by the former proprietor;/^ 
and the first thing he saw on coming to take possessions^ 
was a negro suspended from the bough of a tree, whidljt-^ 
he pointed out to us, near the gate. This man was 
most intelligent and valuable slave in the gang, 
had been heard to say he never would remove alive. Jti^: 
Instances scarcely less striking of the strong local; 
attachment of the negros are by no means infrequent 
From this estate we accompanied the Special Magis- 
trate to the Grange in the parish of Portland, 
estate to which the negro belongs, mentioned in 01; 
journal two days ago, as having broke out of confiw 
ment to escape flogging. There are about forty pec 
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e on it, who are a jobbing gang and are at present 
3rking at Williams-field twelve miles from their 
imes. They had complained that they were destitute 
' fdbd and clothing, and had scarcely a shelter over 
keir heads, and two Special Magistrates, Chamber- 
^NB and Waddington, who were directed to inquire 
ito their case, had ordered that they should have time 
llowed them to build themselves new houses and 
laike new provision grounds, and in the mean-time be 
apported by their owner. We saw several of the 
leople at their huts. It would be difficult to conceive 
my thing worse than their condition, and impossible 
o describe its wretchedness. Both their appearance 
md that of their dwellings were truly miserable. 
rhey have only two or three habitable houses among 
Qiem, in each of which several families are obliged to 
ihelter themselves. They are nearly destitute of 
dothing, and having no provision ground, have con- 
pequently no food. Their grounds had been en- 
tirely destroyed by cattle while they were absent by 
|Ae week together at their work, and the only watch- 
Han, who had been allowed them, was a crippled young 
IttD, whom we saw, and who was not only unfit for 
liat service, but incapable even of attending to his 
wn -wants. The proprietor on being asked to day by 
be Magistrate whether they had been supported agree- 
bly to his directions, replied that they did not require 
b as *^they had plenty of friends and neighbours 
rho would assist them," meaning the negros on neigh- 
Kiring properties. We may add, that this individual 
It a local magistrate. 

During our stay in this part of the island we con- 
▼ersed with a number of the negros from different 
estates in the Manchineal and Plaintain Garden River 



viduals Tvith whom we conversed, and ttie^ 
pathos nith which many of them related tha 
tresses. In ao part of the island are the abuses | 
than in thia, Tlie cases in the AppendLt will bq 
to include almost every variety of oppression, H 
illegal. The ncgros throughout all the estates | 
part uf the inland, we believe, without a single j 
tion, have been deprived of their half Fridays, a 
the greater number of properties, they have beeia 
sively defrauded, by being compelled to won 
than the legal number of hours per diem. Inm 
forty hours and half, they are made to work abol 
hours of severe uncompensated labor per weel| 
crop, and in crop a large amount of night-wd 
been exacted from them for which they frequ^ 
ceive no remuneration, except what are cal^ 
extra allowances or indulgences of slavery — ^vl 
fish and medical attendance for their free childq 
might be argued, that both in law and justic^ 
allowances are due to the apprentices, but 4 
otherwise, this compulsory exaction of a most i 
portionate amount of labor in lieu of them,' 
characterize the system as one of gross fraud ai 
preesion. On many estates thcKC arrangemec 
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Burner^ their conditions have been rigidly exacted 
fipom the apprentices, and very imperfectly fulfilled by 
tte oyerseers, the distribution of bait fish havint^ been 
OD many estates ver\' irregular. We liave obtained 
a copy of a scale drawn up by a plant iui; attorney 
fending in this parish, upon which ai^rvemvats had 
keen enforced by the late Stipendiary Magistrate on 
Kveral estates, and which is a specimen nf the manner 
kiiiiich the apprentices have beiMi treated tliroui^hout 
Ae whole district. Its avowed object ia to obtain tlieir 
Uf Fridays and extra labor durini^ erop, in exchanj^e 
far what are called the indulgences of i*la\ cry, without 
my pecuniary remuneration. Tliis table witli remarks 
DpoD it will be found in the Appendix. *= The present 
fecial Magistrate, R. Ciiamhkiilaink^ has been about 
two months in the district. His predecessor was J. K. 
Dawson^ the character of whose admini>t ration may 
be inferred from the present state of the district. Tlie 
refusal of the former gentleman, to sanction tlie pre- 
tended agreements of the latter, and to carr}- on the 
same system of coercion, has excited a combined hos- 
tility against him on the part of the planters ; and the 
strongest efforts are being made to effect his removal. 
There is in fact, a conspiracy in the district, to re-enact 
the proceedings, which terminated in the removal of 
•Dr. Palmer, and the issue of that enquiry, has in- 
spired the planters with strong expectations of success. 
hi the midst of profound quiet, the minds of the irri- 
tated predial population being tranquillized by the just 
policy of their new Stipendiar}-, the district is begin- 
ning to be represented as in a state of insubordination, 
nd these rumors may be expected to increase till the 



• See Appendix F, Sec. xiv. 
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tations against Special Magistrates, and other obi 
persons, founded on expressions used in the free 
social intercourse or qtsasi friendly correspoi 
These representations are sometimes employed 
judice the public mind, through the newspapi 
sometimes, embodied in the solemn form of ai 
are forwarded to the King's house, to effect th< 
pose with the Government. Several instance 
come under our notice in different parts of the 
A gentleman called not long ago on the Special 
trate of this district, and in the course of a j 
conversation, complained that his negros were 
in too much land to cultivate ; tlie magistrate 
that they would pay him more rent for it aftc 
Soon afterwards, the same individual wrote a 1( 
the Governor, stating, on the authority of this 
sation, that the Special Justice was disseminatii 
among the negros, that they were to forsake ei 
bor, and to rent independent parcels of land aft 
18th. — We left Manchineal this morning ft 
on our return to Kingston. Nothing that ^ 
seen in the West Indies is equal to the vale 
Plaintain Garden River, seen in its whole exte 
the neighboring heights ; its level bed being 
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in lengthy and terminates at the sou coast^^ff a tint* 
harbour called Holland Bav. It ia boirtcled on tht- 
flouth by a low range of hills, and on the north by an 
ascending series of heights, terniiuating in the lofty 
nuDge ot the Blue Mountains. .7[\q Pluintain (iarden 
Riirer, at this season an ino^reiderable stream, inter- 
lects the savanna. Owing to the nearly uniform sue- 
eession of fine seasons, this district is one of the most 
ifflnent in the island, but is reputed to be very un- 
healthy, and has been sometimes termed the grave of 
EnropeanB. We were accompanied by J. Kinc;don, 
with whom we called at Amit^' Hall, a ^ne estate near 
the centre of the savanna, and were introduced to 
f KiRKLAND, the resident overseer, and joint attor- 
ney of the estate. This estate is managed with more 
lenity than most others in the district, a circumstance 
which is owing to the proprietor and his family resi- 
ding upon it for a short time, and to his selection of 
the present overseer. The apprentices obtained their 
half Fridays^ when their owner was in the island, but 
have again been deprived of them since his departure, 
without, as we learned from the overseer himself, any 
agreement having been entered into, to compensate them 
for the loss.* We were shewn over the works, which 
are very complete. The boiling-house has been newly 
arranged, and is the best we have seen for economy of 

* This fiict had been mentioned to us previously by two indi- 
vidnals acquainted with the circumstances. TIio change was 
made throngli the influence of the other attorney, one of the lueni- 
ben for the parish. The motive could have been no other than a 
determination to preserve a uniformity of system througliout the 
dittrict, aa the example of one estate legally administered, would 
tend to excite discontent and resistance on the neighbouring proper- 
ties. This is one reason why the directions of humane absentee pro- 
prietoTB are rarely carried into effect 
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labor. There is a patent teachy as the last boiling 
copper is called^ from which the granulating liquor is 
drawn off^ instead of being laded out^ by which means, 
a saving is elFected of time and fuel. The hospital is 
a very poor buildings and was full of cases of measles. 
The population of Amity Hall decreased fast under the 
old system. We were told that the number of appren- 
tices is two hundred and fifty, and of free children otAj 
sixteen, a proportion that appears incredibly nnalL 
The "great house" is situated on the brow of one rf 
the neighbouring hills, and is occupied by a catechist 
of the Church Missionary Society, who teaches about 
one hundred and twenty children in a school roonii 
which has been built for the purpose. He appeared to 
be an excellent young man, and devoted to his duties. \ 
He made the unusual complaint of the inattention oi 
parents and their children to education. There are, he 
observes, two hundred and seventy children of suitable \ 
age, within two miles of the school on different estates, 
while he has not half that number on his list. The at- 
tendance was thin to-day, on account of the extraordir 
nary prevalence of the measles. We next visited 
Golden Grove, an estate on the other side of the Plain- 
tain Garden River, over which is thrown an elegant 
suspension bridge. Canals are conducted from the 
river, through the different estates, which set their 
works in motion, by means of large undershot wheels. 
The present time of drought, impedes the progress of 
the crop, and renders it impossible to plant, so that 
its effects will be still more sensibly felt next year than 
they are at present. The attorney of Golden Grove, 
Thomas Mc. Cornock, who is also the Custos of the 
parish, received us very kindly, and requested the over- 
seer to shew us over the works. Golden Grove is one 




B most productive estates in the island, and ha:! 
i of five hundred appreiittceu. The buildings 
.' complete, aiid on an extensive scale, aiid the 
rls on an improved plaii. Inittead of being placed 
rii a raised building, for the purpose of allowing the 
e juice to run down into the receiver in the boiling- 
■'feusR, SO as to require all the canes to be carried up in 
Itaodles, the mill is placed on the level, and the cane 
■jviee is raised by a wheel hung round with buckets, 
T moved by the water wheel that sets the mill itself iu 
I motion. It must be remarked of this and similar im- 
I provemeots, which are at length beginning to be intro- 
I duced, that they not only save ttie labor of many hands, 
I bat abolish altogether those kinds of labor, which were 
I the most piiinful and destructive of life. It h remark- 
I Me, however, th.-it such improvements are scattered 
■mgly over the island, and we believe, no estate cau be 
^iated out, which combines them all. The hospital 
klen Grove is roomy, clean, and well ventilated. 
~i of cases of measles, and the patients are locked 
I- convalescent. The practice is general through- 
! island, of permitting the apprentice attendants, 
Vhoepital doctors, to bleed and compound medi- 
Tfae most interesting building on this estate, is 
rdsoiue, little, brick church, built by the proprietor, 
^nth materials supplied from his estate, and with the 
Ibbor of his own slaves. It is now thrown open to 

■ the public, and the minister is paid by this and several 
I adjoining estates. There is a clock in the tower of the 

■ church, and we enquired of the attorney whether the 
I people drew off when it struck six ; he replied no, they 
I draw off at sun-set, and as that is earlier than six on 
I the short days, one season compensates for the other. 

■ Re also acknowledged they did not have their half 
BE 3 



318 JAMAicj. 

Fridays, aud received in lieu, their allowance of eaSi 
fish. The overseer mentioned to ua, that the apprenti- 
ceti did not cullivate their provision grounds, nearly 
well as during slavery, and now rarely have any to send 
to market. On Amity Hall, we were informed o 
contrary, that the negro houses and grounds were more 
industriously attended to than before. la the erealng 
we proceeded to Bath. 

19th. — Very early this morning we rode over 
Altaniont, the new immigrant settlement situated in 
the heart of the Portland mountains, about eleven 
miles from Bath, and fifteen from Port Antonio, We 
proceeded by a bridle path over a ridge three thousand 
feet high, called the Coonah-Coonahs. After the first 
four or five miles all traces of human interference with 
the wild domain of nature had disappeared excepting 
only the track we followed. Below us was a valley of 
immense depth formed by a long ridge on the opposite 
side, and by the one impending over our heads. All 
was one vast forest, whose solitude was broken only by 
the deep-toned voices of birds. That delightful and 
cheerful songster, the mocking bird is a lover of Lumsn 
haunts, and its wild and merry notes cease to be beaid 
in these deep recesses of the mountain forests. Here 
the multitude of mountain springs and rivers give 
ten-fold luxuriance to the productions of a fertile soii 
vivified by a tropical sun. On the side of the preci- 
pice, above which we were travelling, were huge trees, 
rooted at a great depth below ua, but far over shadow- 
ing our heads with their arms and foliage. Above us 
on the other side was a canopy sometimes so dense as 
to exclude the sky. Among other beautiful trees, we 
observed the down tree, with full crops of its curious 
pods of vegetable beaver, and the tree fern frequentif 
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covered the sides of the bills for a considerable extent. 
Our path was as thickly strewn witb decayed leaves as 
in a northern autumn, while all else bore the aspect of 
summer ; for in this climate few of the trees become 
wholly or even partially denuded. After a long and 
difficult ascent of several miles, and a still steeper 
descent^ we came to a place where the valley opened 
into a wider basin, in which traces of cultivation began 
to appear. We crossed a mountain torrent, the com- 
mencement of the Rio Grande, and entering a beauti- 
fid glade covered with turf on which cattle were graz- 
ingj we came to a farm house belonging to a person 
of color^ near which is the settlement of Altamont. 
A single family have been sole tenants of this wilder- 
ness, for a long period, during which their only neigh- 
bours were the Maroons, living at Moore Town, about 
four miles distant. They were formerly accustomed 
to exercise free hospitality, but are now compelled to 
become hotel keepers in self-defence. The new settle- 
ment is formed on six hundred acres of land which was 
a part of their estate, and has been purchased from 
them at thirty shillings an acre. We were fortunate 
enough to arrive soon after the Superintendent of the 
immigrants, A. G. Johnston, to whom the Gustos had 
given us a letter of introduction. He is a gentleman 
of great intelligence, and very sanguine temperament, 
and appears completely devoted to his new undertaking. 
Under his auspices the immigrants certainly appear to 
have a good prospect of successfully contending with 
the difficulties of their new situation. The location 
18 delightfully chosen in an irregular valley about one 
mile and half in length, through which flows the Rio 
Grande. The climate is very fine, and the only obvi- 
<HiB disadvantage is the difficulty of transporting pro- 
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duce to a port or market. The sides of the mountidiii 
being crown land^ afford ample scope for the extension j 
of the settlement. The soil is virgin land of the most;^ 
fertile descripticm, well suited to the cultivation of ^ 
coffee and ginger. The attention of the Superintend^^ 
ent is turned to the introduction of indigo, tobacco;^ 
the mulberry, and various other descriptions of prOi^: 
fitable cultivation. The colony consists at present, 
only six families, who have been about two mon 
in the island. The commissioners anticipated theb^ 
arrival, by building some neat little white cott 
which the people themselves have since further im^ 
proved, and enclosed in little plots of ground, by neflb- 
fences of young rose trees. They are all married pciw 
sons with young families, from the neighborhood ofi^ 
Aberdeen, selected by a minister, who is the broths i 
of a member of Assembly in this island, one of the 
chief promoters of the colonization of Europeans* '■ 
They have hitherto enjoyed good health, with the ex^ 
ception of one family, who were detained on a sugar 
estate, near the coast, where the husband found em- 
ployment as a cooper. There his wife and children 
were attacked by intermittent fever, from which they 
have not yet recovered. Each family, besides being 
permitted for the present to occupy a house rent free, 
cultivates any quantity of land they think proper. 
They have also a cow and certain allowances of food 
till they are able to support themselves. An account 
is kept against them for the two latter items which 
they will be expected to repay. They are offered twenty 
acres of land in fee, as soon as they can erect a house 
upon it, so as to leave their present dwellings for new 
occupants. About twenty houses are either built, or 
in progress, and an additional number of families are 
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rtlr expected. Tbe ! 
ied with the mdxs^trv c<f *,ht ' — 
1 shewed ns gnffarirm przK^i :c h. i:i :b* c ^kr-titr 
bnd they hart ^Ura^ brc^ap-t ::i':.: cTiltiT-irf.M!. 
: men aie fine, aggtlrtar peaisa^i*. T'-tr seesjed 
sfiily and expfmed thes&±«^TiK g.t.t'.^f'f^ wizh xbezr 
' eufuntry : they were ezc:|^OTec ii: *^..*.^'*' g a piece 
iHid, towards the expextce of wLk^ tbe i^liDd has 
lied a sum of money. Their cLi^dren looiked happy. 
their Uoe eves, lanchine f»ce& acrd bare feet, re- 
ded us of their catiTe ooaatain*. Their wires. 
ever, generaDy ^qypeazed home-sick. The circnin- 
oe which gare us the least aalis&ction vas the des- 
don of the means of religioi:* instmction. There 
f orm e rlv a resident minister, coccected with the 
rdi ^li&sionarv Societr. stationed at the Maroon 
n. four miles distant, but be has recentlv been 
drawn by the bishop. It is the intention of tbe 
datnre to form a colon v of white imnii^rants in 
. of the three grand divisions of the islaod ; the 
*TB part of it called tbe county of Surrey, tbe cen- 
Middlesex, and the western Cornwall. Tbe one 
orowall has alreadv been formed, and is called Sea- 

Town. We did not visit it, but heard a rerv 
^orable account of its prepress. Tbe Middle^ 
colony is not yet in existence. This, of Alta- 
t in Surrey, has probably tbe best promise of sue- 
, as considerable attention has been paid to tbe 
;tion of the families. While, however, we have 

expressed the agreeable impressions we received 
I our visit to Altamont, we cannot but consider 
utificial system^ upon which the settlement has 
. formed, as most unlikely to produce good results 
permanent nature. In addition to the formation 
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of the settlements, European colonization has beei 

couraged, by the grant of an indiscriminate boun 

fifteen pounds a head, to the importers of immigra 

a plan which could promote no other end that 

introduction of the European vices of drunken 

and housebreaking ; so that in some of the paris 

further expence has been incurred in order to A 

them. Europeans have also been settled by indiv 

proprietors on many of the estates almost unifoi 

with an unfavorable result. Notwithstanding, . 

ever, the experience of the past, the mania for i 

gration still continues as if there were a charm 

European birth, and white complexion. Thes 

tempts may be traced to the boasted knowledge 

real ignorance, of the colonists, of the negro dt 

ter. The present condition of the low, white pc 

tion of Barbados has been forgotten or disrega 

as well as the fact that the introduction of Eurof 

as laborers, must in the first instance be attended 

an enormous waste of life, and when this diffici 

overcome, they can never compete with the su] 

adaptation of the negros to a tropical climate. 

true motive of the immigration policy, appears to 

been to create such a considerable body of whi 

to neutralise the anticipated political importance 

enfranchised negros. Such schemes, involvin 

most lavish expenditure of money, deserve the s 

nizing attention of the honajide proprietors of th 

whether resident or absentee, as it is generally be 

that the ^^ power of the purse" is in the hands a 

in the colony, whose fortunes are no longer suscc 

of injury, either by private or public extrava^ 

About mid day, we proceeded to. Moore Town, 

settlement is as beautiful in situation as Altamon 
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consists of about one hundred cottagcii, larger aiid more 
finished than negro houses on e&tates, scattered over a 
considerable extent of ground on the side of a hill. 
The residence of the superintendent. Captain Wright, 
is on an opposite height, which overlooks the town. 
On a still higher eminence is a large house, belonging 
to one of the Maroons, which was lately occupied by 
the dergyman. The Maroons are a fine race of peo- 
ple, tall, and elegant in person, with features more 
'European than the negros generally possess, and with 
die independent bearing of men who have been for 
generations free. Some of the women are decidedly 
lisndsome, and except their complexion, more like gip- 
lies than negros. The inhabitants of this settlement^ 
the largest Maroon town in the island, have lately ac- 
qured a reputation for industry. We saw a number 
of women employed at Altamont, in carr}'ing lime on 
their heads a considerable distance, to the top of a hiU, 
on which a building was in progress. A troop of the 
men sometimes turn out, with their negro captain at 
their head, to clear the pastures of such of the neigh- 
bonring planters who are willing to employ them ; they 
work with their cutlasses, having a sort of disdain for 
the implements degraded by slavery. They also culti- 
vate their own grounds industriously, and surround 
themselves with many domestic comforts ; and bid 
fiiir in short, to become industrious citizens, "^rheir 
improved condition and habits^ do great credit to their 
present superintendent. It is to be desired^ when their 
bloodhound occupation of hunting out runaway negros 
riiall have ceased by the abolition of slaver}', that their 
exclusive character and privileges may be abolished, 
their land divided among them in fee^ and themselves 
left to merge into the general community of free per- 
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sons. We called at the residence of Captain Wright, i 
who was from hoine^ but his lady politely gave vol \ 
what information we desired. The present number of j 
maroons is about six hundred. Moore Town^ and 
Altamont are most accessible from Port Antonio, from^ 
whence there is a carriage road, to within five milei^.] 
from the former. ^i 

21st. — We returned this morning to Bath ; and kkl 
the afternoon to Port Morant. 

22nd. — We returned to Kingston early this morning^' i 
where we [had the pleasure of meeting J. A. THOHfB^': 
and J. H. Kimball, of the United States, who hav< 
been engaged in an inquiry into the results of complei 
emancipation and the apprenticeship, in Antigua an 
Barbados. 

23rd. — ^The following instance of the inhuman! 
with which the free children and their mothers are t 
ed, even at the seat of Government, was related to us^< 
by an individual, intimately acquainted with the cir 
cumstances. A few days ago, an apprentice at th< 
country property of a medical man, residing in Spanis] 
Town, came to her master's town residence, a distan 
of nine miles, with her infant in a dying condition ; he 
refused to look at the child, and ordered her to retui 
immediately to her work. An individual to whom a 
applied in great distress, saying her child would die 
the way, if she attempted to return home, suffered her 
remain in his house, at the risk of a prosecution, £ 
harboring an apprentice, under a clause of the Act i 
Aid. The child died two days afterwards, and a 
returned to her labor. 

4th Month, 2nd, (April.) — ^We went this morning 
pay a visit to Capt. Kent, R. N. a Special Magis 
in the Port Royal Mountains. His residence is 
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lOuse of Robertsfield Coffee Estate, and is a spa- 
md convenient mansion, though very difficult of 
, being situated on the breast of a hill, several 
h1 feet bigh, the sides of which are excessively 
There are many such dwellings in Jamaica, 
excite our wonder, at the industry displayed in 
Qveyance of building materials, for many miles 
1, which might be deemed almost impracticable 
:h purposes. Robertsfield commands a view of 
nense valley, formed by the highest mountains 
; island, through which runs the river Yallahs, 
cted in this dry season vrithin very narrow limits, 
1 its spacious and rocky bed bears witness to its 
size and impetuosity. The mountain scenery of 
loyal and St. Andrews, has a different character 
hat of Portland and St. Thomas in the East. 
des of the hills are cleared of their native timber, 
leir huge masses and towering peaks are fully 
5d to view. So clear is the atmosphere, that they 
Ml with a distinctness that lessens considerably 
ipparent height and distance. 
i. — ^Affeer breakfast, we accompanied Captain 
to Clifton Mount, a large coffee estate near the 
it of St. Catherine's Peak. The great house of 
a Mount, is situated four thousand two hundred 
love the sea, at an elevation greater than that of 
t any other residence in the island. The Peak 
mmediately before it, and as seen from this point 
Bv, is perfectly conical in form, and covered with 
It is a conspicuous landmark at sea. The 
ice to the summit does not exceed a mile, but it is 
f seven hundred feet higher than Clifton Mount, 
to the Peak is the outline of the still loftier moun- 
called John Crow Hill y and the eye traces in the 
F p 
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same line, the three Peaks of the Blue Mountains^ tl 
highest summits in Jamaica. The attorney of Clifltfi 
Mount, Colin Chisholm, accompanied us to the p^ 
called Content Gap, from whence is seen a magnifioe 
prospect of the plain and mountains of Liguanea, tl 
city and harbor of Kingston, and the adjacent coa|| 
We rode through the " Gap," and ascended by a fl| 
ral path to Cold Spring, the ruins of the property ^ 
seat of the Wallens, celebrated by Bryan Edwab|| 
The thermometer at this elevation, ranges througha 
the year from 44o to 70<>. The cofifee and tea tree 
the JNlagnolia, English and American oaks, firs, cedai 
broom, and furze grow here together. The oaks oo| 
mence their hybernation regularly at the same season j 
in our own climate. There are two of the old Engli) 
variety, of which the largest, though still vegetatioj 
was laid prostrate by the tempest of 1815, a period .i 
memorable in this mountainous district, that it is e^ 
ployed by the negros, as an epoch, from whence to 
all subsequent events. Its effects are still visible, 
swoln torrents having torn away masses of rock, 
carried off the soil from the sides of the mount 
leaving in many places, the bare rock or the origii 
earthy strata fully exposed. We ascended from 
Spring nearly to the summit of the Peak. The si 
wild strawberry and blackberry of our own country 
common at this height, but the coflfee tree ceases 
flourish at a greater elevation than four thousand 
four thousand five hundred feet. 

4th. — ^We left Robertsfield early this mornings 
called on our way to Kingston, at the house 
S. Bourne, where we met R. Chisholm, a planter 
his district, who has the credit of governing his 
prentices with kindness, and without the need of 
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pendiary interference. His estate is in excellent order^ 
ind very productive, and he assured us he would not 
*like for it one shilling less than before the introduction 
'%rthe apprenticeship. 

' 6th.— ^Two Special Magistrates related to us instan- 

^bes of the wanton destruction of the goats belonging to 

'( ^ apprentices, by the overseers. In one case, a goat 

lldonging to one of the negros, which was tied up in a 

j^olley, was destroyed by an overseer with his dog. In 

Ike other, a goat similarly secured, which was big with 

['yomig, was beaten to death by a brutal overseer with 

stick. Numerous cases have been mentioned to us 

[tf-the hogs and poultry of the negros, being shot by the 

vrerseers. This species of persecution frequently fol- 

jfaws as an act of retaliation, when the apprentices seek 

protection of the law. 

flth. — ^Yesterday we came to Jericho, in the parish 
'irfSt. Thomas in the Vale, to pay a short visit to John 
'Clark£, the Baptist missionary, and called with him 
^diis morning on Nicholas Gyles, the proprietor of 
'Recess plantation, an individual prominent in the re- 
^oent contest, which terminated in the dismission of Dr. 
^4^illmbr from the magistracy. He received us cour- 
lusly, and conversed with us for some time on the 
«tate of the island. Among other signs of the decline 
-of its prosperity, he mentioned the decrease of litiga- 
tion, which he considered a proof that there was little 
left worth contending for. He read to us a long letter, 
he had just written to a friend in London, describing 
the ruin of the colony, which concluded with the ex- 
f pression, "that without coercion, no ^ood could be 
' done after the termination of the apprenticeship." He 
^ did not believe that his negros were a worse set of peo- 
I- pie than on any other property, and when a proprietor 
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praised his apprentices, he considered it a proof that 
he did not manage them himself, for in bis own opinion, 
they could never be changed nor improved " so long as 
they were black." He said that his negros, whom 
Dr. Palmer had instigated to rebellion, were now 
building new houses for themselves, which was a proof 
they did not mean to leave the estate after 1840, though 
he intimated they might then intend to take forcible 
possession. Such was their inconsistency, that when 
he advertised Recess a short time since for sale, bis 
apprentices came to him in a liody, and said, they did 
not want to belong to any one else. He advertised it 
as " in a high state of cultivation, notwithstanding 
circumstances," an e.\pression which had been laid hold 
of, to disprove the charges he brought against the »A- 
ministration of Dr. Palmer; but this high state of 
cultivation was secured, he observed, by the sacrifice of 
a part of last year's crop. We requested to see the 
negro houses and hospital, to which he assented. Seve- 
ral of the former which we entered, consisted of three 
small apartments, which were rude, ill-constructed, 
and dirty ; the floors of bare earth, the walls were un- 
plastered, and the whole had an air of extreme dis- 
comfort. He said they were proofs of the idleness 
of the people. , In another cottage, we noticed and 
praised the healthy appearance of the free children. 
The proprietor said it was nothing like what it would 
have been in slavery ; in 1834 he returned twenty- 
four children under six years of age, out of one hun- 
dred and twenty slaves, and that there were fewer 
free children on the property now. In another cottage 
was a man lying on a mat on the floor, evidently very 
ill from fever, with his arm bound up. His master ' 
asked him why he did not go to the hospital, he replied, 
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to 
ie it was a place c^ cc^t-i 
^ bat only staid abcci i: 
and went down to Lis cvti i^:. Ti.<c it&:e=jrc: c^f 

sick man, tliat iaaznctriL T>:>£«ce vos uac>i 
iids him was rerr faintiv ctzJjtL^ 2^d indeed rer.- 
sd atin more probable by the expl^nj^on which wia 
red. The sreat house on Rece^^ stands on ibe 
leene on which the coftt^ i« dried, and the ba&emect 
y consists of store rooms and the hospital. This 

is a small room without a window, about six 
a half feet high, furnished only with an inclined 
le ot boards, on which the patients sleep. The 
r is kept locked^ but is worn full of holes, which 
dt light and a little air. There was no patient in 
mt the effluvia of the apartment was still perceptible. 
; side of it is a place of confinement, which has been 
t appropriately named by the negros '*'the coffin.** 
I constructed by a strong, wooden partition, thrown 
iss the room at a distance of fourteen or sixteen 
les from the wall, and with a floor elevated sixteei) 
ighteen inches from the ground, so that it is not 
re than five feet high. From these dimensions it 18 
lent, that a person could not stand upright in it, 

sit without being wedged, nor lie in any other 
ition than on the side. Wlien one or more prison - 
were confined, the heat must have been excessive, 
I the absence of light total. The door had been ro- 

FF 3 
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moved, and we were assured by the proprietor that rf 
had not been used since 1834. He told us that it bad 
saved the life of many a poor dirt eater, and also many 
a negro from more severe puuisbment. He said 
tliat it was made many years ago, lo punish a woman 
after whose name he had called it, but the negros, al- 
ways ready with a nickname, bad cidled it " the coffin," 
He also gave ua an account of the attempt of Palmer* 
and Ha KRIS, acting under the direction of Lord Sligo, to 
see this celebnited place of punishment ; which attempt 
had created much excitement, having been made the 
foundation of actions in the Island Courts, and a 
prominent part of those proceedings which teraunated 
in the dismission of Dr. Palmer, and the removal of 
Habbis to another part of the island. The proprietor 
of Recess was very bitter against Lewis Grant, one 
of his apprentices, who was a Baptist, and as he des- 
cribed him, a great leader among the other negros. 
He reg'retted that he bad not shewn us a chapel, which 
the negros bad built in the negro village, and in which, 
be informed us, they meet every other night, and make 
a great disturbance. On a recent occasion, he sud he 
went there while they were holding their meeting, with 
a cutlass in his hand, and ordered bis man to follow 
with a fowling piece, which latter, however, was for 
the purpose of killing a hog; and that Lewis Grant 
bad since made an affidauit, that his master had come 
to the chapel with loaded pistols, and that be was 
afraid of bis life. ^i 

10th. — We took leave this morning itf our very, 
kind friends at the Mission House at Jericho, and pi»- 
ceeded to Sligoville, a station in St. Catherine's Moii»>' 

' See Appendix F, Sec. xiii. 
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titiQ6> attsched to the Baptist missiMi in SpaoUb town. 
Wc were kincUy wclninwd bj i. M. Piiiujro. TUa 
motuitainoas district, tboogti poasenin^ great adran- 
tages of eitu&UoD, kmI sod climate, has been bitbrrto 
B^lectnl, and is (till trild and uncutti rated. The 
popolation bowerer, is safficientlj' Ui^ to supply a 
onmcrous attendance at tbe ntisaioo chapel and scbool. 
Tlie premises arc eitgated oo an eminence, aboat two 
Ihoasand fi>'e bundred feet above tbe sea, and couintand 
an extensive prospect on all sides. The whole breadth 
of the island is visible ^m Old Hurbour, on the south 
to Port Antonio, on the north aide. Sligoville derivea 
iU name from a Soelj- situated mountain residence of 
the late Governor, in this neighbourhood. 

Ittb. — We returned to Spanish Town early this 
by a mountain ride, which is not surpassed 
in the island. From their contiguity to the 
these moiiutatns offer delightful situations for 
residences, and accordingly, within the last few 
au active spirit of improvement has been maoi- 
in the district. 

A numerous meeting of the custodes and other 
leading persons from the different parishes, was yester- 
day held to establish a scale of labor, which is a foi'o- 
rite project with Sir Lionel Smith, who carried it into 
eflect in Barbados contrary to law. Soon after his 
assumption of this Government, he directed the plan- 
ters to form committees in their respective parishes, to 
agree upon labor scales, and the present meeting was 
summoned to reduce these to a general standard. No 
project can well be conceived more absurd and imprac- 
ticable, as the greatest variety of soils is found in Jamai- 
ca, no two parishes, nor scarcely any two estates being 
precisely alike. Notwithstanding such difficulties, a 
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table amount of labor from the apprentices;, 
instance of the use^ to which a scale would hav 
applied, it may be mentioned, that almost immc 
after the Governor issued his first circular 
parishes, one of the Special Magistrates reporte 
certain overseers in his district were filling 
ranks of their first or strong gangs with weaker 
ers ; and compelling people to turn out, who ha 
viously ceased to labor on account of age or infi 
under the expectation of being able to extort th 
of able-bodied laborers from the gangs under tl 
jected scale, estimated by their number withe 
reference to their efl&ciency.* 

13th, — ^We saw to day in Kingston, two intc 
negros who had run away from their estate for 
being flogged, pursuant to a sentence of the I 
Magistrate. They applied to W. W. Andbrso] 
found their case to be one of peculiar hardshi 
consented to endeavour to bring it by certiorari 
the cognizance of the Court of Assize. We < 
ed a copy of their affidavit which relates the i 

* Although the project of a scale of labor for the whoL 
was thus abandoned, it by no means followed that the parii 
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■Kptftacnlan. Their names are Joseph and Cato 
fanH, and they belong to Robert Jokin, of Torrinflrton 
ra, in St Thomas in the East. They are part of a job- 
Hfgingof nefipros, who work at a distance from 
wir homes, to which they return only once a week. 
^'Biidr pronrion grounds were repeatedly trespassed in, 
^Iri their provisions destroyed by the cattle of the 
Mc^ irfiich were not penned up, nor sufficiently at* 
IbmU to i and although they did what they could by 
^^Bg fences, it was impossible for them, on account 
iffleir long absence from home, to prevent or repair 
m damage sustained, and they consequently had 
iBtnfBcient provision for their maintenance. Their 
■Bter refused to afford them any remedy or compen- 
■fcn. They applied to Special Justice Willis, who 
[Mithem their master was not liable for the damage, 
tf they must attend to their grounds themselves. On 
k refusal to redress their grievances, these appren- 
ftes and about sixteen others, uien and women, went 
b Spanish Town to see the Governor, but he was 
(sent on a tour of the island, and they returned with a 
tter from Special Justice Hill to the Governor, whom 
ley saw at Golden Grove, where he was staying, 
Jar their master's property. They stated the treat- 
lent that they had received, and further, that the po- 
oe had been upon the property for some time, destroy- 
ig and linng upou the hogs and poultry of the ap- 
rentices. The Governor directed Alexander Bar- 
iLAT, a local magistrate, and member of Assembly 
or the parish, to go upon the property with Special 
Justice Willis, and see the provision grounds of the 
apprentices, and report 'their state to him. They ac» 
cordingly visited Torrington some days afterwards, 
^hen the gang were called up before them. Barclay 
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told them he thought they had a good right to \^hat 
they asked^ but that it was impossible to give it them^ ^ 
as it would be a bad precedent for all the jobbing 
gangs in the parish. Special Justice Willis asked t 
their master, which were " the two Governor's men," * 
and these two negros were pointed out to him. He ^ 
then said that no King or Governor should prevent hii • ^< 
punishing them, and proceeded to sentence seven of 
the women to the treadmill, and these men, and four * ' 
others, to receive fifty lashes each, which sentences J 
were carried into effect, except in the case of these 
negros, Joseph and Cato Smith, who agidn ran off to 
Spanish Town. They had obtained a letter from the 
Governor's Secretary, to the Special Justice. They had 
never been flogged during slavery, and seemed to be iB.j 
such terror, that it appeared as if they could not be 
induced to return home, as in consequence of the ex- 
pressions used by the Special Justice, they were certain' 
they should ha flogged, notwithstanding any instruc- 
tions to the contrary, in the letter of which they were 
the bearers. 

14th. — ^We embarked for New York, in the J. W. 
Cater packet. 

Before concluding our journal, it may not be im- j 
proper to mention an official investigation, that took; 
place during our stay in the colony, and which affordi 
some important illustrations of the condition of tkl 
negros. On the 18th of February, an apprentio^ 
named Joe Dawkins, from Spencer's Pen, in St. Ci» 
therine's parish, came to Spanish Town, to complali 
to Special Justice Ramsay ; that he was threatened! 
with punishment, by Jambs Dundass, the overseer o( 
Molynes, an estate in St. Andrews, belonging to AN' 
THONY Davis, residing in England, who is qIso tbt 
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proprietor of Spencer's Pen. On the 13th instant^ he, 
(Dawkins) was employed in taking lime to Molynes, 
with a mule and cart, when the axletree broke and he 
was obliged to put up the cart on an estate by the way. 
He went on and reported the accident to Dundass, 
who behaved with such violence towards him, that he 
nm off to Spanish Town for protection. In order to 
explain his fears, he stated that, the said Dundass was 
in the habit of maltreating the apprentices on Molynes ; 
that some of them wore rivetted iron collars ; that 
Dundass put others in the stocks and chained them 
by the neck to a post in the hot house ; that he beat 
them with his supplejack, and that a fortnight ago he 
had caused one of the apprentices to be laid down by 
two of the negros, while a third gave him a severe 
flogging. On the same day an apprentice from Moly- 
oes, named James Wine, came to Spanish Town to 
complain to the Governor, and was referred to the 
same Special Justice. He complained that he had 
been turned out of the hospital, and compelled to work 
during severe sickness. He confirmed the statement 
of the preceding witness, with the addition, that the 
use of rivetted iron collars on the estate, was sanc- 
tioned by Lloyd, the former Special Justice of the 
district, who was afterwards removed to another part 
of the island, and by his successor. Captain Brownson, 
who was at this date, in charge of the district as Spe- 
cial Magistrate. These depositions were reported to 
the Governor, who ordered Special Justices, Kent 
add Moresby, to proceed to Molynes estate, and in- 
quire into the facts and into the penal discipline in 
use on the estate. The following is an abstract of 
.some of the affidavits of the apprentices. 

John Cumso, " a miserable object with diseased 
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feet," states^ that, he had an iron collar put on his j 
neck by order of Special Justice Llotd some tinae ^ 
after August, 1834, and does not remember when it | 
was taken off. In the time of that magistrate^ be was j 
frequently put in the stocks by Dundass^ during his \ 
half Friday. 

Elsey Lewis deposes, that she was compelled to 
wear an iron collar nearly a year and a half, and thai 
Lloyd saw Dundass screw it on. 

William Lake deposes, that four weeks ago, he 
received thirty-nine lashes by order of Captain Brown- 
son, who also ordered that the blacksmith should • 
rivet an iron collar on his neck, which he has worn 
ever since, and worked in the field. Before he was 
brought before the Special Justice, he was kept five 
days and nights in the hot house, handcuffed and in 
the stocks, and was chained to a post one of those 
nights. He did not hear Dundass tell the magistrate 
that he confined him, and he, (Lake) made no complaint 
to the magistrate himself. In reference also to William 
Lake's case, there is the following entry in the com- 
plaiiitrbook of Molynbs* estate : — '^January 9th, 1837. 
William Lake charged with being a runaway, to 
receive thirty-nine stripes^ and to pay back eighty 
daySy that he has been absent, and to wear a rivetted 
iron collar for six weeks. Signed W. H. Brownson." 
Susan Porter deposes, that since christmas sLe 
was confined in the dark room from one o'clock on 
Wednesday, until ten o'clock on the following Friday, 
(two days and nights,) during which time, she had no 
food of any sort. She told Captain Brownson, but 
he took no notice of her complaint. She was locked 
up once before, but did not complain to the magistrate. 
About ten months after the 1st of August, 1834, she 
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ras severely flogged by Mr. Dunbass^ but did not 
omplain to the magistrate. She did complain twice 
» Captain Brownson about two months ago, that she 
mi no allowance of food and no days. He said he 
vmild see to it, but he did not, and she has nothing to 
\hfe upon but what her children give her, 

Al£XAnd£r Notice, states, that about four weeks 
^p DuNDAss caused two of the other apprentices to 
lay hold of him, while a third flogged him severely on 
the bare back with a cat. He was not tried by the 
Special Magistrate, and did not go to complain. The 
day DuNDAss had previously j severely beaten 
over the head and neck with a horse-whip. 

Richard Dawkins deposes, ^that he was flogged 
by DuN9i%sSj and did not go to complain, but ran 
itniy ; for which, when taken, he was locked up in the 
dark room two days before Christmas. He was chain- 
ti to a post and handcufPed^ the chain ran through 
\hehandcaff. 

Edward Dawkins deposes, that he has seen Wil- 
liam Lakb and Richard Dawkins, in the stocks, with 
ion collars round their necks, and a chain passed 
lirough the collars and fastened to a post, and knows 
that StTSAN PoRTBR was locked up for several days. 
Fhey have never gone to the magistrate, as they knew 
they would getno right. Never s aw Dundasss trike 
any but the little children. The apprentices are 
oiten locked up at night, and let out in the morning, 
without ever being [brought before a Special Magis- 
trate. 

William Naar states, that he has been so locked 
iip^himscflf. He remembers Dundass flogging Rich- 
Aft> Dawkins, he, (Naar^ brought the cat out of the 
^se to flog him. Dawkins ran away, and when he 

G 6 
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was taken^ he was confined in the stocks and chained to 
a post. 

The same facts are reiterated by numerous other 
witnesses. The room in which the apprentices were' 
punished by being handcuffed, put in the stocks^ and 
chained by the neck to a post, is described by the fol- 
lowing witnesses. 

Thomas Mumford, the second constable, says '^the 
lock-up place is the hospital in which is the stocks.'* 

James Daniel, the head constable, — ''knows of 
several instances of the apprentices being placed in 
the stocks by order of Mr. Dundass, and chained to a 
post in the place of confinement. It is a close place 
but not so dark.*' 

Frederick Kramma, a German, employed as a' 
mechanic, and occasionally as a book-keeper, on Mo- 
lynes, states '' that the windows in the hospital were 
built up and loop-holes made, and that the fire-place - 
has been lately closed, in consequence of a female ap- f 
prentice making her escape up the chimney. ^ 

James Dennison, the book-keeper, deposes; '^the J 
hospital was closed up before I came to Molynes; what 
were formerly the windows, have been converted into 
loop-holes; it is in fact a dark room. Heard Mr. 
DuNDAss flog the stable boys last Sunday , because 
they left the grass piece open. Has never seen him 
flog any but the house people. 3 

Dundass himself handed in a written statement to 1 
the magistrates, in which he asserts, the iron collars 
were rivetted on the necks of the apprentices, by order 
of the Special Magistrates ; that W11.LIAM Lake was 
confined in the stocks and chained to a post for se- 
curityy till Captain Brownson should visit the pro- 
perty, and try him as a runaway ; that John Cumso 
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Was locked up on Friday nighty by order of Special 
Justice Llotd. He admits having struck Susan Por- 
ter with a supplejack 3 he admits having locked up 
some of the apprentices without calling in the Special 
Magistrate $ he admits having flogged Alexander 
NcrrjCB. 

Tlie sole remark, we think it necessary to make 
on the above disclosures, is, that it is apparent, that 
whatever cruelty the negros on Molynes endured, whe- 
ther flogged, kept without food, put in the stocks, or 
diained by the neck, they never thought of applying 
to the Special Magistrates of the district, who, they 
well knew, would afford them no protection. The 
above inquiry was the result of the accident of Dun- 
bass having threatened and assaulted an apprentice 
on another property, Spencer's Pen, who lived in the 
district of William Ramsay, a magistrate of a very 
difierent character from Lloyd and Brownson. We 
now come to the immediate bearing of this painful 
subject upon the present condition of the apprentices 
• generally. The two Stipendiaries, Lloyd and Brown- 
son, were dismissed from office by Sir Lionel Smith, 
for having employed the illegal punishment of rivetted 
iron collars, and for having suppressed those sentences 
in their official reports. The character of their gene- 
ral administration of the law may be appreciated from 
the fact, that while they were each accustomed to re- 
port monthly, about one hundred and fifty cases of 
punishment, of which a large proportion were by flogg- 
ing, their successors reported at the end of the first 
month, the one nineteen and the other fourteen cases, 
in none of which corporal punishment had been in- 
flicted. On the occasion of his former removal from 
his district by Lord Sligo, Lloyd received an address 
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of thanks and approbation, from the magistrates of St. 
Andrews ; and Brownson who succeeded him in that 
parish followed in the same steps, and became equally 
popular. On their final dismissal as above mentioned, 
they received the strongest expressions of sympathy 
from the planters, by whom their past condiM!t was 
eulogised in the most emphatic terms, as will appear 
from the following extracts :— -^^ A farewell dinner wtas 
given to Captain Brownson at Halfway Tree, on 
Thursday, for the purpose of presenting bhn with a 
testimonial of the parishioners' respect. A snAacrip- 
tion has been also raised for the purchase of some me- 
morial, as a tribute (if gratitude for his impartial oon-* 
duct in administering the law as Special Justice.^' 

Jamaica Despatch, May 1st,, 1837. 

His colleague received a still more signal mark of 
approbation. The whole parish of Clarendon was . 
moved to do him honor, and he was presented with the 
following address : — 

^^ To Samuel Lloyd, Esq. late Special Justice for 
the parish of Clarendon, &c. &c. 

Sir, 
We, the magistrates, freeholders, and other inhabitants of 
the parish of Clarendon, beg leave to offer the expression of our 
unfeigned regret at your dismissal £Tom the Special Magistracy 
of this island. fVe deplore this event as a public calamity; 
and when we reflect on the disorganised and unsettled state, 
in which you found many of the properties in this district, 
(arising from circumstances which led to the removal of your 
predecessor,) we feel that to your exertions, and to the faith- 
^1 discharge of your official duties, we are indebted for our 
present comparative tranquillity. Your vigiIa$i€ei€tcHve. habits 
and address, were peculiarly calculated to restore order ; and 
we venture to affirm, that the result of the strictest investi- 
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l^on, would prove creditable to yourself, and shew that 
your great object was the maintenance of proper discipline, 
with the least possible severity. We shall always be happy, 
individually and collectively, to bear testimony to your im- 
partiality as, a judge. With you, the rich and poor, the mas- 
ter and apprentice, had upon all occasions an equal hearing ; 
and if at any time you have erred, in not rigidly fulfilling all 
Ike provisions of the Abolition Act, we are satisfied that such 
error was of the head, not of the heart. In the execution of 
jour arduous duties, you have succeeded in conciliating the 
good opinion of all classes of this commimity ; and we trust 
you may have also gained the approbation of God and your 
own conscience. Wherever fortime may lead you, be as- 
sured our best wishes will always accompany you. 

WILLIAM COLLEMAN, Chairman. 

At the meeting at which the above was agreed to, 
the report of the Despatch states : 

'^ A subscription was immediately entered into^ for 
the purpose of affording Mr Lloyd a substantial proof 
of the estimation and regard he was held in, by the 
community in general; when the following sums, 
(amoimting to two hundred and forty pounds,) were 
instantly subscribed by the gentlemen present; and 
there is not the slightest doubt, that treble this amount 
will be raised in the other districts of the parish, and 
this laudable example followed throughout the island.'* 
The above shew that the pro -slavery feeling in Jamaica, 
is as general and as malignant as ever. 

Besides dismissing the magistrates, the Governor 
directed the Attorney General to prosecute Dundass, 
and accordingly seven indictments were sent up to the 
Grand Jury against him at the ensuing Assizes. True 
bills were found in two of the least important cases 
only, cases in which Dundass had committed himself 
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by admitting the facts. The Grand Jury ignored the 
other five, and made the following presentment, 

" With feelings of the deepest regret, we have to 
observe, that in the examinations of the several wit- 
nesses from Molynes estate, we have found great dis- 
crepancy and contradiction, particularly as relates to 
five of the seven indictments, preferred against James 
DuNDAss, overseer of the said estate, the evidence not 
at all bearing out the charges set forth.* 

" We also humbly conceive, that charges of so Ught 
and frivolous a nature ^ as appeared from the evidence 
adduced, should have been referred to the Special Ma- 
gistrates, who are the judges appointed by law to take 
cognizance of them, or to the Petty Courts of the 
country. 

" We feel the greatest pride on all occasiims, fear- 
lessly to perform our duty to our country, but fi^view 
with alarm these appearances of persecutionj and we 

* An intelligent individual, intimately acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances, writes as follows. '' Mr. Dukdass, immediately on the 
investigation closing, was so satisfied, that he must stand condemned 
before a jury of bis country, that he got his brother to write a letter 
to Mr. Daly, the county Inspector, requesting him to use his influ- 
ence with the Attorney General, to instruct that the prosecutions 
should be tried in the Court of Quarter Sessions ; alleging that some 
personal dislike which the Chief Justice had towards him, gave him 
no expectation but that of a severe sentence at his hands. At this 
time, there was no imputation of perjury against the apprentices, on 
whose evid^ice he and the magistrates were judged guilty, nothing 
on which he could raise the cry of p^nsecution, no features in the 
proceedings to be deprecated, as calculated to destroy all confidence 
between the extreme classes of society ; yet how strikingly does the 
scheme of persuading the Attorney General to turn over the cases to 
the Quarter Sessions, tally with the presentmoit of the Grand Jury, 
that they were of a nature for reference to the Petty Courts of the 
country. This looks like artifice and contrivance, not on the part of 
the apprentices, but on that of the overseer and the Grand Inquest 
of the country. 
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(kprecaie the introduction of a system, so effectually 
calculated to destroy all confidence between the em- 
flayer and the employed, so ruinous in point of ex- 
pense to the subject, and so prejudicial to the interests 
of the island at large. 

THOMAS Mc. CORNACK, 

Foreman." 

We would call attention to two points in this pre- 
lentment ; the atrocities with which Dundass is 
AMTgcd, are characterised as '^ light and frivolous ;" 
iBdfeoondly, it is glaringly evident from the conclu- 
diog peragrai^i of their presentment^ that this Grand 
Jnry irfflanters, looked not solely to the evidence laid 
kdbre tiiem, but to the bearing of the proceedings 
ai^at IHnf^AM, on the planting interests of the island 
aft korge ; interests which are thus identified with a sys- 
tm of'Crael and hateftd coercion. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



THE RESULTS OF THE APPRENTICESa 
IN JAMAICA.* 

The preceding chapters contain our own obserra- 
tions on the condition of the nes;ros ; and in the Ap- 
pendix F will be found authentic informationlon various 
important subjects included in our inquiry. In the 
4th Section of that Appendix, there is especially a large 
amount of the testimony of the negros themselves, 
respecting their sufferings and treatment. Such is the 
nature of the evidence we have to lay before the public, 
as the result of a personal investigation of the mode b 
which the present system is administered, in almost 
every part of the island, and on plantations comprising 
every kind of cultivation. 

The reader will form his own opinion, respecting 
what we deem to be, the internal evidence of the au- 
thenticity and truth of the statements of the appren- 
tices themselves ; but it is important to add that the great 
majority of the negros whose testimony we have cited, 
are intelligent, and of good character ; many of them 
are connected with religious societies, and are known 

" Althoagh the ioUowing observations relate only to Jamaic*, 
there is reason t« believe, that the conditioa of the negros in some 
of the other colonies, pu-ticuloi'ly in Demerara and Trinidad, u t&i 
worse thitn in Jamaica Itself. 
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mt Act for die ^hnininn of S Uiai ,*' w^s op- 
pond to the views of those mho obiected on principle 
to davery ; whose exertions Lad excited general paUic 
^■qpatfay far the oppressed, and at kngth iii^:ed the 
fmtian ci Abolition, on the attention of 'an unwillinsr 
Bofemment. Ther could not hare done otbenrise 
Bmd protest as they did, against a law, which declared 
fafery to be for ever abolished, and theslaTes set free, 
Mdgect to such exceptions, as created a new kind of 
daverjr, under the name of Apprenticeship ; an anoma- 
lous condition, in which the negros were continued, 
Mder a system of coerced and nnrequited labor. Nor, 
tthongh they might have concurred in the grant of a 
Bberal relief to the proprietors, whom slavery had ruined, 
biorder to enable them to commence a better s}*stem, 

* '^ We entreat His Majesty*s Ministers not to contemplnto any 
l ap cif fec t measure of Emancipation. We are deeply oonvinood, 
m$t iShe ii^;ro must be fully restored to his rights, and that no 
Miume of Emancipation, which would leave him half a slave and 
iNlf a fireman, would tend materially either to his own bonoflt, or 
ti tibe tranquillity of the Colonies."— Memorial to Earl Grey, signcnl 
Bd presented by the three hundred and thirty-nine Antl •alavory 
Idegates, April 19th, 1833. 



nitlon of the right and UirfulnesB of Blaverjfl 
were fatal objections to the new scheme ; and t| 
has proved, that they were not merely of a thd 
character. t The simple declaratioii by the E 
Legislature, of the inherent personal and ci*T| 
of the negroa, as fellow snbjeets under thej 
crowii, as equal members of the human family,i 
dowed with the same physical and moral caj 
would have ensured those rights some degree] 
pect from the local authorities and the plant 
whom they are now trodden upon. 

However, for the sake of our argument, I 
suppose that, the Act for the Abolition, wassu<^ 
sure as the public voice demanded, a measure cd 
with humanity and justice. In this point of 
appears in the light of a great national com] 
which the British Nation covenanted to pay- 



* " The Metropolitan CommiUees feel it expedient M 
attention pointedly to the distinction they have drawn ben 
peneation and relief. They wholly and absolutely diacl^i| 
ciple of cooipenBntioQ : they deny that it is due : they proU 
its payment: they consider compensation to be directly^ 
the vcryprinniples upon which the title to Emancipation is] 
— Cirenlar of the London Anti-alavery Committeeaj Aprif 
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mknis stcffing. for die pnxuMBt of uit Iniern- ic tiif 
ifcs in tlie West ho&t Cxuozassu Tje Mi^iz-iriu^. izic 
e Cape of Good Hope, ix iLe xec^ IScfi^. i:dc i^¥j : 

d mitigatied tcujlu de, viocii ^itzjc be 1^:1. 
om state of txanataon t& xxT^e^sXrSded frvrarii. I: 
■■ins tbeicfiDre to rsqizire. bow fir iLt prcrTi^S:'!:^ of 
im eostlT measore faane been curned ci=i. icrd 10 ooa>- 
■e tlie cmiditioo created in tbeoiy. by rtf ^pclioiocs. 
Ui the actoal etite of the slare popul&lSo:: is Jumaxa. 
The first danse of the Act. prer::f:r.g the jizstioe 
id expediency of the abolhioo of slLTery. had of com- 
enaatioii to dare ma&ters, declares, that it is expedi- 
It to make pnmsion for secniiziz tLe indn«tiy amd 
Dod conduct of the manumitted filares for a limited 
eriod ; and thai it is necessary to afTord time for the 
jqption of the local colonial laws to a state of freedom. 
t therefore enacts, that all persons who, on the first 
f August 1834, shall hare been duly roistered as 
laves, and shall appear on the re^stry, to be six years 
Id or upwards, shall from that day become apprenticed 
iborers. We have already shewn, that the wow-re- 
^iered slaves are also detained in apprenticeship in 
Erect violation of this enactment. 

The second clause enacts, that all persons, who would 
br the time being, have been entitled to the services of 
{9ie slaves, if this Act had not been made, shall be en- 
tilled to their services as apprenticed laborers. No 
other services are thus transferred to the slave-masters, 
[Aiaa what the colonial laws secured to them, under the 
rious system. By those laws, the mothers of six 
more living children, were exempted from field la- 
and provided with ^^ an easy and comfortable 
viaintenance ;" but under the Apprenticeship, this 



class of elaves, including, in iiumerouB iuBtaaces, indi- 
viduals wiio have been for years in the enjoyment of 
their exemptiuns, have been turned into the field, and 
coerced to the perforuiance of the severest kind of 
labur. 

The fourth clause of the Act divides the appren- 
ticed laborers into three district classea : — -preiiials 
attached, or those, " who, in their state of slavery, 
were usually employed in agriculture, or in the manu- 
facture of colonial produce, or otherwise upon lands 
belonging to their owners :" — ^redials unaitacAed,Vfho 
were employed in like manner, , " upon lands not be- 
longing to their owners;" aad non-predials, "com- 
prising all aitprenticed laborers, not included within 
either of the two preceding classes." It Is also pro- 
vided; "that no person of the age of twelve years and 
upwards, shall be included in either of the said two 
classes of predial apprenticed laborers, unless sucb 
person shall for twelve calendar months at the least, 
next before the passing of this present Act, (viz. from 
August 28th, 1832, to August 28tli, 1833,) have been 
habitually employed in agriculture or the manufacture 
of colonial produce." The fifth clause declares, that 
the predial apprentices shall become free on the Ist 
of August, 1840 ; and the sixth, that the non-predials 
shall be emancipated on the Ist of August, 1838. 
The slaves between the ages of six and thirteen years, 
are left by these clauses, to be classed as predialfi 
or non-predials, at the pleasure of their owners. 
The classification of the apprentices has been hitherto 
left undetermined, on a vast majority of the estates 
in Jamaica, and in the mean time great numbers 
of the non-predials have been defrauded of their 
rights. The very numerous body of apprentices called 
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estates' tradesmen, including the coopers, carpenters, 
Biasons, smiths, &c. are by common consent, deemed 
and taken to be prediais; notwithstanding the ex- 
press words of the Law, that none shall be so classed, 
who were not, during the twelvemonth specified, ^^ ha- 
Utaally employed in agriculture, or the manufacture of 
i eolonial produce/' Such of them as have purchased 
r Iheir freedom by valuation, have been rated at an ex- 
oessive daily or yearly value, multiplied by the full 
term of days or years, of the predial apprenticeship. In 
many instances even the domestic slaves, have been 
made prediais ;* and numerous cases are given in Ap- 
pendix F., and in other parts of this volume, of domes- 
tics being turned into the field by their owners or over- 
seers. A local Act was passed during our stay in the 
colony, to enable the planters to carry a fraudulent 
classification still more extensively into effect. The 
rights of the non-predials have been hitherto violated 
with impunity ; and the great majority of th^*m will 
be forcibly detained in bondage beyond the 1st of 
August, 1838. 

The 7th clause of the Abolition Act empowers mas- 
ters to manumit their apprentices. A few noble-mind- 
ed individuals have availed themselves of this power of 
manumission, the only privilege which a slave-master, 
as such, can exercise with a safe conscience. Many 
members of the Baptist churches in Jamaica, some of 
whom were dependent on the labor of a few negros 
for subsistence, have recently, from conscientious mo- 
tives, set their apprentices free, and the missionaries 



• We have already quoted the expression of a local magistrate 
of Vere, that in that important and populous parish, the class of non- 
prediais, has been abolished by the planters. 
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of that deuomiDatioii anticipate, tbat their several 
churches will soon be clear of the sin of slave-holding. ^ 
If it he unlanful to take the fruit of the laborer's toil 
without payment, whether he is called a free man, : 
alave, or itn apprentice, we would commend the conduct 
of these few, poor, despised, colored christians, to the 
imitation of the wealthy, liberal and professedly chris- 
tian apprentice- owners, residing in England. Tie 
7th clause provides, that in case of the voluntary dis- 
charge of aged or infirm laborers, the masters are to 
continue liable for their support ; a provision which 
might have been spared iu Jamaica, as tbe aged or 
infirm apprentices on the plantations are supported by 
their own relations and friends. They receive nothing 
from their owners, but a few shillings'-worth of cloth- 
ing once a year, medical attendance during illness, and, 
where the proprietor is unusually indulgent, a small 
weekly allowance of salt-fish. 

The 8th clause relates to the compulsory manu- 
mission uf apprentices by valuation ; which it enacts, 
shall be effected in the manner and form to be pre- 
scribed by the local laws of the colonies. The mode 
adopted in Jamaica is the following. — A negro informs 
the Special Justice of his district, of his wish to pur- 
chase his discharge from apprenticeship. The Special 
Justice gives fourteen days' notice of the intended valu- 
ation to the owner, who appoints a local magistrate to 
unite with the Special Justice; these two magistratci 
choose a third local magistrate, and thus constitute t 
tribunal for determining the valuation. It is needless 
to offer any comment on the character of a tribunal 
composed of two local magistrates, who are almost in- 
variably planters and friends of the master, and one 
Special Magistrate, who possibly may be an impEirtttl 
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ttnd homane fiinctionan', but who is too often com- 
pletely subservient to the wishes of tlie stronger party. 
The master and other witnesses give evidence on oath 
rf the daily or yearly value of the negro's services, 
which is multiplied by his term of apprenticeship. 
The result, from which one-third is generally, though 
not always, deducted for contingencies of life and 
healthy is the amount of the valuation. When the 
three magistrates differ in their estimates, it is cus- 
tomary to add their several amounts together, and take 
an average of the total sum as the value of the appren- 
tice. Having witnessed numerous valuations in differ- 
ent parts of the island, we are enabled to speak with 
confidence, respecting the considerations, which in the 
estimation both of witnesses and magistrates, usually 
determine the value of the services of apprentices. 
The contingent loss is taken into account, which the 
master may sustain from the difficulty of replacing a 
laborer. If the apprentice is stated to be honest, in- 
telligent, and industrious, he is rated proportionably 
higher. If he has ever been employed for a short time, 
as a mechanic, or if by his own ingenuity, he has 
taught himself any handicraft business, he is valued 
accordingly, although his habitual employment may 
have been that of a common field laborer. Lastly, the 
the profit, real or imaginary, which the master would 
have made by the labor of the apprentices, during the 
remaining term of years, is taken into account ; and 
a temporary advance in the price of colonial produce, 
in the European markets, though it would not affect 
the price of labor in the colony, would instantly occa- 
sion an increase in the valuations. The negros, in short, 
I who wish to become free, are rated at higher prices, 
than they were worth as slaves ; and these prices do 



not dioiinish as the term of apprenticeship lessens* 
lit many iostances, a negro could have purchased lua 
freedom for a much smaller sum on the Ist of August, 
1834, than that which, after one or more years of uncoia- 
peneated service, he has been compelled to pay for the 
remaiuing term. In these proceedings, the colonists 
stand self-convicted of fraud ; for the wages, which 
they pay for the apprentices' extra labor, is in no kind 
of proportion to the price, which they put upon their 
services at valuation. During crop time, extra labor, 
equivalent to from two to three working days per 
week, is often remunerated by a sum, scarcely equal 
to the sworn value of half a day's labor. Notwith- 
standing, therefore, the immense eacrlfices, which the 
negroa are willing to make for freedom, numbers 
who are anxious to be valued, are still detained in 
bondage, and those who succeed in effecting their 
release, are crippled in their resources, or involved 
in debt, from which years of assiduous toil may Isal 
to relieve them. 

Instead of continuing to examine the clauses of the 
Act seriatim, we will devote our remaining space to a 
few principal considerations. 

The Imperial Act regulates the labor of the appren- 
tices in the following manner, (c. v.} No predial ap- 
prentice shall be bound or liable, to perform any labor 
in the service of his master, for more than forty-five 
hours in the whole, in any one week ; from which, in case 
the apprentice supports himself by cultivating a pro- 
vision ground, (c, xi.) euch portions of time shall be 
deducted, " as shall be adequate for the proper culti* 
vation of such ground, and for securing the crops 
thereon grown." The time deemed sufficient for thew 
purposes, is four hours and a half per week, 
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the amount of labor, required from the apprentices in 
Jamaica, is fortv and a lialf liours in the week. The 
Colonial Legislature is required [c. xvi., to frame the 
necessary regulations, for ensuring to the apprentice the 
enjoyment of his own time for his own benefit ; for se- 
caring exactness in the computation of the time, during 
which he is required to labor for his owner ; to make 
the necessary provision for preventing the imposition 
of task-work, without the free consent of the appren- 
tice to undertake the same ; and for enforcing the due 
performance of voluntary contracts on the part of the 
apprentice for labor in his own time. The reader will 
find numerous proofs in this volume that^ instead of 
forty hours and half per week, from forty-five to fifty 
hours are statedly exacted from the apprentice in 
ordinary course. The enjoyment of his own time for 
his own benefit is not ensured to him. No regulations 
exist to secure exactness in the computation of time ; 
and his days^ instead of eight and nine working hours, 
frequently extend from nine to eleven hours. Com- 
pulsory task- work, so expressly declared to be illegal, 
is frequently enforced ; and to an extent, as it has 
been our painful duty to record, in numerous instances, 
avowedly equal to what was exacted under the former 
system^ when there was no legal limitation of the hours 
of labor. We have also seen, that it has been a favorite 
policy with Sir Lionel Smith, to cause the adoption, 
throughout the island, of " a scale of work," by which 
labor would be regulated by quantity and not by time, 
in such a mode, as would render the oppressive exac- 
tion universal. In crop time, which extends on sugar 
estates over a period of from three to six months, the 
n^ros have to perform an immense amount of extra 
labor^ sometimes by spells of twelve^ sixteen, and 
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even twenty-four hours lengthy and estates are in-* J 
stanced in the Appendix, on which the mule boys and * 
sugar boilers work continuously for six days and i 
nights, snatching a few minutes rest during the short :« 
intervals of their toil. All this extra labor and night-; 
work is sometimes obtained by the coercive powers of ; 
the Special Magistrate, without any remuneratio& j j 
sometimes it is extorted for a trifling and most inade^ > 
quate payment, under the sanction of pretended agree-: -^ 
ments. Very efficient regulations have been framed tft -< 
enforce voluntary contracts, and the same are used also ') 
to enforce fictitious and pretended contractsi for th^ ' 
labor of the apprentices. The Act declares, (c. xxi.) 
that apprentices shall not be compelled to work on . 
Sundays except in certain specified cases of necessity, 
but in consequence of their being fraudulently deprived 
of their time, as above stated, and of the mulcts im- 
posed on them by the Special Magistrates, they are 
frequently compelled by want, to work their provision 
grounds on the Sabbath. With regard, therefore, to 
the labor of the apprentices, we are brought to the 
conclusion, that not only is every provision of the Im- 
perial Act violated, but the requirements of a much 
higher law are openly contemned. The planters may 
be emphatically addressed, in the language of the apos- 
tle James : " The hire of your laborers, who have 
reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by 
fraud crieth ; and the cries of them which have reaped, 
are entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth." 

We come next to consider the maintenance of the 
apprentices. By the Imperial Act (c. xi.) a pro- 
prietor is required to provide his apprentices, with 
" such food, clothing, lodging, medicine, medical at- 
tendance, and such other maintenance and allowances,*' 
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U by any local law he was required to provide his 
daves. The burden is thrown c. xvi.) upon the Colo- 
lial Liegialature, of making the necessary regubtions to 

9atre punctuality and method, in the supply to the 

^leg^roa, of such food, clothing, &c : and for determin- 

\hg '^ the amount and quality of all such articles, in 

mses where the laws ai present existing in any such 

flploiiy, may not, in the case of slaves, have made any 
ftgtdaiiony or any adequate regulation, for that 
Ipmj^ose*" Where the apprentices are supported by 
the cultivation of provisions for themselves, the mas- 
ter is required to provide them '^ with ground adequate 
both in quantity and quality," for their support, and 
within reasonable distance of their usual places of abode; 
and to allow them, out of the forty-five hours per week, 
a portion of time, adequate for the proper cultivation* 
of such ground, and for securing the crops thereon 
grown. The Colonial Legislature is required (c. xvi.) 
to make the r^ulations necessary to secure these seve- 
ral objects. The Jamaica Abolition Act, sanctioned 
by the Home Grovemment, enacts, (c. xvi.) that the 
apprentices shall be supplied with the same food, 
clothing, lodging, &c., as by the Slave Act, the master 
was required to supply to his slaves ; and (c. xlvi.) 
that all grounds hitherto allotted to the slaves, shall 
be deemed suitable in quantity, quality, and distance 
from their homes, for their maintenance as apprentices; 
that (c. xlviii.) four hours and half, out of the forty- 
five hours labor per week, shall be allotted for the cul- 
tivation of such grounds; and (c. xlviii.) where the 
grounds from drought or other casualty, become un- 
productive, that the owner shall, by other ways or 
means, make " good and ample provision" for the sup- 
port of his apprentices, in the trifling penalty, in this 
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last case^ of tweDty-four shillings sterling for each in- 
fraction of the law. 

The agricultural slaves in Jamaica, were alwayf 
maintained by cultivating provision grounds^ and Iqr 
the weekly distribution of an allowance of herrings or 
other salt fish ; and in the case of invalids, pregnaniri 
women, and mothers, of a small quantity of flour ot\ 
oatmeal, rice, sugar, &.c. Certain other arrangement^ - 
necessary to the welfare and even the subsistence of th^ 
negros, were sanctioned by general custom in the colo* 
ny. Thus a watchman was provided for the provision, 
grounds, in order to prevent the crops from being 
destroyed by the trespass of cattle, or plundered \fj 
idle and improvident slaves ; and one of the women 
was employed as a field-cook and water carrier, to pre- i 
pare the breakfasts and dimiers of the gangs in the * 
field, in order that their mealtimes might be also inter- 
vals of rest, and to carry water for them, to quench the 
thirst created by exhausting labor under a burning sun, 
" The first act of the proprietors after the first of Au- 
gust," observes Dr. Madden, (who attentively, 
watched the progress of events, during a period imme- 
diately preceding and following the introduction of the 
Apprenticeship,) ''was to take away all those allow- 
ances and customary gratuities from the negros, which 
were not literally specified in the new law." It must 
be observed, that it was the local Abolition Act, that 
was deficient in these particulars, as all those allow- 
ances were continued to the negros, by the spirit and. 
even the letter of the Imperial Act, as above quoted. 
The Attorney General, Dowell O'Reilly, who hai 
discharged the difficult duties of his office, in trying 
times, honestly and firmly, at the expense of his pri- 
vate interests, and with little support from the govern- fa 
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it with which he is associated, gave his opinion^ 
; the apprentices were entitled to the slave allow- 
es, and for the following reasons : — that the Abo- 
>n law was a remedial act, and could not be so con- 
led, as to place the apprentices in a worse situation 
D they were in before ; that slavery itself, is and 
9 contrary to common law ; and as it derived its va- 
ity from custom, so might the apprentices invoke 
itom in support of their claim to these allowances, 
e planters immediately submitted a case to the Ex- 
xmney General, himself a planter, who gave his 
nion in the following terms : — " I am of opinion, 
t under the Abolition Act, the apprentices are not 
itled to the indulgences and allowances above allu- 
[to. The 16th. Section of the Act gives them the 
^ ^food, clothing, medicine, medical attendance, and 
h other maintenance and allowances,' as the owner 
! required to supply a slave by the * Act for the govem- 
nt of slaves.' Now, on referring to this Act, it will be 
nd, that the only clauses on the subject are the 11th, 
h, 13th, and 17th, neither of which specify or require 
allowances above mentioned, (salt fish, &c.) to be 
en to the negros* The 11th provides, that owners, 
, shall inspect the provision grounds, and where the 
^o grounds are unproductive, or there is no land 
^er for provisions, shall by some other ways or 
ans, make ^ good and ample provision for all such 
(res as they shall be possessed of, in order that they 
y be properly maintained and supported,' leaving the 
de and nature of the support to the discretion of the 
ner. The 12th clause requires every owner to pro- 
e proper and sufficient clothing, to be approved by 
vestry. The 13th requires an affidavit, that the 
unds have been inspected, and that every negro is 



sufficiently proFided with grounds, or, ' where then 
are do grounds, with ample provisioas,' as required bj 
the 11th sectioD. The l/th section compels evei 
owner to provide infirm and disabled negros, wkk 
sufficient clothing and wholesome necessaries of life. 
Such are the vague and valueless provisions, whidi 
have been accepted by the British Government, in 
satisfaction of the stipulations of the Imperial Act. 
The Ex-Attorney General continues, — " The 8th leo- 
tion of the Act in Aid of the Abolition Act, passed the 
2nd of July last, has no clause respecting allowances 
to the apprentices, except the Hth, relative to sick ap- 
prentices, who under it, are to have the same medical 
care and attention, as has hei'elofore been customary. 
It is clear therefore, that by the Slave Act, an owner is 
not obliged to give atty of the above allowances, but 
merely to provide su^cient grounds. Jit for the culti- 
vation of provisions." It will now be asked, which of 
these opposite opinions prevailed on a question, affect- 
ing so nearly the interests and welfare of the appren- 
tices ? We regret to say, that the Government did not 
enforce that of its own responsible legal adviser ; and 
that the extracts, we have given from the opinion of 
his rival, have decided the condition of the apprentices 
with regard to maintenance, in fact as well as in law. 
Tlie negros have either been generally deprived of these 
allowances, now called with bitter truth, " the indol- 
gences of slavery;" or their partial continuance has 
been made the pretext of extorting a far more than 
equivalent value in extra labor, over and above that, 
which the apprentices are required by law to perform. 
These indulgences, it must be remarked, were not in- 
dulgences under the former system ; they were granted 
by the master for his own interest's sake, as necessary 
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to the health of his slaves, who subsisted a^ thev do still, 
diiefly on farinaceous root^, cultivated by their own 
kuids. With regard also to the four hours and a half, 
iDowed for the cultivation of the provision grounds^ it 
euinot be for a moment believed, that that amount of 
tnne is sufficient for the negros to provide the means 
of a week's subsistence. In this point also, the planters 
stand self-convicted of fraud, for on most sugar estates, 
fhe half Friday ostensibly granted, as adequate to pro- 
Tide food for an entire week, is taken back for a trifling 
ireekly allowance of five or six herrings, the least con- 
nderable part of his necessary support. In those parts 
of the island, where the eight hour system of labor is 
adopted^ a system which is usually a mere pretext for 
definaading the apprentices of time ; the four hours and 
I half are so distributed over several davs, as to render 
it impossible, that he should employ the time for the 
purposes assigned. The provision grounds of the ap- 
prentices, are from one to fifteen miles distant from 
their houses ; but in no case, is any allowance of time 
made^ on account of their distance, for going and re- 
tarning. The watchmen have in numerous instances 
been taken away, and the provision grounds conse- 
quently ruined by plunder, or the trespass of cattle, 
for which injuries, though reduced to starvation, the 
apprentices have no redress. In some cases, they have 
suffered to such an extent from these causes, as to be 
compelled to throw up their grounds, and to depend 
for subsistence on the most casual and insufficient re- 
sources. On many estates, the negros have been de- 
prived of their field cooks, and thus compelled to labor 
throughout the day without food. The domestic ap- 
prentices, who were, and still are supported in the 
same manner as the agricultural slaves, by cultivating 
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selves the mcaus of subsistence, and are liable to) 
service at all other times, bj' day or by night, i 
as on the Sabbath. To these several considerall 
must be added, that during illness, the apprentiJ 
supported by themselves or their relatives, aJ 
their young families and aged relatives are al 
pendent on them for support. Their poultry asl 
live stock, are frequently wantonly destroyed^ 
overaeers j and the small portion of time nl 
left to them for procuring the necessaries of liM 
minished not only by the frauds practised on tih 
their owners, but by the mulcts of the Special! 
trates. The great bulk of the apprentices th« 
are not, and under such a system cannot be, sufB 
maintained. A large proportion of them are i 
or in part, dependent for support on their feli 
prentices, and many of them are suifering fri 
pressure of actual want.* , 

In the article of clothing, the authority, i 
quoted, requires " every owner to provide pro^ 
sufficient clothing, to be approved by the vestry/ 
distribution is in effect regulated, in quanti 
quality, by the disposition of the OlVner Of hUC 
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intatiTe. A, conrideraMe proportion of the expense of 
tteir clothings fiJls upon the apprentices themselTes. 
Hie Iiead ncgros, in paiticnlar, do not wear the coarse 
tttides whidi are distributed to them. It is well un- 
dentood, we believe, by the merchants, that the de- 
oMuid £Dr these coarse fabrics, will not long «unive the 
i^renticeslup, but will be replaced by others of better 
BUBiiifisctare. 

Tlie medical attention to which the negros are le- 
gdly entitled, is accorded to them in the same im- 
perfect and grudging measure, as the means of sub- 
.astence. The n^lect and oppression of the sick, is a 
fiiequent subject of complaint with the negros ; and of 
oomparisons of the former and present system, very 
mfiiivorable to the latter. The medical men, imbued 
with colonial habits and prejudices, and dependent on 
the planters for professional income, are in most in- 
ktances subservient agents of oppression. On many of 
the smaller properties, there is no hospital nor medi- 
cine chest, and the apprentices are frequently left des- 
.titute of medical treatment, or have to sustain the ex- 
ise of it themselves. The Act in Aid of the Abolition 
Act, (c. viii:) declares, •' that the apprentices shall be 
iject to all such necessary sanatory restraint and 
itrol, as the medical attendant shall direct." This 
iuse is made the pretext of converting many of the 
ipitals into places of confinement. They are kept 
locked by day as well as by night, the inmates being 
deprived of even the occasional attentions of their near- 
ttt relatives. ^^ Sanatory restraint" has been some- 
[times held to include confinement in the stocks and 
Iboes.^ An upright Special Magistrate is in these 

* Ooe of the missionaries informed us, that on one occasion, hav- 
fC been requested to visit an apprentice member of his church, who 
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^^H cases, brought into aiigry collision both with overaeeff 

^^^1 and medical men. Invalid apprentices are Qot aupplifif 

^^^B with any allowance of food from the estates. 

^^H The condition of the free children, is another Im- 

^^^P portanl feature of the present system. All, who, on 

^^^ the first of August, were under six years of age, were 

i declared unconditionally free, but were left liable, (c. 

xiii.) in ease of destitution, to be apprenticed by the 

\ Special Magistrate, to the owner of their parents, till 

twenty-one years of age. This was undoubtedly one 

of the most dangerous parts of the Abolition Bill; as 

kBuch an apprenticeship of the rising generation, involved 
the indefinite continuance of slavery. Through the 
constancy of the parents, all the attempts to procure 
the apprenticeship of the children, have been defeated, 
though at an expense of infant life, and of an amount 
of suffering to mothers, which cannot be computed. 
Let it not be forgotten, that the free children are solely 
dependent on their mothers for support, and that the 
l;itter have only one day and a half in the week to cul- 
tivate ground for this purpose; an insufficient amount 
of time, which is still further reduced by the frauds of 
overseers, and the mulcts of Special Magistrates. The 
evils and the suffering, which spring from this state of 
things, are becoming daily more aggravated as time 
advances. Every birth increases the difficulty to the 
negro mother, of providing maintenance for her off- 
spring, and of escaping punishment herself. The in- 
jurious consequences to the interests of proprieton, 
and of the public, from the present position of the 

was very ill in the ntate's hospttal, he found him with hia feet in 
aliackleB. "Wo have already mentionod a medical order, eatend in 
a plaatBtioD liook, ns quuted in ana of the Special Magistrfttet' re- 
ports, " that thepntienta with sore feet should be kept in thealockl.'' 
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free children, have been adverted to in various parts of 
the present work. 

The treatment of pregnant women and nursing 
mothers, is another feature of the apprenticeship, by 
which it is unfavorably distinguished, even from the 
worst aspect of slavery. The indulgences which their 
situation required, were, under the former system, im- 
perfectly guaranteed to them, by the sordid interests 
of their owners. Women advanced in pregnancy, were 
confined to light employment, and for weeks immedi- 
ately preceding and succeeding their delivery, they 
were suffered to cease work ; and when at length re- 
quired to return to the field, were permitted at proper 
intervals, to quit their labor and attend to the wants of 
their infants. All these indulgences have been curtail- 
ed, and in many instances abolished, to the very extent 
of the capacity of the human frame, for the endurance 
of Buffering. On many plantations, they are kept in 
the field, sometimes working in jobbing gangs many 
miles from their homes, to the day of their delivery, 
and are hurried back again to field labor, as soon as 
exhausted nature can be tasked to the exertion. In 
many instances, nurses and midwives must be provided 
at the expense of the apprentices themselves, and they 
receive none of the minor ^^indulgences'' of flour, rice, 
or sugar, and mothers are not suffered to leave the field 
to give nourishment to their infants. If the Abolition 
Act possessed a single feature, which tended more than 
another, to reconcile the nation to the costly sacrifice 
of twenty millions, it was the advantages it appeared 
to confer on the weaker sex, whom it professed, by ex- 
empting them from degrading punishment, to elevate 
at least one step towards that position which reason 
and humanity require that they should occupy. Widely 
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different, however, ia the law enacted by the Imperial 
legislature, from the same law as earried into effect by 
the executive government, and by which the oppreseion 
and degradation of females lire sanctioned and aggra- 
vated. The Imperial Act (c. vi.) expressly interdicts 
the flogging of females, yet the present volume con- 
tains proof, in addition to much that has already come 
before the public from other sources, that females have 
been and still are flogged upon the treadmill, and that 
the treadmill itself is an instrument of torture. They 
are publicly worked in the penal gang, chained to each 
other, and with iron collars on their necks ; besides 
being liable to the punishment of solitary confinement 
with an insufficient diet, and to mulcts of time, by 
which they are deprived of the means of providing 
food for themselves and their children. All these 
puiiishmeiits, women in a state of pregnaocy, and others 
with infants at the breast, endure in their full pro- 
portion. We leave it to those who may be qualified 
for the decision, to balance the severity and degrada- 
tion of the treadmill and the chain gang, with the pun- 
ishments by whiuh the unrequited labor of females was 
formerly extorted. 

As the principle of fair and honest remuneration 
for work performed, has no place in the apprenticeship 
scheme, our next object will be to take a general view 
of the penal discipline, by which the labor of the negros 
is enforced. The Imperial Act abolishes the powers of 
punishment, heretofore irresponsibly exercised by the 
master and removes the apprentice from the jurisdic- 
tion of all authorities in the island, except the superior 
civil, and criminal courts. It lodges the necessary 
powers both for his coercion and protection, in the 
hands of a class of magistrates specially appointed by 
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tlie Kiug, and stilarit^d by the British nation. The ] 
task of arraiigiug the details of their administrntlon is 
imposed upon the Culonial Leginlature. OF the local 
Abolition Act, in reference to this subject, it may be 
obser\'cd, that while it does not contain a single ex- 
plicit enactment securing to the apprentice the ueceB- 
aaries of life, and the enjoyment of his own time for 
his own benefit ; and while, so far as his interests utid 
protection are concerned, it is destitute of an "execu- 
tory principle ;" yet «uch is the number and severity 
of its penal enactments, for the olTences of apprentices, 
both circumslnutially defined, and of a va^ue and ge- 
neral character, that it is probably the moet highly 
penal law that ever disfigured the statute book of the 
colony. Our present concern, however, is rather with 
the practical administration of the law, than the law 
itself. We would first observe, that the local magis- 
trates in violation of the law, still exercise a jurisdic- 
tion over the apprentices, both in their individual 
capacity, and when sitting !n petty and quarter aes- 
and that in particular, when an apprentice is 
to the workhouse, he is taken for the time being, 
df the jurisdiction of the Special Magistrates. The 
!rs and overseers still exercise direct coercion, by 
jg the apprentices in confinement. The local Act 
them this power for the security of the person 
offender, till the arrival of the Special Magistrate, 
but provides, that the imprisonment shall nut exceed 
twenty-four hours, and that the Special Magistrate 
shall in all cases be informed of the matter of com- 
plaint. The practice on the part of the owners and 
overseers, of punishing negros by confinement at their 
own caprice, without any previous or subsequent refer- 
ence to the Special Magistrate, is general in every part 
I I 3 
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of the island. The planters have also perpetuated their 
irresponsible authority, by the exercise of indirect 
powers of coercion^ in withholding the slave allowances ', 
destroying the goats^ poultry and hogs of the appren- 
tices; pulling down their houses; taking away the 
watchmen from the provision grounds^ and suffering 
them to be destroyed by the trespass of cattle ; taking 
away the field cooks ; locking up the sick in the hos- 
pitals^ and other acts of cruelty and oppression, against 
which the apprentices have no protection. The amount 
of suffering and punishment inflicted in these modes^ is 
placed on no record, reported to no authority, but it is not 
therefore less oppressively and keenly felt. It affords ua- 
little satisfaction to turn from illegal to legal oppression, 
A limited and imperfect idea of the amount of punish- 
ment inflicted by the Special Magistrates, may be learned 
from the fact, that during the first two years of their 
administration in the colony, sixty thousand appren- 
tices were punished to an extent, in the aggregate, of a 
quarter of a million of lashes, and fifty thousand other 
punishments, by the treadmill, chain gang, solitary 
confinement, and mulcts of time. We would repeat 
here the remark, that we have neither the power nor the 
wish to institute a comparison between the present and 
former system. To do this would require an unenvi- 
able faculty of imagination, or a personal acquaintance 
with slavery, during which, the mind should have be- 
come familiar, without becoming reconciled, with its 
scenes of violence and wretchedness* We are not 
therefore in a condition to state how much the negro 
has gained by the substitution of the Special Magis- 
trate for the negro driver, and of the discipline of the 
parish workhouse, for the stocks and bilboes of the 
plantation ; but we can and do assert, that the new sys- 
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tcm is efl&cient for the purpo&Cd of perpetuating the en- 
slaviug influence of terror, and rendering owners and 
orerseers independent of the law of kindness and jus- 
tice. Many of the treadmills, as we have shewn, are 
instruments not of punishment but of torture. From 
their construction, they are not capable of their legiti- 
mate object, the enforcement of a species of severe 
labor. The prisoners are put upon them for one or 
two short spells in the day, for the sole purposes of 
torture^ and to diversify the horrors of the dark cell, 
and the chain gang. Another feature of the workhouse 
discipline^ is its demoralising tendenc}', which is as 
complete as if it had been devised for the purpose. 
The prisoners of both sexes, of all ages, and for aU of- 
fenccSj are thrown together indiscriminately. At night 
the males are crowded into one sleeping room, and the 
females into another, their security being sometimes 
ensured by shackles. Of the temporarj' inmates of the 
workhouses, thus associated together, besides young 
persons of both sexes, a fair proportion are members 
of churches, individuals of irreproachable conversation, 
who are sent for offences occasioned by accident, in- 
ability^ or sickness ; or for those of a fictitious and 
constructive nature, which, if true, fix no stain on their 
moral character, though they are thus visited by pun- 
idmients, implying the deepest moral degradation. 

The forfeiture of time to the estates, is the last 
mode of punishment, which our brief summar\' enables 
us to allude to. It is one which involves as much irri- 
tation and suffering as all others combined, from the 
circumstance, of its reducing the negros to absolute 
destitution. The law has given the master a direct 
bterest in convicting his negros of crime, by affixing 
a penalty^ which gives him their labtir without pay- 



ment, for a variety of offences, some of wltich do not, 
in the least degree, trench upon his interests. This evil 
IB increased by the practice of some of the Special 
Magistrates, of ordering the apprentices to pay back 
the time, which they lose when sent to the workhouse; 
a practice repugnant to justice and utterly illegal. 

Next to the consequences of the escessire activity 
and severity of the coercive powers of the apprentice- 
ship, must be considered the far greater amount of 
suffering occasioned by the imperfection of its protec~ 
live powers. We have shewn in our remarks on labor, 
maintenance, condition of the females, &c. that the 
negros are unprotected in the rights most expressly 
secured to them by the British statute. The local 
Abolition .\ct imposes no greater penalty than three 
pounds sterling, for the utmost injury which an ap- 
prentice can sustain at the hands of his master ; and 
even the petty pecuniary mulcts, which the Special 
Magistrates are permitted to inflict on owners and 
overseers, are paid into the Island Treasury. The 
law does not recognise the right of the negro, to com- 
pensation for any personal injury. Defective, how- 
ever, as the law is, its administration is stilt worse. 
Personal observation, and the testimony of multitudes of 
the negros themselves, force the conviction on our 
minds, that many Stipendiary Magistrates act as if 
their sole duty was to coerce labor, and to iniuntaia 
at any cost the authority of the planters. When 
apprentices are brought before them as offenders, they 
refuse to hear a word in defence or explanation, and 
when the negros are complainants, they award them 
punishment, instead of redress. Where this system 
has been carried to perfection, it has produced a state 
of things, known and described by the colonists, as "a 
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■ State of order and tranquillity ;" and its authors have 
been rewarded with substantial [marks of public and 
gtiyate gratitude. Desolation may be as justly termed 
peace, as this condition of things described by names, 
to which it has no resemblance, but in its silence. 
The n^ros are silent, because they have learned by 
experience, that it is better to make any sacrifice, 
•md to submit to aggravated oppression, than to appeal 
to magistrates, who will crush every complaint by 
adding to their yoke and increasing their chastisement. 
Such quiet ** is not the complacent quiet of contented 
enjoyment, but the portentous quiet of despair." 

We would not throw all the blame, nor even the 
diief blame, of this disastrous working of the appren- 
ticeship, upon the Special Magistrates. Their admi- 
nistration of the law may be considered a fair tran- 
script of the policy of the Government itself ; for in 
their relation to the Governor, and their immediate 
responsibility to his authority, they more nearly resem- 
ble subordinate military, than civil officers. They have 
also peculiar difficulties to encounter, to which we have 
had frequent occasion to advert. The duties imposed 
on them, by the local Act, it is impossible for human 
strength to fulfil. They are inadequately remunerated, 
and are thrown by unavoidable circumstances upon 
the hospitality of the planters. It must cease, there- 
fore, to surprise us, that the greater number of them 
are as completely subservient to the colonists, as if they 
had been selected and paid as their agents, instead of 
being the independent and responsible officers of the 
British Government. But of all their difficulties, the 
greatest is the absence of countenance and protection 
on the part of the executive. A magistrate was some 
time since removed by the Governor, ostensibly and 
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avowedly, " for administering the law in the epirit at 
the Imperial Act." This decision has been cotifiimed 
by the Secretary of State,* and by a necessary con- 
seqiieDce, it is now understood, by every Special Ma- 
gistrate, that if he su administers the law, fae does 
it at the peril of his office. There are yet some hold- 
ing the Specia. Commission, nho at leai^t endeaFour 
to do their duty ; men of tried worth and strength of 
character, who have displayed rare qualities of the 
heart and intellect, under circumstances of uiiesampled 
difficulty. These will long be held in grateful remem- 
brance by the negros. They are few in number, and 
we would gladly record their names, but from the tear 
of omitting a single individual, who may deserve 
praise for the conscientious discharge of lus difficult 
^ and responsible duties. 

We have now completed our review of tlie condi- 
tion of the negros iinder the apprenticeship, and with n 
I few additional remarks on the Imperial Abolition Act, 

we shall leave the reader to decide how far the terroa 
', of the compact have been respectively fulfitled by the 

nation and the planters. The clausea relating to com- 
pensation are by far the most ample, the most minute, 
I and the most accurately worded, of any part of the 
Bill, They have been carried into full effect. Not a 
single slave-owner can complain of being defrauded, 
either in whole, or in part, of his share of compensa- 
' The lata GoTemor, the Marqaia cifSLioo, after he becaiM 
acquainted with the oppressions to which the negros were Bubjoct«J| 
endeavoured with great firmneBS and magnaniroity, to protect them 
in the enjoyment of their rights. He experienced far less diffionll; 
from the turbolent violence of the colonists, than from the t.p»0>} 
DT concealed hostiLly of the Colonial Office, which subsequently W 
to his reaig^iation of the Government. 
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tbn. Some^ indeed, have been defrauded by their fel- 
low colonists,* but, by the British nation, the sum of 
twenty millions sterling, has been paid with accumu- 
lated interest, and free of all charges. In addition to 
which^ the apprenticeship has been upheld by the pre- 
sence of British regiments, and administered by a 
legion of magistrates, paid out of the British Treasury. 
The nation, therefore, has fulfilled its part of the com- 
pact, and even exceeded its stipulations. The negros, 
though no parties to the agreement, have yet fulfilled 
all its onerous and unjust conditions. But on the other 
hand, in every essential particular, it has been violated 
by the planters, with the connivance and even the ac- 
tive participation of the Executive Government. A 
remarkable proviso is appended to that clause (c. xvi.) 
of the Imperial Act, which enumerates the various 
objects which it will be necessary for the local Legisla- 
tures to provide for in detail, to the following effect : — 
that it shall not be lawful for any subordinate Licgis- 
htive authority, by any Act, Ordinance, or Order in 
Council, to make or establish any enactment, regula- 
tion, provision, rule or order, which shall be in any 
wbe repugnant or contradictory to the Imperial Act, 
or any part of it ; and such enactments are declared to 
be absolutely null, void, and of no effect. This pro- 
viso appears to have been intended as an emphatic as- 
surance to the nation, that the conditions of the Act 
should be fully complied with by the colonists. No 
law, however, has been more utterly disregarded than 

• Soon after the passing of the BiU, reports were actiyely circu- 
lated in Jamaica, that the compensation would never be paid. 
Some of the great alarmists were meantime speculating in estates 
uid compensation claims. Many of the poorer and more ignorant 
colored slave-holders sold their claims for less than half their value. 
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this specious proviso. It has been, in itself, absolutely ^ 
null, void, and of no effect. The very minister who 
introduced and carried the Imperial Act, who inserted 
in it this proviso, subsequently advised the sanction 
of the Jamaica Abolition Bill, as *^ adequate and satis- 
factory," to entitle the colonists to compensation, and 
to carry out the provisions of the Imperial Act ; a 
Bill confessedly so inadequate, and so little satisfactory, '^ 
that he himself in the very act of announcing his ac- 
ceptance of it, called upon the Assembly to remedy- 
both its excesses and deficiencies. Each succeeding^ * 
colonial minister has trodden in the same steps, and^; 
the concealment and defence of successive errors, have ' ; 
led to the establishment, by authority, of the new sys- - j 
tem such as we have described it. At the present mo-? '! 
ment, the shelves of the colonial office groan undeti 
accumulated evidence, of the wrongs and sufferings of 
the negros. 7 

One provision of the Abolition Bill, the freedom erf? 
the apprentices in 1840, is yet to be fulfilled. Wiih'^ 
the experience of the past before us, what security has 
the nation, that this last and principal instalment iii' 
satisfaction of the twenty millions will be paid? 
There can be little doubt, that the name of appren- 
ticeship will cease at the appointed time, as did that 
slavery ; but that its substance will not remain ; thi 
coercive, penal and restrictive laws, exclusively aff( 
ing the negros, will not be passed; and if passed, sai 
tioned, and carried into full effect, there is no security} 
unless the British public demand the effectual re- 
dress of past grievances, and existing wrongs ; am 
thus discourage the attempts, which wiU undoubt 
be made, to perpetuate under a new form and speci 
designation, some system of violence and unrighteous 
oppression. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



CONCLUSION. 

There are some exceptions to the description we 
baye given in the preceding chapter of the condition 
ud treatment of the apprentices. There are some 
resident proprietors, some attorneys and orerseera, 
vhoae conduct to the uegros under their charge in in 
striking contrast with the general management. Our 
fige^ bear witness of our anxiety to do justice to 
those with whom we became acquainted, who merit 
this honorable distinction. Such individuals have 
ssiformly experienced the industry and good-will, 
with whicli, the negro renders, what becomes under 
Jnch a yoke, almost a voluntary service, and his rea- 
dioess to work for reasonable wages in his own time. 
iTie willingness and even anxiety of the apprentices 
to labor for pecuniary remuneration, have been fully 
demoQBtrated wherever they have been fairly put to 
Vke test ; and the circumstance is important when view- 
ed in connection with tlie prospective results of eman- 
upation, should tlie change in the social system, 
which has been so inauspiciously begun, be carried out 
to its desirable completion. It would be almost idle to 
speculate on the agricultural prospects of the colonies 
under present circumstances. Those prospects are 
clouded by the Apprenticeship, which threatens, if not 
the ruin of the island, or the disorganization of the 
community, partial or complete loss of property, to 
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those, who oaw wnutonly outrage the rights of their 
dependent hondsmeo. 

Few will be prepared to dispute the advantages, 
whieh the division and combination of labor, under 
the direction of capital and Ekill, offer in compari- 
son with that simple condition of society, in whicli 
each individiiiil supplies all hia various wants with 
his own hands. It is, therefore, desirable that the 
cultivation of the great staples of the colonies should 
go on with uninterrupted success. Such has been the 
result in Antigua, such might have been the result in 
Jamaica ; and if the Apprenticeship should be hrouglit 
to an early and peaceable termination, such perhaps 
might be the result still. Nothing can exceed the dis- 
position manifested by the negro population, to acquire 
the comforts and even tlie luxuries of civilized life. 
The world has seen n'> example of so general and in- 
tense a desire for education and religious instruction, 
as has been shewn by the apprentices on behalf of Ihem- 
selves and their children within the last few yeftre. 
Their conduct and their character are full of promise 
for the future ; full of tokens of their capacity to 
become, when free, a well ordered, industrious, and pros- 
perous community. Their oppressors continue to ma- 
lign tlieni, but the sbaft:< of calumny have spent theii 
force. None of those dreams of danger and diMcultf, 
which were put fortii as pretexts for delaying the Abo- 
lition of Slavery, &vcr had any other basis, than frau- 
dulent design or guilty fear. From the time, when it 
was maintained, that the negro was of the lower crea- 
tion, to the present d:iy, when he is recognised as of 
the common brotherhood of man, every pro-slavery 
dogma respecting hta character and capabilities, has 
been disproved by experience ; every pro-slavery pro* 
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h« been falsified by the event. We are entitled, 

re, to doubt the intimate acquaintance of the 

with the negro character ; to turn a deaf ear 

their speculations on the future, and to listen to 

reasonable considerations, which are deduced 

the supposition, that the apprentices are governed 

the motives and interests common to Imman nature, 

which are in accordance with our experience of 

past. 

It is undeniably established, that the Abolition of 

Avery does not effect the safety of the state, nor the 

t-being of the community, except by ensuring the 

and establishing the other. The question is liable to 

hn difficulties, but those which are raised bv tlie sordid 

'taerests of individuals. It is a false view of such in- 

toests alone, which demands the perpetuation of vio- 

knee and fraud. It is already proved that the coniniu- 

irity, the state, the whole body of the people, would be 

-Siore prosperous under a state of freedom. It is not 

aeoessary to shew, that the present order of things will 

be so little disturbed, as to leave every plantation culti- 

Med as it is at present, yielding an equal amount of 

]^ioduce, an equal revenue, to be as unequally distri- 

bated. The production of excessive wealth, in a 

Have community, does not alleviate misery, nor lighten 

toil ; it serves but to heighten the contrast between the 

ij^lendor of the slave-master and the wretchedness of 

the slave. In the British Colonies, wealth has been 

fte cause of non- residence, the origin of a system of 

mercenary agency, which has aggravated even slavery 

iteclf. The continuance of such vicious parts of a bad 

•yrtem is neither probable nor desirable in a state of 

■ heedotn. A view of the evils resulting from the non- 

'Wfiidence of land-holders in Ireland, would afford a 
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very imperfect exemplification of the etkctM of a iimi- ^^^^ 
lar cause in the West Indies. If^ however, in tlM^|p^ 
heart of the empire^ and under the immediate inap ep ii |^^ 
tion of Government and the nation, a vast amomi «Wu 
suffering and civil disorganization^ is found to ieialt|||^ 
from absenteeism, it will not be doubted, that dWigf g 
same consequences, aggravated in a ten-fold d^gree« ^ ^ 
exist in the colonies, where absenteeism is hr mtm ^ 
general and uninterrupted ; where the Imperial Goven^ ^ ' 
ment possesses limited means of information, and »||^ 
consequently a very limited control ; and where the le* L^ 
gislative, and for the most part the executive powers of ^^ 
the local administration, are confided to the same mer* ^^^ 
cenary agency, which has been created to 8uperinten4 > 
the private interests of the absent proprietors. The 'i^ 
immense export of corn and cattle from Ireland cannot ;^ 
be adduced as a proof, that her peasantry are living in ^ 
comfort and abundance ; nor do the amount and value ^^ 
of the exports from the West Indies denote, under pre- > 
sent circumstances, the happy condition of their agri- -^ 
cultural population. j^ 

We would not, however, be understood to favor > 
the supposition, now so generally exploded, that sla- ~;a^ 
very is consistent with the permanent agricultural and f 
commercial prosperity, either of the aggregate conmiu* i 
nity, or of the few individual proprietors. From the 
date of the Abolition of the slave trade, the population 
of Jamaica gradually declined, and its yearly amount 
of agricultural produce has lessened in a still more 
rapid ratio. In IHO7, it exported more than one hun- 
dred and twenty thousand hogsheads of sugar; in 1834, 
less than seventy«eight thousand ; and the returns for 
intervening years, shew that the falling off is not acci- 
dental, but the result of permanent causes, gradual 
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y«b certain in their operation. Such a state of things 
tended not to prosperity, but to ruin. Were the results, 
therefore^ of change, more doubtful than they are, and 
were economical interests solely involved in the ques- 
tiofii, it would be sound policy to substitute freedom 
for Blavery. Experience has shewn, that the negros 
win follow those employments by which they can 
Tealise mcmey for the purchase of articles, which can- 
not be grown or manufactured by their own hands. 
Under present circumstances they can earn most money 
by cultivating ground provisions for sale in the markets ; 
yet the immediate pecuniary reward, obtained by work* 
ing for wages, is frequently preferred to the larger yet 
deferred profits, which would result from the cultiva- 
tion of their grounds. In a state of freedom, it may 
be anticipated, that the condition and resources of an 
agricultural laborer, working for regular wages, will 
be, as they are in England, superior to those of the 
petty agricultivist, cultivating his little plot of land 
with the labor of his own hands ; and it is evident, 
therefore, that the negros will generally prefer working 
on the estates. Their strong attachment to the place 
of their birth, to their houses, gardens, to the graves 
of their parents and kindred, exceeding what has been re- 
corded of any other people, is another circumstance, 
which favors their continuance as laborers, on the estates 
to which they are now respectively attached. 

From such general considerations, we are led to in- 
fer, that the cultivation of the present staples of the 
island will be continued. No planter who has treated 
his apprentices kindly, and has habitually employed 
tbem for wi^es in their own time, entertains a doubt, 
that he will be able to carry on the cultivation of his 
estate by free labor. Such, it may be confidently an- 
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ticipated^ will be benefited^ rather than injured by 
Emancipation. Those^ however^ who have pursued # 
contrary course, will suffer a deserved retribution. 1$ 
cannot be anticipated, that every individual laborer 
should continue in his present employment ; and h 
needs no extraordinary foresight to point out the par- 
ties who will sustain the loss, resulting from the dimi- -u^ 
nution of laborers. That diminution may be expected 
to be occasioned chiefly by the gradual, voluntary with- 
drawal of women from regular field labor, to domestic 
duties ; a change, not more essential to the happiness 
and improvement of the negros, than to the future, 
permanent, advancing prosperity of the whole commu- 
nity. 

To such views as these, is opposed the fear that 
the negros will be tempted, by the abundance and fer- 
tility of the waste lands, to become small settlers, and 
independent cultivators. We do not think such an 
alarm reasonable, and we deprecate any attempt to 
evade the difficulty, by lessening the free agency of the 
laboring population. It would be possible to deprive 
freedom of its substance and value, by restrictive laws, 
devised with subtlety, and executed with violence. It 
would be possible to reduce the negros to a hybrid 
condition in the social scale, which should possess 
neither the efficiency of slavery, nor the energy of free- 
dom : to erect a new state of society in the room of 
the present, possessing, like the image of mingled iron 
and clay, neither tenacity nor strength, but wanting 
every element of durability and safety. But the die is 
cast upon freedom : nothing less than unfettered free- 
dom can save the colonies; freedom, protected, not 
circumscribed, by new laws. In a country of moun- 
tain fastnesses, the negros can only be prevented from 
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squatting on the crown lands, by being suffered to ac- 
quire them honestly by purchase. They will not occu- 
py them to a greater extent, than the demand for agri- 
cultural produce for the island markets, will enable 
them to do with pecuniary profit. Mutual competition 
will speedily abate the desire for independent cultiva- 
tion. Throwing open the ports to Haytian produce, 
would also tend, by a legitimate mode, to attach the 
people to estate labor. The trade between these fine 
islands is still prohibited, though they are almost in 
sight of each other, and capable of carrying on com- 
merce with immense mutual advantage. The Hayti- 
ans would supply yams, plaintains, fruits, poultry, 
hogs^ goats, cattle, mules, horses, hides and mahogany, 
in exchange for British manufactures. Such a mea- 
sure would essentially promote both the commercial 
and agricultural prosperity of Jamaica ; the price of 
labor would be lowered by the abundant supply of pro- 
visions, and the desire of the negros, for independent 
cultivation, were it even stronger than it is, would give 
place to the disposition to render cheerful and con- 
tinuous labor, on the estates, for adequate wages. 

We have heard the sentiment frequently expressed, 
that the negro population of Jamaica, is more unintel- 
ligent and degraded, than that of Antigua and Barba- 
dos. Comparative observation has left a contrary im- 
pression on our minds. There are undoubtedly, in Ja- 
maica, a greater number of benighted negros, both 
Africans and Creoles ; but there are also a larger pro- 
portion, who evince intelligence, energy and indepen- 
dence of spirit, similar to what are manifested by the 
peasantry of a free country. The cause of this differ- 
ence need not be traced further, than the several modes 
in which the slaves have been subsisted in the colonies 
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named. In Antigua they were formerly fed by raticMui ; ■; 
in Barbados they are still chiefly supported in the same 
way; but in Jamaica, they are dependent solely on i 
their own exertions^ in their own time^ for the neces-* : 
saries of life. Their children, their aged and infirm j 
relations, look up to them for support ; and thou^ ,: 
under present circumstances, the pressure of such \ 
claims, frequently occasions intense suffering, yet these '" 
wholesome cares and responsibilities, develope an in^ * 
telligence of mind, a firmness and self-reliance, which -' 
are marked characteristics of many of ^the apprentices 
of Jamaica. 

We are unable, within our allotted limits, even to .^ 
attempt to render justice to missionary efforts in Ja* j 
maica. Representation cannot picture the happy re* • 
suhs of those efforts ; description can convey no idea of ' 
their excellence and magnitude. A few years ago, the 
negroa were heathen and benighted, now they are to a * 
great extent enlightened and christian. TheSabhath^ i 
once desecrated, is now devoted to public prayer and : 
thanksgiving, and to the enjoyment of christian com* '\ 
munion. A few years ago, education was unknown; i 
now it is making progress under many disadvantages, 
and waits but for freedom, to become soon more gene* 
rally diffused than in our own country. The sueeesi 
of missionary labors among the servile population, has 
been general and striking ; much has been done, y;^ 
more remains to be done. The work requires to be 
deepened, strengthened, and extended ; and we earnestly 
commend those benefactors of the human race, the mis* 
sionaries, to the more earnest prayers, to the deeper 
sympathies, and to the yet more liberal support of 
British christians. 



APPENDIX. 



[AJ 



ANTIGUA. 



SECTION I.— POPULATION. 
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The above table, compiled from the Antigua Almanac and 
official and parliamentary returns, exhibits a gradual decline in 
the Slave Population. About three-fifths of the decrease were oc- 
cttioned by manumissions ; leaving still a fearful waste of life to 
be carried to the account of sugar cultivation by slave labor. 

The excess of females over males is a marked feature in the 
ptediaX population of this and other colonies. The causes of the 
discrepancy are yet unexplained ; as during the slave trade the 
inportations were composed of a large excess of males. The fact 
ieems to denote the existence of another element of social disor< 
ganization peculiar to slavery in sugar colonies. 

Ab no general census has been taken in 1834 or subsequently, 
ire are in want of the data necessary to exhibit the effect of the 
Abolition of Slavery, upon population ; but it may undoubtedly be 
calculated, that the result of a statistical comparison would be 
favorable^ as the Negros are confessedly more careful of their 
health, and far less frequently require medical aid, than during 
slavery. 

A very intelligent and experienced resident, connected with 
many estates, writes to us on this subject as follows. — " The 
healUi and longevity of the laborers are likely to be improved and 
increased ; because they need not submit to be overworked, nor, 
when recovering from illness, need they return too soon to their 
accustomed daily labor ; both which evils existed under the old 
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system, especially on those estates which were weak-handed. 
From these evils, with an insufficiently strengthening diet, sprang 
that early decrepitude, which often struck with surprise persons 
who knew the age of some who appeared old. I expect the popu- 
lation to increase from the foregoing causes, combined wiliL the 
greater care that pregnant women will take of themselves ; for it 
is notorious that, under the old system, such women, when ex- 
empt from working for their owners, would, for themselves and 
their connections, stagger to town under such loads of wood, grass, 
fruits, vegetables, &c. as scarcely even the rough means then used 
to enforce labor, could have induced them to carry for their owners, 
when in a state of perfect health." 

SECTION II. 

Commerce and Agriculture. — ^The gentleman above quoted, 
informs us "that the amount of imports of dry goods (articles for 
clothing and domestic economy) has increased ; so also has the 
import of rice, flour, mackarel and dried codfish. Otl^er fish, as 
pickled herrings and alewives, are not in the former deinand ; nor 
is Indian corn, nor in my opinion, from which others differ, is 
corn meal." 

From the preceding, and from much other testimony to the same 
effect, we learn that there has been a general increase of import 
trade ; and that the character of it is considerably changed ; the 
coarser articles of food and clothing, formerly distributed to the 
slaves, being displaced by superior qualities of grain and fish, and 
cloths of a finer and costlier fabrication. 

The only articles produced for export in Antigua are sugar, rum, 
molasses and arrowroot, of the last, of which the quantity is incon- 
siderable, and is chiefly grown and prepared by the negros on their 
own separate account. The yearly average export of sugar, for ten 
years preceding emancipation, was thirteen thousand four hundred 
hogsheads, of about fifteen hundred pounds net each. The exports, 
for the seasons of 1834 — 5 and 1835 — 6, have been about fourteen 
thousand and ten thousand hogsheads respectively. A still greater 
reduction, it is to be feared, has taken place in the produce of the 
season of 1836-7. From this circumstance, occasioned by a 
drought, of great severity and of eighteen months duration,* the 
planters have not derived all those benefits which might have been 
expected to result from emancipation in a period of agricultural 
prosperity. This severe visitation has, however, pressed far less 
heavily upon them than if it had occurred before 1834. During 

* In Antigua the yellow or Bourbon Cane is exclusively cultivated. In the pariah 
of Vere, and other parts of Jamaica, which are subject to uncertainty of climate, this 
variety has been displaced by the Violet Cane, which sustains drought better, rattoons 
for a greater number of years, produces much more leaves for fodder and manure, and 
stalk or magass for fuel, and is generally a more vigorous and hardy plant The sugar 
made from It is little inferior, in quantity or quality, to that of the Bourbon Cane. 
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slaveiy, a general failare both of the crops of sugar and provisions, 
in successive seasons, occurring, as this has done, simultaneously 
with the scarcity and excessive prices of those imported supplies 
from British America on which the island depends, would have 
given the final blow to the embarrassed fortunes of a majority of 
file planters. This will appear more evident from the fact that 
supplies of meal and fish, when purchased at a credit of a few 
mondis only, were charged by the merchants at an advance of 
one-third upon the cash price. 

From the statements we have already given of the opinions of 
practical planters it appears, that the cultivation of the greater 
Qumber of estates is carried on at a less expense than during 
slavery. We are not disposed to insist too strongly upon the 
saving which has thus been effected; because several of those 
estates have yielded the largest revenue since 1834, on which there 
has been a judicious increase of expenditure, and also because a 
statement of comparative outlay, even if it could be obtained for 
the whole island, would afford too narrow a basis, on which to 
form a judgment of the respective merits, in an economical point 
of view, of free and slave labor. The following statements there- 
fore, selected from a number kindly put into our hands by several 
planters and managers, are subjoined rather as illustrations than 
as proofs in addition to what has already been advanced on this 
subject. The amounts are given in currency. 

COMPARATIVE VIEW OF THE EXPENSES ON 

ESTATE. 

Expenses from 1st. January ^ to Slat December, 1833. 

£ 8. d. 

Nourishment, &c. for sick 18 14 10 

57 Barrels of Herrings 155 9 6 

40 Puncheons and 92 barrels of Meal and Flour 771 7 

•139439 lbs. of Yams, at 78. per 100 lbs 488 8 

♦14880 lbs. of Sweet Potatoes, at 78 per do 52 1 7 

4 Hogsheads of Codfish 44 7 6 

Wine, &c. for the sick 2 10 

9 Barrels of Pork for Christmas 81 

10 Ditto of Flour ditto 45 

Cotton for Nurses 119 

OsnabuTi^ and Blankets 95 14 I05 

Caps 30 

Paid to women for bringing out children 2 12 

To Parish Taxes on 321 Slaves 44 2 9 

To deficiency Tax on ditto 80 

To Medical care of ditto 136 4 



£2049 3 8} 
These are grown on the plantation, and sure charged at the market price. 
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Expenses from 1st, January, to Slst, December, 1836. 

£ s. 

To Clothing for old people 8 9 

Blankets for ditto 7 16 

Disbursements for Sick 17 

8 Puncheons of Meal, allowance for old people and Stock 

Keepers 87 19 

14 Barrels of Shads for ditto 30 5 

Hire of Agricultural Laborers 1250 9 

Medical care of ditto 70 

Balance in favour of free labor 593 6 



£2049 3 



It may be doubted whether the parish and deficiency ts 
should be introduced as above ; since the revenue derived fi 
them is made up from other sources, while the maintenano 
worn out slaves, charged on the other side of the account, does 
properly form a part of the cost of the free system. 



COMPARATIVE VIEW OF THE EXPENSES ON 

ESTATE. 

ONE YEAR OF SLAVERY. 

£ S 

70 Puncheons of Meal 819 ( 

52 Barrels of Herrings 163 V 

4^ Ditto of Pork at Christmas • 40 1 

5 Ditto Flour ditto 22 1 

910 Yards Osnaburgh 56 J 

529 Ditto Blue napped clothing 92 

8 Dozen Kilmarnock Caps 9 

50 Yards White Flannel 5 

75 lbs of Fresh Beef. 5 

Medical care of 108 Slaves, at 9s. per head 47 

Extra labor of Coopers 98 

£136J 



ONE YEAR OF FREEDOM. 

i 

Paid Laborers from Ist. Jan. to 10th Dec. 1836 T. 

Computed for the two remaining weeks 

Medical attendance on laborers 

Support of three annuitants 

Clothing for ditto 

Balance in favour of free labor 



In additiaii to wbick the niBiger obanres, that oat of the one 
uidied and eifl^t slavei lappoited on the estate, twenty two were 
be property of another partr, who re c ei Ted hire for thetn ; whxh 
I AOt t^mrgjed ia the above aoooont. The one handred and eizbt 
ieva diatribntcd aa fi^kywa s— • 

1 Banger. 

2 PofcmeiL 

lO Tmdeameo. (coopeis, caipenten, masons, &c.) 

6 Casinc cattle, mnles, ftc. 
41 FieHlabotm. 

13 Infiim pac^ able to woifc a little ; and some of whom sinct 
wmcipetion. are employed. 

6 House serrants 

8 Siopammnated. 
15 Infknts. 

106 

Oor infomaiit adds^ — ^' Of the forty one field laborers, if the 
mitate mustered one half in the field it was well — pregnant women, 
mrsing mothers, runaway, lazv, sick, and attendants on lying in 
' mmsa, lolly taking the odier half or more. 

"The estate makes equally as good crops with free labor, and 
with less trouble to mysdf. The work is also much more forward, 
iHhough we haire had a great deal of building. The cultivation of 
ynmatons ia decreased, ti^t of canes increased. I have been pre- 
ivated, by the building, from putting another piece of land in canes. 

What Jaborers we now have are all effective, and we do all that 
le can with the plough, having very little land that the plough 
ca&not work. 

"During alavery we had three coopers, who never did supply the 
.Vtete with hogsheads. We used to hire others on tiie Saturdays 
[bnake them at /bar fAifitii^9 each. We purchased all our pun- 
|4coiiB for molasses and rum ready made. We have now two 

igMrt who make all the hogsheads and puncheons we want, at 
' km 9kSim§9 each.' 



99 



SECTION III. 

Rbuoion, Morals and Education. — ^The Establishment has 
%ix parish churches, and five chapels of ease ; which are attended 
imiuaBjf by about three thousand five hundred persons, of whom 
tk^t hundred are communicants. 

Ilie Wesleyan society has " seven principal stations ; besides a 
great number of preaching places on the estates." It has upwards 
inT three thousand members. 

The United Brethren have a chapel at each of their five stations ; 
which collectively are capable of accommodating two thousand 
•even hundred persons. The number of their members is, of 
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adults about tea thousand three hundred, and of duldren a 
three thouaand five hundred ; the number of cojnmunicant* abont 
live thousand one hundred. They have nine missioDaries ; w> 
that, besidea supplying their regalar congregatioaa ou the Sabbath, 
several minislera are at liberty to preach (he gospel at the more 
distant estates. The iasnfficient accommodation afforded at their 
stations for so large a body of members tends to create among 
them habits of irregular attendance. This evil ia partially coun 
teracted by the pastoral oversight of the ministers, exerciwd ii 
the manner already described. 

We cannot express our own sentiments respecting the effect of 
Eiuancipatiwi spon the religious atate of the people better than in 
the words of our excellent friend J. Morjiab, one of the- Moravian 
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He says in a letter to ns — " My opinion regarding the morals 
of the Negros since emancipation, compared with the two pre- 
vious years, b, that there is as great aa improvement as could 
reasonably be expected, in so short a time from a people emerged I 
from a state ao degrading ; there is a greater desire to be married 
than formerlj' ; and the husband and wife more generally reside ' 
together, which in many instances they could not do in alavery- 

" There is a more general attendance on the means of grace tha.n 
tluring slavery ; and there is a mfu>ifeat imjH'ovemeDt ia the morals- 
of children." 

There are seTCral societies in tfie Island, to promote benevolent 
and religious objects. Of those more immediately connected witt* 
the negros, the Friendly Societiea arc the moat important. 
There is one in connection with moat of the Wesleyan and Mora- 
vian congregations ; andwithaeveralof those in the Establishment. 
Their beneficial results have already been adverted to. 

Temperance societies have also been formed in the town of St, 
John's, and on several estates by the Wesleyan miaaionariea ; 
have been very uaeful. Intemperance ia not however the same 
overwhelming evil in this Island, as in the United Kingdom. There 
iire few shops for the retail sale of spirits ; the spirit dealer's 
licence being in the town of St. John's as high as £160 current 
per annum, and £100 currency in any other part of the Island. 

Pawnbrokers' ahopa are onknown in Antigua. 

The ministers of the Established Church have under their can 
J day school in St. Jolm's, attended by 200 boys. 
I Ctlo in ditto 150 girls. 

I ilino in English Harbor 15U children. 

And fifteen Infant Schools, situated on estates, or at the different 
parsonages, attended by about eleven hundred children. 

Sunday Schools are kept in all the churches and chapels ; and 
the adults have the privilege of attending school at noon am' ' 
the evening, on the estates where infant schools are held. 

Tbe above schools are chieSy supported by funds derived front 
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the "Negro Conversion Society/' and the "Ladies' Negro Education 
Scxriety ;'' and from the Government through the Bishop of the 



The United Brethren have schools at each of their five settle- 
ments, attended by about six hundred day scholars^ and seven 
Imndred siuiday sdiolars. 

They are in great need of pecuniary means to enable them to 
enlarge dieir present school-houses, and to erect new ones; as 
well as to pay the salaries of teachers. Five colored persons are 
at present employed by them in that capacity ; but much of the 
labor of instruction falls upon the missionaries themselves. With 
one or two exceptions, their schools are not in the same efficient 
slate as those of the Established Church, and Wesleyan society. 

The state of the Wesleyan schools will appear from the folI6w- 
ing remarks kindly drawn up by Charles Thwaites for our use. 
Most of his observations are applicable to the schools of the Island 
generally. 

" The schools in connection with the Wesleyan stations are as 
follows : — 

Sunday Schools, 7 in number, attended by 1800 children. 
Day ditto 18 „ ., 1365 „ 

Night ditto 24 „ „ 500 

The total number under instruction is about two thousand five 
hundred ; of whom about two thousand two hundred are children 
of slaves, liberated on the 1st of August, 1834. 

No regular system of instruction is pursued in the Sunday and 
night schools. The infant school system is imperfectly taught in 
tlie day schools 

The children's capacities to learn are equal to those of any other 
dass of people. They excel in reading, and the girls in needle- 
work. They are deficient in writing and arithmetic. 

"Adult schools have repeatedly been established ; but, for want 
of regularity in the attendance of the scholars, have been given up. 
lliere are notwithstanding many adults learning to read in their 
spare time ; some of whom are taught by their own children. 

"The fonds have never been sufficient to hire teachers of com- 
petent ability. Of those we have (twenty three in number) three 
are very capable ; the rest are liberated slaves. Some of them 
receive four dollars per month, others three and a half, and some 
three dollars. This pay is much too small ; and some of them 
suflf<nr from pecuniary difficulties. They are pious and indefatigable 
in their duty, and love their work, which makes them engage in it 
at so reduced a sum. Many of them have also greatly improved 
themselves since they have been employed. 

In most of the schools each child is required to pay three far- 
things sterling per week ; and those taught writing and needlework 
three half pence per week. 

" The schools have been supported chiefly by the ' Negro Educa- 
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tion Society ;' wlio have given an annual grant of £50 and tome- 
times £60, besides paying the rent pf the Church Mission Society's 
premises in Willoughby Bay, for the use of the superintendent 
and Willoughby Bay school. The Ladies' Antislavery Societies at 
Chelmsford, Birmingham, Westbromwtch, Clapham and LiTerpod 
have also given considerable assistance in money and articl^ of 
reward. The regular funds are notwithstanding very inadequate ; 
and a continual reliance on God* is necessary, not only for the 
regular supply tiiat it may be kept up> but also for die deficiencies ; 
and it is a matter of gratitude that w« can say hitherto He has 
helped us." 

Besides the schools under the superintendence of tiie three rcf 
ligious bodies, there are several on particular estates supported by 
the proprietors or managers. 

The want of a normal or model school is felt by all in the Island 
who take an interest in the subject of education. The rector •f 
St. John's, previously to his recent visit to England, raised an 
amount by subscription sufficient to bring out a master and mis- 
tress to establish such a school for the training of teachers. On 
his arrival in London, he learned that the trustees of the Mico 
institution were about to appoint an agent to carry tiiat ol^ect into 
effect. Their agent subsequently sailed ; but his destination was 
suddenly changed from Antigua to Barbados, to the great disap- 
pointment of t£e Ariends of education in the former iriuid. 

SECTION IV. 

Local GovsRNMSNT.-^The constitution of the chartered col- 
onies is so generally known, that it would be needless to refer to 
it but for its important bearing at the present crisis upon the 
welfare of the enfranchised negroes. The following remarks on 
Antigua will also illustrate the state of things in the other colonies. 

The legislative and administrative depiurtments of the local 
government, comprising about one hundred and sixty important 
officers of trust, are filled by the governor and forty eight colonists; 
of whom thirty six are landed proprietors, five engaged in mer- 
cantile pursuits, and the remaining seven members of the medical 
and legal professions. 

The Council is composed of ten members appointed by the 
governor. All but one are proprietors. It possesses the same 
place in the legislature as the House of Lords. 

The House of Assembly consists of twenty five members, of 
whom all but three are proprietors ; they are chosen by twelve 
divisions of the island, of which ten send two members each ; 
one, one member ; and the town of St John's, four. 

The Assembly is elected for seven years, and meets for the des- 
patch of business once a month, or oftener, by adjournments. It 
is thus always in session ; a circumstance which invests it with 
a power of imprisonment for an almost indefinite period ; a power 
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whicli lues, on more than one occasion within memory, been exer- 
ciBed in tbe most arlntrar^ manner. 

The elective franchise, in the absence of any specific law, was 
formerly regulated hy an Act, which defines the extent of freehold 
necessary to qualify an individual for the exercise of other political 
pTrnlegea, to be the possession of ten acres of land, or a bouse of 
the yearly value of £20 currency. Under this Act, the number 
of elec:tors in die country divisions does not, in many'instances, 
exceed two or three. By the nominal concession to the colored 
classes of their political rights, the electors of St. John's were in- 
creased te upwiurds of two hundred. The house, some time after- 
wards, by a ftMpfe reiohttion defined the qualification for the 
exercise of the franchise to be the possession of a freehold of ten 
acres of land, or a tenement of the yearly value of £50 currency,, 
or of the diBiensions of thirty by fifteen feet; the latter singular 
standard havmg apparently been adopted for the purpose of ex- 
dodittg a large ekiss of substantial dwellings, and of including 
coadi houses, and other similar buildings, which might be used 
by the wealthy to confer fictitious quidifieations on their de- 
pendents. 

After the election, foHowing the adoption of this resolution, two 
of the four liberal members, chosen by the Metropolis, were un- 
seated by a committee of the whole House, on the petition of their 
opponents ; the committee not oi^ acting on the resolvtion, but 
carrying it out still further by the most strained and partial 
mterpretations. The aggrieved electors, adopted at a public 
meeting a series of resolutions strongly condemning these 
arbitrary proceedings. They likewise addressed a petition to the 
three branches of the local government, setting forth in forcible 
and perspicuous terms, the injurious consequences of the uncon- 
stitutional conduct of the Assembly. Finally they made their ap- 
peal to the Home Government. 

The reply of Lord Glenbeq to their memorial arrived during 
our stay in the Colony, and was to the follawing effect. — 

The redress of the grievances of which the petition's complain, 
is beyond the power of His Majesty's executive government, and 
the petitioners are also advised to seek protection from encroach- 
ment " in the peaceful and temperate exercise of the right of pe- 
tition, and of free public discussion.** 

The Colonial Secretary by this counsel displays a remarkable 
ignorance of the state of society in the smaller Colonies ; by his 
decision he charters the unconstitutional assumption on tiie part 
of the Assembly of a power which belongs jomtly to the three 
estates ; he sanctions an invasion of the Royal Prerogative ; and 
contributes to continue the Assembly what it has long virtually 
been — a se^f-ehcted body. 

Such is tihe legislature of the Colony. The administration of 
the laws possesses counterpart features. 
The Chief and Puisne justices of the Court of Common Pleas 
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are Planters, without any legal education. They are liable to b« 
concerned in civil suits in their own persons, or in those of their 
creditors and debtors. On one or two occasions an embarrassed 
chdi^ Justice has been the drfendant in actions for debt in this court. 

The Ck>urt of Chancery consists of the Governor and the meia- 
hers of Council; many of whom being Planters are suspected, 
justly or otherwise, of being under the influence of a certain 
wealthy merchant and mortgagee resident in the Island. 

These two Courts do jio^ possess the confidence of all classes in 
the Colony. 

The Court of King's Bench is composed of the Justices of th£ 
Peace, who are thirty three in number, and are appointed by the 
Governor with the approbation of the Council. Twenty of th^an 
however, are magistrates eu qfficio, viz. all the members of Council, 
Judges in the Court of Exchequer and Common Pleas, the ^leaker 
and Crown Law Officers. Three are persons of color, all of whoi9 
owe their appointment to Sir Evan Mac GaEftOB, the late governor. 

The justices also dispose of all petty offences at the Police 
Courts, and occasionally at their own houses. At St. John's, the 
offences of disorderly persons in the town population, form the 
bulk of these minor cases. At the country stations of Parham 
and English Harbour, nine-tenths of the cases decided come mider 
certain Acts, which have been passed since the Abolition of Slavery, 
to enforce the observance, on the part of masters and servants, of 
their respective duties ; as the Contract Act, Malicious Injuries 
to Property Act, General Hiring Act, &c. &c. 

The administration of these important Acts, has strong features 
of resemblance to that of the English Game Laws, a few years 
sincc^ by certain owners of game preserves. 

The complaints against employers are very few, and they are 
generally dismissed by the Magistrates. Complaints gainst the 
laborers are numerous ; they are rarely dismissed and are pun- 
ished with a severity disproportionate to the offences. The penalties 
usually imposed are, however, far more lenient, when the Magis- 
trates are highminded and wealthy proprietors, than when the 
presiding Justice is an individual not immediately connected with 
planting, but dependent on the Planters for professional income. 
We are happy to add, that there has been a considerable decrease 
of cases of this kind since the commencement of the new system ; 
but it is doubtful whether these Police Courts will ever be equita- 
ble and efficient until an independent Magistracy is appointed. 
There are individuals in the Colony, who for^moderate stipends 
would discharge the duties of Police Magistrates with vigour and 
impartiality. 

From the preceding statement it is evident, that the Local Go- 
vernment of Antigua is an oligarchy composed of an exclusive 
class J whose private and personal interests are inseparably inter- 
twined with their public duty. Their legislation is essentially of 
a vicious character; and their administration of the Laws still 
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more partial and objectionable. Much of this evil tendency of the 
constitution might undoubtedly be counteracted by the powerful 
control of the Home Grovemment ; but unhappily that control has 
nrely been exercised honestly and firmly. The change, in recent 
years, in onr Colonial system has been forced by a generous peo- 
ple npon an unwilling Government; which, while adopting in 
profession a huisane and liberal policy, continues to retain in its 
lerrice a host of functionaries who aid in obstructing all measures 
of reform. This grand defect runs through the whole scries of 
Colonial appointments ; but is most conspicuous in the selection 
of Governors ; to whose want of capacity, indifference or virtual 
coalition with the Planters, the difficulties which the Colonial 
Offlce experiences in carrying out its policy, are chiefly to be 
•tbilnited. 
An old resident in Antigua thus expresses himself on this 

Sllll|CCt,-^ 

" It has been the unhappy lot of this island to be ruled, for the 
: last thirty six years, by such representatives of the King as were 
imbued with high tory notions of Government, and at the same 
this time, addicted to company and pleasure. The only exceptions to 
leouffk throughout that period, have been Mr. Huoii Elliot and 
SAr Evan Mac Grboor. The consequences of these appointments 
have been at all times oppressively felt by the inhabitants of the 
island ; and, ever since measures began to be in progress for the 
"Abolition of Slavery, they have occasioned not a little embarrass- 
mmi to the Government itself" 

The same general remark, with similar exceptions, applies to all 
the Colonies. 

SECTION V. 

I4AW8 OP Antigua. — ^The Act for the Abolition of Slavery swept 
into oblivion an entire series of those disgraceful laws which dis- 
figure the Statute Book of every slave community. The framing 
of new enactments, adapted to the changed circumstances of the 
Colony, was commenced with great industry by the Colonial Par- 
Hunent. New laws were fast multiplied ; of which some appear 
to have been intended to obviate evils and inconveniences, the 
lemedy for which is in the province of time, and not of legislation. 
But let it be observed that this legislative activity was exercised 
in a particular direction ; and, consequently, several necessary 
reforms remain yet in abeyance. Among these are, the legal re- 
cognition of marriages, performed by Dissenting Ministers ; an 
entire diange of the judicial system ; and a revision of the laws 
affecting property. These several and most necessary changes have 
been pressed upon the attention of the Colonial Legislature by 
Lord Glxnblo ; and it is probable, that Acts will ere long be passed 
in conformity with his views. We would only now emphatically 
observe, that all interested in the welfare of the Negro population 
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should imniediately us« their infiuence ta obtain a. Marriage Adt, 
having a. retrospective as well aa prospective effect. 

The Acts which have been passed, to meet the immediate e 
gencies, created by the entire change ia the social and political 
condition of the Colony, dematid a very serious eiaminaticm ; as 
they are so many precedents which will affect hereafter, the rights 
and iDterests of the enfranchised population of the other islands. 
We would make on these important laws the general remark — 
that they contain many clauses which press with undue severity oa 
the working claaaes, and that the penalties they impoBe are usually 
excessive; evils which arc not mitigated by the manner in which 
Hiey are interpreted and administered. We will select, for more 
particular attention, and ss an illuatratioa of the one-sided cha- 
racter of Colonial Legislation, an Act which was passed in 
diately before our lirival ia the Colony; and which received the 
Royal sanction by an Order in Council, dated April 26th, ir — 
It is entitled "an Act for preventing a clandestine deportatioi 
laborers, artificers, handicraftsmen and domestic servants from 
this island, and for establishing regulations concerning their de- 
parture from the same." 

The preamble sets forth the evil practice of designing persons 
coming to Antigua, and, by delusive promises of great gain, in- 
ducing the laborei's to enter into Indentures or Contracts to serve 
in other Colonies j and iJiat it is much to be apprehended that the 
Laborers bacorae victims to such merc-enary speculations ; and 
that they are frequently thus induced to emigrate when in debt or 
under contract in the island, or when they have infirm relatives, 
wives and children depending on them ; and finally, that such 
practices are detrimental to the inierfsts and Kell-bnng of this 
illattd, aa well aa of Ihe laborera Ihemelcet. 

The first clause enacts that every laborer, wishing to emigrate, 
shall before leaving his parish, state his intention to one of Iht 
nfareet Jialicea of Ike Peace, who, joining himself with another 
Justice, shall inquire whether the person has any grandfather, or 
grandmother, father or mother, wife, or child under fourteen years 
of age, legitimate or illegitimate, dependent upon him for support, 
and who may )>ecoine destitute on his departure. If the Justices 
find that the said laborer has no such kindred or claims upon him, 
and that he is not bound by any existing contract for service, tbey 
shall give him a certificate to that effect, which shall authorize Che 
Island Secretary to set up his name in the Secretary's Office, as a 
person about to leave the Island. If, however, thev find that the 
laborer has any such kindred, or claims upon him, and that he 
refuses to make aatiafactory provision for their support during bis 
absence, they shall refuse their certificate, and shall appriie tte 
Island Secretary of the name of the person, and of the obstacles 
existing to his departure. 

The third clause gives the laborer an appeal to the Governor 
and .Council ; who shall have power to overrule any intentional. 
improper, or unnecessary obstruction on the part of the Justices. 
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The fourth imposes a penalty of one hundred pounds, and six 
months imprisonment, on any master of a ship, or other individual, 
endeavonring to induce any laborer to emigrate without complying 
with the provisions of the Law. 

The wx\h requires the Island Secretary, after receiving the cer- 
tificate of the Justices, to publish weekly, for thirty days, in one 
of the newspapers, the name of any laborer intending to emigrate, 
together with the name of his last employer and last place of 
residence. 

Thb Act is intended to obviate a real and pressing evil ; but the 
remedy here proposed is far worse than the disease. A different 
measure, of a simple and unobjectionable nature, is completely 
within the power of the Colonial Department; because Demerara and 
Trinidad, where alone labor is sufficiently dear to afford a premium 
on the speculations of the above mentioned " designing persons," 
are both Crown Colonies. 

The JEditor of the Antigua Herald and Gazette, in announcing 
that this Law has received the royal sanction, observes, " that it 
is reported to be considered very efficacious, and to be viewed by 
the country gentlemen as an Act likely to prove highly beneficial 
to the Colony," It appears to us, on the contrary, that the ten- 
dency of it is to convert the free agricultural peasantry of Antigua 
into adscripti gleboe. The landed proprietors have already com- 
bined as individuals, to enforce a low tariff of wages. By this 
Act they combine, as legislators, to exclude foreign competition, 
by placing insuperable obstacles in the way of their laborers carry- 
ing their industry to the best market. That a peasant desirous of 
emigrating, should be able to make, for the numerous relations 
specified in the Act, a provision satisfactory to one of the nearest 
Justices of the Peace, viz. his own employer, or one of his owii 
employer's friends, is very unlikely. The duty of a laborer to su|j- 
port his parents and grand-parents, has never, we believe, bcfoi (; 
been enforced by legal penalties. He may be so circumstanct'd 
as scarcely to be able to earn necessary food and clothing for 7ris 
wife and children ; in which case, emigration, under a reasonable 
prospect of improving his condition, may become his interest and 
duty ; even though he should leave behind him other near relations 
in a state of destitution. This Law however declares, that in 3uch 
a case he shall remain, and witness their misery without being 
able to alleviate it. 

The preamble speaks of the well-being of the island, as dis- 
tinguished from that of the laborers, and this spirit is carried out 
through all its provisions, which press exclusively on the laboring 
classes ; creating a permanent legal distinction and barrier beLweeu 
them and the other classes of society. It is impossible to be too 
jealous of laws like these — we cannot forget the condition, a few 
years since, of the Hottentots at the Cape ; who, nominally free, 
■^ere reduced by a single injurious ordinance to a state of villanage, 
which left them at the mercy of a ruthless taskmaster, without 

B* 
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giving them any protection even in his self-interest^ — a state which 
exposed them to the exactions of slavery without its slender indul- 
gences, to its worst horrors, without any of its mitigations. 

Upon our Colonial Government has devolved the superintendence 
of the most interesting political experiment, recorded in the history 
of our country, and what responsibility can be more sacred, than 
that of preventing the young liberties of a suddenly emancipated 
people from degenerating into license, and of protecting them on 
the other hand from the encroachments of superior power and intel- 
ligence ? We would ask whether Government has discharged its 
high duties worthily, and in such a way as to secure that complete 
Emancipation for which the English people have so earnestly con- 
tended, and for which they have made so costly a sacrifice ? Do 
not the laws, passed in this and other Colonies since the Imperial 
Act for the Abolition of Slavery, and sancHoned by Royal orders 
in Council, bear witness, that the Colonial Department is not at 
the present moment, filled with men to whom the sacred interests 
of negro liberty can be safely intrusted, without the exercise of in- 
creased vigilance on the part of the public ? There is nothing in 
the situation of the Colonies, or in l^e character of their popula- 
tion, to warrant even temporary deviations from a sound, legitimate 
and equal legislation. The great principles of politicsd economy 
are as applicable to them, at the present crisis, as they are to the 
mother country ; and any wide departure from those principles, 
will not only inflict much present evil, but create serious difficulties 
for the future. 

SECTION VI. 

The Abolition Act. — ^The debates of the Assembly and Coun- 
cil, as reported in the Island newspapers during the sessions of 
1833—4, and 5, cannot be said to exhibit the entire body of 
Antigua Legislators in the character of highminded and disinter- 
ested philanthropists. The passing of the Emancipation Act, was 
barely secured by the unwearied efforts of a small, but benevolent 
and enlightened, majority ; to whom also is owing the defeat of 
subsequent measures, which would have virtually undone all that 
the Bill professed to effect. The first Act was rejected by the 
Home Government, in consequence of its containing a clause re- 
pealing the four and a half per cent duties. A second was intro- 
duced in a remodelled form ; and ultimately carried by a casting 
vote. The Governor, Sir Evan Mac Greqor, took the warmest 
interest in the measure, and employed all his legitimate influence 
to effect its passing. He was undoubtedly the means, under Pro- 
vidence, of determining the nicely balanced scales of liberty and 
apprenticeship in favor of the former. 

SECTION VII. 

The Four and a half per cent Duties.— It is to be regretted 
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on the put ai ^t Axsirsa C'>r,<Lir^ i: '^ -^j^m^ zi tlf 

-wliicli cuiBoC IB SBT pocrt c^ Tjrr :« :itfi=«i»tc. izii vij^l :$ : >. 
jcctkMiabie ia its oni::r« buoe i^ r>.^tdi:ii. ini i^c-ljrar :c !: :^ an 
impost from vUc& Jmaucm, IVtsisrabTi iz.-i iciifn i^ihc a::^ feri.^ 
CokMiki, are esapft ; asid w^jci. :«•;*«* lifi^allT 3>::: Oi-* : ier 
and C0B i|iHin dT eihaagctif i^Aai*. I: ir^zA^Zfi -^ BarbAi:.?. 
That islaad, facnac bees £r«t crart<c i: tie Larl of CAS^LifLx, 
iras, doiiag the abrrua c^ r:~« paCe^t. ^ the par:.a=eitarr var. 
pp | tf T*i T— * br BBBMFSQft bccjci oif r!:f^£f*£^. At ti.t R«stc-ra:::'n. 
the RHMdrre cia»i of tiie arrzal ;*u&s«£-M-:r» :>f tire sc.:!. and c4 
Hie £aii of CAautLx, vc*« mbKrrt^s t.^ the aj'titrat::'^ cf King 
CHAmLSS II, mho coafiiacd tLe tLt^<!« of tie ocr=par.tf. en c:n- 
£tion of tbcir parinz a dctr ia kizid, cf f:-'=r a^i a ball' per cent 
on all exporti» first to the cmLtors '.f Ltri Caklislx f:r a «erle« 
of years, aad afteraanis tx> the Cn.-r-. Every «zeai:s was inics- 
trioosly cmpkycd to extcsd this rreceiest to the other crlonies. 
Aatigiia fell under the yoke in the foliowicz can-er. In l6o6 the 
island was surprised by a petty French force fr:.3i G=adal^;:pe. 
wfaich retained possession cf :i till the foLowin; year, when it 
was recsptnred by tbe Bnti^fa. The 4^ per ce::t dcty was cade 
tbe condition of the Colonists receiTin; new ziacts of their estates, 
which ther had forfeited by takinz the oath cf allegiance to the 
French Monandi. Tliis dcty bccksie a fiznd, cut cf which sec- 
c essive sorercizns granted pen&ions to their favorlte«, until it was 
recently placed with the ether Crown rerences, under the control 
of FsrUament. The episcopal establishment for the West Indies 
is charged upon it, and the new jniidal system is proposed to be 
provided for oat of the same fond. This tax operates as a pro- 
tecting doty in fisTor of the newest and most fertile soils ; and it 
is, with manifest injustice, levied upon a few of the colonies to de- 
fray diarges incident to the whole. It ought to be at least ex- 
changed for a ciTil list, raised at the discretion of the local leris- 
latore ; sod appropriated to defray the charges of Government. 
Among other reasons for giving the claim of Antigua for the 
abolition of these duties a favorable consideration, it ought not 
to be f or got t en, that the rejection of the Apprenticeship has saved 
the mother country about twelve thousand pounds sterling in the 
salaries of stipendiary Magistrates. 

SECTION ^in. 

Waste Laxds. — ^There are several thousand acres, of which 
the title to possession appears to be indisputably vested in the 
Crown by the reconquest of this island. The statute book con- 
tains many Acts of appropriation of land, by the three estates 
jointly ; a fact which can scarcely be held to impair the original, 
sole ri£^t of the Crown ; as Colonial Bills are enacted in the form 
B*2 
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of petition. The sale of these lands from time to time> in small 
parcels, would probably have a more powerful tendency than any 
other measure in the power of the Home Government, to elevate 
the emancipated population in character and condition. The mo- 
nopoly of land, which at present exists in the hands of large pro* 
prietors is injurious to every interest in the island. 
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SECTION I. 
A Table, shewing the increase and decrease of Slaves on 

THREE ESTATES OF RESIDENT PROPRIETORS, AND ON THREE 

OTHERS OF NON-RESIDENT Proprietors, from 1817 to 
1834. 

N. B.^'The increase, from other causes than Births^ means by fntr- 
chase, inheritance, Sgc, ; and the decrease from other cawes than Deaths, 
means by sale, bequests, S^c. 

proprietors — resident. 
Morne Rouge Estate, St, Mark's, producing Sugar and Cqffee. 

1817 No. of Slaves 69 

jg. - Increase by births 42 

Decrease by deaths v 21 

, Difference — 21 

Increase from other causes 27 

I Qo>i Decrease ditto 20 

^^'^^ Difference — 7 

1 834 No. of Slaves 97 

BHe Rouge and Coulibri, St. Mark's, producing Cqffee. 

1817 No. of Slaves 64 

jgj^ Increase by births 36 

Decrease by deaths 21 

^Q Difference — 15 

Increase from other causes 16 

1834 ^^crease ditto 9 

Difference..... — 7 

1834 No. of Slaves ^ 
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Poimte HtuOtrt B$tatt, St. PatricVt. produemg Sugar. 

1817 No. of aliToa 

Incwaie by birtha ■■■• \ 

f 1817 Decreaae by death* 

1 DiiOeieace 



I incTBMe from other can«M 

' 1634 Decreaae ditto 

L Diffigience ' 

1834 No. ofSUTM 

tBOPBIEtOBS — KOH-EBBIDBKT. 

Oooi-uiiU Eilale, SI. Oeorgt't, producing Sugar. 

1B17 No. of SUvEB 

IncwasB from other ousea 

(1817 Decreaae ditto 

I Add difference 



Decreue by deaths ^^^'^'■ 

18M Increaae by births 63- 

k Deduct difference ' 

1834 No. of Slaves '8 

CanffiM Etiatt, St. PauPt, producing Sugar. 
1817 No.ofSlftTes ^'' 

ilncieue ftom other causes t"' 
1817 Decrease ditto 3 
Add difference -- ^ 
to 21 

Decrease by deatha l'*^- 
1834 Increase by births *1",^ 
Deduct difference _^ 

1831 No. of Slaves '^ 

Castle Bruce B»tale, St. David'i, produemg Sugar. 

1817 No. ofSlaTes '*' 

, Increase from other causes ^^ 

1917 Decrease ditto <> 

Adddifference - "~ ° 



iSB by b 
'^ Deduct differen 

ISM No. of Slaves 
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SECTION II. 



Local Govbrnment. — ^The administration of the laws is c^ 
the same character as in Antigua, and in the same urgent need of 
reform. 

The strong hold of abuses in the Local Government, is in those 
departments, both legislative and executive, which are filled by the 
appointment of the Colonial Office. The representative branch is 
not liberal, but in future elections it may be expected to be- 
. come so, as the colored class are numerous and influential, and 
the members whom they return have been hitherto the consistent 
supporters of measures of improvement. Nothing can be said in 
praise of the Legislative Council, which is nominated by the 
Crown ; and it would be difficult to reprobate too strongly the 
appointment or retention, in the most responsible offices, of men 
who perpetuate the worst Colonial abuses. The present Attorney 
General is a conspicuous example of the persons, who are distin- 
guished by the confidence of the Home Government. It will be 
remembered by some of our readers, that a statement was made 
public in England, in the early part of 1835, that two female ap- 
prenticed labourers had been punished by flogging, in the marlcet 
place of Roseau ; and that a free colored man, convicted of an 
assault, had been worked in the chain gang amongst felons, and 
left to depend, during a long imprisonment, upon the charity of 
his fellow prisoners for food. This report excited public indigna- 
tion in England, which caused the House of Assembly to investi- 
gate the matter in a Committee of the whole House, in the hope, 
doubtless, of falsifying or explaining away the statements which 
had been made. From their printed report we extract the following: 
— " llie result of this investigation, in respect to those points to 
which the inquiry was directed, establishes in the opinion of the 
Committee, the following facts : — First, that two female appren- 
ticed labourers, named Dongousb, and Mary Clarke, were 
severally indicted, &c. — and were sentenced by the Court, to re- 
ceive, the former, thirty nine, and the latter, thirty stripes in the 
public market place ; — that the punishment was inflicted on them, 
without any impropei' eosposure of their persons, and without any 
further exposure, than was necessary to carry the sentences into 
execution. 

" The Committee have not thought it incumbent on them to 
enter into any examination of the legality of the sentences pro- 
nounced; they have thought it sufficient, that those sentences 
proceeded from the highest Criminal Court, and were sanctioned 
by the legal opinion of the first law officer of the Crowfi, in this 
Colony." The examination of the witnesses is appended to 
this report. The following are two of the questions proposed to 
the Attorney General and his replies. 
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'• Were you called upon by the 
Court to give your opinion as to 
the legality of awarding punish- 
ment by whipping, in the cases of 
DoNGOUSB and Maby Clarke ?*' 



" Upon what Law do you groimd 
your opinion that women may be 
flogged in this Colony for certain 
offences ?" 



" 1 do not recollect that I was 
called upon to give my opinion, 
but I did give my opinion, that 
the punishment of females by 
whipping, was legal. — / pointed 
out to the Courts that that mode of 
punishment was still in their 
power, and that the oases of the 
two parties warranted its exercise.' 

" Upon the Law of Englaiid." 



The Provost Marshal was asked. 



" When were the sentences put "In the market place, on the 
in execution ? and on what day ?" 7th of February, between twelve 

and one o'clock." 



" Was it on the market day, 
and was the market full of people, 
men and women ?" 



<( 



It was on a market day, and 
there were a great many people, 
men and women, as is usual on 
those days. 



The Attorney General, who thus deliberately avows, that these 
female apprentices were publicly flogged, on his unsolicited recom- 
mendation to the Court, is still, through his own talents, and the 
favor of the Government, the most influential person in the Colony. 
From the investigation into the other case of the free man of 
color, it appears that it is not the custom in Dominica for free 
criminals to receive any food; and that this prisoner was actually 
dependent on casual charity, and on the pity of the apprentices in 
the chain gang. One of the town wardens, on being asked, in 
reference to this case, '* Why do you consider the punishment by 
the chain gang not a severe punishment ?" replies, " In the first 
instance, I consider the chain is put about them as a badge of 
shame, to which, in my opinion, the generality of them are perfect 
strangers, &c." he adds, " I have latterly observed, that the chain 
is so folded up, or covered, that you cannot discern whether it is a 
chain or not !" This is a striking illustration of the unconscious 
simplicity with which a thorough-paced advocate of colonial op- 
pressions, will sometimes supply facts in refutation of his opinions. 
It would, indeed, not be surprising if the sense of shame were 
obliterated by slavery ; but it is a fact, that many of the females 
manifest as deep a feeling of the degradations to which they are 
subjected, as could be shown under the same circumstances, by 
the wives and daughters of more happy England. 
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SECTION III. 



The Late Governor. — We have had occasion in the preced- 
ing pages, to speak in terms of praise of Sir Evan Mac Grbgor, 
and it is our grateful task to record here, that those in Dominica 
interested in the welfare of the apprentices, attribute the accom- 
plishment of some good, and the prevention of much mischief, to 
his brief residence among them as Governor. In his farewell 
address to the Legislature, on his departure to assume the Grovem- 
ment of the Windward Islands, he recommended the Abolition of 
the Apprenticeship in 1838. We would gladly write nothing bat 
eulogy of the author of so benevolent a proposition, but a sense of 
what is due to impartiality, compels us to notice two acts which 
disfigure his administration. First, an attempt to introduce com- 
pulsory taskwork^ in imitation of Sir Lionel Smith, and in oppo- 
sition to an express enactment of the Apprenticeship Law. 
Secondly, his decisions, on a number of charges preferred by 
Joseph Fadelle against certain individuals, high in office, in 
Dominica. We have before us a pamphlet, which may be con- 
sidered to contain an ex parte view of this subject in favor of Sir 
Evan Mac Geeoor. Since it consists entirely of his own state- 
ment of the several charges, his references to the evidence^ his 
citations and interpretations of the Laws, his decisions on the 
separate charges, and his concluding " general remarks." A careful 
perusal of it has brought us to the conclusion, that his interpre- 
tations of the Abolition Law are destructive of the spirit and in- 
tention of the English Act, and that his decisions and " Remarks" 
display a strong bias in favor of the accused parties. Sir Evan 
thus speaks in his " General Remarks" of the success likely to 
attend eflforts to protect the apprentices by the exposure of the 
oppressions to which they are subjected. " Unless through the 
kindness and favor of their masters, whom they ought rather to 
be encouraged to propitiate by submission, than goaded to exaspe- 
rate, by impotent resistance, the apprenticed laborers may look 
in vain, for an amelioration of their lot." This striking passage 
explains what is the actual condition, in law and fact, of the ap- 
prenticed laborers. They have no rights, which they can effectually 
maintain in opposition to the despotic will of their owners. The 
Abolition Law so far from being largely interpreted in their favor, 
as an Act intended for their benefit, and on the theory, that sub- 
ject to certain well defined restrictions, they are free men, is in- 
terpreted largely in favor of their masters, and on the theory that 
with certain ill-defined immunities, they are still slaves. 

SECTION IV. 

Comparative Condition of the Apprentices. — It appears 
evident that the negros in this Colony have gained nothing by the 
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exchange of Slavery for Apprenticeship. It is the general belief 
of many residents and eyewitnesses^ that their yoke during the 
earlier part of the new era was even heavier than before. Some 
good subsequently was effected by the favorable influence of Sir 
EvAif Mac Grvoor ; and more recently some of the Planters, in- 
duding one gentleman who is Attorney for the majority of the 
estates of the absentee proprietors, have themselves pursued a 
more indulgent course. With all these alleviations, we believe the 
Begros to have gained nothing by the twenty millions but the hope 
of fireedom in 1840. 

In many instances they are deprived of the old slave allowances 
of salt fish and meal, &c. Tlieir children are neglected, and 
mothers are compelled to repay the time lost in attendimce on them 
when sick. Pregnant women are sometimes kept at labor in the 
field nearly to the day of their delivery. The people are often kept 
at work in the field in heavy rain, at ue risk of their health. The 
power of imprisonment in the estates' cachots, conferred by the 
Local Act, as a security against the escape of offenders is frequently 
employed by the Managers as a punishment ; and lastly, they have 
so protection against ill-treatment from persons who are not their 
employers. The Special Magistrate has not power to summons 
before him, on the complaint of an Apprentice, any person of free 
condition, other than the person entitled to the services of the 
Aj^rentice. He has power, however, to punish an Apprentice on 
the complaint of any person whatever. An Apprentice, therefore, 
in case he is ill treated by any free person, other than his master, 
must resort to the General Justices of the Peace, or to the Supreme 
Courts of the Island. We have before us thirteen examples of the 
practical value of this privilege, in a list of as many cases of Ap- 
prentices, assaulted by free persons, not their owners, within the 
short space of one month, who, after making many applications, 
could get no Justice of the Peace to entertain their complaints. 
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MARTINIQUE. 



Copies of the Petitions of the Colored Proprietors of 
Martinique, for the immediate Abolition of Slavery. 

No. 1. 

Abolition de l'Esclavaqe. Les Hommbs de Coulbur dk 
LA Martinique aux deux Chambrbs. — ^Les cris de liberty qui 
se sont fait entendre dans les lies voisines sous la domination 
Brittanique en faveur d'une classe si noxnbreuse de notre population, 
ont retenti dans nos Coeurs. 

Nous savons par experience que les garanties promises par les 
lois ct les ordonnances de la M^tropole, sont inefficaces dans la 
pratique, et qu'il n'ya pour ceux auxquels le Mgislateur a d^nie 
rimmense bienfait de la liberty, aucune compensation, auquoe 
moyen de faire respecter en eux les droits de Thumanit^. Maigr^ 
I'etat de degradation oi!i la servitude les a places, le sentiment de 
la liberty vit imp^rissable au fond de leurs coeurs et met aujourdhui 
plus que jamais en pdril la security des biens et des personnes 
libres. 

Nous croyons qu'il est impossible de retarder plus long temps 
sans de graves dangers I'entiere abolition de Tesclavage. 

Nous sommes prets comme propridtaires k faire tous les sacri- 
fices que la M^tropole voudra nous imposer a cet egard, et a 
concourir avec les gislateurs k I'emancipation morsde autant 
que physique de la population au milieu de laquelle nous sommes 
places. 

Que des lois gendreuses et sages fixent les principes de cette 
regeneration. Quelles se confient k notre fid^lite, a notre amour 
pour la Metropole et la r^ussite en est assur^e. 

Quand les esclaves sauront que nous n'avons pas mis obstacle 
a ce que leurs chaines soient bris^es, ils croiront a nos paroles, et | 
ne refuseront pas les travaux dont nous leur donnerons I'exemple. 
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No. 2. 

Saint Pierre, 25th Novembre, 1836. 
Petition derniere, aux deux chambres. 
M. 

Nous venons rendre hommages aux nobles sentimens qui 
animent les chambres et le Gouvernement envers la classe la plus 
malheureose, la plus nombreuse de nos Colonies. 

Les promesses solemnelles de S. £. le Ministre de la Marine et 
des Colonies a la Chambre des Deputes dans sa seance du 25 
Mai dernier, nous ont penetre de la plus vive reconnaissance ; nous 
voyons avec le plus profond interet que le Gouvernement est deter- 
mine a faire cesser Tesclavage, en ce qu'elle est contraire au 
i lirincipe fondamental de toutes les Societes, et n'etant utile ni au 
midtre ni a Tesclave. Nous applaudissons a sa genereuse resolu - 
tion ; nous y concourirons autant qu'il sera en nous, nous soumet- 
tant a tons les sacrifices qui pourront nous etre imposes. 

Qnand il n'y aura pltw d*esclaves aux Colonies, il ne sera plus 
it^essaire d'y envoyer ces fortes garnisons transportees a grands 
iirais pour maintenir la soumission des ateliers, Tautorite et la 
securite precaires des m^itres. Devenus soldats et Citoyens, les 
aftanchis seront int^resses au maintien de I'ordre public et a 
defendre le pays qui les a vus naitre. 

Enfans du sol, ils n'auront pas k redouter les effets d*un climat 
destmcteux qui enleve chacjue ann^e de nombreux defenseurs a la 
mere patrie ! 

Ainsi Femancipation des esclaves sera un acte d'humanite, de 
justice et de bonne politique ; nous I'appelons de tons nos voeux, 
1 T^prouvant k Tavance toutes resolutions opposees. Avec elle, 
imaitront la security, I'ordre et la tranquillity ; avec elle, le travail 
Ubre et salarie remplacera le travail forcd et humiliant qui ddmo- 
talize, et le m^itre et I'esclave ; par elle se formeront des liens de 
fomille incompatibles avec Tetat d'esclavage quel qui^ soit ! 

Mais en promettant notre concours au Gouvernement, nous 
^mettons aussi le voeu qu'il adopte des mesures tendantes a accroitre 
I'industrie coloniale et qu'il lui accorde la liberty commerciale, au 
moins pour les objets les plus n^c^ssaires a la vie des habitans de 
toutes les classes. 

Nous avons Thonneur d'etre, &c. &c. &c. 
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BARBUDA. 



Of the three seamen in our little Schooner who were Barb^ians> 
two were exiles from their homes, and the third was a colored 
boy, the son of the late Superintendent of the Island, who is 
menitoned by Sir Bethel Codrinoton in his public correspondence 
on Slavery with T. F. Buxton. Many of our readers will re- 
member, that Barbuda is the private property of Sir Bethel, and 
that the happy condition of its inhabitants was brought promi- 
nently forward by him, in the correspondence referred to» The 
boy, above mentioned, is left without any education, to earn his 
bread as a cabin boy in a small coasting schooner, a life of all 
others, distinguished by hardship and privation. Before Eman- 
cipation, there were five hundred slaves in Barbuda ; none would 
have quitted it voluntarily as they are attached to their native soil^ 
to their fertile gardens, and varied employments of agriculture, 
hunting, fishing, piloting and diving. At the present moment, 
however, upwards of a hundred of them are in banishment in 
Antigua. The will of the Superintendent is law, and for every 
real or supposed offence they are liable to be ordered off the 
Island. Our Captain, who is employed by the Superintendent, 
and has evidently no sympathies for the negros, told us, that on one 
occasion since they became free, when their labor was not wanted, 
in consequence of a dry season, the people were all dismissed but 
thirty, and that they were pardoned and permitted to return as 
soon as seasonable weather set in ! They receive wages from the 
Superintendent, but as he is the sole shopkeeper, much of the 
money circulates back again into his till. 

During our stay in Antigua, we had several opportunities of con- 
versing with persons acquainted with the state of Barbuda. It 
was originally granted to the ancestor of its present proprietor for 
ninety nine years, and at the expiration of this period was re- 
granted by George IV, for a term of fifty years, on the con- 
dition that the grantee should present the Governor of Antigua 
annually with a fat wether sheep. The Island is nearly as large 
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as Antigaa, and very fertile. The cliltivation of the cane is not 
permitt^ by the terms of the tenure^ but a large revenue is derived 
from its timber, corn, cattle, sheep and deer. The salvage of 
wrecks is another productive source of income, as the island is 
low and nearly surrounded by a coral reef, running out for miles 
into the sea. A daily look out is kept, and the negros are very 
active in rendering assistance to wrecked vessels, being familiar 
with the intricate navigation, and very expert in the use of boats, 
and in swimming and diving. During slavery, Barbuda was also 
a nursery for slaves, to supply the waste on the Codrington estates 
in Antigua, from whence a few families, the ancestors of its present 
numerous population, were originally brought. They are the most 
robust islanders in these seas, and distinguished by the primitive 
simplicity of their character. Heinous crimes are unknown among 
them. They have no Laws, and the sole authority is the Super- 
intendent, who holds the commission of a Justice of the Peace 
from the Governor of Antigua. They have no resident religious 
instructor. Several years ago, the Wesleyan missionaries of 
Antigua, paid occasional visits to the Island, until they were pro- 
hibited, and their congregation violently dispersed by the late 
Superintendent. The Bishop of Barbados, soon after his arrival, 
appointed a resident catechist who staid a short time and was fol- 
towed by several others in succession. We met the last of these 
in Dominica, an energetic young man, who, like his predecessors, 
had been compelled to relinquish his charge by disagreements with 
the Superintendent. Most of the people, both old and young, are 
able to read, and a few to write. Many are married, but concu- 
binage, one of the many evils resulting from the absence of a resi- 
dent minister, prevails to a great extent. The island has no resi- 
dent medical man, until recently one of the emancipated slaves, 
an intelligent colored man, acted in this capacity, but he has lately 
left it to seek a more extended sphere for the exercise of his skill. 

Barbuda is within the legislative power of the Government of 
Antigua — ^but the parliament of that island has always refused to 
undertake the responsibility of legislating for it. Their neglect, 
at the time they abolished slavery in their own island, to enact the 
apprenticeslup in this, is said to have induced the proprietor to 
adopt the graceful alternative of emancipating the slaves by a deed 
under his own hand. It is reported that an individual of known 
liberal sentiments has recently been appointed, and is expected 
shortly from England, to take the office of Superintendent. 
Should this happily be the case, we trust that this little despotism 
will be administered with more regard, than it has hitherto been, 
to the temporal and spiritual interests of its inhabitants. 
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SECTION I. 

Paupbr Population.— There is a class of several thousand 
poor whites in Barbados, known by the name of " red shanks ;" 
many of whom are dependent on parochial and casual relief, and 
even on the charity of the apprentices. The competition of the 
colored people has driven them out of almost every field where free 
laborers were wont to exercise their skill and mdustry. From 
their idle and dissolute habits they are more degraded than the 
negros, but are proud of their caste as whites. llLere are only a 
few individuals of the colored class receiving parochial relief. 

SECTION 11. 

Stipendiary Administration op thb Abolition Law. — 
The following is an analysis of the record of complaints and de- 
cisions made in one month in a single district. The document 
from which it is extracted was taken up at random, and was sub- 
sequently ascertained to be in no respect distinguished from the 
journals of several of the other Magistrates, either in number of 
cases or nature and severity of punishments. 

Barbados — District D. December, 1836. 

I. — Complaint of apprentice against employer, in which the 
latter was fined £5 currency for flogging complainant. Two 
hundred and twenty-six complaints of employers against appren- 
tices. The sum total of the penalties inflicted on the apprentices is ; — < 

Imprisonment and hard labor „ „ 697 days. 

Ditto ditto on the Treadmill, 180 

Solitary confinement „ „ „ 127 

Saturdays forfeited to the estates „ „ 517 

In addition to which the apprentices must repay to the estates, 
pursuant to a clause in the Local Act, upwards of seven hundred 
of their Saturdays, being the amount of working days lost by them, 
when at hard labor, in solitary confinement, or on the tread mill. 
The total is more than two thousand two hundred days in which 
two hundred and twenty- six negros were mulcted in one district in 
a single month. The character of the Law under which these pun- 
ishments take place will appear in its true colors when it is con- 
sidered that there are seven districts in the island and that the 
apprenticeship extends over a period of six years. 
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XXxii. APPENDIX. 

SECTION III. 

Scale op Labor. — ^The system of taskwork, however desirable 
in itself, requires to be regulated by so many special circumstances, 
that it can never be introduced without injustice except by mutual 
and voluntary agreement between masters and laborers. This was 
so universally admitted that the Apprenticeship Law expressly 
declared that taskwork should not be imposed without the consent 
of the apprentices. It was, however, a favorite measure of Sir 
Lionel Smith to regulate the labor of the apprentices by a fixed 
standard; notwithstanding the insuperable obstacles created by 
differences of soil, and fluctuations of weather, and inequality of 
strength of individual laborers. He appointed a Committee of 
three Planters to draw up a " Scale of Labor," which he forwarded 
to each of the Special Magistrates with the following instructions. 
" You will be furnished with printed copies of the scale ; and I 
have to desire that it may be constantly hung up in your respective 
offices for public information. You will also have the goiodness 
to distribute copies to the several estates in your district, with a 
request to the proprietors or managers, that they may be placed 
in some situation in the buildings of the estate where they may be 
easily referred to by the apprenticed laborers. As there are few or 
no estates where there are not some among the negro population 
who can read, I am in hopes that this measure may prevent many 
complaints arising from misunderstanding and ignorance being 
brought before you." 

The scale is entitled '' A Scale of work to be performed by effec- 
tive apprenticed laborers in the Island of Barbados, drawn up by 
the undersigned, appointed a committee for that purpose by his 
Excellency the Governor Greneral, and subsequently approved by 
His Majesty's Council." 

The principal column in the scale is headed, " quantity of work 
to be performed by one or more laborers in one day of nine hours," 
which means that a gang is required to perform as many times 
the quantity of work set down as there are negros composing it. 
The intention of the scale was to facilitate the introduction of 
taskwork, which was accordingly generally resorted to when it 
was first issued, but soon we believe as generally abandoned. The 
scale, in the event of the failure of its first object, was intended to 
prevent complaints and as a standard of punishments. Hence the 
facility, with which the numerous vague and general complaints 
of idleness and insufficiency of work, are disposed of by the Spe- 
cial Magistrates. We took much pains to ascertain the real cha- 
racter of the scale, and the result of our inquiries in the Colony, 
was that " it is such a scale as the strongest negros could not 
work upon for a twelvemonth together." In order still further to 
satisfy ourselves, we forwarded a copy of it to Antigua, and request- 
ed a friend to obtain for us the opinion of planters residing in a 
part of the island where the soil is very similar to that of Barba- 
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do8. In reply, one manager, speaking of the number of cane 
holes required by the scale says, " We usually bank our land with 
the plough and crosshole afterwards (with the hoe.) Our laborers 
would open in nine hours the quantity prescribed." What a 
comment is this on the severity of the Barbados scale, when the 
&ct U stated, that the plough is not used in that colony, but that 
the laborers must both bank and crosshole with the hoe ! Some 
remarks are made by our informant on other items of the scale, 
ind the following general observations. " The quantum of labor 
to be reasonably eipected must depend upon the land, not only 
being stiff or light, but wet or dry, foul or otherwise, and other 
circwnstances ;" and in the boiling house, " the quantity made 
must depend on the wind, if a windmill is used, quality of the 
canes, distance of cartage, &c." " This plan must give a great deal 
of trouble and be a source of irritation." Another observes, that 
he agrees with the observation of the previous manager, " about 
the fiicUities for squabbles afforded by the scale submitted," and 
observes, that in the scale " there is more required than can always 
be yielded, and therefore it is oppressive if insisted on." 

When to these considerations is added the fact that the planters 
distribute the negros into the various gangs at their own pleasure, 
it is Evident, that the scale affords them opportunities of exacting 
a most oppressive amount of labor. We have before us a case, 
the other particulars of which are of a gross character, where a 
girl ten years of age, was sent by her master into the first gang 
with a heavy hoe as a punishment. The first or able-bodied gang 
may thus be augmented in number by the addition of young or 
weakly persons, and yet the full aggregate amount of labor required 
from it ; and by reference to the preceding section in this appendix 
it will be seen, that the practice of bringing entire gangs before 
the Magbtrate for punishment is not infrequent. This scale " hung 
up" in their respective offices still regulates the decisions^ of the 
magistrates. 

SECTION IV. 

The Latb Governor. — Sir Lionel Smith, administered the 
affairs of this colony in such a manner as to acquire the confidence 
of the colonial minister, and to obtain promotion to the Govern- 
ment of Jamaica, and several other marks of distinction and favor. 
He arrived in the colony before the agitation of the Abolition mea- 
sure. The strong opposition which it encountered, threw the 
Governor into a position from whence he derived a reputation 
that his subsequent proceedings have by no means supported. 
His early policy, however, was decidedly in £eivor of the negros, 
and to hun it is mainly owing, that the efforts made to bring about 
a general compulsory apprenticeship of the children soon after 
August, 1834 were defeated. A marked change was subsequently 
visible in his Government. He adopted what he was pleased to 



consider a poliry of eon^liation, by which the iatereetB of the 
negros were EBciiliced to the views of the planters. The stipen- 
iliary magistratta did not receive from him that support to which 
Ihey were eatitled, ajad when about to lesTc the Uland, in a fare- 
well speech which be made to them, he ibtimateil in terms which 
could not be mistaken, that Government was weary of the irritating 
controversies that the system created, and that, as the magistrates 
yalaed their places, they mast conciliate the planters and keep 
things quiet, as they well knew the agriculture of the island must 
be k*pt up. 

The disgraceful state of the jail at Bridgtown, under Sir 
Lionel's government has already been described. 

The same change was visible in his conduct towards the colored 
people. Though their politlcai disabilities had been nominallj- 
removed some years before by a legislative enactment, they had 
as yet obtained a very insignificant share of power and influence 
in consequence of the value of freehold conferring the franchise 
having been raised simultaneously with the cession of Iheir politi- 
cal rights; while thequalification'of the existing voters was undis- 
turbed ; so that the colored freeholders in the towns are required to 
possess a house of the yearly value of thirty pounds, while a great 
body of white electors are qualilied by the [vossession of tenements 
of the value of only ten pounds per annum. Sir Lionbi. Smith's 
professions of impartiality and freedom from prejudice eicited great 
hopes in the minds of the colored people. They expected at least that 
soraeof theirnumber, men of wealth, edocattnn and superior quali- 
fications, would receive commissions in the magistracy. In this 
they were disappointed ; the only attempt made by the Governor in 
their favor was, by inviting a colored gentleman to his table. One 
of his white guests manifested his offence by leaving the room, 
which created so much alarm that the Governor immediately re- 
linquished his aggressive policy and fell back upon conciliation. 
The real difficulties which be encountered, may be estimated from 
the fact, that his successor who made no promises, placed two 
colored men on the bench of magistrates, a few weeks after his 
arrival in the colony with the consent of the council. 

Sir Lionel Smith embarked for Jamaica amidst the execrations 
of the crowds of free blacks and apprentices assembled on the beach. 

SECTION V. 

NOTB ON THB ApPB ENTICES HIP OF THE FllBK CbILDBBN. W* 

have intimated in the Journal that the plan of procuriogE general 
apprenticeship of the free children, was revived in Barbados soon 
after the arrival of the present Governor. As this important sub- 
ject has subsequently taken a favorable turn in the legislature of 
the Island, wc have omitted some important memoranda rela- 
ting to it that we made during our stay in the colony. We are, 
however, prepared to prove, if called upon, that we have ample 
reason for asserting the existence of the designs referred to. 
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SECTION I. 

NoTB ON Pribcilla Taylor's Case. — ^The statement in our 
Igarnal having been taken down in the public room of the Ferry 
ttfern, a garbled report of the investigation was published in the 
Uniid newspapers. The facts of the case are much stronger than 
idwt originally appeared in England. We took much pains on 
mbaequent occasions to verify them, and have in our possession 
flMve detailed statements which explain the motives in which these 
fiicracefal proceedings originated, and contain particulars of a 
ftSTmore revolting character than what are now laid before the 
public. We were also favored, during our stay in the island, with 
a letter from the Special Magistrate implicated in the transaction, 
who admits th^ fact of Priscilla Taylor having been chained 
to a mao> but denies his participation in it. She subsequently 
purdiaaefi her freedom by valuation, under the fear of further per- 
aecntion in consequence of our having seen her, for sixty nine 
pmmdt. The money was lent to her by a friend, on the security 
of a verbal promise of repayment from herself and her husband, 
who belongs to a different master. The gentleman alluded to in- 
forms us that part of the amount has already been repaid out of 
the produce of their labor in cultivating provisions. 

SECTION II, 

Halfway Tree Workhouse. — ^We havp before us the report 
of an action, (Wilkins vs. Liddell) instituted by a person on 
behalf of herself, her son and her daughter, against the Supervisor 
of this Workhouse for trespass. The complainants were appre- 
hended as runaway apprentices, and confined for necurly a week in 
chains brfore they were taken brfore any special magistrate, during 
Wljich time the son was worked publicly in the penal gang. The 
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facts were incontrovertible, and the Jury gave a verdict of thirty 
five shillings ; an amount too small to carry costs. In the same 
Court the complainants succeeded in proving that they were not 
apprentices. 

We have also the copy of a " brief in support of motion for 
criminal information vs. Whiteman/' which comprises the affida- 
vit of a female apprentice to the effect, that she was worked in the 
penal gang chained to another girl ; that frequently while on the 
treadmill, she was flogged by the drivers, (who are all convict 
slaves,) and once severely flogged and kicked by the defendant, 
(who was the Overseer or deputy Superintendent of the Work- 
house.) Whiteman in his affidavit denies that he ever struck 
complainant, but does not deny that she was flogged by the drivers. 
He accuses her of having once thrown herself off the mill, at the 
same time " taking the whip out of the driver's hand" in his pre- 
sence. The affidavits of the four drivers give defendant a high 
character ; declare they never saw him strike complainant ; and 
that " on one occasion she took the cat out of the driver's hand," 
when defendant took it away and restored it to the driver. 
Throughout these affidavits the flogging of females on the treadmill 
is not denied, and it appears from the affidavits of the accused, 
himself and his witnesses, that the convict drivers carried a cat 
when superintending women on the treadmill. At the Court 
(June, 1836) at which this motion was made, the Custos of St. 
Andrews, whose residence is near the Halfway Tree Workhouse, 
and who, as Chief Magistrate of the Parish, was in some measure 
implicated in its abuses, sat on the bench as one of the assistant 
judges. He publicly reprobated the conduct of the parties who 
brought the case forward, saying, " It was an infamous proceed- 
ing." The Attorney General besides insisting that the affidavits 
of Whiteman and the convicts were not conclusive, observed ; " I 
have serious doubts as to the legality of chaining women in work- 
houses, and I want the court to say whether it be legal or illegal 
to do so." The Chief Justice replied, " We will give you a decision 
on that point, if we must do so, but not otherwise," The appli- 
cation was subsequently refused, the Chief Justice observing; 
"The affidavit comprehends chaining and corporal punishment; 
but the only real ground of complaint is the latter. We are not 
called upon to pronounce as to the chaining. There are four affi- 
davits denying the principal charge, the preponderance of evidence 
is therefore in favor of Whiteman, and we must deny the appli- 
cation." This is one of several instances where the attempt to 
procure the redress of gross abuses in the houses of correction, by 
instituting suits of criminal information in the Island Courts, has 
proved abortive. 

SECTION III. 

The Non -registered Slaves. — It has been stated in our jour- 
that in one parish, several hundred non-registered slaves have 
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obtained their freedom, while in other parts of the island they are 
still held in slavery. A proprietor in St. Andrew's parish has 
fifteen of these negros, some of whom, as the Magistrates of the 
district refused to coerce them, were brought down to the Special 
Court at Halfway Tree, where they were sentenced to be flogged. 
The recent Jamaica papers report another case in the parish of 
Hanover, where a negro, about two years ago, being ill, and not 
Kkely to live, was turned adrift by his master, who informed him 
tiiat he was free, as he was not registered. The man recovered, 
and was then reclaimed, brought before a Special Magistrate and 
flogged for refusing to work. He ran away to Spanish Town, and 
appeieJed to the Governor, who instructed the Stipendiary that he 
could not coerce a non- registered slave as an apprentice. The 
negro thus obtained his freedom, hired himself to work on an estate 
for half a dollar a day, but when he applied for his wages was 
told by the overseer that they should be paid over to his owner. 
He appealed to t^e petty sessions for the recovery of the amount, 
but was told by the local Magistrates he was an apprentice. He 
was then employed by the rector of the parish, who has recently 
been fined ten pounds by the same local Magistrates for harbour- 
ing an apprentice, under what is called the inveigling clause of the 
Act in Aid. 

In the June Grand Court of Assize, a case cBayley vs, Ewart) 
was brought forward for the purpose of obtaining a formal de- 
cision, whether a non-registered slave was an apprentice, or legally 
free. The majority of the Bench decided that he was an apprentice. 
The 'Chief Justice rested his argument to this effect, chiefly on the 
decision of the Privy Council in the Mauritius case. The Hon. 
Thomas J. Bernard one of the assistant judges, and a planter, 
dissented from this decision, and maintained, in a candid and able 
argument, that non- registration did confer freedom. Should the 
attempts become general, to carry out this decision, and to re- 
enslave the few non-registered negros who have recovered their 
liberty, the worst consequences may be expected to ensue ; and 
meanwhile, the precarious freedom which they enjoy« is nothing 
better than an unprivileged outlawry. 

The Law fraudulently entitled an "Act for the Abolition of 
Slavery," enacts in express terms that " all persons who in con- 
formity with the laws of the said colonies respectively, shall have been 
duly registered as slaves, &c. shall become and be apprenticed la- 
borers.'' The Chief Justice of Jamaica has decided that those also 
who were not duly registered according to law are apprentices. 
It is scarcely necessary to remark, that in the respective colonies, 
proprietors who neglected to register their slaves, incurred heavy 
penalties ; so that the effect of the Abolition Law, as interpreted 
by the Chief Justice of Jamaica, is not to emancipate the non- 
registered slaves from the bondage, in which they were illegally 
held, but to relieve their masters from the penalties which they 
had incurred by so holding them. 
J) * 
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SECTION IV. 
STATEMENTS OF APPRENTICES. 

PARISH OF ST. THOMAS IN THE VALE. 

1. — ^Wallen and Rose Hall Estates. — ^The negros on 
these properties work on the eight hour system out of crop. 
In crop time they work eleven hours a day, for five days, viz : 
from four to eleven a.m. and from one to five p.m. ; being fifteen 
hours extra per week for which they receive two shillings and one 
penny. The head boiler-man receives five shillings, and the three 
next four and two- pence, but the latter frequently work till ten at 
night. Under the old system, the salt fish and syrup which they 
received were worth more than their present wages. They said, 
with regard to the mode in which this arrangement was intro- 
duced, " when the master want any thing done out of the people, 
he send for the Magistrate, and the Magistrate open it to the peo- 
ple, and they are obliged to agree to it, else they are bad servant, 
and might get punished if they did not agree." On Rose Hall the 
people refused the bargain ; but the men were prombed a new 
shirt, and the women a new petticoat, if they would do their work 
well, and not steal. They then agreed, but do not expect to receive 
them, as salt fish was always promised to be given them after crop 
Was over, which they never received. One of the apprentices has 
a watch. He says sometimes the shellblows, (in the morning, at 
mealtimes and in the evening,) are very correct, and sometimes they 
are an hour, at others half an hour behind time, but the people 
are always summoned back to the field in good time. He said, 
" if a gun was placed at Rodney Hall, and a soldier was sent from 
town to fire it every day at the shellblows, every things, would go on 
right." Before the apprenticeship, the negros on these estates 
used each to receive six shads a week, and the head men twelve 
shads and a quart of rum. These iEiUowances are now discontinued. 
The yearly distribution of clothes during slavery was six yards 
osnaburgh, six yards coarse cloth, four of baize, one hat and one 
handkerchief; now, it is only seven yards of osnaburgh, and three 
of baize, besides the hat and handkerchief. The cooks, who used 
to prepare their meals in the field, and to carry water for them to 
drink while at work, have been taken away. The sick are often 
turned out of the hospital before they are well. The doctor attends 
once a week, but treats the people very roughly. They used, when 
sick during slavery, to have oatmeal and sugar allowed them, and 
occasionally a little wine ; now, not a morsel of food is given to 
them ; they must support themselves, or bes upported by their re- 
lations. No longer ago than to night, a girl who was very sick 
was told by the overseer that she might go to the hospital, but 
there was no medicine. for her, and a fellow apprentice was obliged 
to give her some " out of his own expense." If a free child is 
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tftken iU^ parents have to pay back the time they spend in attend- 
ing to it ; if the doctor sees it they have to pay him, and some of 
them have been charged ten shillings. Before the first of August, 
pregnant women used to draw off (from work) sii weeks before 
they laid down. Now they are allowed no time before delivery, 
and only four weeks afterwards. 

G&OROB Davidson, the head carpenter on Wallen's, has been 
twice valued, first time about a year ago, for three hundred and 
fifty- two pounds ; he appealed to the Governor, who directed a 
fresh valuation, when he was rated at two hundred and thirty 
pounds ; but this second valuation was set aside. He says his 
master brought a great number of persons " to swear against his 
character ; who put^trades upon him that he knew nothing about, 
and made out there was nothing he would not do." He has now 
given up all idea of purchasing himself. He is getting on for sixty 
years of age, and " thinks the freedom will not come soon enough 
to do him much good." His master wanted to make him a con- 
stable, but he declined it on account of his being weak in strength, 
" and because he did not like to take the Bible in his hand too 
often." 

Bbndlbt's. — Five apprentices from this property state that their 
extra work during crop and remuneration for it, are the same as 
on Wallen's and Rose Hall. They would not agree at first, but 
the Special Magistrate threatened and abused them till they con- 
sented. Out of crop they work from seven o'clock in the morning 
till five, and sometimes six in the afternoon, without any intermission 
for tneaU, They get no time to prepare their food, except by rising 
early to cook their breakfasts before they go to the field at seven 
o'clock. We cross-examined them about the time, and their ac- 
counts were clear and consistent. They said they knew the time 
by the shellblows on the neighbouring estates, and by the " gun- 
fire" at six o'clock in the evening. They said the apprentices were 
better treated in the hospital than on Wallen's, as they sometimes 
received oatmeal, &c; but the pregnant women are allowed no 
time before delivery, and only nine days afterwards. They com- 
plained also of the injury they sustained by the trespass of the 
estates' cattle in their grounds. 

Dawkins's Treadway. — ^Two apprentices state that in crop 
time, they work from four in the morning till eight at night every 
alternate day, with the intermission of only half an hour for 
breakfast, giving up also their half Friday. For this amount 
of extra labor, they received last year two shillings and six- 
pence a week, this season their only pay is six herrings a week. 
They were told they should not have their Christmas allowance if 
they did not agree, and last year they did not receive any allowance 
at Christmas (1835 — 6.) Out of crop they work from six to six, 
with the intermission of only one hour for breakfast. They have 
every alternate Friday but have been deprived of the salt fish, 
which was distributed to them weekly during slavery. It may be 
D * 2 
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easily imagined that this system of depriving the people of their 
time during crop without remuneration, (a system of gross fraud 
and oppression which is carried into effect by the coercive powers 
of the Special Magistrates,) does occasionally excite some expres- 
sion of a sense of the injustice with which they are treated from 
the negros. Some weeks after the above statement was made to 
us by the apprentices from Dawkins's Treadway, a neighbouring 
missionary was compelled to appeal on their behalf to the Go- 
vernor. The following is a copy of his letter, addressed to the 
Secretary for the Stipendiary Magistrates' department. 

*' Jericho, St. Thomas in the Vale, 

March Slst. 183T> 

" Sib, 

I beg you will please make His Excellency the Governor 
acquainted with the case of the apprentices belonging to Tread- 
way estate in this parish. I was last evening informed that the 
whole of those engaged in taking of the crop meant to repair to 
Spanish Town to night, in order to complain to His Excellency of 
the usage they are receiving. On hearing this, I sent to request 
them to remain at home in perfect quietness and submission, and 
promised to make known to His Excellency their situation ; and 
also their account of the conduct of Captain Reynoli>8, the Special 
Justice of their district, towards them. The account they give is, 
that one spell works (at the boiling house) from four o'clock, a.m. 
to eleven o'clock, a.m. and is then relieved by the second spell, 
which continues till eight o'clock, p. m. That the first spell is sent 
into the field to cut canes soon after it is relieved (at 11, a. m.) and 
works until six, p.m. or thereabouts ; that the second spell previous 
to relieving the first, (at the sugar works) works in the field from 
six o'clock, a.m. to near eleven o'clock ; that those in the field are 
required to cut down canes and tie them up in bundles for the 
wains, and so to supply the mill that one of the spells may occa- 
sionally go to clean young canes ; that for this amount of extra 
time and labor, (about six working hours per diem,) they receive 
six herrings, most of them broken ones in the week ; that when 
they objected to this remuneration as being too small, the value of 
six herrings being only five pence. Captain Reynolds told them 
roughly that he did not care if they would not take it, but they 
should do the work, or he would send for the police to make them 
work, or carry them to Rodney Hall Workhouse to be punished, or 
words to this effect : that on Monday last, they were called up be- 
fore Captain Reynolds, who heard the charge of the overseer 
against the people for insufficiency of work, but would not here a 
word from the apprentices in their defence, and sentenced them all 
to lose five alternate Saturdays, That an apprentice named Sally 
Hutchinson attempted to speak. They state that Captain Reyn- 
olds said, 'I don't want to hear a word.' She then said^'Yau 
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can't make we speak and hear one word from we^ to see whether 
we for right or wrong/ Capt. R. replied, ' Woman, hold your 
tongue ; if you don't, I will send you straight off to Rodney Hall ! 
The woman without noticing the threat, proceeded ; ' Massa, we 
have to cut cane, then tie, we can do no more ; we not have enough 
of prentice to carry on the work.' She was ordered into the charge 
of the constable, and sent to be locked up in the hot house. As 
she was going, Capt. R. called her back and required her to beg 
pardon. She replied,^ Massa, me no do nothing to beg your par- 
don. Sir.' She was then sent off to Rodney Hall to be confined for 
a week, as it is said, in the dark room. " The people went to their 
attorney, Mr. Bbbnard, when he visited the property after sen- 
tence had been passed, to complain to him of their usage, but they 
say he would not hear them, nor give them the least satisfaction ; 
and as this was the case, they agreed to wait until this evening, 
when they expected Saturday would be their day, and then proceed 
to lay their grievances before his Excellency the Governor ; but 
one of them thought it best first to consult with me, when I gave 
the advice above stated, and promised to represent to you in order 
to be laid before his Excellency, an account of this matter. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

JOHN CLARKE. 

P. S, — Having obtained a copy of the commitment, I take the 
liberty to transcribe it to accompany the above case. 

"Jamaica, ss. 

To the Keeper of the House of Correction, 

Rodney Hall. 

Receive into your custody the body of Sally 
Hutchinson, an apprentice of Treadways, this day brought before 
me for using violent language, and endeavouring to persuade the 
gang that they were sentenced to pay back too much labor to the 
estate by the Magistrate. I therefore sentence Sally Hutchin- 
son to six days confinement in the House of Correction, &c. 



Signed, 



Given under my hand, 
this 27th day of March, 1837. 



T. REYNOLDS. S. J." 



To the above letter, the writer, at the time we saw him about 
six weeks after its date, had received no answer from the Governor. 

Berwick Estate. — Sir A. C. Grant, Proprietor. — Three ap- 
prentices state, that Dr. Palmer came four times on. the estate, 

D*3 
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but only punished the people twice by taking away sixteen hours 
of their time. The owner said that would not do for him, and 
complained to the Governor, who ordered Mr. Cooper to take 
charge of Berwick. When he paid his first visit, the owner com- 
plained to him that the people had been idle during Dr. Palmer's 
time, for which Cooper sentenced them to pay four days. The 
people refused, and went to Palmer, who told them to do every 
thing that Cooper said. The latter came with the police and 
flogged one man, and sent a woman to the treadmill for fourteen 
days. Dr. Palmer always told them to work well, and said if 
they did not he would punish them. He did not fiog them like 
the other Magistrates, nor take away their Saturdays to give to the 
property. They do work well, bat Uieir overseer is never satisfied, 
and is continually complaining to get their time taken away, though 
there is not a cane piece on the estate that is not in good order. 
Since August, 1834, they have never had a field cook, till two 
months ago. They get no salt fish, exeept in crop* In crop, the 
people give up their half Friday8> and receive for their extra work, 
the mill people two shillings and sixpence, the boiler-men three 
shillings and four pence, and the cattle boys one shilling and eleven 
pence a week. They work about sixteen hours a day. The watch- 
man for the negro grounds was taken away about a year before 
August, 1834, and they have thrown up their grounds on account 
of the trespass of cattle. They have now only little gardens about 
their houses, llie hospital is surrounded by a fence like a jail, 
which is kept locked all day. The pregnant women are not allowed 
to sit down, but go home from the field and are delivered the same 
night. They are allowed about four weeks afterwards. 

Rio Magno. — Belonging to the same proprietor. — ^An appren- 
tice complains, " that they are living very hard. They have had 
no salt fish since Christmas ; they are employed jobbing on Berwick. 
Their grounds are mashed up by the cattle, and they are obliged 
to go far into the woods and cut out a little place for grounds." 

Palm. — Gutteres, proprietor. — ^Two apprentices from thb 
estate, state that their provbion grounds are on the line of the 
Recess plantation, belonging to Mr. Gtles. Gtles's cattle got 
in and eat it down smooth. They caught them, and drove them 
down to their overseer, who would not send them to the pound, 
but ordered them to take them back to Mr. Gyles. Neither 
Gtles nor their own overseer would give them any kind of satis- 
faction. The latter said he would not put a stop to Mr. Gyles's 
cattle eating their provisions, because when they had plenty to live 
on, they would sit down and not do any thing for him. They were 
compelled to give up their grounds, and content themselves with a 
little garden about their houses, but the estate's cattle trespass in 
that, and they can get no redress. Tliey cannot take them to the 
pound without a written paper, and they can get no satisfaction 
from the overseer. "We were better off in Dr. Palmer's time. We 
made many complaints to him about the cattle, and he scold the 
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bosha. The busha used then to give us a paper to take cattle to 
the pound." 

The parish of St. Ann. — Apprentices from New Ground, 
Chester^ Banks, Drax Hall, Blenheim and Windsor estates, and 
Carlton Pen, state as follows: — 

On New Ground the people work from six to nine, from ten to 
half- past twelve, and from two, to ten minutes before six every 
day. The overseer breaks them off a little before six, in order 
that he may call it eight hours, and thus deprive them of their 
half Fridays. He frequently strikes the apprentices, and if they 
complain they get no redress. He also puts them in the dungeon 
at his pleasure. The Magistrate hears nothing they have to say. 
He is always drunk. In crop time the apprentices work by spells, 
and not in extra time, except the boilermen, who receive six shil- 
lings and eight pence, the mill feeders five shillings, and some 
others three shillings and fourpence per week. These work night 
and day. The night work has been added since they made the 
agreement, and they are still compelled to abide by it. llie allow- 
ances of salt fish have been taken away, as well as their field cooks. 
They are not allowed to draw off during heavy rain, even if it lasts 
the whole day, because, " their masters do not mind much now if 
they get sick and die." The old negros are not supported by the 
estate. The free children have not the privilege of the hospital. 
The apprentices receive no food from the estate during sickness, 
and the hospital is kept locked. Sometimes invalids are ordered 
out too early, and then if they remain, they are required to repay 
the time. The pregnant women are worked in the field to within 
a few days of their confinement, and are allowed three or four 
weeks afterwards. The overseer lately sent to order a woman into 
the field, who had staid at her home because of her advanced 
pregnancy ; and when the driver arrived, he found her actually de- 
livered. 'Hie apprentices not long ago had to pay two Saturdays 
because they took the Tuesday at Christmas. 

Banks and Richmond. — Both these estates are under one 
attorney, the latter is the property of Ralph Bbrnal, M. P. 
Out of crop, the apprentices work from six to six, with inter- 
missions of two hours and a half for breakfast and dinner. They 
have no half Fridays, no payment for extra labor, no salt fish, no 
field cooks. Invalids get no food, nor old people any support from 
the estate. Pregnant women are allowed no more time than on 
New Ground. They say it is useless to complain to the Magis- 
trate ; " his hand shake so" that the overseer always has to write 
his sentences for him. 

Drax Hall. — Similar complaints, except that the apprentices 
receive their salt fish, though irregularly. They are compelled as 
on New Ground to work in the rain. 

Chestsr. — Similar statements, and in addition there is no '* hot 
house" (hospital) on this estate, no doctor, no medicine ; when 
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the people are sick, they have to provide these themselves. They 
are defrauded of their extra time during crop. 

Blbnheim. — ^The hospital is locked during the day. Appren- 
tices are compelled to watch at night without any remuneration. 
All the negros on Cranbrook and Blenheim were mulcted five 
Saturdays recently, because some canes were stolen, and it could 
not be discovered by whom. They have been obliged in conse- 
quence to work their grounds on the Sabbath for a subsistence. 

Windsor. — ^The apprentices have been sentenced to pay three 
Saturdays to the estate for not turning out early in the morning, 
which they declare is a false accusation. 

Cablton Pen. — ^The apprentices make no complaints. They 
receive their salt fish, &c. as during slavery. 

Penshurst, the property of G. W. Senior.-— Thomas Brown 
states, that "ever since Lord Mulgravb came into the country, 
Massa has turned out very savage. In Lord Mulgrave's time 
I went up to hear the law ; when I returned, he took a cowskin 
and beat me severely upon my back. Since he found that he can't 
raise his stick and mash us to pieces, he is worse than ever. I 
once went to Captain Connor to complain; after he left, my 
Master brought me before Dr. Thompson for it, who ordered me 
thirty lashes. He would not hear a word we had to say. The 
gang turn out at six, and draw off at six ; they have one hour for 
bresikfast, and one for dinner. They are not allowed a cook to 
cook their victuals, or bring water to them in the field. They 
never used to get their half Fridays till this Grovemor came, and 
their minister wrote to him about it. Since then they have been 
compelled to work on Fridays from six till one, being allowed one 
hour for breakfast. They know the time by the shellblow on 
neighbouring properties. The present Magistrate (Rawlinson) 
will not listen to their complaints. If Massa tell him the work is 
not going on well, and we working as hard as ever we can to oblige 
Massa, and still not able to please him, the Magistrates side with 
Massa, and take away our time. He took away three Saturdays 
from the whole gang about five months ago, because he said they 
did not work enough on a rainy day, though they staid in the field 
till shellblow. They once had to go to Chester, a distance of 
twenty miles to pick pimento. They were ordered to be there by 
nine o'clock in the morning, but could not reach it till twelve. The 
master complained also of the quantity they picked, although they 
had picked all there was on the trees. They were sentenced to 
lose one Saturday. On one occasion, the whole gang were sen- 
tenced to clear five acres of land of heavy bush in their own time. 
It took four half Fridays. I had to build a wall, and built eight yards a 
day, having to pull the old one down myself. He gave me a woman to 
pull the old wall down and then I built eleven yards a day. He com- 
plained I did not build enough, and the Magistrate sentenced me to build 
thirty yards in my own time, which takes away all my half Fri- 
days. He ordered me to be tasked, and my master set me to build 
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twelve yards a day. I have to work from sun rise to sun down 
and can't finish it. I have scarcely time to eat my breakfast. I 
tell him, Massa, I try to oblige you and you won't be satisfied, 
he answer me, " You lie, you devil." If he tell we do any thing 
we never refuse it, we only want for Massa to be satisfied. The 
people have never had salt fish since the apprenticeship, nor any 
chnstmaa allowance, except of clothing. The pregnant women 
are allowed only one week before delivery and three weeks after- 
wards. The hospital is a little bit of a hut. Dr. E. Tuckbr at- 
tends well to the people ; but the free children do not go to the 
hospital; several of them have died. The Master thinks very 
hard of allowing their mothers time to suckle them. The negro 
houses are very wretched, all of them let in water. The Master 
says they can be punished for not keeping their houses and grounds 
in order, but he refuses to allow them time to do it, or to give 
them diingle or any other materials. 

Lavinia Trowbrs, Penshurst, has three children and has been 
sick these four years, and can neither do any thing for herself or 
for her master. He has several times put her in the dungeon for 
thre^ or four days at a time without speaking to the Magistrate. 
Sranetimes when locked up she has never seen her child to give 
him suck for a whole day and night. She is fed by her fellow ap- 
prodtices and by her husband who lives on Knapdale estate. Once 
Mr. Senior ordered her off the property and told her she might 

g[> where she liked. She went to Knapdale, and lived with her 
osband. "VVhen she had been away eight weeks the constable 
fetched her, and her master brought her before the Magistrate as 
a nm away, but she was " in such poor condition" that he told 
the constable to take her back to the hospital. The Magistrate 
■aid, if she went to Knapdale again, he would have her husband 
punished severely. Her master gives her no medicine. He can't 
hear a sick person on the property. " Two times I ask him for 
medicine, and he tell me to go to the baptists." This woman 
was a poor, miserable looking object. Her statement was con- 
trmed by eight or nine apprentices from the estate who were 
present. 

Amelia Lawrence, Penshurst. " When Massa find fault, she 

idd she did not know how to work to please him. For this she 

yhm sent to the treadmill for seven days, and danced it night and 

morning, and worked on the road in chains. One day afterwards, 

on a Friday, the master ordered them to draw off for breakfast. 

She said the people would rather work on ; (to finish their half- 

diiy.) He said that she seemed a mistress at the top of the first 

tow, ftnd cursed and abused her. After breakfast, he put her in 

the dungeon till next day, and when Mr. Rawlinson came, she 

wai sent to the workhouse for ten days. She has a lump on one 

of her vmsts from being strapped to the rail, and was bruised on 

her legs by the mill. She came out the week before Christmas, 

and is still ill from its effects. She has been obliged to pay the 
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doctor her own self, and has had to pay back the ten days to the 
estate. The driver at the workhouse beat the people well that 
could not dance the mill as well as in the penal gang. 

Maria Dalling, Penshurst. "Before the first of August, I 
was in the small gang, and was afterwards ordered to go into the 
great gang. I went to Captain Connor, who said I must stay 
in the small gang, as I had six children living. When he left, I 
was ordered to the great gang, where I remain till now. I did 
not complain to Mr. Rawlinscn; he is such a thick friend with 
massa. He eat, drink, and sleep at massa's house." 

William Dalling, Penshurst. "I and massa used to be 
very good friends before August, (1834.) After August, we fall 
out, because I join the baptists, and he can 't bear the baptists 
near him. I am a house servant. All the allowance I received 
last year was six herrings twice. I have only eight yards of 
osnaburghs at Christmas, which is not sufficient to clothe me. I 
am almost starved, as my ground is eaten up by the hogs." There 
were several other of the Penshurst apprentices who all said th^ 
"their master is constantly in the habit of putting people ux the 
dungeon without any authority." He takes them on rn^itfjfft 
before shellblow, and takes them out on Saturday morning. The 
late magistrate. Captain Connor, did them justice, and heard 
what they had to say. ' "He never dined with massa; but massa 
and the present magistrate agree well together." 

There were, also, two free men, who had bought their time 
from Penshurst, in consequence of being treated harshly. One of 
them says his "master pulled his house down, broke up about 
half his furniture, and took away the rest." He got back the rest 
of his furniture, after a long time, by going to the magistrate. 
One of the men bought his time for fourteen doubloons. The 
other was asked eleven doubloons the first year of the apprentice- 
ship. He worked fourteen months and was then valued at twelve 
doubloons, - He was obliged to sell all he had to raise the money. 
The apprentices from Penshurst gave the following account of the ' 
treatment of a man named Henry James : — " He was a watchman 
to a com piece, which had no standing fence. The hogs and 
cattle got in. Massa complained to Dr. Thompson, who ordered 
him twenty stripes. The police were fetched to flog him. He 
was tied to a cart, and his hands and feet were stretched so wide 
that he was strained. He coughed blood four days afterwards. 
He was ill about a month off and on in the hospital. They would 
not give him any medicine. He went to Brown's Town to com- 
plain to Mr. Dillon. When he came back, the doctor ordered 
him some medicine, but he did not get it. He went again to the 
magistrate, who said he did not know what to do as the doctor 
was not there. The man told him he did not thinks from the 
way he felt, that he should see him again. He threw up blood, 
and dropped down dead a little while after he had left the Court 
House." 
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Rose Hill Estate. — "The apprentices work from sun to sun. 
Tlieir grounds are not protected, and the cattle trespass and 
destroy all their provisions. They used to be allowed a watchman. 
They get no salt fish. An apprentice says, his wife is sickly and 
unable to work. He beg massa to sell her time, but he said if she 
worth only fivepence he would not." 

Knapdalb Estate. — ^An apprentice states, " I have had eleven 
children ; seven are living, three of them are free. I was allowed 
to leave tlie great gang and sit down for two years, and was sent 
into the field again a month before the law. Thq month before 
Christmas I got a little child, and had a swelled breast for three 
months. The doctor ordered me physic, but the overseer did not 
give it me. I was in the hospital two months, when I was ordered 
oat to dig cane holes, which brought on fever. I tell the overseer, 
I don't able to work in that gang because I had so much picca- 
ninny. He said, the law before and now quite a different thing ; 
and would not take me out of the great gang. I am obliged to 
work in the rear, and am not able to keep up with the rest. 
Bfagistrate sent me for seven days to dance the treadmill because 
tl|i Qonstable abused me and then said I was insolent to him. 
When I came home my two foot was just big, and I was in the 
hospital three weeks. I am scarcely able to walk now, and if I 
sit down I can scarcely get on my feet again. When I was put on 
the treadmill, the first day the driver gave me three licks on my 
back. I worked on the road in chains. When I was laid up with 
piccaninny, I was delivered the very same day that I came from 
the field. I was ordered into the field three weeks afterwards. 
We ido not get six half Fridays since the law came in." 

The husband of this apprentice made the following statement, 
•t a different time :-^'' Since my wife had thf chi|d^ she had a 
troubled breast; I was like to lose her three tuoes^- The doctor 
order a poultice and other little things; busha wMk|j|ot gne her 
nothing at all. I tell the doctor, my wife have seven cMldmr and 
oog^t to sit down. He say, this time the law don't allow that. 
My wife was laid up for a month after being at the treadmill. 
We get no half Fridays. They say they give we the hours every 
day in room of Friday, but they never blow the shell till sun 
down; we can't get no hours." 

fiAi#LANTTNB. — An apprentice says, " they have a good busha. 

Ihey receive, however, no salt fish, nor flour, nor sugar, for 

tiudr children, as before the apprenticeship. They get their half 

fiidays^ and the pregnant women have a month before and a 

Boatih after confinement." 

Tbipoxj. — Two apprentices state, "the apprentices on this pro- 
bity are a jobbing gang, and work about nine miles from home. 
hey work from six till five, one hour being allowed for breakfast. 
fever get a half Friday. On Friday when they go home, they 
m't draw off any earlier than other days. No field cook allowed. 
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Pregnant woroeo work io the field, and go home and lie ic at 

night. Aftewarda they are ociy allowed two weeks. Mothers 
take their children on their backs to the field; no nurse, no 
flour or Eugar allowed. Last year we complained to Mr. 
SowLv about our half Fridays. He fined ua eight Saturdaj-s foi 
complaining." 

Southampton. — An apprentice states, "we turn out at half paa' 
Ave and have half an hour for breakfast, and draw off at five 
The cattle broke in and destroyed our ground and left we nothing 
to eat. ! showed massa mygronnd. He said, 'we must find soft 
stone and eat it; we ought to make a high fence to keep out th 
cattle; it's no use complaining to him.' If any women's childre 
very sick and mothers attend them, Ihey have to pay bach the 
time. When the people are sick he wants thera to pay back the 
time, and gives them no medicine. If it rain ever eo hard the 
people must work in it or pay up the time. All this is since they 
got a new master." 

Paribii of Tbrlawney, — Oxposn Estatk, the property of E. 
Babbbtt. — A number of intelligent apprentices say, "that there is 
more work done on this estate than formerly. There used to be forty 
or fiftyjobbersconstantly at work, who dug all the cane holes; now, 
the culnvation is carried on by the estate's people only, and the crops 
are increasing. In crop, they work from 4 o'clock, a, a, 
10, P.M., snatching their meals as the; can ; and for this am 
of extra kbuur for live days, receive six shillings aud three-pence 
per week. They agree to this arrangement for the sake of peace, 
hut could earn more by working in their own grounds o: 
adjoining estates. Out of crop, they work from all to sin, or 
half-past six, with two hours intermission for meals. The t _. 
seers blow the shell when they please. They get their hall 
Fridays. Their mountain grounds are from seven to nine miles 
distant. They are allowed a watchman for them, and field 
cooks, but have had no salt fish Ihcae six months. The pregnant 
women are allowed to sit down two months before delivery and a 
fortnight afterwards. The free children receive nothing from the 

Several apprentices on Cambridge, an estate of the same p. 
prietor, say they are similarly circumstanced, except that they 
have a bad overseer. They are never allowed more than an hour 
and ten minutes for dinner. They would not agree to the arrange- 
ment for their extra labour during crop, except to keep them 
quiet, for which purpose they are willing to do all in their power, 
but the "overseer is a man of war." They obBcrved, "we know 
we got a good massa in England, and we wish to do every thing 
to oblige him ; but if the overseer continues to worry us Dot 
the apprentices will remain when the time is up." 

RicuARD Barrett, one ofthenegros present.hasheena carpenter 
on Cambridge for twenty-eight years, and has been recently 
turned into the field for pre^rring a respectful complaint to his 
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attorney against the overseer. He has given notice, in consequence, 
to be valued. These people said, although the free children are 
less attended to, they do not die more than before; "God Almighty 
takes care of that himself, and there are more births than ever 
there were." They assured us, also, that their children vrere not 
brought up in idleness, and that they had plenty of little things 
for them to do at home or in their grounds. They said they heard 
that some of the people on other estates were worse off than 
before the apprenticeship. For themselves, in answer to an 
inquiry, they said, "how can we like the old system? We are 
well satisfied with the present, when we think when the whole come," 
In conclusion, they spontaneously expressed their thanks to their 
friends in England, for the exertions they had made for them to 
secure the abolition, and for sending out missionaries, and 
teachers and books. 

A gentleman acquainted with Richard Barrett, the negro 
above mentioned, subsequently gave us an account of his release 
froip apprenticeship by valuation. He had always borne a good 
cbuacter, and had been head carpenter for seven years, and second 
carpenter for two years — ^having been superseded, as head carpenter, 
by a free person. About the middle of last mouth, (February,) 
he was ordered into the field by the present overseer, — Haw£S, 
to perform field labor, and had taskwork set him, the same as the 
lest of the gang, in digging cane holes. Although not desirous of 
leaving the estate, yet, being unaccustomed to field labor, and 
unable to perform it, he determined to obtain his discharge. 
When he came to be valued, he stated to the Magistrates that his 
Qnly reason for seeking to obtain his release was his having been 
made a field laborer, and, therefore, that he ought to be valued 
as such. To this one of the Local Magistrates agreed, but the 
Special Justice, Prycb, and the other Local Magistrate, said 
that he must be valued as a carpenter. He was accordingly valued 
at £67. 10s. 

This case illustrates several important points : — First, that the 
practice of sending mechanics and domestics into the field, ever 
<^nsidered by the negros the severest and most degrading punish- 
ment, is still practised ; secondly, that the overseers sacrifice the 
property and interests of their absent employers, without scruple, 
to gratify their own tyrannical dispositions; and, lastly, that 
valuations are conducted without any regard to justice, or even to 
a decent respect for the rights of the negros, as guaranteed to 
them by the Abolition Law. 

THE parishes OF ST. JAMES AND HANOVER. 

Salt Spring Estate. — An apprentice complains that "after 
being allowed by the doctor to sit down two months last year 
daring her pregnancy, she was ordered afterwards to pay back one 
month. She worked out all the Saturdays but two, on which her 

B* 
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husband and another relative worked for her. The overseer 
refused these two days, and brought her before the Magistrate, 
who sent her to the workhouse for three days, and ordered her to 
repay the time. When she came out, she worked two Saturdays, 
but on the third was obliged to go to her provision ground for 
victual. The negro grounds are fifteen miles distant from the estate. 
For going to her ground for food, she was brought before the 
Magistrate, and sent to the workhouse five times in succession, 
one after another. The Magistrate will not listen to her. She is 
now pregnant again ; and he says, after her confinement she must 
pay back all the days she spent in the workhouse. She says, 
nursing mothers are not permitted to leave the field to suckle their 
children. When she and others have complained to the busha, he 
says he does not care a pin, because they are free." 

The brother of the preceding apprentice gives the following 
account of the first complaint above noticed : — " His sister 
was ordered by Mr. Finlayson to work every other Saturday 
from the first of May to the first of August. The overseer refused 
to allow her husband to work for her, and when she had ropaid 
all the days up to the first of August, he said she had not finished, 
and brought her before the Magistrate. He complains, that if two 
or three of the apprentices lose five minutes in the morning, Mr. 
Finlayson stops the whole gang for two Saturdays." 

Nbw Mill Estate.— Two apprentices state, " that in the two 
last crops the people have not received any tiling for their half 
Fridays, and this year they are again squabbling with busha about 
them. The negro grounds are about ten miles from the estate. 
Pregnant women are allowed four weeks before and after delivery, 
and then are allowed to turn out an hour later in the morning. 
Nursing mothers are allowed an hour a day to go to suckle their 
children, one at a time. Field cooks and salt fish are continued ; 
but if the overseer finds the least fault he stops their allowance 
for a month or two. If mothers take their free children to the 
hospital they are not allowed to have any medicine, and must pay 
back any time they take to nurse them. These negros mentioned 
to us the cases referred to, in the Journal, of Lucy Anne Stephen 
and Judy Evans, two old women, each mothers of eight children, 
being compelled to work in the field. They also mentioned two 
other old women who have been put in the dungeon now these ten 
days past. They both of them came to this country three years 
before ninety-five, and one of them was then 'a good prime 
woman,' (who must now, therefore, be upwards of seventy,) tlie 
other a girl. The former being weak and unable to cut grass, was 
ordered to be locked up by the Magistrate, (PftiNQLB,) for absence 
from work ; the other is unable to work from illness, and is also 
ordered to be locked up." 

Coventry Estate, the property of — Hibbert. — Susan 
Mackenzie, an apprentice, says that " during the rebellion she 
was sent for because she was a 'great baptist woman.' Thef 
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tried to make some men swear against her to hang her, but did 
not succeed ; and because she would not say any thing against 
Mr. BuBCHELL, three men, with three new cats, were ordered to 
flog her. They gave her about three hundred lashes, and she 
remained in the workhouse for three months. On the first of 
Augnsty 1824, the attorney, Mr. Grant, said she must go into 
the field. She said she was not able, and showed him her back ; 
but he said that was nothing, and for her refusal she was sent 
three times to the workhouse : they then allowed her to cook for 
the children, which is her present employment." 

This woman is an individual of superior intelligence for her 
station, and bears a very high character as a person of amiable and 
mild disposition, and consistent in her deportment as a professor 
of religion. She is almost blind from the effects of flogging ;' the 
upper part of the back is covered with white patches, where the 
rete mucogum has been entirely obliterated by the horrid punish- 
ment described above. 

Speaking of the condition of the apprentices on Coventry, she 
that " the people are compelled to do taskwork in the ^eld, 
and 80 much is given them, that they cannot finish it, though they 
work from sun rise till dusk without intermission. Their break- 
fasts are cooked for them, and they eat them in the field without 
dtting down. If there is a patch left, they are compelled to finish 
it on the Saturday. The Magistrate won 't hear what they have 
to say. They receive no salt fish." 

Porto Bello. — ^An apprentice states, " the people turn out at 
half-past six, they get forty minutes for breakfast and an hour for 
dinner, and leave the field at a quarter to six. He has a watch, 
and knows the time exactly. The people have no field cooks ; 
never received any allowance of salt fish. Their provision grounds 
are very bad land, and eight miles distant. He never went into 
the field till December, 1835, when he was made a predial. The 
Special Magistrate, Mr. Finlayson, will scarcely allow the 
people to speak. He went to him this morning, but was told he 
(Mr. F.) could do nothing for him ; he had better get a friend, and 
go to the Governor." 

WoRCESTEa Estate, — One woman, with ten children, six ap- 
prentices and four free ; another with seven children ; and a third 
with six, had withdrawn from field work before the first of August, 
1834. After the first of August, they were ordered to the field 
again, and because they did not turn out with the rest of the 
people at six o'clock, they were brought before the Magistrate, 
and sent to the workhouse. One of them had twins, and, being 
ordered to the field, was obliged to leave them in the care of their 
little brother ; he went to play, and when she returned she found 
them lying in their own filth, and eating it. At present, the 
picaninny women are allowed to take turn in minding their chil- 
dren» and to have half an hour in the morning. The people on 
the estate generally turn out at six, and draw off at half-past five, 
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and sometimes six. They have had no salt fish these two months. 
In crop, they work five hours extra per day, for four days in the 
week, for which they receive one and eight pence. When the 
people complained, Mr. Carnabt would not allow them to speak, 
hut said if they did not grind eight coppers of liquor a day they 
would be punished." 

Prosper Pen. — Richard Sheppib, an apprentice, states, "that 
there were two steers that could work, two young steers, two cows, 
and one bull calf, belonging to himself and his sister. Mr. 
Grant, the attorney, said he must sell them, as he would not 
allow them to stay any longer on the estate. He compelled 
Richard to brand the cattle himself with the estate's mark. 
When he went for his mone}^ he was offered £16. for the two 
steers, and £16. for all the rest, which he refused, as the steers 
were worth £18. a piece, and the cows £16. a piece. The steers 
have been working for the estate ever since. He does not know 
what Magistrate to apply to." — ^The head negros on many estates 
are allowed to raise cattle, mules, and horses, for themselves ; and 
instances of the possession of this kind of property to a small 
extent by apprentices, are frequently to be met with. The above 
case is an example of the insecurity of such prosperity, which 
depends at all times on the caprice of overseers or owners. 

Great Valley. — Apprentices complain that if they are sick 
no notice is taken of them. The doctor does whatever pleases 
the overseer ; and if they continue in the hospital, they are required 
to repay the time, and when they refuse, are taken before Mr. 
Pringle, who sends them to Lucea workhouse, to dance the 
treadmill and be fiogged. A man present says his wife has been 
treated thus. The head driver says, when they are not cutting 
canes, they work regularly on taskwork, and sometimes so much 
is set them they are not -able to finish it. They get no breakfast 
or dinner time, but go into the field at day clear, and return some- 
times at four o'clock, sometimes at night. The people never 
agreed to work by the task, but are afraid of being taken before 
Mr. Pringle and punished. In crop time, they work from six 
till eight or nine at night, giving up their half Fridays, for which 
they receive two and sixpence per week. They have never made 
this agreement, but do the work for fear of punishment. Three 
cases of jackets were brought up, which had been injured by the 
salt water ; they were opened to be sunned. The people said they 
were glad they had a massa in England to send them this present, 
but the overseer said it was not for them, but to be sent to Lucea 
and sold. 

Fairfield. — A ranger on St. Catherine's Hall says, he married 
a woman on Fairfield, by whom he has had seven children, four 
of whom are living, one an infant in arms. She is compelled to 
come to Catherine Hall every night to lodge. He went to ber 
overseer to ask him for a little place to make a house for her, but 
he would not allow him to do it. Last year she was pregnant, 
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and they took her before the Magistrate and said she would not 
work. She was in the sixth month, and not able to do anything 
bat light work. The was sent to the workhouse, and had a chain 
on, and was made to dance the treadmill for a week. 

Bamboo Estate. — Apprentices say they have not had a half 
Friday these two years. 

Fix>WBR Hill. — Apprentices state, they receive no salt-fish, 
and have no mountain ground ; are obliged to take land in the 
pastures, which is very bad, and trespassed in by the cattle. No 
notice is taken of those who are sick, and they are compelled to 
repay the time. The doctor does what the overseer says. — A 
boiler man complains that they do not get paid for their time. He 
went to the Magistrate, who said he must be paid, but the busha 
lefiised, and abused him and called him a bad negro for complain- 
ing abont his time. The overseer, and a ranger also, struck him 
and pushed him down. He came to the Bay to complain, but the 
Magistrate refused to hear him ; and when he comes on Uie estate 
he will not hear a word after the busha's story. — An old woman 
was put in the field, for the first time, in May last. She has had 
grand-children, and refused going to the field. She was sent to 
the workhouse by Mr. Finlatson, where she worked in chains 
in the streets. The Magistrate said, whatever the master said, she 
most do.— •Another apprentice, a girl, was sent into the field at 
^e same time, who had been taken out of the field three months 
before the rebellion, and has been in the house ever since. — 
Another woman complidns, that the overseer has put her children 
into the field since the first of August, who never were in the 
field before. The Magistrate says, what the busha tell, they must 
go by it. 

Childbrmas. — ^The apprentices are compelled to work extra 
hours for ten pence a day during crop, though they have made 
no agreement. 

Dbarnb Hill. — An apprentice says, '* Mr. Cocking (S. M.,) 
does not allow you to speak at all, but takes and cats you." The 
people have no attention paid them when sick. 

Bbvbrlbt. — An apprentice says, about a year ago she was 
confined, and her child was sick. She took him to the overseer, 
who refused to do any thing for him. The child died. She was 
two months sitting down before she was confined, for which she 
was brought before the Magistrate about two weeks after the child 
died. She commenced on the 13th August, and worked every 
Saturday till a few weeks ago, since which time she has worked 
on her half Fridays. She has not had her salt fish or allowance 
like the rest these two years. 

PiTFORE Pen. — Apprentices complain, that taskwork has been 
set them without their being consulted. They work from six to 
six, and can get no breakfast or dinner time on account of the 
amount of work that is set them. — A woman, with a child four 
months old, is required to do the same work as the rest. 

B*3 
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Round Hill. — An apprentice says, he is obliged to be with 
the cart every Sunday. When Mr. Pringlb comes he will not 
listen to the people, after hearing what busha says. 

Hartfield. — ^The apprentices are a jobbing gang, and work 
twelve miles from their houses and grounds. A pregnant woman 
from this estate complains, that she has to work up to the time 
that the pains seize her, and has to find the midwife herself, and 
to repay all the time she is in the house. No time is allowed 
them to suckle their children. Mr. Finlayson tells them they 
must do whatever busha tells them, and when she replied, Mr. 
NoRcoTT told them they should not do so ; he said^ she had no 
business to mention Mr. Norcott, and sent her to solitary con- 
finement for six days, where she was kept on short allowance 
and nothing allowed for the child. If the child is sick, she has 
to pay four dollars to the doctor. 

Catherine Mount. — In the short days, the overseer used to 
say the apprentices did not work the nine hours, and stopped a 
little of their time ; now, in the long days, they are scarcely ever 
allowed to leave work till dusk. The Magistrate ordered them to 
have their proper dinner and breakfast time, but the overseer said 
they should not get it. The Magistrate won't hear what they have 
to say ; the busha speaks to him first. 

Leoqan. — Apprentices complain of being compelled to remove 
their grounds. There is no mountain land belonging to the estate, but 
they had good grounds before on Amity Hall, seven miles distant; 
when the present attorney (Hi slop) came, he gave them grounds 
on Dearne Hill, his own property, nine miles from their nouses, 
and only gave them a month's notice to remove their grounds. 
Their provisions were unripe, and of no use. They got no com- 
pensation for removing, and their new ground is very bad. They 
did not complain to the Magistrate, Mr. Cocking, because he is 
as good as living upon the property, and will never hear what they 
have to say. The head constable, who has a watch, says if the 
people lose three or four hours in turning out in the course of the 
week, the Magistrate takes away as many of their Saturdaj^s. 
The overseer, besides taking back the time himself, by keeping 
them in the field later at night, frequently complains to the Magis- 
trates and gets their Saturdays. The pregnant women are allowed 
one month after delivery, but are sometimes worked till within a 
day or two of being confined. — ^The nursing mothers turn out 
with the rest. The hothouse is locked up day and night. There is 
a dujDgeon on the property, with a stone arch, dark, and so con- 
fined that damp drops upon the prisoners like dew. It was not 
used during slavery. Apprentices are put in witliout any orders 
from the Magistrate. — Emmt Mackintosh was locked up for a 
night by the attorney. She was a nurse to the child of his con- 
cubine, and he complained that she did not prevent the child 
from crying. — Margaret Samuel is the washer for the house. 
She washes for the attorney, his concubine, an^ for his daughter 
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by another woman^ and for Mr. Cocking, the Special Magistrate. 
When she had to wash for Mr. C. she complained that the clothes 
were too mnch. She was locked up in the dungeon by the 
attorney, and when she came out was threatened, and now is 
obliged to wash the clothes. — A cow died from weakness and age, 
which was being used to carry sugar to the wharf. The head 
cartman> Thomas Fowler, was ordered by the Special Magis- 
trate to pay £16. for it, or to be sent to Lucea Workhouse for 
three months, to dance the treadmill three times a day, and 
receiye fifty lashes going in and coming out. The people offered to 
flWftiBt him ; and all of them (about fifty) worked three half Fridays 
and three Saturdays to pay for the cow — ^being rated, carpenters 
at three and fonrpence, and first-gang negros at one shilling and 
eight pence. Thomas Fowler is still working in his days, and 
they won't give him any account, or tell him whether the amount 
is paid or not. In crop time, they work from 4, a. m., till 8, p.m., 
for five days, for which the trashmen and cane carriers receive 
five shillings per week. They were brought into this arrangement 
by being threatened to be worked on the " nine hours* spell." 

THE PARISH OF HANOVER. 

Statement of Sarah Nelson and Bessy Grant, from Phcbnix 
Estate. — They were sent here (Savanna-la-Mar Workhouse) be- 
cause they were not able to grind sixteen coppers of liquor a day. 
The apprentices on that estate are divided into two spells, each of 
whom were ordered to grind eight coppers of liquor. They often 
worked from 1 o'clock, p. m., to four the next morning. There 
was only one spell of mules, who sometimes laid down from 
fatigue, and so stopped the mill. Last year the people received 
teapence per day for their extra work, but this year they receive 
nothing. The Magistrate (Hulme) at first said, they could not 
be compelled to do night work ; but afterwards he d — d them, and 
•aid if they did not grind the eight coppers, they should work all 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. He lives on the estate, and has 
all he wants from it. He will never listen to the apprentices, and 
does whatever busha pleases. — ^We obtained a copy of their com- 
mitment> in which their offence is stated to be " combining, and 
lesisting work," arid "insolent and disorderly conduct." They 
are sentenced, together with a man named Williams, to hard 
labor in the penal gang, and to the treadmill twice a day for 
twenty minutes, for the space of two calendar months. — ^A gen- 
tleman has communicated to us notes of complaints made ^P ^^^ 
at various times, by oppressed apprentices, of which several relate 
to Phcenix Estate. On the 14th of last month, six apprentices, 
mcluding the three above named, made to him the statement of 
their being divided into two spells, each of which was tasked to 
grind eight coppers of cane juice a day, which compelled them to 
work continually through the greater part of the day and night. 
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During this week, they state, the first spell made short work, and, 
in consequence, the mill feeders and cane carriers for holh spells 
were ordered by the Magistrate to work on two Saturdays, which 
they did on the 4th and 11th instants— on which days they 
worked without breakfast or dinner time, and had none to cook 
for them or to bring a drink of water. They complain that the 
task of eight coppers a day for each spell is too much, especially 
as the cattle and mules are not sufficient for the work. They 
sometimes lie down in the mill and keep the people waiting a long 
time. One of the complainant's states, that he works day and night, 
and never goes to his house through the week. On a subsequent occa- 
sion, five boys stated to the same individual that "they are the 
cattle drivers, (at the mill,) and that they drive constantly through 
the week, day and night, and get no rest until the mill stops on 
Friday. They get no pay. The apprentices charge one shilling 
and three pence for their half Friday. The attorney came and 
abused them all for a set of rascals, and complained that they 
worked two years, and never charged for their half Fridays. 
Some of them told him that the beasts would be worked to pieces 
by the work busha put upon them. He said, 'I will give you 
plenty of beasts.' None have come to this time, which is four 
weeks, and four cattle have since died.* Before he went away, 
the constable asked the people whether they agreed to go upon the 
same plan as last year. They said, for the goodness of Master 
QuARBBL (the proprietor residing in England) they would give up 
the Friday, although they were not getting any salt fish." This 
almost incredible amount of nightwork is also exacted on Glas- 
gow estate. See the statement of an apprentice from that pro- 
perty, in the Journal, and the following account, previously given 
by the same negro, to the above-mentioned individual. — <^tbus 
Wallace says, " he is a boiler ; boiled sugar till past one o'clock 
on the qftemoon of Sunday, the 29th January last. The book- 
keeper told them (the boilers) that unless they finished boiling off 
the sugar left on Saturday, they and the busha will have it out 
— meaning, as Wallace thinks, that busha would get them 
punished. He has boiled sugar all the week, and never has time 
to go to his own house, by day or night, until the end of the week. 
They work every Saturday, and sometimes finish boiling off at day- 
break on Sunday morning." Next follows an account of the circum- 
stance mentioned in the Journal, of his being locked up on Satur- 
day for refusing to work when he was ill. He says, also, that he 
" had the measles last year, and was ordered to pay the time back 
that he lost by sickness, and that this is a common practice on 
the estate. Overseer puts them in the dark room any time. 
Among others, Anna Buchanan Stevens had sore throat and 

* Our infonnant, in a letter recently received, observes, " I have heard that sixty 
head of cattle have died during this crop season at Glasgow. It is on this estate, as on 
Phoenix, if the apprentices were not more able to endure fatigue and privation than 
their cattle, they would die off in like manner/' 
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paios before Christmas, and Mr. Murdock, the overseer, had her 
confined in the dark room for six weeks. At the end of that time, 
she and another woman named Sarah Dalrtmplb, broke out 
through the flooring, and went to the Magistrate, Mr. Oliver, 
who said they must go back to the estate, and he would get Mr. 
Phslp, the Magistrate of their district, to settle it. When Mr. 
Phsjlf came to the property they were taken up by the constables, 
and asked by Mr. Phslp what they had to say ? A. B. Stevens 
told bim how long she had been locked up. He said he wished not 
to hear it, and sent them to the treadmill at Savanna- la-Mar for 
about two weeks and a half. During the time they were locked 
up on the estate, the Magistrate visited the property, but they 
were not brought before him. 

HANOVER AND WESTMORELAND. 

Fromx Estate. — ^Two apprentices state, that " in crop, 
the mill is put about at four o'clock in the morning till 
seven o'clock the next morning — no breakfast time or shell- 
blow being allowed. The coppers are kept boiling through the 
ni^t. A spell of people come out of the field at seven o'clock, 
to relieve the boiling-house people. They thus get every other 
night to sleep, but must be in the field the next morning by 
daylight. They work on Friday, and sometimes on Satur- 
day. The apprentices receive nothing for all this extra work, and 
if tibey go to ask for anything, are brought before Mr. Phelp to get 
punishment. The only men who have been paid are two of Uie 
boilermen and the head cartmen. About two or three weeks back 
Mr. Phslp came, and Mr. Macfarlane, the overseer, went and 
called two or three overseers, who valued the people's work, and 
said it was not enough. Mr. Phelp commits the whole gang to 
pay four Saturdays. Through the year, they are constantly taking 
away our Saturdays. When busha wants to hire the people, and 
they say they won't, because they know he won't pay them, he 
sends for the Magistrate directly and values the work, and says, 
you won't hire, and now I shall take your Saturdays for nothing. 
We don't get a day to work our mountain grounds, which are six 
tniles from the estate ; we are obliged to go to them on Sunday. 
We receive no salt fish. We have had no clothes these two or three 
years, except two or three yards of canvas this Christmas. The 
busha has shot several of the people's hogs. If a man raise a 
Kttle fowl, when they want one for dinner they send for it and kill 
it. Before last Aagust, the busha came to the negro houses, and 
took away one fowl belonging to one of us, two of the other, and 

three of a third apprentice, who is not present. says he 

went up to ask for his fowl, and the busha said he would not 
give it back, but should eat it for his dinner. I went to the field 
and was talking about the fowl, when he said I was making a 
noise, and sent the constable to lock me up in the dungeon. 
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A week after, he brought me before the Magistrate, and said 
I was making a row in the field. He sent me for fourteen days to 
the workhouse, to work in chains and dance the treadmill. When 
I came back, I had to pay four days. I had been before to the 

Magistrate about the fowl, and could get no satisfaction. 

also says, he and his wife have been sent to the dungeon a good 
many times. His wife was sent when quite big with child two 
days and nights. The prisoners are fed on four heads of dry corn 
and a pint of water a day. His master and busha hate him be- 
cause he is a baptist." 

Groyb Plain. — ^An apprentice says, the negros torn out the 
same as in slavery, and work from sun to sun, getting half an 
hour for breakfast and an hour for dinner. In crop, their Fridays 
are taken away, without payment. The boilermen only are paid 
for nightwork. Their mountain grounds are eight miles from the 
estate. No watchman is allowed ; any beast may go and destroy 
them. Their master sends out salt fish, but the people get none 
of it from month to month. " The fish is there, and we perishing 
for want of it." No notice is taken of the sick, who are some- 
times locked up in the dungeon, which is a shocking place. 
" The busha locks up plenty of people, without telling the Magis- 
trate." 

Friendship, the Estate of Lord Holland. — Apprentices make 
the following statements: — "In the first offset, (August 1st, 1834,) 
the agreement was that we were to receive our salt-fish. Some 
have got none from that day to this. We get none unless we do extra 
work beyond what the law obliges us, as watching at night by 
turns. Those old women that have been serving a long time, and 
are not able to keep spell in crop, get not a grain of salt-fish from 
one year's end to the other. The people turn out to work the very 
same as during slavery. They get their half hours for breakfast 
and one hour and half for dinner, and never draw off at night till 
a quarter past six. On Friday we draw off at eleven, and get no 
breakfast that morning. In crop time, one spell goes in at four 
o'clock on Monday morning, and keeps there till six o'clock at 
night, when another spell comes in, and stays till six the next 
night — working a day and a night without dinner or breakfast 
time. For this, they receive two bitts a day, (fifteen pence.) No 
agreement was made. We have to give up all our half Fridays in 
crop, and get no pay and no time for them. Some women refused 
to work in this way, viz.; Bettriss Holland, Kitty Jones, 
Dolly Ferguson, Christian Williams, and Ruth Allen. 
They were brought before the Magistrate for disobedience of orders; 
he would not allow them to speak, but sent them to the treadmill 
for fifteen days. One of them complains of pains in her joints to 
this day. This is two years ago, and since then we can't refuse. 
— Another apprentice, George Blake, when he was ordered to 
go to watch, in the first year of the apprenticeship, said he would 
go if they would pay him. They said he should do it without, as 



APPENDIX. lix. 

iStatre was a law for it. He said, ' we heard we should never have 
to do anything in our extra time without being paid for it.' He 
was put in the dungeon four days and nights, when the Magis- 
trate came and committed him to the workhouse for fourteen days, 
to work in chains and collars. He had to pay the time back in 
his half Fridays and Saturdays. His wife, Catherine Blake, 
was at that time employed in the house as a washer, but on ac- 
count of her husband's offence she was sent into the field, where 
she remains from that day to this. She also gets no salt-fish. 
About five months ago, she was kept in the bilboes, day and night, 
for four weeks, without any Magistrate's order. Even when she 
went to work she had to carry the shackle. The punishment was 
for objecting to go to the field when she was a domestic. She is 
still lame from the effects of the bilboes. In the time of our last 
overseer, we could hardly eat our own bread, we were getting so 
uneasy. If the new overseer goes on well, we shall be comfortable ; 
for as for the Magistrate of the parish we shall get no sort of satis- 
faction from him. As soon as the overseer makes his complaint, 
he makes out the writing of punishment. Missis (Lady Holland) 
has been kind to we. We know that, whether we get the gifts 
that she sends or not ; and we should wish to remain on the estate 
as long as we live. There was at one time a talk of a school on 
the estate, but lately we hear nothing about it. We should be 
thankful to get a lesson ourselves as well as our children." 

Green Island Pen, — ^The busha, Benjamin Capon, "is con- 
stantly in the habit of striking, collaring, and kicking the ap- 
prentices — ^men, women, and children. They never complain to 
the Magistrate, because they get no right. The Magistrate takes 
away their days whenever the busha wants them. The apprentices 
have had no salt-fish for three or four months. Their grounds are 
destroyed by cattle, as no watchman is allowed for them. There 
is no hospital on the estate. If the people are sipk, their days are 
taken away to pay back the time. They turn out to work at day- 
light, and never draw off till seven o'clock. Their half Fridays 
have been taken away since Christmas, without payment. Yes- 
terday the busha ordered a girl to be switched by the constable, 
and locked up at night. Her mother, Oriana Webster, just 
said, * hi ! this picaninny work so hard from morning to night — no 
breakfast, no dinner time ; and you go lock her up :' then he 
collared her, and ordered her to be fastened in the dungeon." 

Petersfield Estate. — "The people turn out from six, a.m., 
till seven, p. m., and get half an hour for breakfast and an hour 
for dinner. In crop time, they have to keep spell through the 
night, for which they are paid as on Friendship Estate. Some- 
times their Fridays are taken away, without payment, and they 
are always made to work more than half the day. Their provision 
grounds are seven miles off, and trespassed on by the cattle, as 
there is no fence. No attention is paid to the sick. The flogging 
is the only thing that makes it different from before. The busha 
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tries everything to get we punished. The Magistrate won't allow 
you to speak for your right." 

Roaring River. — The apprentices, out of crop, work about 
the same hours as on Petersfield, and in crop, they work from 
four, a.'m., to seven, p. m. In crop, they get no half Fridays, 
and receive only two bitts for all their extra time during the week. 
They are compelled to work by the task, though they have made 
no agreement to do so. When the canes are dry, and will not 
produce the tasked number of coppers of juice, they have to work 
in the night to make it up. Out of crop, they are not allowed to 
leave the field on Friday till three or four o'clock in the afternoon. 
The busha sometimes says they turn out late in the morning, and 
gets four Saturdays taken away from them. Mr. Olivkr won't 
hear what the people have to say. ** The busha tell we many way 
to choke dog without hang him : he would work we law £ashion, 
and he would work we field fashion." The people had no salt-fish 
last year, and have only had it three times since Christmas. 
Sometimes the field cooks are taken away, and the people remain 
without food till night. When apprentices go to the treadmill 
they are obliged to work out the time. Mothers have to repay the 
time when their free children are sick, or if they take a day to 
bury them. — Catherine Lewis and three other women were 
handcuffed and sent to dance the treadmill for sixteen days, because 
they asked for a little sugar and rum, as payment for their break- 
fast and dinner time during crop. 

Shrewsbury. — "Busha frequently locks the people up in the 
dungeon, even women with child. They are sometimes kept two 
or three days ; sometimes he gives them a little com, sometimes 
nothing. Sometimes he applies to Magistrate ; at others, 
punishes without applying to Magistrate. Magistrate never comes 
on the property, except when busha writes him a letter; and then, 
right or wrong, he gives the busha satisfaction, and won't allow 
the people leave to speak. Out of crop, the apprentices are not 
allowed to draw off till two o'clock in the afternoon. In crop, 
their half Fridays are taken away, without payment. They are 
tasked to grind so many coppers of liquor, and if the canes don't 
yield, they have to work till daylight. They have only tenpence 
for their nightwork. For weeks before Christmas, the busha 
ordered the people to pay a Saturday, because he said they did not 
turn out early in the morning. They refused, because Saturday 
was their own day. He sent for Mr. Phslp and Mr. OiiivsR, 
who came the noonday after with the police. William Squarrt 
and two other young men, and five of the principal women, were 
picked out, and the men catted, and the women sent to the tread- 
mill for ten days. The police gave William Squa&ry thirty -nine 
lashes on his bare back in the field. He was a constable, and was 
flogged as an example to the rest." 

Cornwall. — " When Mr. Mulgrave was here he told we no 
more slavery, but apprenticeship ; and that we were to get an 
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hoar for breakfast and two for dinner. We go on pretty well that 
year, but afler, we only get half an hour for breakfast, and one hour 
and half for dinner. In crop time, we get no half Friday, nor any day 
or pay for it. One spell goes in on Monday, at four o'clock in the 
morning, and works till nine at night. The next morning the 
second spell does the same, and the first goes to the field. One 
spdl thus works three long days and two short ones every week, 
wad the other, two long and three short. The first gets two 
and sixpence a week, the last one and eight pence. No agreement 
was erer made. Mr. Oliver says, we ought to do what master 
bids. After crop, last year, he wanted to take our half Fridays 
and give us the time on Wednesday. We refused because 
our mountain grounds are seven miles off, and we could not 
go and come back on the Wednesday. For this, two men were 
flogged by Mr. Oliver, and another sent to the workhouse as 
an example to the' rest. Apprentices sent to the workhouse have 
to pay lMu:k the time. ' The master sends out two puncheons of 
oatmeal for the children ; they take it to feed hog, and say, the 
free children no use to massa. If you have any eggs, the over- 
seer will give you a little oatmeal in exchange. ' " 

Dean's Valley Dry WoaKS. — " We have not had a single hall 
Friday since the new year came in. One of the apprentices, James 
G&iNOFiELD, went to Mr. Mc'Ne^l, the attorney, and asked if he 
had stopped tiie half Friday. He came down to the property the next 
day, and began to quarrel and make such a racket, and told the 
overseer we were not to have it. Lord Mulgravb told us we 
should get one hour for breakfast and two for dinner, but now we 
get only half an hour and an hour. We have had no salt-fish 
from the middle of last year till a fortnight ago ; though we have 
been obliged to watch the cattle pen at night, vnthout payment. 
If we leave work in the rain, they take away a Saturday to pay 
for it. In crop time, the people work in two spells, (see Cornwall,) 
the first gets twei^ty pence, and the other fifteen pence, for all 
extra time through the week. No agreement was ever made to 
work in this way. ' We give up all our time to make things easy, 
because we have no one to complain to. The only good thing is, 
that they can't lay we down and flog we on the estate.' The 
estate's cattle trespass in our provision ground. Young picaninny 
mothers get no oatmeal or sugar, and are obliged to come out to 
work at daylight with the rest. The people are sometimes kept in 
the field till blind dark. Jambs Grindfield was sent to the 
treadmill for ten days, two years ago, for having prayers in his 
house. Mr. Oliver said he had no right to do it." 

Fontabelle. — " On the first of August, the former attorney, 
Mr. George Collo, agreed with the people to work one Friday 
and take another. When Mr. Shallito came, before Christmas 
he took away one Friday entirely. When we say it is a hard case, 
he takes us to the Magistrate to dance the treadmill for fourteen 
days. Mr. Phblp won't hear a word j he says, ' they brought 
W* 
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him to Jamaica to put it quiet, and he dhall put it quiet/ When 
he comes, if the overseer tells him we have not worked enough in 
the field, he takes away three or four Saturdays. Our mountain 
grounds are seven miles off, and are sometimes trespassed in. 
We go to work at sunrise, and have half tm hour for breakfast and 
an hour for dinner, and never draw off till candlelight in the ^reat 
house. In crop, the people work in two spells, and are talked to 
grind seven coppers of liquor a day. If the canes are dry it can't 
be done. Nothing is ever paid, except to the boitermen. 'Hie 
busha puts the apprentices in the dungeon as he likes, without 
meat or drink, except sometimes he gives them two heads of corn 
and a pint of water. If the picaninny women don't turn out with 
the rest, they are locked up. 'We are worse off than before, only 
just the flogging.' " 

Smithfibld. — ^Ann Cavpbsll is a hdUde seirvafit. ''She has 
no allowance of food, no provision ground, no salt-fish. She has 
only one Saturday in two weeks. She has no support hut what 
she receives from her Christian family (fellow apprentices, who are 
members of the same churth.) She has no relations. She lost 
one of her legs by disease some years figo, and was dbfiged to get 
the carpenter to make her a wooden one, but has ndthing'to pay 
him. Her master said last week that a law came in to tniiig back 
flogging, and he should put a hoe m her hand and turn 'her into 
the field. All the domestics are treated hi the sanre'Ai^y.'" 

Content Pbn: James Rankin, master. — ^"Brfore the law 
came in, nine or ten of us were expected to split one thousand 
shingles a day. About three months ago, master seAt six of us to 
work, and said we must split one thousand a day. We could not 
do it, though we worked all day without taking fifteen' mhiutes for 
our meals. He took us before Mr. Kellt, who said we must do 
it. Master took five of us down to the Magistrate, and got us 
catted — forty stripes each, and ordered us to make up the thousand 
a day. We made it up in our own time for five days; he then 
said it was six days, though he knew in his conscience it Was only 
five. He then sent for the Magistrate, who ordered us to make up 
seven thousand. The women who are employed to scrape, ginger, 
have to scrape thirty pounds a day out of forty pounds. Their 
•friends are obliged to assist them through part of the night. Two 
Weeks ago, the task was so great that eight women were obliged 
to take' Sunday to finish it. The apprentices never agreed to work 
taskwork. When Mr. James Rankin came to the property, after 
his father's death, he told the people they were too rlfch and had 
too much time. He said they were too religious, and' he should 
see if he could not make them work their grounds on Sunday. 
He used to'm&ke them come down to the Court House on Siiturdayf 
whether he had any complaint against them or not. ^^erihe 
saw one of them coming down from the ground on Sunday, where 
she had been to look for a little food, he laughed^ and said, 'what 
you can work now on Sunday ? ' " 
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P&osPECT EjSTATs.— r^Thi» is under the same attorney as Fonta- 
beile. The people perform a similar amouAt of extra labour in crop, 
for scarcely any remuneration ; nightwork and taskworii;, by com- 
palsion^ without any agreement: a Ueai^t- sickening story, cor- 
responding in all Its details with the preceding. Invalid women 
get no salt-fish,, even those that can ms^e themselves useful. An 
apprentice states. The former attomcy» — Collo, used to treat the 
people kjbdiy ;, but now, if it were known, th.at we were here, some 
of uie people would come on crutqhes to teU their story to us. 

THB PARISH OP CLARSNDON. 

Qrebn Fa.rk. — "We get no salt-fish, and are compelled to 
watch at night, without any payment. This is since Mr. Cham- 
BBRLAiNB left. They say, it is not Mr. C.'s time now. Since this 
Magjbtrate came^ we live very unhappy ; massa knows if we com- 
plain we shan't get our right, that makes him take away our time 
Rod do every thing." 

York Pb^. — Statement of Elizabeth Francis. (See our ac- 
coant of her valuation, page 270.3 "Before the first of August, I 
wa9 never in the field, but belonged to Mr. Scott's motheir, who 
gave me ten shillings a week wages. Afterwards, Mr. Scott used 
to send me to Kingston to buy cloth, which I used to sell, and 
carry him the money. I was very sickly with a complaint in my 
stQjnach and my side. Mr. Scott sent me into the field the year 
lielbre last^ I was very often ill, sometimes for two or three 
Rjontlw at a. time. The doctor was a black man, fVom Parnassus 
Estate ; we never had a white doctor. Because I was so sickly, 
and not able to do field work, I wanted to buy myself; and my 
husband^ who is a free man, asked my master what he would part 
with me for. He ordered the constable to turn him off the property; 
He sent for Dr. Ritchib to examine me, who said I was not so 
had* When I spoke to the Magistrate on the property, he would 
not hear a word I had to say, but said^ ' shut your mouth ; if you 
are impudent to your master, I shall send you to the workhouse 
and have you catted !' When I came to be valued to day, they 
said I was a field negro, and valued me so high." 

SsBCSLBS Pasture. — ^This property has been recently sold, and 
its late proprietor, the Hon. Wm. Rowb, President of the Council, 
has ordered all the people to remove to his other property, in 
Manchester, about thirty miles distant. One of them, Thomas 
6AifB« says, " he is living with a free woman, by whom he has 
five children. He would rather die than remove. He will not, 
cannot go and leave them. Many of the people have proposed to 
be valued. Their master says they must come into Manchester to 
be valued. The Magistrate there is his cousin." 

Belle Plain. — An apprentice states, "that he is employed 
chipping logwood. In the old time, four cwt. a day was consi- 
dered straining work ; now their master demands four cwt. and a 
p*2 
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half. They were unable to do it, though they gave up their 
breakfast time. Their wives, who belong to anoSier property, 
offered to assist them to make it up in their own time, but they 
said wo would rather go to the Magistrate, for if we do it once, 
we shall have to do it again. He told the constable, it is not 
worth while to impose upon us ; we are not able to do it. For 
this, he was charged with impudence, and sent by the Magistrate 
to the treadmill for ^ve days, and ordered to pay back the time. 
He came home last Sunday, and was so sick that he was unable 
to work all the week. Yesterday the master charged the constable 
to bring him to the Magistrates' Court to day. He was not, how- 
ever, called up, for the constable told him he might go home, as 
the Magistrate would visit the property on Tuesday."* — ^Anotiier 
apprentice from Belle Plain is a boy, about sixteen or seventeen. 
Four years ago he met with a serious accident. The doctor told 
his master if the boy lived he would never be of any use to him. 
His father, also an apprentice, took him home, and was at the 
expense of his medical treatment, and has supported him entirely 
t^now. After having so long neglected him, his master, about 
'tlMO months ago, compelled him to turn out to work. He is 
firi4ently unfit for labor. His knee is much enlarged ; he has not 
t{^ proper use of his arm ; and walks as if his spine was seriously 
iiljuxed. — Another apprentice from Belle Pldn says, that he is a 
domestic, and hires himself out, paying five macs, {five shillings 
sterling) a week. He wanted to buy himself, and then his master 
told him he had been rated as a field negro. — ^Another, from Uie 
same property, complains of being compelled to chip four cwt. of 
logwood a day, which is the task of the old time. They never 
made any agreement to do it; and though they turn out at sunrise, 
and work till four o'clock, without breakfast or dinner time, they 
cannot do it. — Another is the mother of nine children — one free, 
and eight on the estate, most of whom are grown up. She has 
sat down for several years, but since Christmas has been ordered 
into the field, and is compelled to turn out with the rest." 

WooDsiDB Plain. — Apprentices complain that they tarn out 
at six, A. M., have an hour for breakfast, and do not draw off till 
five, or, on Friday, till one or two in the afternoon. One of 
them has nine children, of whom four are free, whom she has to 
support. Since she had the sixth child she was not expected to 
do much, but now she must turn out with the rest. She was 
taken before Mr. Dawson, and though she showed him one of 
her children, which had the measles, he said it did not signify, she 
must turn out with the rest. The apprentices are allowed no 
field cook, no salt-fish. Their provision ground has no fence nor 
watchman, and is destroyed by the cattle. 

Belmont. — ^Thomas Thomas is a penkceper. " His master 

* We have reason to believe, that this and other cases on similar occasions, wen 
dererred in consequence of our being present at the Courts. 
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brpught him before Mr. Gordon, at Chapeltown, and charged 
him with insolence, disobedience, and refusing to work on Sun- 
day. When he wanted to speak, the Magistrate told him to shut 
luB mouth, and sent him to the treadmill for ten days. Before 
that, he never got his Saturdays or Sundays, or any payment or 
time in lieu of them ; since then, he has refused to work on Sun- 
day, and gets about half Saturday. When he came out of the 
wcHrkhonse, his legs were much injured. He was kept on for an 
hour at a time. The mill used sometimes to take the skin off the 
belly of the people. When they could not tread it, (and when 
lii^nging by tiieir wrists,) the driver used to pull them from the 
mill by their legs, and throw them against it." The women 
had their clothes tied, and were served in the same way." — Other 
negroa from Belmont informed us, they had been sent to the 
treadmill, " where the driver beat them on the soles of the feet 
with a bamboo." 

THE PAEISB OF ST. THOMAS IN THE EAST. 

Hector's Bjvbr. — ^An apprentice states, that "she has seven 
children— four apprentices and three free, and that she is com- 
pelled to work in the first gang, though she is old and infirm. 
Her youngest child, about two years old, has got the yaws. The 
overseer made her take it to the yawshouse, and there leave it. 
She ie allowed to turn out an hour later than the rest to attend it, 
but does not see it through the day, except at dinner time. The 
people on Hector's River are worse off than any. Just after the 
first of August, they got their proper meal-times, but it was soon 
altered* They have never had tiieir hdf Fridays." — Another ap- 
prentice on Hector's River has chronic rheumatism to such an 
extent that her joints are indurated and enlarged. She complains 
of being compelled to do work that she is not fit for. — Four ap- 
prentices from the same estate say, ' we turn out at sunrise, and 
draw off for dinner from eleven to one, and then work till dusk. 
Our houses are so far off that at dinner time we often have to 
return when the shellblows, with a hungry belly. Sometimes 
when sick, we are locked up in the dark room, and fed with three 
eara of dry com and one pint of water. The hospital is kept 
loeked on Saturday and Sunday. When the Magistrate comes 
upon the property, the constables are afraid to speak the truth. 
" Since the busha came all the best of the slave died." There was 
a young man, a domestic, who had the charge of a sick horse 
which died, — the busha took a spite against him, and when he 
fell sick, would take no care of him, nor allow him to go into the 
hospital. He died in the cane paths. " When any body dies be- 
longing to you, if you beg the busha to give you tne four o'clock, 
he won't listen to you, but work you till dark, and you are obliged 
to bury the dead when you cannot see your hand." The busha's 
table is sometimes supplied with provisions from the negro 
p*3 
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grounds. One woman complained to the Magistrate, who said 
the young man who fetched the provisions from the grounds, must 
pay for them ; but he said he did it by the busha's order, and she 
got no satisfaction. — Another apprentice says, that her daughter 
is in the great house. Sometime ago she broke a glass goblet. 
Her mother procured two from Kingston to pay for it, but the 
busha deprived the child of her allowance and days for a month ; 
and because the Magistrate of the district would not punish her 
further, he sent for Mr. Willis, who sent her to the treadmill. 
Not long ago, he threatened to horsewhip her, on which she ran 
away. The Magistrate sentenced her to be locked up for five days 
and nights. — James Purton, another apprentice on Hector'is 
River, states " In the first year after August, the busha sent and 
took away eight fowls from me, and said, I had nothing to do but 
raising fowls. He put them in his own fowl house. About the 
same time, I caught two fish one Sunday night M the rock, having 
nothing to eat. The busha came to the rock, and took away one 
of the fish, and cut it in two, and took it to 'the great house to 
cook. I asked him if he was going to pay me for it; he said, he 
ought to punish me well, instead of paying me for it. After he 
came upon the property, about seven years ago, I was a shepherd, 
and he used to send me to punish at dinner time, at night, and on 
the Sunday, if any of the sheep died. If he want one to kill, and 
I tell him none properly fat, he punished me for not making them 
well fat. I had more than I could do — ^watching goats, sheep, 
and cattle, and cutting sticks to mend fences. My arm began to 
swell, and he would not take me into the hospital ; and through 
his neglect I come to this ailment. About five weeks ago, my leg 
began to swell. I went to him, but he would not take me into the 
hospital. I then went to the white doctor, who said I must have 
a few days' rest. I was in the hospital for a week. He said I 
must make rope to pay for the time. Through the head man's 
goodness I escaped. He only made me work regular time, and 
passed the word for me as if I had done it." — ^The appearance of 
this negro was deplorable. His arm was about three times the 
ordinary size, and very much ulcerated. Hia leg was also very 
large, and apparently dropsical. — Another infirm woman com- 
plains, " that she is locked up in the black hole a week at a time, 
and only let out at shellblow. She is afraid to complain to the 
Magistrate. The manager won't attend to the doctor's orders, 
and the weak are forced into the field. Their provision grounds are 
distant, and their provisions are often stolen." — Another negro 
says, " that the busha sends a man to -the grounds to dig provi- 
sions for himself. — Louisa Burton, a very infirm, dropsical 
woman, who is quite unfit for labor, has to pick cotton, or she 
would get no salt-fish. Four apprentices on the estate died last 
week." 

Elmwood. — Apprentices from this estate complain, "that they 
never get their half Fridays. They turn out at six o'clock, and 
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turn in from eleven to two, and then draw oflP at sunset. They 
get their salt-fish, but never made any agreement, nor were ever 
asked about giving up their time. Mr. Dawson put dowu what- 
ever busha wished. He would not allow them to speak, and gave 
orders to kill all their hogs. Mr. Chamberlaine gave the people 
right. Mr. Hbndy, the overseer, ordered the gate to be chained, 
and the Magistrate not to be allowed to go in. He went to Port- 
land the day that he knew the Magistrate would come ; but the 
book-keeper, his son, saw Chamberlaine coming, and ordered a 
crooked man by the gate to put the chain on. Some of the ap- 
prentices cried out, why don't you open the gate to the Magis- 
trate ? Then he opened it, and for this the book-keeper ordered 
him to take a hoe and work in the field. When the Magistrate 
comes, they cannot leave the field to go to complain to him. When 
apprentices are in the hospital the door is kept locked, lind their 
own brothers are not allowed to go to see them." 

Hatning. — Two apprentices from this estate say, that their 
master, -^ Cargill, is anxious for them to have what is right. 
They work from sunrise till ten, and from one to six o'clock. 
Their master scolds the oversea when he does not give them their 
time. They do not, however, get their half Fridays. 

Mulatto River. — Beckford Ross " belongs to Belle Castle, 
but works on Mulatto River, nine miles distant. They turn out 
before sunrise and work till ten ; go to work again at one, and 
work till quite dark. They have no half Fridays, and have to re- 
turn to their homes after dark on that day — ^no time being allowed 
them for their distance. Mr. Chamberlains said they were to 
have their Fridays, but Mr. Ross said he would not let them. 
They have had no salt-fish this five months." 

WiLLiAMSFiELD. — " After the first of August, the apprentices 
were allowed three hours for breakfast and dinner ; now they work 
from six till six, and are allowed only from ten to twelve for both 
meals. Their provision grounds have no watchman, and their 
provisions are stolen. Their attorney, who lives at Kingston, is 
good to them, but the overseer compels them to watch the curing 
house and cattle pen, without any allowance. "Hieir turns come 
round every five nights. — One woman complains, that she is not 
allowed to see the child to give him suck, except at shellblow and 
at night. Mr. Cockburn, the attorney, said she was to have 
time, but when he was gone the busha would not suffer it." 

Happy Grove. — "The apprentices have to dig six baskets of 
arrow root a day, although they made no agreement to work task- 
work. Their Saturdays aret>ften lost in making up the deficiency, 
as they sometimes can't dig two baskets a day; though on a good 
bearing piece, they can sometimes finish six baskets by four 
o'clock." 

. The apprentices from various estates in the district say, " they 
are more comfortable in their minds since Mr. Chamberlaine 
came. He hears what they have to say, and does them justice." 
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Whbelbrsfibld Estatb.-^" The apprentices turn out at day 
dawn, (fiwQ o'clock at this season;) half an hour is allowed for 
breakfast, and an hour and a half for dinner, and they leave off 
work at dark, except that this week they have been drawn off just 
at sundown, about half an hour before dark. Soon after the first 
of August, the people who had been to hear Lord Mulgeavb 
explain the law, began to complain about the time ; but they got 
no satisfaction, and now they never dispute about it, as they find 
it the best to let busha have his own way, and they try to be satis- 
fied. The buaha locks the people up for trifling faults. The 
Magistrate takes no notice of it, but goes by whatever the over- 
seer says. They never get their half Friday." 

Amitt Hall. — ^The apprentices say they are treated well by 
their overseer. They work the same number of hours as on 
Wheelersfield. When the master and mistress were here, they 
used to get their half Fridays, and for some time afterwards, but 
they have since been taken from them. 

DucKiNGFiBLD. — The hours of work axe the same as at 
Wheelersfield. The people have never had their half Fridays. No 
agreement was made to give thei|, time in exchange for the salt- 
fish. Some of their Saturdays have been taken away from them 
for not turning out earlier than six o'clock. Tlie women with six 
children are made to work in the field. Their provision grounds 
were so destroyed by the cattle that they have thro^m them up, 
and depend now upon a little place which th^y have fenced off 
about ^eir houses. The overseer puts people in the dark hole 
frequently, without sending for the Magistrate. No attention is 
paid to the free children. 

Holland Estate. — ^They work the same hours per day as at 
Wheelersfield. lliey got their half Fridays for about two months 
at first, but have never had them since. They never made any 
agreement to give up their extra time. The Magistrate frequently 
takes away their Saturdays, and, therefore, though they have good 
grounds, they are badly off. They are often obliged to go to their 
grounds on Sunday. Mr. Dauohtrby and Mr. Blakb used to 
hear what the people had to say, but Mr. Willis goes by what 
the overseer says, and will not allow any to speak. Gbobge 
Walters, a tradesmen, has been sent into the field to dig cane 
holes. 

SECTION V. 

James Williams's Case.— His statement to us on the occa- 
sion alluded to in our Journal, is as follows. " My master has an 
old grudge against me. I have been flogged seven times since the 
new law came in. He complained to Dr. Palmer against me for 
insolency, but Dr. P. gave me the right. He complained frequently 
to Captain Connor who also gave me the right, smd never punish- 
ed me, Massa said, ' Thank God, Dr. Thompson is come, and 



APPENDIX. Ixix. 

we have got a Magistrate who will see justice done.' He bear 
false witness against me and said, that I advise John Lawrence 
not to be a constable* because he was so young. I never said 
any thing of the kind to J. L. Dr. Thompson order me thirty 
nine lashes. Finding him, and afterwards Mr. Rawlinson so 
severe upon me, I went away to the King's House. I was away 
seven weeks, but I did not see Lord Sligo because he was up at 
Highgate. When I returned, I was put in the cage at the Police 
station for a day and a night. I was then, by order of Mr. Raw- 
linson confined for ten days in the dungeon on the property — 
Afterwards sent to St. Ann's Workhouse, where I received fifteen 
lashes, and danced the treadmill every morning and evening for 
nine days. I worked in chains on the road. 1 bruised my shin 
(on the treadmill) the first day, but on the second day I caught 
the step. Many people were sadly cut. You could not see any 
thing on the mill but blood. The prisoners on the mill, men and 
women were catted most miserably. When I came out of the 
workhouse, I was put in the cell for four days and nights, and 
ordered to pay fifty days to the property. This was a year ago 
last September. I was afterwards ordered fifteen lashes again for 
not turning the horses into their right pasture. I had so many 
different kinds of work to do that I neglected it. My master met 
me and held his stick over my head, and threatened to strike me 
three times. I said, it was not an earthly man that made the 
world, but that the man that made the world would come again. 
For this I was charged with insolence, and sent to the house of 
correction to dance the treadmill for seven days, and receive twenty 
lashes. When I came out, my massa send me to climb bread-nut 
tree, and cut bread-nut. I told him I am not able, my stomach 
ill, you flog me so severely since the new law came in. He said, 
if I did not make an end of him, he would make an end of me. I 
set off to Sir Lionel Smith, but was taken up by an overseer on 
my way and sent to Rodney Hall on Saturday, and kept there till 
Thursday ; a constable fetched me, and I reached home on Friday 
late. I came before the Magistrate, who ordered me to receive 
twenty five lashes, and to be sent to St. Ann's Workhouse for a 
fortnight to dance the treadmill. My master says, he will bet 
£1000 he will make an end of me. He threatens me every day for 
my life, and I don't know how soon he may kill me. What make 
me so much afraid is, that he did kill a man ; he got him ordered 
a severe flogging, and, because the constable did not flog him 
enough he ordered the policeman to take the whip. The man 
coughed blood. He went afterwards to Brown's Town to complain 
to Captain Dillon, and died in the town." 

James Williams also represented himself as being destitute of 
food in consequence of the cattle having trespassed in his ground 
while at the treadmill ; and from his having to pay so many days 
to the estate. We saw several of the most intelligent and respect- 
able negros from the same estate, who confirmed his statements 
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assured us that has veracity might be relied on» and that he was aa 
he represented^ in a state of starvation. The money was subae< 
quently advanced to him to purchase his term of apprenticeship, 
when he was valued for upwards of £46, though he had only seven- 
teen months to serve till he became free. The "Narrative of 
Events/' contains a much move detailed account* though the reader, 
who will compare the above statement made to us- in Jamaica, with 
the " Narrative/' dictated to a third party in England, will find 
them perfectly consistent. The "Narrative" has been published at 
length in the Jamaica papers, and has excited abusive and angry 
comments, but not one of its facts has yet been disproved. Hia 
master, 6. W. Senior has published a letter on the subject which 
contains the strongest confirmation of the truth of the " Narrative." 
He admits many of the details, and does not deny the truth of a 
single one of Jambs Williams's statements ; contenting himself 
merely with vilifying his character. The sum at which he was 
valued is a sufficient answer to these calumnies. It V7a& the price 
not only of a capable and industrious, but of an honest and orderly 
apprentice. On the other hand, the baptist minister of Biown'a 
Town in a letter, dated August 8di, 1837# has furnished us with 
the most convincing proofe of the truth of the Narrative. He 
observes ; " I have carefully read the narrative as given in the 
Patriot; and though not an eye witness of what he (James 
Williams) narrates, I had heardjrom others moet of the particulars, 
none qf which had he at all exaggerated or misrepresentedJ* He 
also states, that he read the Narrative to three fellow i^prentices 
of Jambs, of whom he says ; " In these three men I can place the 
strongest confidence. They declare that Jambs Williams's 
Narrative is true. In reading it to them, the oitfy error they could 
discover was, that Thomas Brown Lawrence (called in the Narrative, 
Thomas Bbown) was not one of the three flogged by the Police, 
He was flogged by the constable of the propertjf." 

Documents relating to James Williams have already been laid 
before the public, viz; the certificate of his pastor as to his 
veracity and general good conduct ; a certificate to the same effect, 
signed by thirty three free men and apprentices who are acquainted 
with him, some of them residing at Penshurat ; and lastly, the 
declaration of three intelligent and respectable apprentices on 
Penshurst, that they have heard the Narrative read, and that it is 
an unexaggerated statement of facts. In addition to which, we refer 
to the statements of negros from Penshurst in the preceeding 
section of the Appendix, some of which are the relations of cir- 
cumstances mentioned by Williams. 

We have thus adduced what appears to us incontrovertible evi- 
dence of the truth of the Narrative ; and it only remains to ask, 
whether the flagrant perversion of the law by Special. Magistrates, 
who are the table companions of the planters, and the present 
horrible workhouse discipline of Jamaica are to be permitted to 
continue. Can any one read James Williams's Narrative, and 
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peraaadeliiiiMelf that the negros could have been liable to greater 
oppresBion, or endured a greater amount of misery, when they were 
slaves in name ns well as in fact? 

SECTION VI. 

Arcadia EcTTATB. — In 1833, the proprietor of Arcadia published 
a pamphlet vindicating himself as a Christian slave owner, from 
the charges brought against him in the Anti-slavery Reporter. 
(No. 104.) When we contrast his sentiments with the past his- 
tory and present state of Arcadia, we cannot but regard his expe- 
rience as one of the most unhappy examples, of the consequences 
resulting from the dereliction of the plain principles of Christian 
duty, for a course of expediency and compromise. Of all the 
partners in colonial iniquity, none are more guilty than the pro- 
fesscfdly liberal, and especially the Christian proprietors, resident 
in'Eiigland ; and it is in discharge of a most painful duty, that 
we presume to place them, in the person of an eminent individual 
of their number, at the bar of public opinion. 

Of the. subjects discussed in the pamphlet alluded to, our present 
concern, is solely with those, which refer to the author's opinions 
on slavery ; or to his defence of his course of conduct as a West 
India proprietor. 

He intimates that he is opposed in principle to slavery, and anx- 
ious to see it abolished ; due regard being paid to the interests of 
the planters, and to the fitness of the negros for freedom. Were 
we to judge, by the comparative earnestness with which, on the 
one hand, he describes his hatred of slavery, and, on the other, 
his repugnance to immediate abolition, and his views of the difficul- 
ties of a general emancipation, we should certainly come to the con* 
elusion, Uiat his sense of the former is feeble indeed, compared 
with his impressions of the latter. His remarks on the unfitness 
of the negros for freedom, shew an inexcusable ignorance of the facts 
of the case. When he speaks of the innate indolence of the negro, 
of the far more elevated natives of our eastern territories, in the 
scale of civilization ; of the negros as the least fit of all human 
beings for entire freedom of person and action, and declares, that 
they are still only to be regarded as in their pagan state, he shows, 
evidently, from what "practical source" his information has been 
dcriTed. Surely his tremendous responsibility, as the owner of 
three hundred human beings, ought to have impelled him by a 
sincere investigation, (we would say, by a personal inquiry if no 
other way were left open,) to ascertain, whether the premises 
were true, from which consequences are deduced, so important to 
the destinies of his slaves. We will, however, test him on his 
own principles. There are a number of men on every large estate 
who are entmsted with employments requiring great skill and 
intelligence. These men display prudence and industry, not to 
say acquisitiveness, in the management and increase of their own 



Ixxii. APPENDIX, 

little property. Who will dare to deny that they are fit for free- 
dom? and, if so, on what principle has the proprietor of Arcadia 
continued to retain them as slaves, profiting hy their uncompen- 
sated labor? 

An examination of the practical conduct of the proprietor of 
Arcadia, has brought us to conclusions equally painful. We will 
consider his statements seriatim. He denies, however, the right 
of any one " to intrude into his private affairs."* We disclaim 
any such intention ; and in our turn deny, that the interests of 
the Slave Population of our Colonies, are the private concerns of 
any individual proprietor. 

Charges contained in the J, S. Reporter, quoted from the 
"Letter to Thomas JFilson, Esq,:** with observations thereon : — 

I.— "'Above all," it is alleged, "he might have provided religious 
instruction ; though to this hour nothing effective, we fear, has been 
done for that paramount object. ' I ask the reader of my evidence, 
whether there be any plea, however futile, for such an insinuation ? 
Does it not hold out, as plainly as possible, that Mr. Kkibb had been 
engaged as a religious instructor, and that I then was ready to renew 
the engagement if he had found it expedient to return to Jamaica? " 

At the time the attorney of Arcadia gave Mr. Knibb leave to go 
upon that estate and instruct the negros, he expressly forbade him 
to teach a single slave to read or write ; and when J. Vinb first 
went to reside on Arcadia, he found only one slave who could read. 

II. — " *Mr. H. might have had, at least, an elementary school on his 
estate ; he might have found a man and his wife competent to the 
task, &c., upon it. Had I told the Committee, 'even when urged,' 
all I had done, they would have known that, as such persons could 
not be obtained of tne Baptist Society, I had applied to the Moravian 
Committee in London, for a resident instructor and his wife, and that 
if such persons are not on the estate it is only because I could not 
obtain them." 

It is extraordinary that such persons could not be found, seeing 
the numbers who have subsequently been engaged Under similar 
circumstances; but experience has shown that had such individuals 
been sent out, their efforts would have been successfully obstructed 
by the attorney of Arcadia. 

III. — *' * Did he wish to rescue his slaves from all necessity of Sunday 
labor ? ' Yes ; he did : and it was among the first and chief things 
pressed upon the attention of the attorney on the estate ; and further 
urged in the personal intercourse I had with him in London, just 
before the late insurrection, which has put every thing, for the present, 
out of course." 

See the remarks on No. 4. 

* " 1 require them to show what right the constitution of their own, or of any pnblic 
institution, gave them to intrude into my private affairs, and found charges against 
me of having violated my own principles in the management of my property) ' 
Letter to Thomas JFilson, Esq. 
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iV. — " * He might have introduced regulations as to marriage.' I 
can only say, ;^at if the greatest encouragement is not held out to the 
slaves on that subject, it is in direct contravention of my instructions : 
and I have no reason to imagine that on this point at least, the dis- 
position of the attorney differs from my own. Married persons have, 
Tvith other encouragements, all that very comfortable dwellings can 
give. Mr. Knibb will bear testimony: he states; 'the estate is the 
most comfortable one, in every respect, that I have ever seen. The 
houses in which the laborers live are excellent, and every thing con- 
nected with the estate, has the appearance of comfort.' ** 

In a number of the Christian Record now before us, mention 
is made of a proprietor, who " concluded that giving instructions 
by letter in Scotland, and carrying them into full effect in Jamaica 
meant the same thing." The editor observes ; " This is a miscon- 
ception, to which the West India proprietors, resident in Great 
Britain, are notwithstanding so prone, that we know not how to 
nvoid considering it a determined self-deception." We are credibly 
informed, that there is a row of good houses in front of the negro 
village of Arcadia, but that these are not allotted to the married 
people as an encouragement. The head people dwell in miserable 
hovels, a fact, that W. Knibb could not have been aware of, 
when he wrote in praise of the negro houses of Arcadia. We can 
scarcely reconcile our author's remark on the favorable disposition 
of the attorney on this point, with the information he possessed 
of his character and conduct. 

V. — ** ' He might have established compulsory manumission !* It is 
not needed. The power granted to the attorney gives him power to 
manumit any that are inclined to purchase it. A slave has recently 
been manumitted, who had no other ground of claim than the alleged 
verbal promise of the former proprietor, made several years ago." 

The general reply to the charge o(the A. S. Reporter, on this and 
the two preceding points, is weak and evasive. The example which 
is given, is most incorrectly stated. The facts of the case are as 
follows ; " During the time of the former proprietor of Arcadia, 
one of the slaves was anxious to procure the freedom of his daugh- 
ter. He bought two valuable male slaves, and placed them on the 
estate, in purchase of his daughter and her children. At that time 
a proprietor could not manumit a slave, without giving bond to the 
extent of £100 for the good conduct of the freed man, and for his 
maintenance, in case he should prove unable or unwilling to sup- 
port himself. To evade this difficulty, a formal written document 
was executed, declaring the slave in question and her children ex- 
empt from labor for ever, and at liberty to reside on the estate, and 
receive ' their maintenance from it as formerly. This is what is 
called " the alleged verbal promise of a former proprietor." When 
the present proprietor came into possession, this woman and her 
children were re-enslaved. They were worked, flogged and treated 
in every respect like the other slaves on Arcadia. Will it be be- 

G* 
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lieved, that at the very time the " Letter to Tbomas Wilbon, Esq." 
was published ; and until a recent period, she remained in bond- 
age ; and regained her freedom at last, not by the act of the pro- 
prietor of Arcadia or his attorney, but through an investigation 
ordered by Lord Slioo into her case. The Governor also directed 
that, her claim« and that of her children, to wages, should be de- 
termined, from the date qf the apprenticeship ; and £200 currency 
was subsequently paid to her, for their wages from the first of 
August, 1834. She and her children have received no compen- 
sation for their labor, from the time when they were re-enslaved, 
till the commencement of the apprenticeship ; and the value of the 
estate itself, would be no adequate recompense, for the cruelties 
and indignities, to which they were subjected during that long in- 
terval. This is an instance of slave holding and something more. 

VL— " * He might have entirely interdicted the flogging of fe- 
males.' He has done so; and has the written assurance of the attor- 
ney, that his directions have been complied with." 

VIL— " * He might have given his slaves fifty-two week days in the 
vear ; he might have put down the driving whip in ihs field; he might 
nave abolished (with Mr. Wilohak) the night labor of crop.' I have 
yet to learn that Mr. W. has discontinued the night sugar boilings, 
(see his answer, Pari. Rep. No. 7993.) As to the rest, I have avowed, 
that such measures were only incipieut :' indeed, time had not allowed 
for any thing beyond, and I cannot myself yet say what has been 
effected. Indeed my answer. No. 4635, shews how little confidence 
I have at present, in my own judgment, as to the practical consequence 
of extensive changes." 

The proprietor of Arcadia, pleads ignorance, inexperience and 
want of confidence in his own judgment, " as to the practical con- 
sequence of extensive changes." In matters of such importance, 
none of these pleas have the smallest weight. He might have 
ascertained, without leaving his own counting house, that the 
number of slaves on Arcadia, was decreasing, though there was 
no disproportion of the sexes, and that this was owing in great 
part to the night labor during crop. Also that night work had 
long been generally discontinued in the Danish colonies, and in 
several of our own ; and that this alteration, with the abolition 
of the driving whip, and many other improvements had been 
adopted on several estates, even in Jamaica, without any disad- 
vantage. 

Our author subsequently speaks of the honorable conduct of his 
negros during the late insurrection. Had he known all that trans- 
pired on Arcadia at that eventful period, he would have desired to 
blot out the remembrance of it for ever. Much might be written 
on this subject but we forbear. The proprietor of Arcadia has 
not been uninformed of the character of the individuals by whom 
his property has been administered. He must have been aware. 
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tbat, from his attorney to the lowest book-keeper, all the white 
men on his estate, were living, some in concubinage, apd others in 
promiscuous debauchery. Has he testified any displeasure at these 
things ? Has he withdrawn his confidence from the actors in them, 
or manifested any gratitude to those who have brought them to his 
knowledge ? 

When the London Missionary Society concluded, soon after the 
introduction of the apprenticeship, to send out six missionaries to 
Jamaica, one of them was selected to reside on Arcadia. This in- 
dividual was a man of well known reputation, the pastor of a 
numerous and increasing church, and one therefore, who made 
great sacrifices to embark in the missionary work. Few indeed, 
in the estimation of thosej who know him, of his own as well as 
other -denominations, are more richly endowed with missionary 
qualifications. On his arrival on Arcadia, he wad compelled to 
reside for a time in the same house with the overseer, who was 
living in the unhallowed way of the country. He endured in- 
dignities, and encountered obstacles ; but meantime his spiritual 
labors were blessed. He and his wife taught upwards of sixty 
of the negros to read, and their church was prosperous and in- 
creasing. It was attended by numbers of the white inhabitants, 
a class that few missionaries have been favored to benefit, or to 
number among their spiritual children. One overseer was con- 
verted, and is now usefully employed in the Mico Institution, in 
promoting religious education. Among the negros, his services 
were equally useful, and, a circumstance, we believe unexampled 
hitherto, were not rendered unacceptable by the attendance of the 
whites. He has been compelled to break up his station, in the 
midst of a scene of distinguished usefulness, and to seek one where 
he may commence anew. 

We have placed these things on record, not vrithout painful 
feelings, nor from any other motive than a sense of duty ; and we 
cannot conclude without stating our deliberate conviction, that a 
christian slave owner can only exercise a conscience void of offence 
towards God and towards man, by emancipating his slaves ; and 
that that duty is not the less imperative at the present moment, 
because the era of complete freedom will soon be ushered in by Act 
of Parliament. The attempt to discover and pursue a middle 
course, demands not only a sacrifice of principle, but, if they are 
non-residents, involves them in the participation of evil, which 
it is fearful to contemplate. 



G * 2 



Ixxvi. 



APPENDIX. 



SECTION VII. 



STATISTICAL TABLEa 

EXTRACTS FROM TABLES COMPILED BY HENRY HUNTER, 
ATTORNEY OF LATIUM ESTATE^ JAMAICA. 



Ifwrease and Deerease, ^c, on a Sugar Estate, 

-(- Inerease. Of those bom, 

— Deoreaae Births No. livingr 

within No. of within on the 

given period. Negros. Date. given period. 28th Diec. 1836. Time, 

523 ...June 28th, 1817 J... 3g g 1^ 



— 23 •• 



' 600 



18 .. 
9 ••• 



500 
482 

482 
473 






(C 



u 
» 



1820? Off 

1823 f ^ 

^8231 «• 

1826/ • ^ 



21 



2a 



is: 



10 



— 26 ••• 



■^B Jj ... 



+ 2 



473 

447 

447 
439 

439 
441 



+ ^ ■• 444 



99 



99 

» 
>9 

» 



1826 1 
1829 f •• 



1832 1 
1835/ 



„ „ 1836 
Dec. 28th, 1836 



} 



23 



1832/ ^ 



32 



24 



12 



18 



20 



23 



INCREASE AND DECREASE ON A COFFEE AND CATTLE ESTATE 
BELONGING TO THE SAME PROPRIETOR. 



Increase, 
within given 
period. 

+ 29 

+ 47 

+ 61 

4- 23 



No. of Negros. 

177 
206 
263 
314 
337 



Date. 

1800 
1810 
1820 
1830 
1836 
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TABLE OP MEDICAL ATTB3rDANCB. ON THE SUGAR ESTATE. 

Through the pears 1829 1830 1834 1835 1836 

Visits of Medical Attendant ..217 237 131 116 111 

Patients prescribed for 4&16 4067 834 554 867 

Sidesof foolscap written upon- •• 398 276 77 50 66 



DISTRIBUTION OF LABOR. 



On 1ft Jan. 1832 1833 1834 1835 1836 

In Agricultural labor, yiz. 

First gang 136 181 135 13* 122^ 

Seconddo. 60 60 60 5^ 64 

Third do. 34 33 34 38 30 

Fourthdo. 27 27 27 H 16 

Caring Stock 16 17 16 13 14 

Various Jobs 19 17 19 16 13 

Grass Cutters 15 17 15 19 18] 

Watchmen 24 25 24 25 26 

330 --327 —330 —315 —303 

Mechanics, &c. viz. 

Domestics 15 15 13 16 15 

Carpenters 9 9 9 11 11 

Coopers 10 8 10 9 8 

Masons 7 7 7 6 7 

Smiths 11111 

—42 — 40 —40 -*43 — 42 

Total that work 372 367 370 366 345 

Diseased 4 3 4 4 1 

Invalids 12 16 12 18 24 

With six children or up- 1 - « « « o 

wards j * ' 

Servants at Great House 14 13 14 12 9 

Young children 45 46 45 50 64 

Total that don't work •• —82 —84 —82 —90 —101 

No. ofNegros 454 451 452 448 446 



COMPARATIVE VIEW OF TIME DUE FROM THE NEGROS TO 

THE ESTATE. 

Slavery. Apprentfoeshfp. 

No. of working days in the year 280 231 

Negro days ^..^^^^33 82 

Sundays ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 52 52 

Total <.-*•- 365 365 
©•3 
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AMOUNT OF CROP IN TARXOUS YEARS. 

N. B. The inferior items of Molasses and Rum are omitted, beings 
in proportion to the Sugar crop. 

1832 183a 1834 1835 1836 

hds. tra. brls. hds. in. brls. hds. in. brlB. hds. tn. brls. hds. trs. brla. 
360358 238367 3632029045 *256 3 lOJ 

EXTBNT OF LAND IN CANES. 
A. &• P* A. B. P. A. R. P. A. R. P. A. A. F. 

374 26 352 3 31 361 2 31 324 20 317 1 10 

• The Hhds. of 1836 weio made of 44 inch stares^ and those of preceding years 
of 4S inch, making a differenOe of 3 cwt. per hhd. in favour of the hhds. of 1836 ^ 
the crop of which was in reality wmewhat larger than that of 1835. 



TABLE OF LOSS OF CATTLE AND MULES IN EACH TEAR.' 

1832 1833 1834 1835 1836 

Loss.. 6 6 6 7 *13 

* Fiye of this number being old Mules shot on account of disease. The loss of 
stock during crop on many estates is yery great. See note at ft>ot of poge lyi.. 
In this appendix. 



From one of the preceding tables, it appears that the time legally 
due from the negros to their owners, has been diminished one-fifth 
by the apprenticeship law, and from the table of crops, that there 
has yet been no consequent diminution of produce or revenue, and 
this, notwithstanding the ^nployment during slavery of a jobbing 
gang of slaves, to dig the greater part of the cane holes, which are 
now entirely dug by the estates' people. The difierence is more 
than supplied by the aj^rentices on the estate working in their own 
time for wages, and in their master's, on a judicious system of task- 
work and remuneration, arranged by mutual consent. See the 
following table : — 

COMPARATIVE TABLE OP CANEHOLES DUO BY JOBBERS AND 
ESTATES' NEQROS, FOR THE CROP OF 1831, 1832, 1833, 1834, 1835„ 
1836, 1837, 1838. 

N.6. The acres of caneholes are placed, not under the years in 
which they were dug, but under those in wmch the plant canes from 
them were or will be cropped. 

1831. 1832. 1833. 1834. 

A. R. P. A. R. P. A. R. P. A. R. F. 

Acres dug for 1 

plant canes S- 70 1 15 47 3 10 32 1 10 49 3 5 

by jobbers, j 

By estates' 1 U 2 34 2 26^ 42 1 30 42 36 

negros. j 



Total <««««.^^^ 8435 821 36 76 30 72 00 

CContinued on next pagej 
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1836. 1836. 1837. I83a 

A. S. P. A. II. P. A. S. K • A. A. P. 

Acres dug for \ 

plant oanes V28130 000 000 000 

by jobberSf I 

By estates' 1293 10 350 10 5836 76 336 

negros, I 



Total 58 1 10 35 10 58 3 5 76 3 36 



To secnre continuous labor in the digging of cane-heles through 
the fall season 183^ an agreement was entered into with 40 cane- 
hole diggers as under ; 

Every labourer to dig 405 cane-holes in the 4| days due to his 
master, and to receive lOlbe. of salt fish and a daiJ^ allowaaoe 
through the week of sugar and rum for bevera^ ; the salt fish to be 
diminished in the ratio of 1 lb. for every 40 holes short of 405 ; and 
to work in the 1^ day of his own time, at the rate of 3s. 4d. for every 
90 cane-holes. 

The CToatest labor performed by one laborer, was in three weeks 
or 134 days, 

Dug in estates* time ^ ^ ^ ^ ** ** 1130 caneholes 
In nis own -.-.•-.^---.^ 1017 

"-"^"^ A. & P 

Total ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 2147 about 3 7 
For which he received 281bs. of fish, and cash £1. 15s. Od. 



The whole quantity of 58 acres for the season was finished in 44 
days, being 1a. 1b. lOP. to each laborer, at the following cost : 

£. s. d. 
Rum, jd. per day for 6 days, for 40 Negros - «* 15 
Sugar, Id, „ „ „ „ - - 1 

Fish, 3s. per week, for 405 holes ^-••*^..600 
Money wages Friday and Saturday ^ ^ ^ «. 10 

Expense of digging ei&^ht acres .. ^ .. «• ^ £17 15 

The cost of digging the 58 acres was therefore £147 10 
Had jobbers been employee^ the cost would 

have been, viz. 58 acres at £8 per acre, «* £464 
Or had jobbers dug half, as would probably have 

been the case, under the old system ^ ^ £232 

Being in either case a considerable saving of expense, besides the 
increase of the prosperity of. the estates' nesros, by distributing the 
wages among them, that formerly went to the owner of the jobbing 

gang- 
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OOMPARATIVH BXPBNSB OF CLEANING PASTURES, &c. BY 

SLAVE JLHD FREE LABOR. 

In cleaning of pasture land, what a jobber would demand £3^ to 
£4. per acre for, the plantation laborer has done at £1. per acre, 
and made 28. 6d. per day wages. 

In falling a piece of woodland, the first gang of one hundred and 
forty-three laDorers cleared in one day 10a. 2r. Op. at three and four- 
pence each per day, or £23. 130. 4d., or £2. 5s. Od. per acre, which a 
jobbing gang would not have undertaken for less than £& to £10. 
per acre. 

Task-work in cleaning of canes has yet to be tried. 



COMPARATIVE EFFICIENCY OF SLAVE AND FREE LABOR. 

FALLING WOODLAND. 

The piece of woodland above-mentioned was cleared by 
laborers to the acre »*^^^^^^14 

During slavery it would have required laborers to the 
acres^ «• •» ^ >* «* ^ ^ ^ '.25to30 



DIGGING CANEHOLES. 



During slavery were required to dig in light soil in a day, 

laborers to the acre ^ «• ^ «- ^ ^ '^Sltodd 
During slavery were required to dig in clay soil in a day, 

laborers to the acre '^ ** ^ -* ^ ** ^^ 40 to 47 
The first being at the rate of holes per laborer, 

87, or one hole in«* «* «- '. ** ^-StoQ minutes 
The second being[ at the rate of holes per laborer, 

68, or one hole in «» ^ >* «- ^ -^ 10 to 12 minutes 

Since the introduction of the Apprenticeship, under the system 
of remuneration described above. 

1 man, a strong laborer, has du^ caneholes, averagine, per hole, 1| minutes 

1 woman, ditto ditto ditto 2± do. 

1 man, an ordinary laborer, ditto ditto 3? do. 

I woman, ditto ditto ditto 5 do. 



During Slavery the daily labor by male and female averaged 70 

minimum to 90 nuL-gim unn, 
For wagBB the ) «# i »>». I 1 
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PARTICULARS OF WAGES PAID AND EARNED. 
The rates paid for Cane-hole digging, &c have already heen stated. 

WAGES FOR TRANSIENT LABOR. 



A prime head man 
An inferior do. ••• 
First gang, able 
Ditto, weakly 

Second gang, able 
Ditto, weakly 

Third gang, active 
Ditto, lazy 



3d per hour 
2d do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 



Ud 
lid 



WAGES EARNED FROM 5th JUNE, TO Isx AUGUST, 1836, BY TEN 

LARGE FAMILIES. 

£. 

10 workers 43 

2 do. 18 

10 do. 31 

8 do. 36 

2 do. 11 

10 do. 24 

19 do. 42 

1 do. 19 

7 do. 18 

4 do. 7 





.. 11 


individuals 




.. 4 


do. 




• 17 


do. 




... 9 


do. 




2 


do. 




• 12 


do. 




.. 26 


do. 




.. 3 


do. 


1 .. 10 


do. 




.. 6 


do. 



s. 


d. 


14 


2 


4 


1 


4 
8 


'4 


5 


4 


8 


Oi 


5 


24 


18 


H 


13 





1 


4 



The following are instances of the highest wages and means 
among the whole population of the Estate ; they are constantly held 
up as cases of imitation for others to follow by : — 

A prime Head Inferior Head First Gang 

Man. Man. Labors. 

£. s. d. £. 8. d. £. s. d. 

Estates' Allowances 38 54 21 68 839 

Salary 10 

Wages for digging Caneholes 10 6 

Ditto Spellkeeping 900 700 

Value of house, estimated 500 500 500 
Provision grounds, value 

of crop • 32 21 6 8 16 

Yearly Resources 8554 66 13 4 42 39 



RELIGION AND EDUCATION. 



e are 83 married couples, who, with their children, amount 
of the population. '^The whole are Baptists, who attend 



There 

to 293 r^,, ^ , 

Salters' Hill Chapel, upon the line of the property. About 50 of the 
children are at school, which is encouraged as much as possible.*' 
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QJBNERAL YiEW OF THE CHARACTER OF THE NE6R0S AS 
LABORERS FOR TWO YEARS FROM Ist. AUGUST 1834, to Ist 
AUGUST, 1838. 



Good workers of their pro- 
vision grounds ^ ^ ^ 
Indifferent ditto ^ ^ ^ 
Had ditto ^ ^ '^ 

Free Children -.-*-.-• 



60 
108 
203 

76 



Total 445 



Crood workers for wag^es ^ 60 

Indifferent ditto «• ** '*- 145 

Bad ditto « ^ ^ 164 

Free Children -.---, 76 



Total 445 
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THE BAPTIST MISSION. 

Statistics of the Baptist Churches and Schools in Jamaica^ for the 
year ending March, 1837. 

Number baptized during the year 2950 

Number of members 16921 

Number of inquirers 16146 

Clear increase of members daring the year ... 2800 

Total number in connection with the Mission 32966 



SCHOOLS. 

Number of Day scholars 

„ Evening do. chiefly adults 
y, Sunday do 



1622 

451 

5594 



A history of the B^)tist Mission in Jamaica would be a valuable 
addition to the more permanent records of missionary enterprise^ which 
we already possess. Its commencement was obscure, but it has grown 
to a height and magnitude, within a comparatively short period, which 
has struck beholders with surprise ; and none probably have been more 
impressed with silent wonder, than the individuals who have been the 
means, as feeble instruments in the hand of Divine Providence, of 
effecting so great a work. There are at present sixteen missionaries 
of this persuasion in the island, the majority of whom have a princi- 
pal and several subordinate stations, under their care; or, in other words, 
they are the pastors of three or four distinct congregations. 

It is impossible to suppose that labors so multiplied and extensive 
can be advantageously sustained by so small a numoer of missionaries, 
and we would affectionately suggest the importance of supplying addi- 
tional aid to carry on the work, to the IHrectors and Cimstian sup- 
porters of the mission in this country. In addition to their more im- 
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mediate datics^ the Baptist and other missionaries hare bestowed 
much effort upon the ^ucation of the apprentices and free children. 
We have already observed^ that the extensive diffosion of education^ 
by the missionaries, at a small expense, and hj a yery limited agency, 
is truly remarkable. An increased liberahty, on the part of me 
Christian public in En|[land, would enable them to multiply their 
schools and extend their efforts in promoting this grand object, with 
greater effect, and still more extraordinary results. 



SECTION IX. 



WILLIAM HAMILTON. 

The sufferings of this individual during the last years of slavery, 
were alluded to by J. M. Trew, the agent of the Mico Institution, in 
a letter to T. F. Buxton, which was subsequently given in evidence 
before the Apprenticeship Committee of the House of Commons. 
This letter was published with the other evidence appended to the 
report of that Committee, and was recently made the subject of a 
d^ate in the Jamaica House of Assembly, which afforded certain of 
the members an opportunity to vilify the man, who had thus dared to 
lift the veil that concealed the true Uneaments of slavery. The follow- 
ing are characteristic examples : — 

" Mr. Trew is " worse than a Baptist — ^the blackest sheep among 
them." — Speech of Mr. Hamilton Brown, in the Jamaica House of 
Assembly, 23rd February, 1837, 

" An old offender."— Mr. Dallas. 

" The pubhsher of a vile fabrication and of a wanton and malicious 
falsehood. ' — ^Mr. Leslie. 

" The whole tale was got up &r stage effect, and nothing else ; it 
was not true — it could be nothmg else than a deliberate fakenood." — 
Mr. Guy. 

" Altogether a fabrication." — ^Mr. Watt. 

" The work of imagination." — Mr. Hodgson." 

The dispraise of such men is an honorable distinction, and accord- 
ingly J. M. Trew has placed the above at the head of a letter to one of 
the island newspapers, in which he has given a history of these pro- 
ceedings of the Hoase. A committee was appointed to enquire into 
the facts, by whom J. M. Trew and William Hamilton were exa- 
mined ; but as this long.threatened inquiry was conveniently deferred 
till near the close of the Sessions, no result of its labors is ever likely to 
be made public. It is more than possible, that the evidence of 
Hamilton, as tending to prove more than was desired, has been ex. 
punged from the Minutes. Any but the most cursory mention of the 
atrocities perpetrated during slavery, would be incompatible with oup 
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present object^ nor should we have alladed to Hamilton's history^ but 
tor the above mentioned circumstances which connect it with the pre- 
sent system. Hamilton was the only slave on the Boi? Estate who 
dared to attend a place of worship ; the only one of upwards of 400 
D^os who dared to live with his partner in marriag^e. For these 
o£rences he was degraded from beinff a first-rate mechanic and copper- 
smithy to the rauK of a common field laborer, and sent to a swampy 
estate, thirty miles distant from his wife and &mily, where he nar- 
rowly escaped with his life. He had learned to read and write when a 
boy, by stealth, and during his banishment he kept a journal, which, 
though it is chiefly the record of his spiritual conflicts and his religious 
labors among the neglected heathen negros with whom his lot was cast, 
yet contains many incidental allusions to the sufferings of himself and 
Lis fellow slaves. A copy of this painfully interesting manuscript is in 
our possession. It is an interior picture of slavery, which exceeds 
perhaps, any that the world has yet seen, and has forcibl]^ impressed 
us with the conviction, that the worst features of that horrible state of 
society, neither have been, nor can be laid open to public view. 

On the introduction of the Apprenticeship he purchased his freedom ; 
in reference to which transaction he stated to us, that during the time 
of his persecution, he was looking forward very anxiously to the new 
system ; but when he heard that the power was to be taken out of the 
managers' hands^ he gave up the idea of purchasing his time. His 
Overseer renewed his ill-treatment, and the Special Magistrate threa- 
tened to flog him. He then gave notice to be valued, and was 
appraised at £209, being at the time in ill health. Mr. Tate, his 
Overseer, then gave him one of the best characters in the country. He 
said too, that to be deprived of Hamilton's services, would be a loss 
of £500 a-year to his proprietor, though he had been employing him 
as a common canehole digger. As Tate placed so high a value on 
him, he offered to be employed by him as a freeman, but was refused. 
Hamilton stated — "Since this system, negros of my acquaintance 
have often applied to me to be a witness at their valuation. On one 
occasion a negro was to be valued who proved that he was a non- 
predial. His master endeavoured to make him a predial so as to in- 
crease his amount. I said, the man has proved himself a domestic, at 
which the Special Magistrate took offence. Soon after I carried my 
son to be valued, when I was not allowed to say anything in his 
behalf. The boy was about fourteen. My witness valued him at £S. 
a-year. Mr. Tate browbeat the witness, and said he was not going 
to stand by to see a man's property taken away without its frdl value. 
He called upon Mr. Stone, a neighbouring proprietor, to be witness 
for him, who valued the boy at £26. a-year. I said — Sir, you are 
valuing the hair on people's heads. The Special Magistrate, Mr. 
Kelly, got into a passion, and threatened to put me in irons, and 
fined me £3. 10s. for disrespect to his Court, which I paid. The 
valuation was at length fixed at £22. 10s. I have not heard of ft 
single case since of an apprentice purchasing his time in this district. 
The Magistrates and Proprietors appear to have leagued together, to put 
a stop to it. Previous to that Mr. C. and Mr. S. both had appren- 
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tiees who were purchasing themselves. Mr. C. sat as a magistrate 
to vdue for Mr. S., and Mr. S. for Mr. C. I heard that Mr. S. said 
we must value these people high> to preveiit this hahit of purchasiug 
themselves. When the apprentices saw how they were treated in the 
▼ahiations, they ^vanted to commission me to go to England to 
represent their case. I did not encourage it hecause I was not sure it 
would he rights and did not know how it would succeed. They 
would soon have raised money to take me and hring me hack." 



SECTION X. 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION AND EDUCATION. 

The United Brethren have eight Stations. 

The numher of persons in their religious care is as follows : — 

Communicants 1738 

Members not yet admitted to communion 1451 

Children 2209 

Catecumems 3731 



Total 9129 
They have also under their superintendance — 

25 day schools^ chiefly on estates^ some of 
them very small^ but attended in the aggre- 

gate by 1043 children 

10 Sunday Schools, chiefly attended by older 

children and adults 1220 

A number of Evening Schools, in which are re- 
ceiving instruction 483 

Total 2746 

The statistics of the Baptist Mission have been elsewhere given. 
In addition ta these two societies, there are the Rectors of parishes 
and island Curates, a few of whom are exemplary in the discharge of 
their duties. There are also Missionaries and Catechists of the 
Church Missionary Society, Wesleyan Missionaries, Scottish Mission- 
aries of two societies, and Missionaries of the London Missionary 
Society; many of whom are successfully employed in promoting 
education among the negros, as well as in diffusmg a knowledge of 
the saving truths of Christianity. Each society can number faithful 
and zealous laborers in the missionary work ; each can recount the 
names of brethren whose praise is in all the churches. We do not 
possess the necessary documents from which to furnish statistics 
H • 
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shxnlar to those of the Moraviao and Baptist MissioDS ; hut we cannot 
diamies the anl^iect without recording our deep sense of the value of 
. their khors among the negro population. 

In addition to ttieifbove, there are the agents of the !Mico Institu- 
tion, whose attention is more immediately limited to education. 
Their schools are numerous and efficient. 



SECTION XI. 



VALUATIONS. 

" From the Ist August, 1834, to 31st May, 1836, 998 Apprentices 
purchased tlieir ireedom hy valuation, and paid £33,998. From the 
3l8t May, 1836, to the 1st Novemher, in the same year, 582 Ap- 
prentices purchased themselves, and paid £18,217, making in all 
£6^,216 ; a prodigious sum to he furnished hy the ne^[ros in two 
years. This makes a large community of persons of provident hahits, 
spread through the country, who are establishing themselves as small 
proprietors." (Communicated.) 

From the above statement it appears that the desire to be free is 
daily becoming more general and more intense, and that the price of 
liberty remains the same, although the term of Apprenticesjiip is de- 
creasing. The amount paid by the Apprentices, is a proof of the ex- 
tent of the exertions and sacrifices they are willing to make for free- 
dom, which can scarcely be appreciated, by those who are iroacqnainted 
with the disadvantages of their previous condition. The negros fre- 
quently raise the money by loans to purchase their freedom, and they 
are scrupulous in repaying money lent them for that purpose. 

One of the most mtelligent of the Special Magistrates, £. B. Lton, 
has furnished us with some information concerning the numerous 
valuations effected by him, during the first two and half years of the 
Apprenticeship. He adds, " I have particularly and anxiously watched 
the conduct of those, who have released themselves by purchase from 
their apprenticeship, not alone from the influence their example would 
naturally have upon the remaininf^ bondsmenj > hut also as an indica- 
tion of the disposition of the laboring ,popu]ation.after 1840 ; and the 
result has been, that 1 firmly believe the island would. have been in a 
fiar-moreiprosperous condition, had there been no intermediate state ,* 
that the apprenticeship has rather tended to retard than develope the 
eneigies of the peasantry. I have had the opportunity of knowing 
^at, of those who had freed themselves by purchase in my district, 
the tradesmen were engaged at first-rate wages, and the field laborers 
as managers of small plantations, or were settlers of plantations of 
their own. The women had husbands or families, who required iheir 
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services for the promotion and inereaaet of their domestic eoiD£i^t& ; 
Tcry few were under the necessity of hirix^ thems^ves out to service^ 
but such as were^ have conducted themselves creditably. \ know of 
some receiving ten shillings per week as laundry maids and nurses.' 

There are^ however^ other and less pleasing circumstances to be 
noticed in coimection with valuations. The same magistrate in one 
of his official reports makes some important observations, from which 
we extract the following in a condensed form : — 

*' The narrow minded factionist refuses to adapt the laws to the 
new relations of a state of general and unconditional freedom ; and 
discountenances and checks ey persecution ever^r approach to this 
condition. One species of opposition^ is the exclusion of the husband 
or wife^ &ced by purchase, from the society of the wife <» husband, 
who remains in bonds. It is not a mere threat of exclusion, but a 
proceeding systematized under the formalities of notices served, in 
whidi the parties are dedared tenants, charged with an exorbitant 
rent ; or in which they are wanted to depart under the pains and 
penalties of the law. The Special Magistrate, in his struggle to pro- 
tect the apprentice in his domestic rights, is then brought into collision 
with the Local Magistrates exercising jurisdiction over the persons 
released from apprenticeship. To mention a case or two : two female 
apprentices, to Mount Vernon, the property of Mr. McPhbrson, a 
local magistrate, both of whom were old African women,' were pur- 
chased by their husbands, who were desirous that their lives should be 
devoted to the domestic comfort of their &milies ; and that they 
should enjoy that necessary ease, which their years and infirmities 
required* The moment their certificate of freedom was granted, they 
were directed to leave the estate, and forbidden to enter the houses of 
their husbands, unless they paid a weekly sum for the privilege. My 
endeavour to protect them in their civil rights has created a considera- 
ble degree of irritation against me, among the magistrates and attorneys 
of the district generally. Mr. MoPh&bson has threatened to issue his 
warrant under the Trespass Act for their apprehension. At Island 
Head plantation, Robert Graham purchased the remainder of his 
term, and was immediately ordered off the property, and forbidden to 
enter the house of his wife. A few weeks ago he crept into the house 
in the night. He is a Baptist, and they joined in prayer and sung a 
hymn. His arrival was reported to the overseer, who instantly ordered 
the constables to watch the door and apprehend him, which was done, 
bat by some means he escaped and came to me. I trust I have for a 
time secured to him his domestic rights. At Buckingham and Boston, 
James Harris has six children, two of whom are incurably diseased, 
and reqnirin|( one person's constant attention ; and Ann Barnswell 
had two children and an aged and impotent mother with two or three 
others. The mommt their release was effected, they were served 
with notices to quit, or to remain only on condition of'^paying an ex- 
orbitant rent, though occupying the same houses with their apprenticed 
children, and relievinc; the estate from the necessity of supporting and 
nursing their sick and disabled families. The same system has been 

H*2 
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pursued at Qarland Hall and Serge Island, and / have reagon to be^ 
lieve, Uisaa ejftennvely and as insidiously carried on, in every part 
of the island." 



SECTION XII. 



THE MARRIAGES OF APPRENTICES. 

It may surprise one, who reading the Abolition Act literally^ finds 
that^ subject to the conditions which it imposes^ the apprenticed 
laborer is in all other respects^ " to all intents and purposes free/' to 
be informed that this hign sounding prerogative of freedom^ purchased 
by the British nation for twenty millions sterling, does not enable him 
to contract marriage, without the written permission of his owner^ or 
his owner's attorney or overseer. We have in our possession several 
original *' permissions " to apprentices to be marrieo. We have alse 
been favored with the perusal ef a correspondence relating to a mar- 
riage, which was contracted at the Baptist Mission Station at Yallahs, 
in the parish of St. David, during our stay there. The parties^ two 
apprentices on Coley Estate, had wished to be married at churchy and 
applied to their Special Magistrate, E. B. Lyon, to write to the rector 
of the parish, S. H. Cooke, and request him to publish the banns. The 
rector refused to publish the banns, and wrote a note to the overseer of 
Coley, in which he described the conduct of Special Justice Lyon^ 
'^ As an impertinent interference with the management of the estate.'^ 
It must be observed, that the said apprentices had lived together 
unmarried for several years, but the interests of religion and morality 
appear to be of seconckry importance in the eyes m the reetor of St. 
David's, to those involved in the management oi a sugar estate. The 
Special Magistrate and the rector both wrote to the attorney of the 
estate, James Mo William, on the subject ; who, in reply, assures the 
former, that his application to the rector to publish the banns, " is 
certainly a most gratuitous and unprecedented interference with 
the internal regulations of the property, and quite unwarrantable," 
The Special Magistrate then appealed to the Governor, who directed 
his secretary to reply, " that there is no law to restrict the marriages 
of apprenticed laborers in any greater degree, than the marriage of free 
persons ; and that His Majesty s Attorney General is of opinion, that 
the Rev. S. H. Cooke was, in the cases alluded to by you, bound to 
publish the banns." Notwithstanding this declaration of the rights of 
the apprentices, the estate's attorney and the rectOT successfully defied 
the authority of the Governor and Attorney General, and of the law 
itself; and the poor apprentices were compelled to contract a marriage 
which the law does not recognise as legal, at a dissenting place of 
worship. 
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The same correspondence discloses another case of two apprentices 
residing on different estates, who were anxious to marry, but could 
obtain permission from only one of their overseers ; the other refusing 
his consent, VVe have an autograph letter of another estate's attorney 
refusing to permit an apprentice under his control to contract marriage. 



SECTION xiir. 



A. L. PALMBR. 



Dr. Palmer was appointed a Special Magistrate by Lord Slioo, soon 

after the commencement of the Apprenticeship. When Sir Lionbl 

Smith assumed the Government, he had been for a short time in charge 

of a district, in St. Thomas in the Vale, in which the apprentices had 

been mercilessly coatsed by his predecessors. His impartial adminis. 

tration occasioned violent opposition on the part of the planters, and 

on the arrival of a new Governor, was the sifoal for a simultaneous 

attempt to procure his removal, by representmg the parish as in a 

state of insuDordination. Dr. Palmbr suggested to Sir Lionel Smith, 

to issue a Commission of Inquiry into his conduct, and thus give his 

accusers an opportunity of establishing their chuges, and to afford 

himself the means of vmdicating his administration of the law. The 

Governor appointed the special magistrates and two local magistrates a 

Commission for that object, two latter being planters in a neighbouring 

parish. The proceedings of the Commission were characterised by 

extreme unfairness towards Dr. Palmer, and at its conclusion a report 

was drawn up and signed by the Commissioners, upon which he was 

immediately suspended bv uie Governor from his office. The report 

is in itself a complete justification of his conduct, and is an instructive 

illustration of the manner in which the planters and the Goyemment 

interpret and carry into efiiect the Abolition Law. Every paragraph of 

the report mi^tit be quoted by Dr. Palmer in triumphant vindication 

of his impartial conduct as Special Magistrate. We quote the most 

important parts of it : — 

'^ In the first place we consider the parish of St. Thomas in the 
Vale was in a quiet and orderly state, when Special Justice Palmer 
took charge of his district in July last. Secondly, that certain ques- 
tions uf law arose between the managers and the Special Magistrate, 
such as ' The right of the husband (in the Tulloch case) to visit his 
wife.' ' The eight hour system.' * The want of time for going to 
work.' ' The want of coolcs,' &c. ' The taking away of the hoes on 
Palm estate from the apprentices in their own time, and other supposed 
grievances, — all ending in opposite views, and inducing the magistrate 
to state }iis view of the law, in place of conciliating and restoring con- 
fidence/ " 

h'3 



XC. APPENDIX. 

We haye explained on previous occasions what meaning the planters 
attach to the tenns order and fuiet, and their op^osites, dUturbance 
and insubordination. Before Dr. Palmer went into the parish^ the 
apprentices endured the violation of all their legal rights in silence, 
despairing of redress from any appeal to the magistrate. On the arrival 
of Dr. Palmer their '' supposed grievances" were brought before hisn, 
and the Commissioners themselves have enumerated a list of what they 
term " questions of law," sufficient to show how that law had been 
previously administered. That they were oppressions of the gravest 
kind will be evident to the reader of the preceding pages, particularly 
of the 13th chapter. 

We would, however, call particular attention to the supposed griev^ 
ance of taking away the agricultural tools from the apprentices on 
Palm estate. The apprentices have no food allowed them from the 
estates; they support themselves by cultivating provision grounds in 
their own tune. To deprive them, therefore, of their hoes, is to 
deprive them of food. Such a measure, so far from being " a que^ion 
of law," or a *' supposed grievance," is the very extreme of malignant 
persecution. Sucn eases bein^ brought before Dr. Palmer, could he 
do otherwise than state his view of the law ? By what other mode 
could he redress wrongs and oppressions, but by pointing out the legal 
boundary within which violence and outrage should be confined ? In 
the opimon of the Commissioners, however, he ought to have conoid 
liated and restored confidence. The interpretation of these ambigu. 
ous expressions is contained in the succeeding para^aph : — ^^ It is 
impossible that any reciprocal good feeling can exist between the 
masters and apprentices, when a mutual understanding does not 
ejpist with the Special Magistrate, and those placed in authority 
over the laborers" i. e. between the magistrates and overseers. ' 
This mutual understanding, when it does exist, is based upon the 
sacrifice of the rights of the apprentices. It is a maxim in the colony, 
that the irresponsible powers of the overseers must be upheld at bUX . 
sacrifices of law or right. But the Commissioners supply the best 
commentary on their own proceedings and views in the concluding ^ 
paragraph of their report : — '' Having oeen called upon to report, and 
give an opinion on the administration of the law by the Special Justices 
of St. Thomas' in the Vale, we must observe, that we consider 
Special Justice Palmer has administered the Abolition Law in 
the spirit of the English Abolition Act) that, in his administration 
of the law, he has adapted it rather to the comprehension of freemen, 
than to the understanding of apprenticed laborers ; and that 
the present state of St. Thomas in the Vale is to be attributed 
to such a mode of administration of the Abolition Law." 

The Governor, on receiving this report, immediately suspended 
Dr. Palmer, " for his perverse conduct in the administration of the 
Law," or, as the Commissioners express it, for administering the law 
n the spirit of the English Abolition Act. Lord Glenelg has con- 
firmed the Governor's decision, and directed Dr. Palmer's dismissal, 
and has thereby proclaimed to every planter and every Special magis- 
trate in the West Indies, that the Abolition Law is not to be adminis- 
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tered in the spirit of the Imperial Act. In this proceeding, the 
Colonial Office have made, for the first time, a distinct avowal of the 
policy on which they have been acting from the commencement of the 
apprenticeship ; and it only remains to ask ; if the Imperial Act is not 
to be administered in its spirit, which means according to the rules 
of an honest interpretation, for what object did the nation pay the 
ransom of £20,000,000 sterling ? What have the negros, the objects 
of its benevolence and justice, gained but the exchange of a name, the 
privation of some of the necessaries of life, and new and more galling 
chains and punishments. 
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This scale was drawn up by a planting attorney^ in the district of 
Mandhineal, in the parish of St. Tnomas m the East, for the purpose 
of obtaining without payment, the half-Fridays and extra time or the 
ne^os durinff crop. It is a document, which sneaks for itsdf. It b 
an index to uiat fraudulent system, which has been so generally pur- 
sued towards the apprentices. The extra allowances, as they are called, 
which the negros receive, and some which they never receive, all of 
which are legally due to the apprentices, according to the letter and 
spirit of the Imperial Act, are placed as a set-off against an amount 
of time, which was ^ven by the same Act to the nesros, to be enjoyeKl 
as their own for their own benefit. The late Special Magistrate of the 
district sanctioned agreements on the basis of this scale, on sev«:al» if 
not on all, the estates in his district. The arrangement was in every 
instance a compulsory one ; the extra allowances oeing of no equiva. 
lent vfdue to the extra labor required, and which is rated in the scale, 
at from one third to one half the amount at which the services of 
n^os are valued, when they desire to purchase their manumission. 
Many of the extra allowances also, it will be observed, are not distri- 
buted to those who perform the work, for which they are assumed to 
be equivalent, but according to the capricious and arbitrary arrange- 
ment which prevailed in slavery. Unjust, however, as the scale is in 
itself, and unjustly as it has been forced upon the negros, its terms 
have not been fulfilled by the planters ; nor though the negros are 
coerced to perform their part of it, do they possess any means of 
ensuring the observance of the stipulation on the part ot their task- 
masters. The weekly distribution of herrings, which forms the prin- 
cipal item, has been sometimes discontinued for seyeral montbs on 
estates, where negros were subjected to this scale. 

The concluding remark, respecting the " privilege" of selling pro- 
visions, is worthy of especial notice. It would have been a fit addi- 
tion to have enumerated the consumption of air and water as " privi- 
leges/' which the planters accorded their apprentices of Uieir own free 
bounty. 
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ERRATA. 

Page 22, ninih line from the top, for " the members," read their 
members. 
71, nineteenth 6dtto, for ''indulged,** reocf indulgent. 

Ill, I9th and 20tfaf ditto, for " droghero,'* read drogers. 

123, 27th ditto, for "men,** r^aJ man. 

132, 32nd and 33rd, ditto, for "a once humane resident 
proprietor,** read humane resident proprietors. 

133, dele foot note, see Appendix E. Sec YI. 
215, 2 1st line from the top, for "wave,** rearf waive. 
220, 28th ditto, for " workhouses,** read work- 
shops. 

247, 5th line of the foot note, for " magistrates,** read magis- 
trate. 
„ 284, 34th line from the top, for " tanners,** read tannin. 
„ 293, Ist line, for "she,** read the. 
„ 330, 30th line from the top, for "at our,*' read of our. 
„ 339, 1st line, for " Friday night,'* read Friday nights. 



» 

» 
J) 

5) 




3 6105 037 319 



STANFORD UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 

CECIL H. GREEN LIBRARY 

STANFORD. CALIFORNIA 94305-6004 

(415} 723-1493 

All books may be recalled after 7 doys 

. •?! ,naATE DUE 




